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Neoregelia ’Tangerine’ by Earthstar Designs 

 

MEETING DATE: Tuesday, July 16, 2019 
TIME:  7:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M. 
Location: 1475 West Gray, Houston 77019
 

PROGRAM SPEAKER:  Joy Columbus 
PROGRAM TITLE:   
“The New Botanical Gardens”  
  
  
MEETING AGENDA:  
•    Social Time and Member Plant Sale 

•    President’s Welcome 

•    Announcements & Committee Reports 

•    Show & Tell 

•    Short Break for Refreshments   

•    Guest Speaker       

•    Adjournment 

•    Distribution of Seedling 

•    Plant Raffle 

 
AUGUST PROGRAM:   Charlie Birdsong,  

“ Quesnelia” 

  
NEXT BOARD MEETING:   July 18, 2019 
TIME:  7:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M. 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

World Bromeliad Conference  
Sarasota, Florida, USA,  

 
 June 9th thru June 13th, 2020  

 
 

Bromeliads by the Bay 
Corpus Christi 

2019 Southwest Bromeliad Guild 
Show & Sale 

International Cryptanthus Society 
Show 

 
October 11-13, 2019     

Australasian Bromeliad Conference  
Sea World Resort on the Gold Coast 

in Queensland, Australia   
 

October 17-20, 2019  

Bromeliad Society of Houston  
Spring Sale 

1475 West Gray, Houston 
 

March 28, 2020 

Bromeliad Society of Houston  
Show and Sale 

Judson Robinson Center 
 

May 15-17, 2020 
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PRESIDENT’S   
PAGE 
 
I hope all of you and 
your plants are doing 
well.  We have re-
ceived some rain and 
slightly cooler tempera-
tures over the past 
month which is a pleas-
ant change from the 
heat.  I wish it would continue through the summer but 
that probably won’t happen.  Oh well, wishful thinking.  
Just remember to stay hydrated, both you and your 
plants. 
 
As most of you know, we lost our good friend and fellow 
bromeliad lover Steve Reynolds in early June.  Some of 
us attended a nice Celebration of Life for Steve at his 
brother’s home in East Texas a few weeks ago.  It was a 
very nice gathering.  Steve’s obituary and an accounting 
of the Celebration are included in the Bulletin.  His best 
friend Annette Dominguez and several other Austin 
friends are working on a Celebration of Life to be held in 
Austin in August.  More information will be available soon.  
We will miss Steve but he will not be forgotten.  We will 
always have our memories of the good times we had to-
gether.  
 
I would like to thank Shirl and Gordon Stowe for hosting a 
Garden Tour at their home in June.  Twenty members 
attended and it was great seeing their plants, gardens, 
and visiting with folks.  We are looking forward to one or 
two additional garden tours this year but we need volun-
teers to host them.  You don’t need to have a large collec-
tion, a greenhouse, or a large growing area.  There are 
always tips and things to be learned from any situation.  
 If you enjoy visiting gardens, we have to have gardens to 
go see so please let our Garden Tour Committee co-

chairs Shirl and Gordon know if you are willing to host a 
garden tour.    
    
For our July 16th meeting, we will have a status update on 
the new Botanical Garden in Southeast Houston.  It is 
about time Houston has its own Botanical Garden.  We 
will also have a member sale in addition to the raffle this 
month so don’t forget to bring to the meeting any surplus 
plants you might find as you are repotting, dividing, and/or 
downsizing your collection.  This is also a seedling month 
so you won’t want to miss it.  
 
We are only three months away from the Southwest Bro-
meliad Guild Show and Sale and the International 
Cryptanthus Society Show in Corpus Christi October 11-
13th.  If you haven’t made your hotel reservations, the in-
formation is in the Bulletin.  Registration forms are ex-
pected to be available soon.  
 
As some of you may know, Steve Reynolds was the 
Event Chair as well as President of the Corpus Christi 
Bromeliad Society and the International Cryptanthus So-
ciety.  This has left a huge hole to fill and we need every-
one to step up and volunteer to help out.  I would like to 
thank some of our bromeliad family who have done so 
already including Charlie Birdsong, Aaron Davila, Annette 
Dominguez, Lorna Haynes, Allyn Pearlman, Margo Rac-
ca, Carole & Rick Richtmyer, Dave Schneider, David 
Whipkey, and Bryan Windham. My sincere apologizes if I 
forgot anyone.  They are all working very hard to make 
this a wonderful event.  It should be a lot of fun with beau-
tiful and unusual bromeliads to admire, buy, and bring 
home.  Multiple vendors will be attending and there a sev-
eral garden tours being scheduled.  I hope you will all be 
able to attend.     
 
I look forward to seeing you all at our meeting this month.  

Take care.  Cherie 

“New Botanical Gardens” Joy Columbus 
Joy will provide an overview and background about HBG as to construction progress.  The  majority of the time she will 

lead a virtual walk through the garden highlighting interesting plants & features.  

 

BIO: 
Joy leads the effort to articulate and develop the Houston Botanic Garden’s horticul-
tural program, build the horticulture team and oversee plant conservation and land-
scape management.  She works with the Houston Botanic Garden’s local, state and 
national partnerships to build unique plant collections and create awe inspiring gar-
dens that will delight and inspire visitors 

“With more than 20 years of experience, Joy will be an asset to our growing team,” 
said Claudia Gee Vassar, HBG president and general counsel. “Her wealth of 
knowledge and proven track record will be vital in making Houston Botanic Garden 
a world class, iconic destination.”  

Columbus previously served as the director of horticulture at Cantigny Park in Wheaton, Illinois. She successfully initi-
ated and coordinated the development of a multi-phase $35 million campus revitalization plan, Project New Leaf. The 
project consisted of 500 acres, and included renovations to the historic garden framework and development of new gar-
den attractions.  

Additionally, Columbus has previous experience working with the New York State Office of Parks and Cleveland Botan-
ical Garden, and served as a research assistant at Miami University of Ohio. She received her Master of Science in 
biology from John Carroll University. She also holds a Bachelor of Arts in botany with an environmental emphasis and 
a minor in horticulture. . 

https://www.miami.miamioh.edu/
http://sites.jcu.edu/
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 Dr. Steven Dwayne Reynolds, D.V.M.  

Cats, Dogs, Birds, Bromeliads, Ferns, Cooking, 
Fishing, Family, Dining with Friends, Gig ‘Em 
Aggies, Music, and Politics … Dr. Reynolds had 
a fervor for them all and always a smile, always 
a laugh! 
 
Steve was born in Baytown, TX on August 31, 
1955 and died suddenly at his home in Rockport, 
Texas on June 11, 2019. He was employed by Dr. 
Charles Cruser, D.V.M., at the Rockport Veteri-
nary Clinic. 
 
Steve grew up with a love of taking care of ani-
mals, which led him to Texas A&M and veteri-
nary medicine. After completion, he found his 
way to Austin and worked at several clinics 
where he served a large and dedicated client fol-
lowing for over 35 years.  
 
Steve was a champion of many causes.  He was 
a Bromeliad Society International Judge. He was 
a member of the Board of Directors for the Bro-
meliad Society International, President of the 
Cryptanthus Society, International and the Cor-
pus Christi Bromeliad Society. He was a Master 
Gardener and member of the Austin Garden 
Club. He was also a founding member of AIDS 
Services of Austin and served that community 
for many years.  He was actively serving on the 
board of Cat Tales Rescue in Rockport, TX. 
 
Steve’s passion for animals and plants was only 
exceeded by his love for his family and friends.  
He was most recently reminding us that it 
should be our priority (and it was his) to “Spend 
time with the people we love as we just never 
know how long we will have them with us”.  This 
is a lesson that we are all reminded of much too 
often and now, as he departs, he reminds us to 
live life to the fullest, as he did, and leave with 
no regrets.  
  
Steve was preceded in death, by his parents Wil-
liam and Alice Reynolds. He is survived by his 
brothers, Fred (Kathy) Gary, nephews and best 
friends, Joey, Jared, Jason, his beloved nieces 
Jessica, Casie, Cammie, 10 great nieces and 
nephews, cherished dog Latte, cats, Shakira and 
Juanes, and many friends across Texas and 
around the globe. 
 
If you’d like to give a remembrance gift for Ste-
ve, please donate to an animal shelter of your 
choice, or Cat Tales Rescue, PO Box 1497, 
Rockport, TX 78381-1497. 

Steve had a zest for life and lived it to the fullest. 
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For those who were unable to attend the cele-
bration of the life of Dr. Steven Reynolds, I 
would like to provide the following account.  
  
The event was held at the family property, down 
a dirt road in the countryside of East Texas.  The 
group from BS/H was received warmly by Ste-
ve’s family including his brothers Fred with wife 
Kathy and Gary, cousins, nieces, and nephews.  
Also in attendance were neighbors, friends, 
coworkers from the clinic in Rockport, and long 
time best friend Annette Dominguez. 
 
There were tables and folding chairs set up un-
der the carport of the family home.  In the gar-
age was a small memorial to Steve consisting of 
family photos, a copy of the thoughtfully written 
obituary and bromeliads brought from Steve’s 
home.  There was also a bottle of Crowne Royal 
with a glass poured two fingers. 
 

After introductions were made, a local country 
preacher, pausing to remove his cowboy hat, 
read the obituary.  He then spoke of Steve’s love 
of family and friends and his devotion to caring 
for animals and plants.  In closing, he urged eve-
ryone to do good during our limited time on 
earth.    
 
The attendees were then invited to partake in a 
home cooked lunch of barbecue, beans, salads, 
and desserts.   
 
We all mourned Steve’s passing but also shared 
fond memories of times we spent together.  Ste-
ve had many health challenges in the time we 
knew him but always kept a positive outlook.  
We miss his smile, his laughter.  Steve was a 
good man, may he rest in peace. 
 
 Submitted by Frank Lee     

Celebration of Life 
Submitted by Frank Lee 

 

Always a Smile 
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Bromeliads on the Bay October 11-13, 2019 

 
2019 Southwest Bromeliad Guild Show & Sale 

International Cryptanthus Society Show 
October 11-13, 2019 

 
Emerald Beach Hotel     1102 South Shoreline Blvd Corpus Christi, Texas 

 
$89 a night     Group Code --  BROM 
    Call the Hotel for Reservations  

 
    361-883-5731 

    All Rooms Have Fridges & Microwave and hotel has Free Parking 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 
    
 Rev. Dave Schneider 7/1 
 Maylou Lemar Adams 7/9 
 Allyn Pearlman  7/12 
 Aaron Davila  7/23 
 Mary Cinotto  7/25 

august BIRTHDAYS 
  
 Sam Chism   8/2 
 Joe Sandel   8/5 
 Scherie Townes  8/13 
 Gordon Rowell  8/17 
 Kim Merchant  8/20 
 Troy Merchant  8/24 
 Joanne Woolsey  8/24 
 Gary Gallick   8/27 
 Charlien Rose  8/31 
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July’s Seedling 
Bromelia gurkeniana var. funchiana (SEL99-0098) 

 
Dennis Cathcart from the Tropiflora nursery in Florida says: 

“About all I can say about this species is that it is an interesting, small growing un-Bromelia like Bromelia. When 
we first found this plant it was growing in amongst a colony of Neoglaziovia variegata in the Caatinga of Bahia, 
Brazil. When I saw the plant, the impression it made was that of a non-banded or concolor Neoglaziovia. The 
soil was very rocky and the plant was growing very deep, again, like the Neoglaziovias. I used the end of my 
machete to dig carefully around the plant until I found the bulbous base, and then extracted it. Aside from the 
lack of banding, it had somewhat less rigid leaves and slightly larger spines than the Neoglaziovias it was grow-
ing with. It was perfectly upright in nature, but in cultivation takes on a more familiar open shape, flattening out 
when blooming, with a nidular inflorescence and large blue flowers. A choice, rare plant, and a first class collec-
tor item for any terrestrial bromeliad fancier.” 

 
Journal of the Bromeliad Society Volume 38 Number 7, January—February 1988, page 33. 

“The latter (Bromelia gurkeniana var. funchiana) would seem at first glance to be hardly a bromeliad at all. Its 
leaves are up to 32 inches long and less than one-half inch wide at the base, narrowing gradually to the tip 
which is subulate (i.e. tapering to a point). The leaf bases show a bulb-like form which remains almost buried in 
the stony soil of its favored habitat. The plant is difficult to distinguish among the brush, since its leaves blend in 
with the rest of the vegetation. The inflorescence is not very ostentatious, barely rising above the leaf sheaths. 
... the var. funchiana has free sepals and violet-tinted petals.” 

 
This plant was described in 1985.  It is rather rare in the Houston area.  Those of you who attended the show last spring, 
might remember the specimen that was entered by Aaron Davila.   
 
Dennis gave us several hints about culture in his description and I found some more clues in some photographs that I 
found online.  If you can remember way back to August of 2018, I described the Caatinga as a part of the discussion on 
desert Bromeliads.  The Caatinga is an area in the Northeastern part of Brazil which is a xeric shrubland.  The vegeta-
tion consists mostly of small thorny trees, cacti, and grasses.  It is dry for about 9 months out of the year.  It gets the 
majority of its 31 inches or so of yearly rainfall in remaining 3 months.  The sandy and clayey soil is rich in minerals, but 
poor in organic matter.   

 
If you grow Neoglaziovia well, grow this plant in much the same manner.  If I didn’t grow Neoglaziovia, I think you could 
plant the Bromelia in a standard pot since it likes to grow deep in the soil.  The mix should be gritty with ample amounts 
of Turface, small gravel, sand, perlite, lava rock, or some combination of the aforementioned materials. It should proba-
bly contain a lesser quantity of organic matter such as peat moss or bark.  I would drench it and let dry out before water-
ing again.  In cultivation it would most likely appreciate a regular feeding of ¼ to ½ strength fertilizer when the plant is 
actively growing.  This is a true tropical plant.  It will appreciate bright light, possibly full sun if properly acclimated, and 
warm temperatures.  In its native habitat I don’t think the temperatures ever fall much below 65-70 degrees.  In the Hou-
ston area it would almost certainly not like temperatures much below 45-50 degrees, but it would love our hot, sunny 
summers.  - David Whipkey 
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What’s Blooming 

 Foxie’s Health & Safety: Avoiding and Treating Insect Bites 

• Avoid colognes, perfumes, or strongly scented bath products. 

• Wear clothing to cover as much of the body as possible. 

• Remain calm and still if a single stinging insect is flying around. 

• If attacked by several stinging insects, run to get away. 

• People with a history of severe allergic reactions to insect bites or stings should carry an epi-
nephrine autoinjector and wear medical ID jewelry stating their allergy.  

 
If stung by a stinging insect: 

• Remove the stinger using gauze wiped over the area or by scraping a clean fingernail over the area.  

• Never squeeze the stinger or use tweezers. 

• Wash the site with soap and water. 

• Apply ice to reduce swelling. 

• Take Benadryl to avoid an allergic reaction. 

• Seek medical attention.   ….   Review this article for more information: https://
www.workcare.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/WC-Fact-Sheet-Avoiding-and-Treating-Bites -
and-Stings.pdf 

Cryptanthus ‘Dragonfire’ 

Neoregelia ‘Alpha’ 

Neoregelia ‘Ariel’ 

Neoregelia ‘Firebrick’ 
Neoregelia ‘First Prize’ 

Neoregelia ‘Petra’ Neoregelia ‘Twitter’ Billbergia ‘Hallelujah’ 

https://www.workcare.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/WC-Fact-Sheet-Avoiding-and-Treating-Bites-and-Stings.pdf
https://www.workcare.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/WC-Fact-Sheet-Avoiding-and-Treating-Bites-and-Stings.pdf
https://www.workcare.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/WC-Fact-Sheet-Avoiding-and-Treating-Bites-and-Stings.pdf
https://www.workcare.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/WC-Fact-Sheet-Avoiding-and-Treating-Bites-and-Stings.pdf
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Whipkey’s Word 
July 2019 

ANTHESIS 
 

 
 
   

 

 Cristy Brenner  cbrenner4@cox.net 949-837-3722 

Sex!  Now that I have your attention, I would like to intro-
duce July’s word of the month, anthesis.   

 
A Bromeliad Glossary defines anthesis as: 

The flowering period:  the time when the flower is 
fully open, usually the time of anther maturity when 
the pollen is ripe. 

 
In other words the plant is getting ready to have sex.  Do-
ing further research I found that anthesis also appears to 
include the period of time leading up to the flowering.  An-
thesis is the time when a plant is getting ready to produce 
seeds.   
 
For example, there could be changes in leaf color and/or 
the shape of the plant.  During anthesis many Neoregelias 
flatten out, develop additional color in their leaves, and pro-

duce flowers inside their cup.  On the other hand, at anthe-
sis Orthophytums stretch out.  The stem between the 
leaves elongates, and flowers appear at the apex of the 
stem.  Unfortunately, no change in color occurs in Ortho-
phytums unless you count green bracts.  Finally, the poor 
Dyckia does not do much at anthesis other than produce a 
bloom spike which bears the flowers. 

 
The concept of anthesis is important if you enter a plant in 
a Bromeliad show.  On your paperwork you will be asked if 
the plant is a blooming plant or a foliage plant.  How do you 
decide?  Think about anthesis.  If a plant has started to 
change in preparation for flowering, is currently flowering, 
or has finished flowering, then it is a blooming plant.  In 
other words if the plant has flattened, colored up, stretched 
its rachis (see below.), flowered, or has berries, congratula-
tions you probably have a blooming plant! 
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Garden Tour at Gordon and Shirl Stowe’s  
June 15—Great Experience 

The first 2019 Garden Tour at Gordon and Shirl Stowe’s was absolutely lovely with lots of stun-
ning plants, great refreshments, decent weather and good attendance. Thank you Shirl and Gor-
don for a fun time and a morning of gorgeous plants.    
  
If you would like to host a tour in early fall, please contact Shirl Stowe or Gordon Stowe to let them 
know as they are the Garden Tour Chairfolks and can help you with the process.  Shirl ’s email is 
birddogL19@outlook.com  and Gordon is at grstowe@comcast.net.   

June’s Show and Tell 

Aechema fasciata  
Troy Merchant 

Tillandsia copanensis   
David Whipkey 

Tillandsia chiapensis 
John Schmidt 

   x Niduregelia ‘Midnight’  
Cherie Lee 

Tllandsia fasciculata 
John Edmonson 
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The Houston Orchid Society, Inc. 
www.houstonorchidsociety.org 

Regular meeting first Thursday of month  
at 7:30 P.M. 

First Christian Church 
1601 Sunset Blvd 

Next meeting will be July 11  

Jimbo’s Nursery 
 

15019  8th St., Santa Fe, TX 77517, 409-925-6933 
 
www.Jimbosnurserytx.com; email: Jimbos3@earthlink.net 
 
We have a large selection of Aechmea, Billbergia, Cryptanthus, Dyckia, Neoregelia, and Tilland-
sia. Please compare our prices and our quality. 

 
Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society 

www.tgcfernsoc.org 
 

Regular meeting  
third Sunday of month at 2:00 P.M. 

Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center 
2020 Hermann Drive 

Next meeting will be July 21 
 

Location: 1475 West Gray, Houston 77019JUNE 2019 
BROMELIAD SOCIETY HOUSTON RAFFLE  $63 

JULY REFRESHMENTS:   
N to Z 

 
Thanks to everyone for contributing to the goodies. 
 
Please refer to the Bulletin to determine if it is your 
turn (last name begins with A thru M group, and last 
name begins with N thru Z group).   
 
Bring your refreshment ready to serve with the appro-
priate serving tool and don’t forget to get your items 
at the close of the meeting!    
 
Your Hospitality Committee and fellow members  
appreciate your participation. 

DONORS WINNERS 

  Ruby Adams  Madge Donaldson 

  Cherie Lee  Vickey Gurka 

  Troy Merchant  Paulette McNeese 

  Richtmyers  Troy Merchant 

  David Whipkey  Gordon Stowe 

   Shirl Stowe 

mailto:Jimbos3@earthlink.net
http://www.tgcfernsoc.org
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BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC. 

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston 
 
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public 
charity and strictly educational purposes.  Specific goals 
of the Society shall be to: 
 

Increase knowledge of bromeliads through inter-
change and dissemination of information. 
 
Use such funds as are available for the purpose 
of research and/or equipment in institutions of 
higher learning within the State of Texas. 
 
 There are two classes of membership: 

 
 Individual   $20.00 per year 
 Family    $30.00 per year 

 
 All memberships begin with January of the current 

year. 
 

Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org 
for more information. 
______________________________________________ 
 
The Bulletin is published monthly and is e-mailed to mem-
bers of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly meetings.  Articles 
and any other information pertinent to bromeliads are so-
licited.  Articles may be reprinted with proper acknowledg-
ment given to author and publication.   
 
Please have articles to the editor 
mary@edmonsonphoto.com  before end of the month. 
 
A Yearbook is published annually based on the member-
ship roll at the end of the regular February meeting of 
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc. 
 
Please address any correspondence regarding this publi-
cation to: 
 

 Mary Cinotto 
16023 Pebble Bend Drive 

Houston, TX 77068 
mary@edmonsonphoto.com 

AFFILIATED WITH THE 
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL 

MEMBER OF 
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD 

GUILD 

AFFILIATED WITH THE 
BROMELIAD SOCIETY 

INTERNATIONAL 

Officers and Chairmen 
 

President   Cherie Lee  
   24672 Pine Ridge 
   Hockley, TX  77447 
   832-566-5786  
   cherie.d.lee@sbcglobal.net 

 
Vice President   Linda Whipkey 
Secretary   David  Whipkey 
Treasurer   Allyn Pearlman 
Past President      Don Green 
 
 

Board of Directors 
 

Term Expires 
12/31/19                   12/31/20  12/31/21 
Mary Cinotto       Gordon Stowe   Vickey Gurka 
John Edmonson      Shirl Stowe  Frank Lee 
 
                           
I.     Standing Committees 
       1. Publicity   Allyn Pearlman 
              Bulletin Editor  Mary Cinotto 
       2. Plant Sales Chairman        Allyn Pearlman 
       3. Programs Chairman Linda Whipkey  
       4. Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:  

                    Don Green / Cherie Lee 
     

   
II. Committees of the Board       

Representatives 
 

Southwest Bromeliad Guild    David Whipkey,  
     Ray Johnson 
Bromeliad Society International Margo Racca,                                                
     Rick Richtmyer 
 

1 Annual Show  David Whipkey 
2 Bromeliad Culture David Whipkey 
3 Courtesy  Midge Gorman 
4        Garden Tours  Gordon Stowe,                                                   

    Shirl Stowe 
5  Historian   David Whipkey 
6 Holiday Party Chairman Allyn Pearlman 
7 Hospitality Coordinator Verna Powers 
8 Members &  
 Visitor Register:   Ken Gardner, 
    Noreen Tolman 
9 Membership  Allyn Pearlman 
10 Raffle Plants  Cherie Lee,  
    Frank Lee 
11 Seedlings  Allyn Pearlman 
12 Show & Tell  John Schmidt  
13 Webmaster  Joy Reynolds 

http://www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org


 13 

B
ro

m
el

ia
d

 

  
  

  
 S

o
ci

et
y

 

V
ol

 5
2 

 N
o 

7 
 

Ju
ly

 2
0

19
 

Mary Cinotto 
16023 Pebble Bend Drive 
Houston, TX 77068 

FIRST CLASS 


