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MEETING DATE:  Tuesday, January 17, 7:30 p.m. 
 

PROGRAM SPEAKER:  Carole Richtmyer         
 

PROGRAM TITLE:  Earth Stars of Texas         
 
 

MEETING AGENDA: 

¶ Greetings/Call to Order/Member Plant 
Sale 

¶ Show and Tell 

¶ Meeting 

¶ Break/Refreshments/Buy raffle tickets 

¶ Program 

¶ Raffle 

¶ Adjourn 
 

FEBRUARY PROGRAM:             
Diversity of Hardy and Tropical Ferns  
by 
Darla Harris.  Darla will be selling ferns also. 
 

NEXT BOARD MEETING:  Thurs., 1/19  7:00 p.m. 
 

DEADLINE FOR FEBRUARY BULLETIN:  1/28/17 
 

***Please note:  There will be a member sale 
at this meeting! 
 
NOTE - No seedlings at this meeting 
 
Cryptanthus picture  - Earth Star Designs 

This Monthôs Bulletin 
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 UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

HERE COMES THE JUDGE 
 

¶ Do you want to learn more about bromeliads? 
¶ Figure out what the judges are looking for when 
they choose the winning plants in shows? 

¶ Travel to other places (i.e., Florida, California 
and Louisiana) to see how they grow and show 
bromeliads? 

 

Then consider becoming a judge.  The next judging 
School will be here in Houston on March 25.  There 
is a series of six schools offered over a period of 3 
years; then after completing all the requirements, 
you will be a BSI certified bromeliad judge.  
 
 

See Charlien Rose or Rick Richtmyer for details. 
_________________________________________ 
 

INTRODUCTION 
As you all know, Carole Richtmyer served as the 
Houston BSI newsletter editor for 14 years.  I will be 
following the very best and hope I can serve you all 
as well as Carole did.  Carole has graciously offered 
to mentor me in newsletter editing and we will be 
developing my newsletter skills over the next sever-
al months.  I welcome your ideas as I learn more 
about BS/H, bromeliads in general and newsletter 
editing.  My past professional writing experiences 
have been college newspaper, technical writer for 
BMC and technical training documentation for HP 
and FMC Technologies.   
 
As my IT friends always said to our clients, ñThank 
you for your patienceò.  Cheers, Mary 
______________________________________________ 



Presidentôs Page 
 
 

2016 was an extraordinary year for Bromeliad Society/Houston. Al-
most the entire membership pitched in to plan and execute the best 
received World Bromeliad Conference in recent years. From the loca-
tion in the heart of Houstonôs Galleria, the impressive list of seminar 
leaders, the garden tours and the great food and drinks the Host Com-
mittee took very good care of us. I think everyone involved came away 
from the Conference newly invigorated and ready to make The Society 
even greater. To everyone who contributed in any way to the Confer-
ence, thank you on behalf of The Society. 
 
Later in the year a number of us ventured to Louisiana to see the won-
derful greenhouse and gardens of Margo Racca. That was my first 
time there and the experience exceeded all my expectations. When I 

joined the Society in the early 90ôs we had a couple of garden tours scheduled every year. Would-
nôt you like to do that again? If you signed up for any of the memberôs garden tours during World 
Conference Iôm sure you were amazed at the collections on view. Now you are probably saying 
(like me) that you don't have a collection worthy of a garden tour, but I have never visited a green-
house or garden where I didn't find a lot of interest. If you would step forward and host a memberôs 
garden tour I guarantee that you would find a lot of interest in seeing what and how you grow and 
all concerned would learn a lot. 
 
2017 is going to be as good as 2016. We may not have the excitement of a World Conference this 
year but we do have an energized membership and a commitment to making the year great. I 
know the Program Committee has lined up some great speakers during the year. If you have an 
idea for a program, check with Cherie Lee and see if she has any open slots. Our new Editor 
would welcome articles, reports on events of interest or suggestions for articles, as she might be 
able to find someone to work with you to complete it. Take a look inside this Bulletin at the commit-
tees awaiting your participation. We need all of you to make this Society function as it should. Pick 
what you would like to do for the Society and volunteer. 
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     January Birthdays 
Beaumont Martin 1/2  
Deborah Bragg   1/10   
Leigh Farmer   1/10   
Michael Lyle 1/13 
Jean-Marie Jones   1/16   
Lynn Friedman 1/16 
Malcolm McCorquodale 1/17   
Betty Garrison   1/19   
Nita Ankenbruck   1/22   
Steven Ramirez   1/29   
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Caroleôs Corner 
 Our new Editor, Mary Cinotto, has asked me to write a short article for the Bulletin each month, whenever there is room.  
I believe weôre calling it ñCaroleôs Corner,ò which allows me some leeway in choice of topic.  This month Iôd like to take 
some space to thank the Bromeliad Society/Houston, first of all, for giving me the opportunity to contribute all those 

years, and second, for the generous gift you presented to me at the end of 
my years of service.  Mary will find as I did that being Editor gives her the 
chance to learn a lot about the wonderful plants we grow, not to mention 
meeting many terrific people. Even if it is challenging at times, I believe itôs 
an honor to serve as Editor. 

Iôm hoping everyone had a happy holiday season.  Now that itôs over, weôve 
finally had a chance to visit the greenhouse only to find many of the bromeli-
ads are showing the winter drabs, showing less color and some stressed 
foliage.  Even though it hasnôt been overly cold yet and weôve taken care to 
keep the greenhouse warm enough, the shorter days and lack of sunlight are 
taking a toll. 

Although I know that removing and potting pups is not a good idea in the 
winter, there are always those pups that get to the take-me-off-or-youôll-be-
sorry size.  Cryptanthus pups tend to bloom early if you let them remain on 
the mother plant too long.  Bromeliad pups of other genera will continue to 
grow, albeit slowly, often distorting the mother plant and limiting the produc-
tion of more pups.  If you do have to remove a pup, be sure to pot it in a mix 
which will allow the most rapid root growth possible, ultimately the key to its 
survival.  You might consider using a rooting hormone, if you feel it neces-
sary to remove a pup, then water it in well.  Once itôs placed back among 
your other plants, be sure to keep an eye on it to be sure it doesnôt dry out 
too much, always keeping in mind that if a bromeliad without roots is potted 
in a heavy, wet mix and grown in the dark, it is doomed to rot. Weôve even 

left some epiphytic pups unpotted to avoid that situation in winter.  Of 
course, cryptanthus are terrestrial rather than epiphytic and canôt be left unpotted the whole winter (although they can 
last longer bare rooted than they are given credit for).  We have placed newly potted pups that are rare or might be diffi-
cult to root on a light table in the winter,  to provide both a regular light source and bottom heat to speed the rooting pro-
cess. 

Our January Speaker:  

Carole Richtmyer on Earth Stars in Texas 
 

Carole first became interested in bromeliads after moving to Houston many years ago.  She and her husband, Rick, first 
joined Bromeliad Society/Houston in 1981.  Although they moved away to Dallas in 1982, their interest (and collection) 

continued to grow, and they became active members of the Greater Dallas-Ft. Worth Bromeliad Society.  It was during 
their years in Dallas that Rick and Carole became BSI certified bromeliad judges and Caroleôs interest in Cryptanthus 
was first born. 

Upon moving back to Houston in 1996, they again became active members of BS/H.  In past years Carole has served as 
BS/H President, Vice President and Director as well as Recording Secretary of the BSI.  She has just retired from her 
position as the BS/H Editor after serving in that capacity for 14 years.  She is a BSI Accredited Master Judge and In-
structor. 

 Her interest in Cryptanthus has encouraged her to create many new hybrids in the genus.  It also led to her to serve as 
Secretary of the Cryptanthus Society, a position she has continued to occupy for over 20 years.  She was made an Hon-
orary Trustee of that organization in recognition of her years of service.  Carole has given programs across Texas and in 
Louisiana, Illinois, California and Florida about Cryptanthus and bromeliads she has seen in her travels. 

She will be sharing her experiences in growing and hybridizing Cryptanthus at our meeting entitled: Earth Stars in Texas.    
At this meeting, Carole will give a slide program about Cryptanthus, which will cover the history and culture of the Genus 
and briefly touch on some of the changes expected to come; and also include how to exhibit them in shows, both horti-
culturally and artistically.  Her program includes pictures of many varieties of species and hybrids.  Calling on her years 
of experience, sheôll also talk about the ñhow toôsò of hybridizing. 
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The Houston Bromeliad  
Society was invited to a 
spectacular day at Margo 
Raccaôs home/gardens on 
10/22/16.  The weather 
was perfect to spend a day 
outdoors to enjoy the 
greenhouse and gardens 
along with a good lunch-
eon.  Margo is a gracious 
hostess and treated us all 
to sandwiches and her 
homemade gingerbread!  
(Margoôs Top/Side Photos) 
 
And, we all had a special 
treat by visiting Billie and 
Tommy Emanuelôs gar-
dens (Lower Left/Right). 


