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MEETING DATE: Tuesday, September 18, 2018 
NEW TIME:  7:00 P.M. 

Location: 1475 West Gray, Houston 77019 
 

PROGRAM SPEAKER:  Dennis Cathcart 
 
PROGRAM TITLE:  “A Short Visit to Colombia 
and Collecting The World's Largest Tillandsia”  
 
MEETING AGENDA:  
•    Social Time and No Member Plant Sale 

•    President’s Welcome 

•    Announcements & Committee Reports 

•    Show & Tell 

•    Short Break for Refreshments   

•    Guest Speaker       

•    Adjournment 

•    Plant Raffle 

 

OCTOBER PROGRAM:   -    Linda Whipkey  
“Testing Your Knowledge”  
         
NEXT BOARD MEETING:   November 15, 2018 
TIME:  7:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M. 

Location: 1475 West Gray, Houston 77019 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 

 
September 14-16 

Southwest Guild Show  
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

 
 

 
September 28-30  

Golden Age of Bromeliads 
Show and Sale 

Judson Robinson, Jr. Community Center  
2020 Hermann Drive, Houston, TX 77004 

 

December 1, 2018 
Holiday Party in lieu of Meeting 

Los Tios on Westheimer 

ADDITIONAL: 

Editor’s Note:  
 
This month’s experience is from a member 
who just joined and is in New York, Peg 
Raymond.  Peg has contacted Herb Plever 
so Herb can acquaint Peg with growing tips/
techniques.  Peg is in the cold, cold country 
so hopefully she will have some good spots 
for her tropicals this winter. 
 
Also a welcome to our visitors:  
Cheri Arnold, Renee Lieber and Margaret 
Donaldson.  Cheri and Margaret were win-
ners in the raffle. 
 
Other news...getting ready for the upcoming 
two shows.  Busy time. 
 
Cheers! 
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PRESIDENT’S  PAGE 
If we sometimes seem to go 
from feast to famine I suggest 
you figuratively at least put on 
some clothing and get ready 
to indulge.  We have at least 
some hope that the worst of 
the hot, dry weather is behind 
us and our plants will be able 
to perk up and begin to look 
better.  We can also feel like 
watering more, paying more 
attention to their needs-in 
short enjoying our hobby 
again.   
 
But if you have let too many 

plants shrivel up or the squirrels have knocked that pot off 
the shelf one too many times, there is hope on the hori-
zon.  You see, you don’t have to grow the most beautiful 
Bromeliads -you can go to your local Bromeliad Show and 
Sale and look at, study and buy those plants you wish you 
had taken better care of.  And we have three wonderful 
opportunities to do that.   
 
The Southwest Bromeliad Guild Show and Sale will be 
September 14 through September 16 in Baton Rouge.  
With many of the vendors we all buy plants from selling at 
this year’s Guild Show and the Auction following the Ban-

quet there is every possibility that you have ended up with 
all the Broms on your most wanted list.   
 
But if you didn’t spend your entire yearly Brom Budget in 
Baton Rouge, Tropiflora will be selling plants again at our 
regular monthly meeting in September.  It is always a 
pleasure when Dennis comes to present his wonderful 
programs.   
 
Finally, if you were out of the country for the first three 
weeks of September, our Bromeliad Society/Houston, Inc. 
annual Show and Sale will be September 28 through Sep-
tember 30 at Judson Robinson Center where we met for a 
couple of meeting dates after the water line flood at West 
Gray.   
 
I hope you each have some wonderful entries for these 
Shows.   
 
This year marks our 50th year as a Society and it would 
be great to have a really spectacular Show to celebrate 
that fact.  After September I’m looking forward to a rest, 
cooler weather and better-looking plants.  I don’t even 
care if they are the ones I bought at the Sales or those I 
did bring through the summer. 
 
See you soon and often  

 

September’s Speaker:  Dennis Cathcart  
“A Short Visit to Colombia and Collecting The World's Largest Tillandsia”  

Dennis and his wife, Linda, own and operate Tropiflora, established in 1976, 
which has become one of the largest collector-oriented exotic plant nurseries 
in the United States.  Tillandsias and other bromeliads are a specialty as well 
as a wide assortment of rare succulents, myrmecophytes, aroids, orchids and 
more.  They published the 'Cargo Report' catalog/newsletter for 19 years until 
they retired it in favor of a web-based business plan in 2010.  
 
His work with exotic plants, collecting, studying, photographing, writing and 
speaking about them has taken him to many countries around the world.  
Exploring for new plant varieties is still one of his favorite activities, and they 
have made over 100 collecting trips to more than twenty-seven countries 
from the Caribbean and Latin American to South East Asia, Africa and Mada-
gascar.  His explorations have resulted in the introduction of a number of new 
species of bromeliads to science and cultivation.  Three species of bromeli-
ads, an Aechmea, a Neoregelia and a Vriesea, carry the specific epithet 
cathcartii. 
 
In addition to exploring and collecting plants, they were an exhibitor at the 
first Singapore Garden Festival for which they won a silver medal for their 
bromeliad exhibit among sixteen countries exhibiting.  Dennis also judged at 
the 2013 Philadelphia Flower Show, the largest indoor flower show in the 
world.  
 
Lecturing takes Dennis and Linda to many fascinating places.  They have 
traveled widely throughout the U.S. as well as Australia, New Zealand, Vene-

zuela, Brazil, Bahamas, Philippines, Java, Singapore and Thailand for speaking engagements.  Dennis was keynote 
speaker at the ‘Broms on the Arafura’, Australia’s Bromeliad Conference in April of 2011, and spoke at the ‘Cool Broms’ 
conference March 2013 in New Zealand and again was the keynote speaker at 'Bromsmatta' the Australasian Bromeliad 
Conference in Sydney, Australia in April 2015.  Dennis was also the keynote speaker at the recent World Bromeliad Con-
ference: “Fiesta de las Bromelias” in San Diego, California in May/June 2018.    
 
BS/H is fortunate that Dennis makes time in his busy schedule to give us a program every year.  The program this year is 
titled: “A Short Visit to Colombia and Collecting the World's Largest Tillandsia”.  It will include one of his many trips 
to South America and the exciting process of collecting specimens.       
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From a New Member in New York 
Peg Raymond 

I was so pleased to see Theresa Sandberg's article in the August issue of 
BSH.  You asked for readers' experiences with bromeliads - forthwith, mine- 
 
I met Theresa and Derek ten years ago (or maybe more)  in India on a birding trip. - 
great trip - we both managed to scramble up on the back of an elephant to go see a 
tiger.   
 
Theresa and I have kept up through the years, but haven't visited, being well over a 
thousand miles apart.  I have always enjoyed their Christmas letters (illustrated with 
Derek's photos) until, in the 2017 letter Theresa men-
tioned her tillandsias.  Her WHAT?  So I 
emailed.  Your WHAT?  Theresa sent me snippets 

from the BSH newsletter as well as more photos from her collection.  Wowie Zowie!  I was 
hooked. 
 
I raced to the greenhouses of the man from whom I have purchased orchids for years. 
Horrors!  He is phasing out the orchids because one can now purchase orchids in grocery 
stores and gas stations, BUT would I be interested in tillandsias?  Would I ever, so I 
bought half a dozen for the price of one orchid, raced home and emailed Theresa with 
photos attached.  Theresa, pleased to have a budding enthusiast and being incredibly 
generous, immediately sent me a huge box with tillies from her collection.  I was on my 
way. 
 
My plants live currently on the screened porch where they get lots of air and some sun, 
but I am wondering how to house them in the winter - our snowfall is measured in feet 
rather than inches and the temperatures reach zero all too often.  Hmmm. 
 
Every August, I enter items in the county fair and this year, oh goodie, more things to enter - a terrarium (blue rib-
bon)  and a photo of caput medusae (2nd place).  Such fun!    Peg Raymond 

 

Bloomers 
for  

Sept. 

Aechmea 
farinosa  
discolor 

Bromelia sylvicola 

Bromelia ‘Que Sera’ 

Courtesy of Cherie and Frank Lee 
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SHOW AND TELL TIME 

Aechmea chantinii  (Fred Haase) 
Aechmea rubens Planted at ABC on 5/5/18 

(David Whipkey) 

Both of these Deuterochonia longipetala ‘Silver’ plants were from seeds planted on the same 
day, same time, under the same conditions!  One on the left is Linda’s and the one on the right 

is David’s.   Nothing different of which they are aware. 

Hohenbergia pinnae (David Whipkey) 

Wallisia cyanea varigata (Carole Richtmyer) 
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1968-2018 

50 years…and still growing 

By Linda Whipkey 

 

 
The Ninth Bromeliad World Conference 
 
June 9-10, 1990 
 
Houston, TX 
 

Yes, we had a conference back in the 90’s. The theme 
was, “Bromeliads in Space,” referring to the leadership in 
the aerospace industry by the Houston area.  The confer-
ence schedule’s cover page was a stylized version of earth 
as a background for the Space Shuttle and colorful Neore-
gelias with perfect conformity floating through the void. 
The show was held at the Wyndham Hotel just off I-45 N. It 
was sponsored by Bromeliad Society/Houston, The Brome-
liad Society International and the Southwest Bromeliad 
Guild.  
 
Everywhere you looked there was a reference to Space, 
whether it was a stand-alone mural, a table dedicated to 
the Shuttle or suspended plants. A mock-up newspaper 
was put together and distributed. It included articles that 
referred to the show in some way. For example, there was 
a piece about Southern Exposure greenhouses. It was of-
fered as a post conference tour. In Beaumont, it was a 
plant collector’s paradise that consisted of four greenhous-
es and hundreds of species and cultivars. Members and 
guest enjoyed the trip and added to their collections. 
 
At the show, sales hummed due to the extensive freeze 
damage from early in the year. Collectors and hobbyists 
were, “Buying up everything in sight.” At the auction on 
Saturday night, many delightful plants and items were up 
for grabs. 
 
Yes, the memories of 1990 are warm. There were things to 
do and see – just like our upcoming show on September, 
29-30. Come collect species and cultivars you have never 
seen before. Be a part of the auction on Saturday night and 
bid on great items. Volunteer to work the show to get a new 
perspective of what it takes to organize for success.  

See you on Friday, 28th, if you can help set up tables and 
displays. Otherwise, I’ll be looking for you on Saturday and 
Sunday at the Judson Robinson Multiservice center on 
Hermann Dr. near Hermann Park. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Food donation sign-up sheets for the BSH Show/Sale on September 29th and 30th, will be circulated at the  
September BSH Meeting.  If you cannot attend the meeting, but will be participating in the Show/Sale, please  
e-mail Verna Powers at vernast@yahoo.com, or call 281-513-0209, what your food contribution will be.   
 
Please, PLEASE -- keep in mind we do not have a stove (or oven) available and may not have a micro-
wave.  Please plan your food accordingly (already cooked, crock pot or electric skillet, or warmer plate for hot 
foods, etc.).  Also, if possible, extension cords might help.    

As always, the Hospitality Committee thanks you. 

FOOD DONATIONS FOR  
BSHI SHOW AND SALE 

mailto:vernast@yahoo.com
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The word of the month is swamp.  Lately when I watch the 
news, the word swamp comes up frequently; unfortunately 
it always has a negative connotation.  There has to be 
something good about swamps.  That got me to thinking:  
“Are there any Bromeliads that grow in swampy areas?”   If 
there are, they would probably love Houston.  After all, 
wasn’t Houston built on marshes, swamp, and prairie?   
 
The Merriam Webster Dictionary  (https://www.merriam-
webster.com/dictionary/swamp ) 
defines the word swamp as: 

 a wetland often partially or intermittently covered with 
water; especially : one dominated by woody vege-
tation 

a tract of swamp 
a difficult or troublesome situation or subject (Oh, that 

is what they mean in the newscasts.) 
 
I think I like definition #1.  When I hear the word swamp, I 
think of the Everglades, or the Okefenokee Swamp.  But let 
us not forget that the Amazon River basin (located in Boliv-
ia, Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, Guyana, Peru, Suriname (I 
had to look this one up.) and Venezuela) also contains 
swamps, as does the Pantanal region (located in Brazil, 
Paraguay and Bolivia).  Lots of swamp land; there must be 
some Bromeliads growing there. 
 
Think about the growing conditions in a swamp. 

high humidity 
wet ground/poor drainage 
shady near ground 
woody plants and trees growing in or near the water 
under the water partially decayed organic matter 

(future coal deposits) 
 

Swamp growing Bromeliads can be broken down into two 
major groups. 

Plants growing terrestrially near the water. 
Plants growing epiphytically above the water. 

 
All of these plants thrive in areas where there is good air 
circulation; they need to be warm, shady, humid, and wet.  
Sounds like my backyard in the springtime.  I think most of 
us can duplicate those conditions.  Remember that these 
plants usually grow near, or above, but not in the water.  If 
you want to be successful with swamp Bromeliads you 
need to: 

keep them moist, but not sopping wet.   
give them good air circulation. 
avoid bright sunlight. 
keep the humidity high. 
protect them when Jack Frost comes to visit. 

 
Keep these conditions in mind and you should be success-
ful growing swamp Bromeliads. 
 
The terrestrial swamp Bromeliads include:  Aechmea mag-
dalenae, Canistropsis seidelii, Deuterocohnia meziana, 
Guzmania bismarckii, and Vriesea bituminosa. 
 
The epiphytic swamp Bromeliads include:  Aechmea brac-
teata, Catopsis nutans, Guzmania musaica, Quesnelia 
arvensis, Tillandsia flexuosa, and Vriesea bituminosa. 
 
One Bromeliad, Puya dasylirioides, actually grows in 
sphagnum bogs.  The plant’s roots are in the wet acidic 
ground below the water and a trunk holds leaves above the 
moss growing on the surface. 
 
If you are looking for something a little different, give our 
swampy friends a try. 

 WHIPKEY’S WORD 
 September 2018 

Swamp 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/swamp
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/swamp
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BIRTHDAYS (Two duplicate days for September and October!!) 

   SEPTEMBER birthdays      
   
 Tommy Emanuel  9/3 
 John Schmidt  9/5 
 Clint Martin   9/8 
 Kathy Stahl   9/11 
 Noreen Tolman  9/12 
 Phil Speer   9/12 
 Don Green   9/13 
 Alan Raymond  9/14 
 Chris Krumrey  9/14 
 Debbie Gerstner-Wolf 9/15 
 Jimmy Woolsey  9/16 
 Galen Younger  9/17 
 Oscar Allen   9/20 
 David Whipkey  9/21 
 Daryl Page   9/22 
 

Linda’s Challenge  
Hi, Everyone.  
 
Hope you are all well and busy with your plants. Remem-
ber, they need TLC too. I’m just reminding you to enter the 
show in September with a decorative container or an artis-
tic arrangement …or both!  
 
At the August meeting, you will be able to pick up the entry 
form, the tag you need for each piece and the rules for 
showing (the schedule). You can also pick up those materi-
als at the show on Friday, the 28th.  
 
 
Friday is the day to check in your plants at the classification 
table. After check in, the plant is placed in the judging area.  
Judging takes place on Saturday morning. 
 

Please see me at the meeting for some hints. 
 
If art isn’t your thing, the horticulture category is where you 
can shine. You could win a novice award if you haven’t ev-
er entered before. It’s a lot of fun and there’s plenty to do to 
make the show a success. 
 
It’s time to start showing your 
plants! 

  october birthdays      
 
 Ed Doherty   10/3 
 John Edmonson  10/3 
 Frank Lee   10/5 
 Linda Whipkey  10/6 
 Wray Page   10/14 
 Gloria Spacek  10/15 
 Dan Whited   10/19 
 Margo Racca  10/23 
 Rick Richtmyer  10/24 
 Marsha Krumney  10/29  
 Martha Burg   10/29 
 Daniel Wolf   10/30 
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The Houston Orchid Society, Inc. 
www.houstonorchidsociety.org 

Regular meeting first Thursday of month  
at 7:30 P.M. 

First Christian Church 
1601 Sunset Blvd 

Next meeting will be September 6.  

Jimbo’s Nursery 
 

15019  8th St., Santa Fe, TX 77517, 409-925-6933 
 
www.Jimbosnurserytx.com; email: Jimbos3@earthlink.net 
 
We have a large selection of Aechmea, Billbergia, Cryptanthus, Dyckia, Neoregelia, and 
Tillandsia. Please compare our prices and our quality. 

 
Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society 

www.tgcfernsoc.org 
 

Regular meeting  
third Sunday of month at 2:00 P.M. 

Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center 
2020 Hermann Drive 

Next meeting will be September 16. 
 

 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 

August  2018 
BROMELIAD SOCIETY HOUSTON RAFFLE  $67 

REFRESHMENTS:   
N to Z 

Everyone should contribute when it is their 
turn.  Please refer to the Bulletin to determine if it is 
your turn (last name begins with A thru M group, and 
last name begins with N thru Z group).   
 
Please bring your refreshment ready to serve with the 
appropriate serving tool, and pick up your items at 
the close of the meeting!    
 
Your Hospitality committee and your fellow members 
appreciate your help.   

mailto:Jimbos3@earthlink.net
http://www.tgcfernsoc.org
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BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC. 

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston 
 
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public 
charity and strictly educational purposes.  Specific goals 
of the Society shall be to: 
 

Increase knowledge of bromeliads through inter-
change and dissemination of information. 
 
Use such funds as are available for the purpose 
of research and/or equipment in institutions of 
higher learning within the State of Texas. 
 
 There are two classes of membership: 

 
 Individual   $20.00 per year 
 Family    $30.00 per year 

 
 All memberships begin with January of the current 

year. 
 

Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org 
for more information. 
______________________________________________ 
 
The Bulletin is published monthly and is e-mailed to mem-
bers of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly meetings.  Articles 
and any other information pertinent to bromeliads are so-
licited.  Articles may be reprinted with proper acknowledg-
ment given to author and publication.   
 
Please have articles to the editor 
mary@edmonsonphoto.com  before end of the month. 
 
A Yearbook is published annually based on the member-
ship roll at the end of the regular February meeting of 
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc. 
 
Please address any correspondence regarding this publi-
cation to: 
 

 Mary Cinotto 
16023 Pebble Bend Drive 

Houston, TX 77068 
mary@edmonsonphoto.com 

AFFILIATED WITH THE 
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL 

MEMBER OF 
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD 

GUILD 

AFFILIATED WITH THE 
BROMELIAD SOCIETY 

INTERNATIONAL 

Officers and Chairmen 
 

President    Don Green  
    1226 Fountain View 
    Houston, TX 77057 
    713-252-9879 
    greensarkisian@att.net 
 
Vice President   Cherie Lee 
Secretary   Linda Whipkey 
Treasurer   Allyn Pearlman 
Past President      David Whipkey 
 
 

Board of Directors 
Term Expires 

12/31/18                   12/31/19 12/31/20 
Ruby Adams           Mary Cinotto             Gordon Stowe 
John Schmidt         John Edmonson         Shirl Stowe 
 
                           
I.     Standing Committees 
       1. Publicity   Allyn Pearlman 
               Bulletin Editor  Mary Cinotto 
       2. Plant Sales Chairman        Allyn Pearlman 
       3. Programs Chairman Cherie Lee  
       4. Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:  

                        David Whipkey/ 
   Don Green 

 
 

II. Committees of the Board 
       1. Annual Show  David Whipkey 
       2. Holiday Party Chairman Allyn Pearlman 
       3. Garden Tours  TBD 
       4.     Historian  David Whipkey 
       5. Hospitality Coordinator Verna Powers 
       6. Members & Visitor  
 Register:   Noreen Tolman,  
        Ken Gardner 
       7. Membership  Allyn Pearlman 
       8. Raffle Plants  Frank Lee, 
     Cherie Lee  
       9 Show & Tell  John Schmidt  
       10. Seedlings  TBD 
       11.   Webmaster  Joy Reynolds 
 
 

Representatives 
Southwest Bromeliad Guild    David Whipkey,  
     Ray Johnson 
Bromeliad Society International Steve Reynolds,  
                                                          Rick Richtmyer 

http://www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
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Mary Cinotto 
16023 Pebble Bend Drive 
Houston, TX 77068 

FIRST CLASS 


