
Bromeliad Society 

Vol 49 No 8                                                                                                                                                           August, 2016 

MEETING DATE:        Tuesday, August 16, 7:30 p.m. 
 

PROGRAM SPEAKER:           Sam Chism 
 

PROGRAM TITLE:  
 

“Pictures from the 2016 World Bromeliad Conference”  
 
Sam will be narrating a slide program put together by 
Gene Powers.  The program will be an overview of the 
World Conference held here in Houston in June.   
 
THERE WILL BE NO SEEDLING THIS MONTH. 
 
MEETING AGENDA: 
 

 Greetings/Call to Order/Member Plant Sale 

 Show and Tell 

 Meeting 

 Break/Refreshments/Buy raffle tickets/Plants 

 Program 

 Raffle 

 Adjourn 

 
SEPTEMBER PROGRAM:               Dennis Cathcart 
 
NEXT BOARD MEETING:  Thurs.,  11/17, 7:00 p.m. 
 
DEADLINE FOR SEPT. BULLETIN:              9/03/16 
 
***Please note:  There will be a member  plant sale at 
the August  meeting! 

BSI World Bromeliad Conference 2016: 
Congratulations to More Show Winners 

Pictured in upper left column is Tillandsia dasyliriifolia 
‘Proliferata’ entered by Steve Reynolds as representative of his 
winning Hobbyist Sweepstakes. Other winners ( right column, 
clockwise from upper left):  Jackie Johnson’s  entry “Longhorn 
Campfire” won Best in Div. X, Artistic Designs; Crypt. ‘Green‘n 
Red’, entered by Deborah Gerstner-Wolf representing her win-
ning the Lindsey Stowe Cryptanthus Sweepstakes;  and Dyckia 
burle-marxii X Encholirium horridum entered by Brian Weber  
won Best in Division V, Intergeneric Hybrids. 

All WBC 2016 
pictures courtesy 
of Gene Powers 
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A 
h, summer in Houston.  It is 6 P.M. and it is 101° in the greenhouse.  
True, the humidity has dropped to 42%, but it is still very uncom-
fortable in there.  All of those plants that need repotting are just go-

ing to have to wait until tomorrow morning when things should be a bit 
cooler.  I’m getting too old to work in the Texas heat. 
 

Last week we got a little rain here in Tomball; it was the first we have re-
ceived in about 2 months.  All the plants in the yard perked up, but after a 
week of scorching temperatures, they are beginning to look a little bit 
parched again.  Watering can get a bit tricky in summer.  You have to watch 
the plants carefully.  Not enough water, and they shrivel up, but if you over 
water, they rot.  You need to strike a balance.  But I guess that is true about 
most everything in life. 

 

I wonder if Andy Siekkinen is ever going to want to come to Houston again.  I can’t think of a speaker in the 
last 30 years that has had as much trouble as Andy.  He was supposed to speak in April, but we had to cancel 
the meeting because of the “tax day flood”.  It was a good thing that the Richtmyers warned him in time to 
prevent his leaving San Diego.  Had he done so, he would have been trapped in an airport somewhere as both 
of the Houston airports were closed.   
 

Andy was rescheduled for the July meeting.  He flew into Houston without a hitch.  He gave his presentation, 
“The Genus Hechtia” and by all measures it was a fantastic success.  All was good.  Come Wednesday it was 
time to go home.  BUT, the curse was not done with him yet.  Southwest airlines had a situation with their 
computer system (Information Technology people never have disasters or problems, they have “situations”).  
Most flights were delayed or canceled.  Oops, baggage checked and flight canceled.  Not a good situation.  
Andy got to spend a bit more time in Houston than he had planned.  By all accounts he enjoyed himself and 
made it safely home.  All in all I am sure that it was better than a bird crashing through his windshield, but 
that is a story for another time. 
 

Last month “Show and Tell” was anemic.  Come on, folks.  I think that “Show and Tell” is one of the most 
important parts of the meeting.  It is a chance for all of you to participate.  Have a plant that is looking great 
and you want to show if off, bring it.  On the other hand, if one of your plants is not doing so well, bring it in 
and John Schmidt or one of his merry helpers should be able to give you some suggestions on how to better 
care for your ailing treasure.  This month, let’s inundate the “Show and Tell” table with plants. 
 

Last, but not least.  Circle October 22, 2016 on your calendar.  It’s time for the Bromeliad party bus to take a 
Louisiana road trip.  Margo Racca from Iowa, Louisiana has invited us to tour her extensive collection of 
Bromeliads and other plants.  We are planning on renting a bus and heading east on I-10.  We will be leaving 
from the Northwest Mall parking lot at 9 A.M., have a catered Subway sandwich lunch (Dutch Treat, let us 
know when you pay if you have dietary restrictions) at Margo’s, look at the plants, and return home about 
6:00 P.M..  The cost will be $35.00 (plus the cost of your lunch) per person.  Seating will be limited to the 
first 50 people who sign up.  The deadline to reserve your seat is September 21, 2016.  Give your check to 
the Society’s official bean counter, Allyn Pearlman. 
 

Looking forward to seeing you at the meeting. 
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Thanks to the donors to the July raffle table:  Rick and Carole Richtmyer, Jimmy and Joanne Woolsey, Ruby 
Adams, Gene Powers, and David and Linda Whipkey. 
 

And the lucky winners were: Vickey Gurka, Linda Whipkey, Troy Merchant, Kathy Stahl, Betty Garrison, Gor-
don Stowe, Judith Neufeld, Don Green, Rick Richtmyer, Cherie Lee, and Charlien Rose. 
 

The raffle brought in $100. 
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2016 World Bromeliad Conference—Final Wrap Up! 
 
I cannot tell you how wonderful it feels to type the heading on this article.  It has been a long time since Lind-
sey Stowe and I became the initial Co-Chairs of this WBC.  She was extremely instrumental in getting the 
Conference to Houston.  That was our beginning planning.   And then, it was on to the Conference, a year and 
a half later. 
 
Last month, David Whipkey and Charlene Rose did a great job of thanking everyone in the last Houston news-
letter.  I have to tell you, some wonderful volunteers from the Houston club stepped up and provided so much 
assistance to the overall success of the Conference, it is amazing.  Members were stepping up performing du-
ties on top of duties.  It was very gratifying for me to see the club pull together and work together more and 
more as the time for the Conference drew closer.  You did a great job!  I think we produced an outstanding 
Conference that we all should be immensely proud of.  From the BarBQue Party to the Plant Show to the Plant 
Sale, from the Speakers to the Tours, from the Rare Plant Auction to the Raffle Table to the Banquet finale – 
everything turned out first class.  I want to thank every single person that contributed volunteer efforts to any 
part of the Conference, my sincerest thanks and gratitude for all of your help.   There is no way we could have 
done it without the combined efforts of all the wonderful people we had volunteering for this huge task.  
Thank you all! 
 
So we all worked together to fulfill Lindsey’s goal.   I think she would be proud. 
 

Steve Reynolds 
“Former” 2016 World Bromeliad Conference Chairperson 

Top left to right:  Blooming now in Gene Power’s greenhouse is Neo-
regelia cruenta ‘Pontal’ and Tillandsia ‘Timm’s Outburst’. Blooming 
in the Richtmyer’s greenhouse is Bromelia serra (right) and (bottom 
left) Neoregelia ‘Green Eyes’. 
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More WBC Show winners:  Top row left to right:  Cryptanthus ‘Tutti Fruitti entered by Carole Richtmyer 
won the Warren Loose Best Cryptanthus Hybrid and Best Cryptanthus Multiple awards; Cryptanthus 
‘Strawberries Flambe’ entered by Gene Powers won Best Individual Cryptanthus; Kathy Stahl won the Mi-
chael Young Best in Show Artistic with Cryptanthus ‘Red Eye Gravy’.  Middle row left to right:  Aechmea eg-
leriana entered by Margo Racca won Best of Div. 3 Sec. B; Sam Chism’s entry Dyckia fosteriana (Special Sil-
ver Clone) won Best of Div. I Section B; and John Edmonson won Best of Div 6 Section A with Tillandsia caput
-medusa.  Bottom row:  Betty Patterson’s Tillandsia streptophylla won Best of Div. 7 Sec. A; Allyn Pearl-
man’s  Artistic Arrangement “Texas Stars” with Crypt. bivittatus ‘Ruby’ won Best of Division X Section A;  
and  Larry Giroux won Best Cryptanthus Artistic Arrangement with Cryptanthus ‘Copper Patina’.  More pic-
tures next month as space allows.  All WBC 2016 pictures courtesy of Gene Powers. 
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Meet our August Speaker: 

Sam Chism 
 
 
 

Sam Chism joined the Bromeliad Society/Houston in 1976 and 
says it kept him from going crazy while working for the JSC Space 
program for decades.  He really relaxed working with his growing 
plant collection.   

Sam enjoys growing all kinds of tropicals; cycads, gingers, heli-
conias, palms, bananas, etc. , and his yard and collection reflects 
that.   However, bromeliads remain his main focus (followed close-
ly by cycads).  Only since retiring, a second and final time, in Sep-
tember 2009, has he felt he really was able to contribute more time 
to helping BS/H. 

Sam is currently our Vice President in charge of programs, and he will be narrating a slide program on the 
2016 WBC put together by Gene Powers. 

Sam (second from right) and his wife, Carol, 
(3rd from right), pose with her family. 

Bring your August seedlings from previous years to the meeting for Show and 
Tell, including (picture at left courtesy of the BSI Bromeliad Cultivar Registry) 
Cryptanthus ‘Strawberries Flambe’ (2015).  Other August seedlings include 
Cryptanthus bivittatus v. atropurpureus ‘Ruby’ (2014), Cryptanthus 
‘Ti’ (2012); Neo. ‘Sheba’ (2008 & 2011); Tillandsia ‘Red Fountain’ or Til-
landsia aeranthos (2010);  and Tillandsia capitata (2009).  Pictures of other 
August seedlings may be found in the 2013 Bulletin at bromeliadsocietyhou-
ston.org. 

HO! HO! HO! Saturday, December 3 
 

Mark your calendars!  Circle the date!!  It is almost time for our Christmas Meeting.  
You don’t want to miss this great party.   
 
There will be a new location with great food, drinks and friendship and a few brome-
liads to bid on at the auction: Texas Land & Cattle Company, 12710 Southwest 
Freeway, Stafford, TX 77477, 281-494-8844, 6-10 p.m. 
 

Our  menu choices are:  Shiner Bock Salmon & Grilled Shrimp, House Smoked Sir-
loin (12 oz.), House Smoked Sirloin (6 oz.) and Grilled Shrimp, BBQ Chicken and 
Ribs, Boneless Ribeye (12 oz.).  Served with your choice of side house salad or 
spicy Caesar salad, and stuffed baked potato and your dessert choice of cheesecake 
or brownie.  All this for just $40 per person.    More details next issue. 

FALL PLANT SALE 
 

Our Fall sale will be held at Mercer Arboretum on Saturday, September 24, beginning at 9 a.m. until 3 or 4 
p.m.   The sale will be held along with other plant societies but ONLY BSHI will be selling bromeliads.  We 
will only have about 2/3 of our usual space out by the cottage.  Please let me know if you plan on selling at 
713-858-3047 or deliboys@comcast.net . 
 

We will have use of the Cottage for lunch but in much smaller capacity.  Please let me know what you are 
bringing.  I will have the deli meats, cheeses, breads, condiments and lettuce, tomatoes and pickles.  
 

Thanks, Allyn 

mailto:deliboys@comcast.net
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Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society 
www.tgcfernsoc.org 

Regular meeting third Sunday of month 
at 2:00 PM 

Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center 
2020 Hermann Drive 

Next meeting will be October 16,  2016 

The Houston Orchid Society, Inc. 
www.houstonorchidsociety.org 

Regular meeting first Thursday of month  
at 7:30 PM 

First Christian Church 
1601 Sunset Blvd 

Next meeting will be September 1, 2016 

Jimbo’s Nursery 
 

15019  8th St., Santa Fe,TX 77517, 409-925-6933 
 

www.Jimbosnurserytx.com; email: Jimbos3@earthlink.net 
 
We have a large selection of Aechmea, Billbergia, Cryptanthus, Dyckia, Neorege-

lia, and Tillandsia. Please compare our prices and our quality. 

 Meeting 
Refreshments 

  
Time for the N-
Zs to bring re-
freshments to 
the August meet-
ing.  Let’s bring 
lots of good 
things for our 
refreshment ta-
ble!  If you have 
never brought 

refreshments or if it’s been a while, it’s time 
to chip in and bring something.  If you don’t 
cook, you can buy something simple, such as 
cookies or chips, at your local grocery store 
to bring.  Coffee and punch will be furnished 
by the club as usual. 

 

Member News 
 

Welcome to our new members: 
 

  Troy and Kim Merchant 
 215 E. Sterling, Baytown, TX  77520 
 832-597-2862 (Troy Cell) 
 713-518-6429 (Kim Cell) 
 

       Don H. Whited 
 11519 Sagelink Dr., Houston, TX 77089 
 281-481-4346 (H); 608-520-1020 (Cell) 
 

Change of address: 
 

  Ed Doherty 
 3704 Cragmont Ave., Dallas, TX  75205 
 

Sad News: 
 

 We have received word that Harvey Beltz, a 
member of BS/H for many years before ill 
health made him unable to continue, passed 
away August 6.  Harvey lived in Shreveport, 
LA, and particularly enjoyed growing  Til-
landsias. 

 

 Burk D. “Mac” McGreevy of Port Arthur 
passed away August 5.  Mac was a member of 
BS/H from the mid 80s to the mid 90s when he 
deserted the world of bromeliads to pursue 
his love of raising and showing Koi.   

   August Birthdays 
 

        Sam Chism      8/02 
        Joe Sandel      8/05 
        Flo Adams      8/08 
        Scherie Townes      8/13 
        Gordon Rowell      8/17 
        Kim Merchant      8/20 
        Jan Garver      8/24 
        Troy Merchant      8/24 
        Joanne Woolsey      8/24 
        Gary Gallick      8/27 
        Dr. Steve Reynolds      8/31 
        Charlien Rose      8/31 

http://www.tgcfernsoc.org
mailto:Jimbos3@earthlink.net


BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC. 

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston 
 
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely pub-
lic charity and strictly educational purposes.  Specific 
goals of the Society shall be to: 
 

Increase knowledge of bromeliads through inter-
change and dissemination of information. 
 
Use such funds as are available for the purpose 
of research and/or equipment in institutions of 
higher learning within the State of Texas. 
 
 There are two classes of membership: 

 
 Individual   $20.00 per year 
 Family    $30.00 per year 

 
 All memberships begin with January of the current year. 

 
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org 
for more information. 
______________________________________________ 
 
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or e-
mailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly 
meetings.  Articles and any other information pertinent to 
bromeliads are solicited.  Articles may be reprinted with 
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication. 
 
A Yearbook is published annually based on the member-
ship roll at the end of the regular February meeting of 
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc. 
 
Please address any correspondence regarding this publica-
tion to: 
 

 Carole Richtmyer 
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive 

Spring, TX  77388 
planobrom@aol.com 

AFFILIATED WITH THE 
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL 

MEMBER OF 
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD 

GUILD 

AFFILIATED WITH THE 
BROMELIAD SOCIETY 

INTERNATIONAL 

Officers and Chairmen 
President   David Whipkey  
   21503 Cypress-Rosehill Road 
   Tomball, TX  77377 
   281-255-6154 
   dawhip49@hotmail.com 
Vice President   Sam Chism 
Secretary   Charlien Rose 
Treasurer   Allyn Pearlman 
Past President      Gene Powers 

Board of Directors 
Term Expires 

12/31/16   12/31/17   12/21/18 
Don Green        Jan Garver  Ruby Adams 
Steve Reynolds          Rick Richtmyer John Schmidt
                            
I.     Standing Committees 
       1. Publicity Allyn Pearlman 
              Bulletin Editor Carole Richtmyer 
       2. Plant Sales Chairman     Allyn Pearlman 
 Members: Phil Speer, Lynn Friedman,  
      Ken Gardner 
       3. Programs Chairman Sam Chism 

Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:  
Gene Powers/David Whipkey 

II. Committees of the Board 
       1. Annual Show  None 
       2. Bromeliad Culture TBA 
 Members  Chris Nguyen 
       3. Holiday Party  Allyn Pearlman 
       4. Garden Tours  John Schmidt 
       5.    Historian  David Whipkey 
 Vice Chairman  Jimmy Woolsey 
       6. Hospitality Coordinator Verna Powers 
 Members:    Daryl Page 
       7. Librarian Ruby H. Adams 
       8. Membership Allyn Pearlman 
       9. Raffle Plants Cherie and Frank Lee, 
    Wray Page 
      10. Seedlings Provided by Jimmy Woolsey 
      11. Show & Tell John Schmidt assisted by 
   Wray Page, Gary Gallick,  Rick Richtmyer 
      12. Members’ and Visitors’ Registrar Ken Gardner, 
                      Noreen Tolman, Midge Gorman 
      13. Courtesy Midge Gorman 
      14. Webmaster Joy Reynolds 

Representatives 
Southwest Bromeliad Guild   Charlien Rose, Ray Johnson 
Bromeliad Society International Gene Powers 
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Carole Richtmyer 
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive 
Spring, TX  77388 

FIRST CLASS 


