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From the Editor and the Board of Directors:
The transition to an online format for the bulletin that was
discussed in the January issue begins with this issue. The
new format will allow us to mail and e-mail the bulletin
more easily and will also help to cut the cost of mailing
and publication.
We’re hoping you like the look. We will all miss the
booklet form of the bulletin, a tradition that has been in
place since 1969, but we have finally reached a place
where technology and finances dictate a dramatic change.

MEETING DATE:

Tuesday, February 16, 7:30 p.m.

PROGRAM SPEAKER:
PROGRAM TITLE:

Dick & Phyllis McEuen

“Visiting the Galapagos Islands
and Quito, Ecuador”

See page 5 for more information about Dick and
Phyllis.
SEEDLING:

Neoregelia ‘Inca’

From David Meade: An older hybrid of unknown
parentage. Upright rosette, red leaves covered
by green spots and blotches, with brighter red
leaf tips. Picture courtesy of the Florida Council
website.
MEETING AGENDA:







Member Plant Sale
Greetings/Call to Order
Show and Tell
Cultural Tips
Meeting
Break/Refreshments/Buy raffle tickets/Plant
Sale
 Program
 Raffle
 Adjourn
NEXT BOARD MEETING:

March 18, 7:30 p.m.

MARCH PROGRAM:
DEADLINE FOR MARCH BULLETIN:

Phil Speer
2/23/10

The good news is those of you who choose to receive the
bulletin via e-mail will see all pictures in color, and be
able to print it out in color if you have access to a suitable
printer. Of course, we will continue to include the usual
important announcements, informative articles and all of
the features contained in the old format.
What I still need from many of you is your current e-mail
address, so I’ll be passing around a list again at the February meeting. I would appreciate hearing from everyone
who has internet access whether they’re agreeable to receiving the bulletin only by e-mail. If I don’t hear otherwise by the beginning of March, I will assume email is your choice. To reply, my e-mail address is:
planobrom@aol.com; phone number is 281-350-6809.
Of course, those members who don’t have internet access
will continue to receive hard copies via regular mail, as
usual, although in the new format rather than booklet
form.
If you have comments or requests, please direct them to
Jimmy Woolsey. To contact Jimmy, his e-mail is jimbosnursery@earthlink.net, or 409-925-6933.

2010 BS/H DUES are due and payable now. Single
memberships are $20 and joint memberships $30 per
year. You can mail your check to Allyn Pearlman at
6422 Bankside Drive, Houston, TX 77096, or pay at the
February meeting.
February is the deadline for your dues to be in to Allyn in
order to be included in the 2010 yearbook. The yearbook
will be printed in booklet form as in previous years and
distributed at the April meeting.
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his has been one cold spell after another and my gardens and some of my bromeliads look pretty dismal. When I heard that the groundhog saw his shadow
predicting six more weeks of cold, it was almost more than I could bear. At
this time, I don’t know how many of my bromeliads will survive this weather. I did
find a little solace in an old article that Carole featured in the Bulletin a few years
back. Karen Andreas talked about “after-the-cold-care”. Here are some of the highlights:
1) Leave the freeze cloth on if more cold weather is forecast. The bromeliads will continue to receive light and moisture through it.
2) It’s best not to let plastic even touch your plants. Remove it right away
when it warms up or you’ll bake your broms.
3) Do not trim away any of the brown tips or damaged leaves. These provide insulation from further cold.
This next one was really interesting to me and I wouldn’t have known this.
4) After a cold snap, the centers of Ae. blanchetiana appeared to have detached from the plant. Leave them alone and they often reattach and grow again in
the spring.
5) Keep bromeliads hydrated by watering early in the day so leaves can dry. Flush leaves out of the cups, especially Billbergias. The leaves deteriorate and can burn through the leaves.
Bromeliad Society/Houston, Inc. needs beautiful bromeliads and we need people who grow them. We are getting
members lined up for committees but we can always use more help. If you are willing to volunteer your time or talents
in any way, just see one of the officers, board members or committee members. You can find these people listed on
the inside cover of your bulletin. After all, many hands make light work. In February, let us know how you’d like to
participate.
Tillandsia II
1) If you received a book, I will be bringing the plastic book jackets back. I let Paul Isley know that they didn’t fit and
he explained that they do. How embarrassing. I do know how to put the jackets on now.
2) Call or e-mail me to make arrangements for your Tillandsia II book. We’ll figure out how I’ll get it to you.
Lindsey 713/896-4009 or g_l_stowe@comcast.net (Yes, there are 2 underscores.)
2) To order a book on your own contact www.Botanical-Press.com.

Lindsey
February Meeting
Refreshments
Moving into our

new year, BS/H will
continue its fine
culinary traditions
with lots of delicious treats
provided this month by the N-Zs.
Liquid refreshments will be
furnished by the club.

Sales Coming Up!
Remember — another
chance for members to buy
and sell bromeliads at the
February meeting!
And, be sure to mark your calendar for the
BS/H spring sale to be held at Gethsemane
United Methodist Church on April 10. Check
with Allyn Pearlman if you don’t yet have a
sales number.
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This article by Herb Plever is reprinted from the New
York Bromeliad Society’s newsletter, Bromeliana, Vol.
XXIV No. 8, December 1987. While it may not yet be
quite planting time in Texas, we hope this article will give
everyone some hope that spring is not really too far off
and we can again begin thinking of more pleasant activities in our greenhouses and yards. And that all our frozen broms are not quite dead and will be generous with
pups.

A PUPS RAMBLE
by Herb Plever
In all plant
families reproduction
by seeds or
spores is the
principal
means
of
carrying on
and preserving the species. A seco n d a r y
Guzmania sanguinea
me c h a n i s m
developed in
the evolutionary process is the production of vegetative
offsets. Almost all bromeliads will produce these offsets,
called pups, from their bases or the leaf axils. Upper puppers (Vriesea splendens and Guzmania sanguinea) and
some Cryptanthus produce a pup in their centers, next to
the inflorescence. Proliferating forms of Tillandsias like
T. equatorialis [Editor: not a currently recognized name],
T. paucifolia and T. circinnata produce pups from the top
of the inflorescence after flowering.
Offsets
are
usually
put
out after flowering, though
some bromels
will pup even
before then. A
few species
such as Tillandsia lucida
and Till. complanata will
rarely produce
Tillandsia complanata
pups and reproduce almost exclusively by seed germination.
If one of your plants suddenly develops a dead center,
don't throw it away. A bromel whose growing point has
died will usually quickly put out a pup or two. This too is
an evolutionary device for the preservation of the species.

If you are seeking to rapidly promote a stock of a particular clone, or if you have a plant with center leaves all
stuck together with a lot of bad leaves and would like to
start it all over, you can take advantage of that phenomenon by killing the center of the plant with a hot
implement. I use a screw driver heated in the flame of
the stove to do the job.
Most bromels will put up an average of 1 to 4 pups after
they have flowered. Sometimes these are produced 2 or
3 at a time, but more often one pup will come up a time.
When you separate a pup from the parent this seems to
stimulate a dormant node or nodes at the base of the
plant or in the leaf axils to grow other pups. Thus the
faster you take off the first pup, the quicker a second
one will be produced.
For the hobbyist, however, quantity is not as important
as quality. It is best to wait until. the pup is at least 1/3
the size of the parent before removing it. The more mature the pup, the easier it will be for it to root and become viable on its own.
Once the inflorescence becomes unsightly, it is best to
remove it as this
tends to stimulate the
production of more
pups. Then it is a
good idea to start a
regimen of heavy fertilizing. I have usually already started
this by fertilizing the
plant bi-weekly when
it looked like it was
ready to bloom with
Peters 10-30-20 at 1/2
strength. After I reAechmea fosteriana
move the inflorescence, I pour 1/2 strength Peters 20-20-20 into the cup
every week, and I have found that this does stimulate
the plant to produce multiple pups.
A sharp, strong knife should be used to separate a pup
from its parent. In some Aechmeas the stolen connecting the two is so hard you may need to use a small saw
or a serrated knife. When removing Vriesea pups from
the leaf axils you must be careful to preserve as much of
the pup's base as possible by cutting into the parent. first
make a cut at the outer lower base of the pup before trying to cut down behind it, and don't put too much outward pressure on the pup as its base will be very soft
and brittle and will tend to snap off even under moderate pressure.
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You can tell if Cryptanthus pups are ready to be removed by gently applying pressure sideways. If the pup
is ready, it will pop off without the need of cutting.
Some Cryptanthus pups, however, will need to be cut
off - just be sure to leave the pup its full base when you
make the cut. After a pup has been removed, it is a good
idea to let the cut area callus for 24 hours.
This minimizes the danger of infection by bacteria or
fungus invading the open wound. Dust the area with
Rootone which contains a fungicide.
I mount the grey, scurfy Tillandsia pups on bark with
Liquid Nails adhesive. I plant all other pups in my regular, coarse, well-draining mix. I first make sure the mix
is thoroughly saturated with water. I fill the pot and then
empty the mix in a 1/2 gallon plastic container and work
warm water through the mix with my hands until the
peat moss is well soaked. Then I press the mix down
into a plastic pot and make a deep hole where the pup's
base will be placed.
I plant the pup deep enough so that the bulges of the
lowest leaf sheaths are resting slightly below the surface
of the medium. A few lower leaves might be lost that
way but the plant will be well stabilized in the pot and
should root better. I then firm down the mix around the
pup so that it is fixed securely and .will not wobble
around.
I pour some water in the center of the pup, make out a
plastic label with the name of the plant and date of potting and place it on a capillary mat tray where it will
receive moderate light, but no direct sunlight.
The first 3 or 4 weeks after a pup has been separated
from its parent are critical for its existence, especially if
it has not made any roots while growing on the parent. It
will probably not be able to hold water in its center and
to help it survive until it makes roots you must prevent it
from drying out. Using a capillary mat keeps its mix
constantly damp to encourage rooting, or you can spray
the pup 2 or 3 times a week and water the medium twice
a week until it develops roots and takes hold of the mix.
[Editor: Bear in mind that Herb grows most everything
indoors].
Once in awhile you may find that a Vriesea or Guzmania pup has come up with its leaves stuck together so
they cannot unfurl. When they are cemented like this, it
is difficult to separate the leaves without tearing them. If
the pup is at least of moderate size, you can cut it off
and submerge it in warm water with a little soap or detergent added for about 30 minutes. You may then be
able to gently separate and unfurl the leaves, beginning
with the lowest leaves.
xxx

CULTURAL TIPS

Winter Damages – What Do We Do?
By Odean Head

L

ast month we
discussed winter
preparations
that we can make to
reduce the possibilities
of cold damage to our
plants.
Some of us
were not completely
prepared for that first
winter blast that
brought us a heavy coat
of snow and ice. I did
not have a top on about
one fourth of the area to
be covered nor over
half of the sides
up. The precipitation
stopped about dark and
the ice stayed in the
cups of all the uncovered plants all night. I washed the ice
out in the morning but the damage had already been done.
I still do not know which plants are completely dead. It
took several days for all the dead tissue to turn completely
brown. I have trimmed all the dead tissue off several trays
of plants and in most cases have found one to two inches of
live tissue above the base of the cup. Most of the smaller
plants were completely dead. It seemed strange to see an
apparent dead billbergia coming into bloom. In fact, I had
a clump of Billbergia Pink Champagne that appeared to be
completely dead but had three fresh inflorences coming up
out of the brown foliage.
Even though the temperatures were in the upper twenties,
plants that were protected from falling frozen precipita-

tion suffered only minor damages. Heating would not
have helped much since there was no enclosure.
So, what do we do now? Lack of time would not permit me to try to recover everything that might be recoverable. I do plan to look for special plants that are
damaged and try to propagate them. On these I will trim the
dead tissue all the way to the border of the live tissue. Some of the ones I have trimmed had damp tissue at
the border that smelled rotten. I don’t know whether it was
still rotting or not but trimming all the dead off will at least
help dry it out.
I will then punch their centers and add some fertilizer. Then cross your fingers and get back to taking care of
the survivors. Good luck.
Houston, Texas
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Meet our February
Speakers:
Dick & Phyllis McEuen

Bob Whitman Memorial Fund
The following letter was sent to the BS/H by the
Beaumont Council of Garden Clubs:
In the spring of 2009 Bob
Whitman was so suddenly
taken from us by a debilitating cancer. It was a tremendous loss for all.
Bob was the best friend that
gardens, bromeliads in general and Cryptanthus in particular, and exotic rabbits
could ever have. He was instrumental in bringing the
Beaumont Botanical Gardens back to life after recent
hurricanes. In the 1980's
Bob discovered a previously
unknown species of Cryptanthus in Brazil, which was
later named in his honor, Cryptanthus whitmanii. He also
loved exotic rabbits and introduced endangered breeds to
the United States, ensuring their survival.

Your ad
could be
here.
Contact a board member if you
might be interested in advertising
in the bulletin.

C. whitmanii, picture courtesy of
Cryptanthus Online website.

Dick and Phyllis McEuen love to travel. Their interest in succulent plants has taken them on photographic journeys to Chile, Argentina, Peru, and Brazil. While on these trips, their fascination with
South America has grown. They could not resist a
nature trip to Ecuador's Galapagos Islands and capital city, Quito, and will share their travel experiences
with us at the February meeting.

It is only right that Bob be honored with a suitable memorial garden in the Beaumont Botanical Gardens, so that
people from all walks of life might enjoy seeing the fruits
of Bob's labor in horticulture and rabbit husbandry. The
garden in Bob's honor will feature rabbit statuary and bromeliads, as well as other plants that Bob loved and that
will flourish there. An obelisk, or granite marker will tell
of' Bob's dedication to rabbits, bromeliads, the botanical
gardens, and his accomplishments. This project will be
entirely funded by various
garden clubs, Bob’s friends,
co-workers, and people
whose lives he touched.
If you, as a club or as individuals, would be interested
in contributing to the Bob
Whitman Memorial Fund,
please make contributions
payable to the Beaumont
Council of Garden Clubs,
designating on the memo
line of the check that it is

for Bob's memorial. All donations are tax deductible.
Please mail your contribution to:
BOB WHITMAN MEMORIAL FUND
Beaumont Council of Garden Clubs
6088 Babe Zaharias Drive
Beaumont, TX 77705
The letter is signed by Alice Wilder, chairman of the
Council.
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February
Birthdays
Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting third Sunday of month at 2:00 PM
Houston Garden Center
Next meeting: February 21, 2010

Molly Sheffield
Laurie Skov
Vickey Gurka
Richard Beaubouef
Sunny Johnson
Kenneth Gardner
Fred Rinebold

The Houston Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month at 7:30 PM
Houston Garden Center
Next regular meeting: March 4, 2010
▪

Thanks to the following donors to the January raffle
table: Carole & Phil Speer, Cherie Lee, Ruby Adams, Mollie Sheffield, Sam Chism, Daryl Page,
David Meade, Fred & Mary Ellen Rinebold, and
Jimmy Woolsey.

▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

And the lucky winners were: Faye Martin, Charlien Rose, Jan Garver, B.P. Curtis, Vickey Gurka,
Richard Beaubouef, Lynn Friedman, Cynthia
Johnson, Beth Whitley, Daryl Page, Billie
Emanuel, Martha Burg, and Noreen Tolman.
The raffle brought in $150.

Additions and Corrections


Welcome to our newest member:
Cindy Gray Strickland
6627 Lindy Ann Lane
Houston, TX 77008
713-823-2292

▪
▪

2/15
2/17
2/18
2/23
2/23
2/28
2/29

Dates to Remember

Judges School V, Azalea Room, Houston Gar-

den Center, 8:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.., March 27
BS/H Spring Sale, April 10
BS/H Show and Sale, Mercer Arboretum, May
14-16
BSI World Conference, New Orleans, Louisiana, July 26-August 1
Judges Symposium, Houston Garden Center,
8:00 a.m.—5 p.m.., September 18
BS/H Fall Sale, Houston Garden Center, September 25
BS/H Judges School VI, Azalea Room, Houston Garden Center, November 6
BS/H Judges School Final Exam, Azalea
Room, Houston Garden Center, November 7

More Holiday Party
Thank You’s

S

o many people contributed to
the success of the BS/H Holiday party that we missed thanking
a few people who also helped out
in a big way: Our resident shutterbug, Odean Head, took lots of
pictures at the party. A few of his photos were featured in
the January Bulletin. Gordon Stowe and Vickey Gurka
handled the high tech end of the auction and provided everyone with immediate totals for the night’s spending. Well,
the money was for a good cause. We’re sorry we missed
mentioning all of you in the January article.
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific
goals of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.
There are two classes of membership:

Officers and Chairmen
Lindsey Stowe
16301 Tahoe Drive
Houston, TX 77040
713-896-4009
g_l_stowe@comcast.net
Vice President
Rick Richtmyer
Secretary
Charlien Rose
Treasurer
Allyn Pearlman
Past President
Don Green
Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/10
12/31/11
12/31/12
Frank Lee
Gene Powers
Chris Nguyen
Cheri Lee
Ken Gardner
Jim Woolsey
President

I.

Individual
Husband and wife

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current year.
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
for more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or emailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly
meetings. Articles and any other information pertinent to
bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.
Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388
planobrom@aol.com

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor Carole Richtmyer
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
Members: Phil Speer, Lynn Schermerhorn,
Ken Gardner
3. Programs Chairman
Rick Richtmyer
Members:
Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
Lindsey Stowe/Rick Richtmyer
II.
Committees of the Board
1. Annual Show
Charlien Rose
2. Bromeliad Culture
Odean Head
Members
Chris Nguyen
3. Holiday Party
Louise Epperson
4. Garden Tours
Don Green/Gene Powers
5. Hospitality Coordinator Louise Epperson
Members:
Daryl Page
7. Librarian
Joan and Richard Beaubouef,
Ruby Adams
8. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
9. Raffle Plants
Cherie and Frank Lee, Wray
Page
10. Seedlings
Provided by David Meade
11. Show & Tell
Gary Gallick, Malcolm
McCorquedale
12. Members’ and Visitors’ Registrar Ken Gardner,
Noreen Tolman
13. Webmaster
Mike Burnett
Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild
Charlien Rose, TBA
Bromeliad Society International
Gene Powers
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Society
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388

FIRST CLASS

