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MEETING DATE: Tuesday, July 16, 2019 
TIME:  7:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M. 
Location: 1475 West Gray, Houston 77019
 

PROGRAM SPEAKER:  Joy Columbus 
PROGRAM TITLE:   
ñThe New Botanical Gardensò  
  
  
MEETING AGENDA:  
¶    Social Time and Member Plant Sale 

¶    Presidentôs Welcome 

¶    Announcements & Committee Reports 

¶    Show & Tell 

¶    Short Break for Refreshments   

¶    Guest Speaker       

¶    Adjournment 

¶    Distribution of Seedling 

¶    Plant Raffle 

 
AUGUST PROGRAM:   Charlie Birdsong,  

ñ Quesneliaò 

  
NEXT BOARD MEETING:   July 18, 2019 
TIME:  7:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M. 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

World Bromeliad Conference  
Sarasota, Florida, USA,  

 
 June 9th thru June 13th, 2020  

 
 

Bromeliads by the Bay 
Corpus Christi 

2019 Southwest Bromeliad Guild 
Show & Sale 

International Cryptanthus Society 
Show 

 
October 11-13, 2019     

Australasian Bromeliad Conference  
Sea World Resort on the Gold Coast 

in Queensland, Australia   
 

October 17-20, 2019  

Bromeliad Society of Houston  
Spring Sale 

1475 West Gray, Houston 
 

March 28, 2020 

Bromeliad Society of Houston  
Show and Sale 

Judson Robinson Center 
 

May 15-17, 2020 
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PRESIDENTôS   
PAGE 
 
I hope all of you and 
your plants are doing 
well.  We have re-
ceived some rain and 
slightly cooler tempera-
tures over the past 
month which is a pleas-
ant change from the 
heat.  I wish it would continue through the summer but 
that probably wonôt happen.  Oh well, wishful thinking.  
Just remember to stay hydrated, both you and your 
plants. 
 
As most of you know, we lost our good friend and fellow 
bromeliad lover Steve Reynolds in early June.  Some of 
us attended a nice Celebration of Life for Steve at his 
brotherôs home in East Texas a few weeks ago.  It was a 
very nice gathering.  Steveôs obituary and an accounting 
of the Celebration are included in the Bulletin.  His best 
friend Annette Dominguez and several other Austin 
friends are working on a Celebration of Life to be held in 
Austin in August.  More information will be available soon.  
We will miss Steve but he will not be forgotten.  We will 
always have our memories of the good times we had to-
gether.  
 
I would like to thank Shirl and Gordon Stowe for hosting a 
Garden Tour at their home in June.  Twenty members 
attended and it was great seeing their plants, gardens, 
and visiting with folks.  We are looking forward to one or 
two additional garden tours this year but we need volun-
teers to host them.  You donôt need to have a large collec-
tion, a greenhouse, or a large growing area.  There are 
always tips and things to be learned from any situation.  
 If you enjoy visiting gardens, we have to have gardens to 
go see so please let our Garden Tour Committee co-

chairs Shirl and Gordon know if you are willing to host a 
garden tour.    
    
For our July 16th meeting, we will have a status update on 
the new Botanical Garden in Southeast Houston.  It is 
about time Houston has its own Botanical Garden.  We 
will also have a member sale in addition to the raffle this 
month so donôt forget to bring to the meeting any surplus 
plants you might find as you are repotting, dividing, and/or 
downsizing your collection.  This is also a seedling month 
so you wonôt want to miss it.  
 
We are only three months away from the Southwest Bro-
meliad Guild Show and Sale and the International 
Cryptanthus Society Show in Corpus Christi October 11-
13th.  If you havenôt made your hotel reservations, the in-
formation is in the Bulletin.  Registration forms are ex-
pected to be available soon.  
 
As some of you may know, Steve Reynolds was the 
Event Chair as well as President of the Corpus Christi 
Bromeliad Society and the International Cryptanthus So-
ciety.  This has left a huge hole to fill and we need every-
one to step up and volunteer to help out.  I would like to 
thank some of our bromeliad family who have done so 
already including Charlie Birdsong, Aaron Davila, Annette 
Dominguez, Lorna Haynes, Allyn Pearlman, Margo Rac-
ca, Carole & Rick Richtmyer, Dave Schneider, David 
Whipkey, and Bryan Windham. My sincere apologizes if I 
forgot anyone.  They are all working very hard to make 
this a wonderful event.  It should be a lot of fun with beau-
tiful and unusual bromeliads to admire, buy, and bring 
home.  Multiple vendors will be attending and there a sev-
eral garden tours being scheduled.  I hope you will all be 
able to attend.     
 
I look forward to seeing you all at our meeting this month.  

Take care.  Cherie 

ñNew Botanical Gardensò Joy Columbus 
Joy will provide an overview and background about HBG as to construction progress.  The  majority of the time she will 

lead a virtual walk through the garden highlighting interesting plants & features.  

 

BIO: 
Joy leads the effort to articulate and develop the Houston Botanic Gardenôs horticul-
tural program, build the horticulture team and oversee plant conservation and land-
scape management.  She works with the Houston Botanic Gardenôs local, state and 
national partnerships to build unique plant collections and create awe inspiring gar-
dens that will delight and inspire visitors 

ñWith more than 20 years of experience, Joy will be an asset to our growing team,ò 
said Claudia Gee Vassar, HBG president and general counsel. ñHer wealth of 
knowledge and proven track record will be vital in making Houston Botanic Garden 
a world class, iconic destination.ò  

Columbus previously served as the director of horticulture at Cantigny Park in Wheaton, Illinois. She successfully initi-
ated and coordinated the development of a multi-phase $35 million campus revitalization plan, Project New Leaf. The 
project consisted of 500 acres, and included renovations to the historic garden framework and development of new gar-
den attractions.  

Additionally, Columbus has previous experience working with the New York State Office of Parks and Cleveland Botan-
ical Garden, and served as a research assistant at Miami University of Ohio. She received her Master of Science in 
biology from John Carroll University. She also holds a Bachelor of Arts in botany with an environmental emphasis and 
a minor in horticulture. . 

https://www.miami.miamioh.edu/
http://sites.jcu.edu/
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 Dr. Steven Dwayne Reynolds, D.V.M.  

Cats, Dogs, Birds, Bromeliads, Ferns, Cooking, 
Fishing, Family, Dining with Friends, Gig óEm 
Aggies, Music, and Politics é Dr. Reynolds had 
a fervor for them all and always a smile, always 
a laugh! 
 
Steve was born in Baytown, TX on August 31, 
1955 and died suddenly at his home in Rockport, 
Texas on June 11, 2019. He was employed by Dr. 
Charles Cruser, D.V.M., at the Rockport Veteri-
nary Clinic. 
 
Steve grew up with a love of taking care of ani-
mals, which led him to Texas A&M and veteri-
nary medicine. After completion, he found his 
way to Austin and worked at several clinics 
where he served a large and dedicated client fol-
lowing for over 35 years.  
 
Steve was a champion of many causes.  He was 
a Bromeliad Society International Judge. He was 
a member of the Board of Directors for the Bro-
meliad Society International, President of the 
Cryptanthus Society, International and the Cor-
pus Christi Bromeliad Society. He was a Master 
Gardener and member of the Austin Garden 
Club. He was also a founding member of AIDS 
Services of Austin and served that community 
for many years.  He was actively serving on the 
board of Cat Tales Rescue in Rockport, TX. 
 
Steveôs passion for animals and plants was only 
exceeded by his love for his family and friends.  
He was most recently reminding us that it 
should be our priority (and it was his) to ñSpend 
time with the people we love as we just never 
know how long we will have them with usò.  This 
is a lesson that we are all reminded of much too 
often and now, as he departs, he reminds us to 
live life to the fullest, as he did, and leave with 
no regrets.  
  
Steve was preceded in death, by his parents Wil-
liam and Alice Reynolds. He is survived by his 
brothers, Fred (Kathy) Gary, nephews and best 
friends, Joey, Jared, Jason, his beloved nieces 
Jessica, Casie, Cammie, 10 great nieces and 
nephews, cherished dog Latte, cats, Shakira and 
Juanes, and many friends across Texas and 
around the globe. 
 
If youôd like to give a remembrance gift for Ste-
ve, please donate to an animal shelter of your 
choice, or Cat Tales Rescue, PO Box 1497, 
Rockport, TX 78381-1497. 

Steve had a zest for life and lived it to the fullest. 
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For those who were unable to attend the cele-
bration of the life of Dr. Steven Reynolds, I 
would like to provide the following account.  
  
The event was held at the family property, down 
a dirt road in the countryside of East Texas.  The 
group from BS/H was received warmly by Ste-
veôs family including his brothers Fred with wife 
Kathy and Gary, cousins, nieces, and nephews.  
Also in attendance were neighbors, friends, 
coworkers from the clinic in Rockport, and long 
time best friend Annette Dominguez. 
 
There were tables and folding chairs set up un-
der the carport of the family home.  In the gar-
age was a small memorial to Steve consisting of 
family photos, a copy of the thoughtfully written 
obituary and bromeliads brought from Steveôs 
home.  There was also a bottle of Crowne Royal 
with a glass poured two fingers. 
 

After introductions were made, a local country 
preacher, pausing to remove his cowboy hat, 
read the obituary.  He then spoke of Steveôs love 
of family and friends and his devotion to caring 
for animals and plants.  In closing, he urged eve-
ryone to do good during our limited time on 
earth.    
 
The attendees were then invited to partake in a 
home cooked lunch of barbecue, beans, salads, 
and desserts.   
 
We all mourned Steveôs passing but also shared 
fond memories of times we spent together.  Ste-
ve had many health challenges in the time we 
knew him but always kept a positive outlook.  
We miss his smile, his laughter.  Steve was a 
good man, may he rest in peace. 
 
 Submitted by Frank Lee     

Celebration of Life 
Submitted by Frank Lee 

 

Always a Smile 
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Bromeliads on the Bay October 11-13, 2019 

 
2019 Southwest Bromeliad Guild Show & Sale 
International Cryptanthus Society Show 

October 11-13, 2019 
 

Emerald Beach Hotel     1102 South Shoreline Blvd Corpus Christi, Texas 
 

$89 a night     Group Code --  BROM 
    Call the Hotel for Reservations  

 
    361-883-5731 

    All Rooms Have Fridges & Microwave and hotel has Free Parking 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 
    
 Rev. Dave Schneider 7/1 
 Maylou Lemar Adams 7/9 
 Allyn Pearlman  7/12 
 Aaron Davila  7/23 
 Mary Cinotto  7/25 

august BIRTHDAYS  
  
 Sam Chism   8/2 
 Joe Sandel   8/5 
 Scherie Townes  8/13 
 Gordon Rowell  8/17 
 Kim Merchant  8/20 
 Troy Merchant  8/24 
 Joanne Woolsey  8/24 
 Gary Gallick   8/27 
 Charlien Rose  8/31 
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Julyôs Seedling 
Bromelia gurkeniana var. funchiana (SEL99-0098) 

 
Dennis Cathcart from the Tropiflora nursery in Florida says: 

ñAbout all I can say about this species is that it is an interesting, small growing un-Bromelia like Bromelia. When 
we first found this plant it was growing in amongst a colony of Neoglaziovia variegata in the Caatinga of Bahia, 
Brazil. When I saw the plant, the impression it made was that of a non-banded or concolor Neoglaziovia. The 
soil was very rocky and the plant was growing very deep, again, like the Neoglaziovias. I used the end of my 
machete to dig carefully around the plant until I found the bulbous base, and then extracted it. Aside from the 
lack of banding, it had somewhat less rigid leaves and slightly larger spines than the Neoglaziovias it was grow-
ing with. It was perfectly upright in nature, but in cultivation takes on a more familiar open shape, flattening out 
when blooming, with a nidular inflorescence and large blue flowers. A choice, rare plant, and a first class collec-
tor item for any terrestrial bromeliad fancier.ò 

 
Journal of the Bromeliad Society Volume 38 Number 7, JanuaryðFebruary 1988, page 33. 

ñThe latter (Bromelia gurkeniana var. funchiana) would seem at first glance to be hardly a bromeliad at all. Its 
leaves are up to 32 inches long and less than one-half inch wide at the base, narrowing gradually to the tip 
which is subulate (i.e. tapering to a point). The leaf bases show a bulb-like form which remains almost buried in 
the stony soil of its favored habitat. The plant is difficult to distinguish among the brush, since its leaves blend in 
with the rest of the vegetation. The inflorescence is not very ostentatious, barely rising above the leaf sheaths. 
... the var. funchiana has free sepals and violet-tinted petals.ò 

 
This plant was described in 1985.  It is rather rare in the Houston area.  Those of you who attended the show last spring, 
might remember the specimen that was entered by Aaron Davila.   
 
Dennis gave us several hints about culture in his description and I found some more clues in some photographs that I 
found online.  If you can remember way back to August of 2018, I described the Caatinga as a part of the discussion on 
desert Bromeliads.  The Caatinga is an area in the Northeastern part of Brazil which is a xeric shrubland.  The vegeta-
tion consists mostly of small thorny trees, cacti, and grasses.  It is dry for about 9 months out of the year.  It gets the 
majority of its 31 inches or so of yearly rainfall in remaining 3 months.  The sandy and clayey soil is rich in minerals, but 
poor in organic matter.   

 
If you grow Neoglaziovia well, grow this plant in much the same manner.  If I didnôt grow Neoglaziovia, I think you could 
plant the Bromelia in a standard pot since it likes to grow deep in the soil.  The mix should be gritty with ample amounts 
of Turface, small gravel, sand, perlite, lava rock, or some combination of the aforementioned materials. It should proba-
bly contain a lesser quantity of organic matter such as peat moss or bark.  I would drench it and let dry out before water-
ing again.  In cultivation it would most likely appreciate a regular feeding of ı to İ strength fertilizer when the plant is 
actively growing.  This is a true tropical plant.  It will appreciate bright light, possibly full sun if properly acclimated, and 
warm temperatures.  In its native habitat I donôt think the temperatures ever fall much below 65-70 degrees.  In the Hou-
ston area it would almost certainly not like temperatures much below 45-50 degrees, but it would love our hot, sunny 
summers.  - David Whipkey 
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Whatôs Blooming 

 Foxieôs Health & Safety: Avoiding and Treating Insect Bites 

¶ Avoid colognes, perfumes, or strongly scented bath products. 

¶ Wear clothing to cover as much of the body as possible. 

¶ Remain calm and still if a single stinging insect is flying around. 

¶ If attacked by several stinging insects, run to get away. 

¶ People with a history of severe allergic reactions to insect bites or stings should carry an epi-
nephrine autoinjector and wear medical ID jewelry stating their allergy.  

 
If stung by a stinging insect: 

¶ Remove the stinger using gauze wiped over the area or by scraping a clean fingernail over the area.  

¶ Never squeeze the stinger or use tweezers. 

¶ Wash the site with soap and water. 

¶ Apply ice to reduce swelling. 

¶ Take Benadryl to avoid an allergic reaction. 

¶ Seek medical attention.   é.   Review this article for more information: https://
www.workcare.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/WC-Fact-Sheet-Avoiding-and-Treating-Bites -
and-Stings.pdf 

Cryptanthus óDragonfireô 

Neoregelia óAlphaô 

Neoregelia óArielô 

Neoregelia óFirebrickô 
Neoregelia óFirst Prizeô 

Neoregelia óPetraô Neoregelia óTwitterô Billbergia óHallelujahô 

https://www.workcare.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/WC-Fact-Sheet-Avoiding-and-Treating-Bites-and-Stings.pdf
https://www.workcare.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/WC-Fact-Sheet-Avoiding-and-Treating-Bites-and-Stings.pdf
https://www.workcare.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/WC-Fact-Sheet-Avoiding-and-Treating-Bites-and-Stings.pdf
https://www.workcare.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/WC-Fact-Sheet-Avoiding-and-Treating-Bites-and-Stings.pdf

