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Member Plant Sale

MEETING DATE:

Tuesday , July 20, 7:30 p.m.

PROGRAM SPEAKER:

Gene Powers

Don’t forget to bring your extra plants to the July meeting.
Now that our hot summer weather and rain are
here, your fellow members
will be happy to take some of
your excess pups off your
hands. And, you can add to
your collection at the same
time!

PROGRAM TITLE: “Peru – The Land of the Incas,
Searching for Bromeliads and Cactus”
See page 3 for more information about Gene
and his program.
SEEDLING:

Vriesea fosteriana ‘Rubra’

Provided by David Meade. Picture is from the
bestgardening.com website (New Zealand).
MEETING AGENDA:









Greetings/Call to Order/Member Plant
Sale
Show and Tell
Cultural Tips
Meeting
Break/Refreshments/Buy plants and
raffle tickets
Program
Raffle
Adjourn

NEXT BOARD MEETING:
AUGUST PROGRAM:

July 22, 7:30 p.m.
John Ferguson
Nature’s Way Resources

DEADLINE FOR AUGUST BULLETIN:

7/23/10

Bromeliads in the Big Easy
19th World Bromeliad Conference
26 July to 1 August, 2010
This is your last
chance to take advantage of a World
Conference
being
held within driving
distance of Houston!
There will be seminars, sales, raffles,
auctions and best of
all, the chance to
renew old acquaintances – not to mention enjoying the food and hospitality of the Big
Easy.
Registration and hotel information can be found
at the BSI and GNOBS websites (www.bsi.org or
www.gnobromeliads.com).

President’s Page
ABC’s of Bromeliads
In June, we stepped outside our usual venue at the Houston Garden
Center to meet at Joanne and Jim Woolsey’s home and gardens
in Santa Fe for our ABC’s of Bromeliads experience. About 40
bromeliad enthusiasts attended the affair with covered dishes in
hand. We had hoped that starting earlier in the morning would
give us some relief from the heat but it didn’t. You just can’t do
anything about the weather.
And speaking of hot, our speaker, David Whipkey, was all over
the place in his discussion and demonstration with bromeliads.
David talked and showed examples of potting do’s and don’ts including soil mixes, pot size, materials, etc. and not without some
laughs along the way. I think all of us learned something from
David’s talk that will benefit our own bromeliads. Other highlights included the delicious picnic fare which we enjoyed in the
shade of the trees and time spent browsing or shopping in the greenhouses. Joanne and Jim both put a lot of
time and effort into hosting the event for all of us. It was a very pleasant day.
Thank you, David, Joanne, and Jim for all you did to make our ABC’s so successful!
I also wanted to thank Billie Emanuel for picking up the hadite and delivering it to those of us who ordered
it at the June gathering. We appreciated your good deed.
What Can You Do About Mosquitoes?
Since this question came up at the ABC’s, I thought I would research it a little further. I think most of us
agreed that keeping the water flushed out and replenishing with fresh water in the tanks was one way to keep
the mosquito population down. Actually, the flushing interrupts the life cycle of the little critters and that’s
why it works. Flush out once or twice each week. If you use this method, your bromeliads will not be receiving the nutrients that they usually receive from debris in the tanks so feeding is recommended.
Three types of mosquito larvae grow in bromeliad tanks and leaf axils: Wyeomyia, Aedes, and Culex.
These mosquitoes bite in the daytime and consequently the nighttime fogging does no good against these
particular pests. This was a surprise.
Aside from flushing the tanks with water, I found two other suggestions for controlling mosquitoes. In an
article published by the Pinellas County Mosquito Control in Florida, applying a safe bacterial toxin (BTI)
that kills the larvae is effective. Common brands include Mosquito Dunks, Quick Kill, or Aquabac. Apply a
few granules in the tank every 45-60 days. Another option, particularly if you don’t want to use chemicals,
is to put 1 eyedropper of cooking oil in the tank of the bromeliads every 20 days. The oil smothers the larvae.
Well, I’d best buzz off now and get this to Carole for the bulletin. Looking forward to seeing all of you at
our July meeting. Remember it’s time for our Members’ Sale.

Lindsey
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ALWAYS BEING COOL?

Martha
Burg
at the
Picnic

The ABC’s of Bromeliads proved to be a great summer time event. Like I said always being cool.
Jimmy and Joanne Woolsey provided large fans
which helped to circulate the air movement, setting
up of the tables and chairs and placing the food on
the tables (with help from many bromeliad attendees).
David Whipkey did an excellent presentation on
potting and giving pups and bromeliads to many of
the new comers to the Society. The presentation was
informative to both the newer members and the long
time members.
The food was enjoyed by all attending and many of
the members browsed the many greenhouses of
Jimmy and Joanne and purchased some spectacular
bromeliads.

David Whipkey,
Our
Instructor
The Rinebolds

A big thank you to all those who attended and
brought food and a big round of applause to Jimmy
and Joanne for hosting the ABC’s of Bromeliads.
A belated thanks to everyone who helped with plant
sales at the May show. The sale netted $6100 minus
$5700 in expenses to make $400 for the society. The
auction brought in $1562 which netted $93 to the
society after expenses.
Allyn Pearlman

G

Meet our
July Speaker:
Gene Powers

ene Powers is a retired Chemical Engineer with a long time interest in Bromeliads. He joined the Bromeliad Society Houston and
The Bromeliad Society International in 1975. He has grown these
plants as a hobby ever since. He has visited Bromeliad nurseries across
the continental USA and Hawaii and in Germany, The Netherlands,
Costa Rica, and Australia during his travels. Interests have included
growing plants from seed, and cultivating many genera. Gene had the
opportunity to take a field trip of the states of Minas Girais and Bahia in
Brazil during 2007 to see Bromeliads growing in habitat and a similar
trip to Peru in 2009. He is currently the Texas Region Director for the Bromeliad Society International.
Gene’s program is about a field trip he made to Peru with traveling companions from Texas, California,
Germany, and Latvia. It provides a colorful look at the Bromeliads, Cactus, scenery, and people of that
country.
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The following article is reprinted from the Journal of the Bromeliad Society, Volume XXXVI, November-December 1986, Number 6. It caught the Editor’s eye because the authors, Bob Heer and Tom
Montgomery, were members of the Houston society.

Questions & Answers
Conducted by Bob Heer and Tom Montgomery
All readers are invited to send their questions and observations about growing bromeliads as a hobby to the
editor. Answers will be sent directly to you and some questions will be published.
Q. Do you ever fertilize bromeliads? If so, which ones should you fertilize, and which not?
A. On page 81 of the book by Dr. David Benzing, The Biology of The Bromeliads, is the following statement,
"Almost all cultured plants will grow faster and become larger if given supplemental nutrients over and
above those quantities available to them in nature. Bromeliads are no exception." The term fertilizer is usually taken to mean various proportions of the three essential elements for plant growth: nitrogen, phosphorus,
and potassium. This is represented on fertilizer containers by an abbreviation such as 10-10-10. This same
commercial product may or may not contain the so-called trace elements that are also vital to a plant's wellbeing. The atmosphere is also responsible for other nutrients, such as oxygen, carbon, and hydrogen. Nor
should the essential water be overlooked. Consequently, we should seek to supply bromeliads with the nutrients they require and to supply those nutrients in the correct quantities. At different stages of their lives, bromeliads require different amounts of the essential elements. The various functions of these, as well as the
trace elements, would require more than the space we have available here. As to which genera need what, the
answer would comprise a small book. To answer in part, this could be a guide: neoregelias and aechmeas
need to have all the plant nutrients, except nitrogen. They will find their own. Terrestrials, such as dyckias,
hechtias, puyas, pitcairnias, and cryptanthus respond well to a balanced fertilizer, even somewhat higher in
nitrogen. The genera that produce spectacular inflorescences, such as guzmanias, nidulariums, vrieseas and
tillandsias, benefit from a balanced fertilizer with emphasis on potassium (potash) as they approach the
blooming stage. Remember that the nutrients cannot be absorbed unless they are dissolved in a slightly acid
solution. If your water is alkaline, you must acidify it for best results. This is a gross over-simplification of a
very complex subject.
Q. Some of my tillandsias are dying. Is some wood not compatible for mounting?
A. Two types of wood come to mind, lumber treated with a wood preservative and coastal driftwood. Wood
treated with a preservative or painted with a toxic paint cannot be salvaged. Coastal driftwood can be soaked
in fresh water to remove the salts. Use a container large enough to submerge the wood completely, weight it
down, cover with water, changing the water and rinsing the wood every three days for two weeks. Any seasoned hard wood should be all right, although some soft wood, such as pine or eucalyptus, could be suspect.
Q. What can I use for a potting mix when I can't buy tree fern or bark?
A. Epiphytic bromeliads, that is those that grow above the ground on another plant for support, can be grown
in almost anything that is nontoxic and allows the root area to drain quickly. The greatest need of the epiphytes is a stable base. With proper care they will do nicely in such nonnutritive substances as broken safety
glass, pea gravel, crushed granite (although this does have some nutritive value), lava rock and haydite. One
very successful medium that many people use from choice is coarse perlite topped with about an inch of
gravel to help prevent it from being washed out of the pot. This material, when properly fed and watered,
;VÉÇà|Çâxw ÉÇ Ñtzx H<
produces amazing root development.
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Q.

Can bromeliads be grown in just perlite?

A. Perlite makes a very good medium for growing bromeliads as stated above. The main problem with any
growing medium is to determine the moisture and nutrient requirements. Perlite is nontoxic although it does
release some fluoride ions and should not be used with fluoride-sensitive plants. Obtain the larger, pellettype, sometimes known as agricultural perlite, and then sift it through one-eighth inch hardware cloth while
using a face mask or respirator. The fine dust is believed to be carcinogenic, thus it is usually dampened before use, but is impossible to sift when wet. Sifting removes the fine particles and some of the dust. Reserve
the fine particles to add to some other type mix and use the larger particles as the medium for growing in
pure perlite. It will be necessary to occlude the drainage holes with screen or gravel. Then, using the dampened perlite, pot as usual, filling up to the dirt line, (that is the ring about three-quarters to one inch from the
top of the pot), do not pack. Top with pea gravel or some material to prevent washing. This is an artificial
way of growing and you have complete control over what nutrients the plant receives through the roots as
well as moisture. Bromeliad roots seem to thrive in well watered perlite, producing a mass of fine white roots
throughout the pot. As this material absorbs a great amount of water, it remains moist for some time, yet the
particles hold their size very well. It does not permit voids to form, yet allows air to penetrate the root ball.
Q. How often should you water?
A. Frequency of watering should never be based on a time factor. When you
should water is based on dryness of the mix or potting medium for potted plants.
Mounted or suspended plants are another matter; as the exposed roots are less susceptible to rot, the main consideration is that the foliage and roots do dry out between waterings. Thus, in hot, dry conditions, daily or even more frequent watering can be tolerated but not necessarily required or desired. Your own growing objectives have to be considered. Are you trying for a small, compact plant or a larger, lush growth? In potted specimens it is not wise to rewater until the mix is relatively well dried out. The exception being those terrestrials that are being grown
with continuous water and fertilizer. Factors that affect the rate of drying in any
selected pot will include the composition of the mix, temperature, humidity, circulation, sun exposure, the size of the root development within the pot, and even the
manner in which the drainage holes are arranged and their size. Many of these factors vary greatly when the placement of the pot, in even a small greenhouse, is considered. Every growing
area consists of many microclimates, regardless if it be in-doors or out. All of this results in widely varying
drying time. Recognition of varying needs by individual species, even within the same genera, and the variegated plant which may differ from its plain brother, is a must. Perhaps it would be safe to say that it's better,
or at least safer, to err on the dry side rather than the wet. An additional water-related problem that must not
be overlooked is the possibility of stagnation in tank type bromeliads and the disaster that is almost sure to
follow. If all variables are carefully considered, the problem is probably unsolvable. Therefore, a good rule of
thumb is to water once a week, more or less.
Q. What is a cultivar?
A. [supplied by Dr. R.W. Read] Regardless of origin a plant is a cultivar if distinguishable (worthy of recognition) from other members of its species or grex, wild or not.
xxx
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July
Birthdays

Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting third Sunday of month at 2:00 PM
Houston Garden Center

Dave Schneider
Doug Trahan
Bob Heer
Allyn Pearlman
Joan Beaubouef
Donna Roberts
Sara Chumley
Rene Ryan
Don Laird

The Houston Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month at 7:30 PM
Houston Garden Center

Member Message Board

7/01
7/04
7/09
7/12
7/16
7/18
7/26
7/27
7/29

 Welcome to our new member:
Linda Monroe
P.O.B. 10, Leming, TX 78050-0010
210-626-3158
anniesmagicgarden@swbell.net

 Some members who could use our get-wellwishes:
Mike Burnett is back in the hospital. Cards can
be sent to his home address.



 Australian Book Order
As he was unable to attend the picnic, Rick Richtmyer will bring the Australian bromeliad book,
“Starting with Bromeliads,” to the July meeting for
those who ordered them at the May meeting. Cost is
$20. Please contact Rick if other arrangements need
to be made. The following have ordered books:
Lindsey Stowe, Jean Keiser, Gary Gallick, Ruby
Adams, Judith Neufeld, Scherie Townes, Tommy
Emanuel, Cherie Lee, Don Green and Noreen Tolman. Charlien Rose is paid in full.

Dates to Remember
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

▪

BSI World Conference, New Orleans, Louisiana, July 26-August 1, see page 1
Judges Symposium, Houston Garden Center, 8:00 a.m.—5 p.m.., September 18
BS/H Fall Sale, Gethsemane Methodist
Church, September 25
BS/H Judges School VI, Azalea Room,
Houston Garden Center, November 6
BS/H Judges School Final Exam, Azalea
Room, Houston Garden Center, November
7
BS/H Holiday Party, Saturday, December
4, 2010

Meeting Refreshments

Jingle Bells
Be sure to put the BS/H Holiday
party on your calendar for December 4. Place is Papas Grill and cost
is $35 per person. Only 5 months
away!

Time once again for the
N-Zs to bring
refreshments to
the July meeting.
Drinks will be
furnished by the
club.
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific
goals of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.
There are two classes of membership:

Officers and Chairmen
Lindsey Stowe
16301 Tahoe Drive
Houston, TX 77040
713-896-4009
g_l_stowe@comcast.net
Vice President
Rick Richtmyer
Secretary
Charlien Rose
Treasurer
Allyn Pearlman
Past President
Don Green
Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/10
12/31/11
12/31/12
Frank Lee
Gene Powers
Chris Nguyen
Cherie Lee
Ken Gardner
Jim Woolsey
President

I.

Individual
Husband and wife

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current year.
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
for more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or emailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly
meetings. Articles and any other information pertinent to
bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.
Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388
planobrom@aol.com

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor Carole Richtmyer
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
Members: Phil Speer, Lynn Schermerhorn,
Ken Gardner
3. Programs Chairman
Rick Richtmyer
Members:
Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
Lindsey Stowe/Rick Richtmyer
II.
Committees of the Board
1. Annual Show
Charlien Rose
2. Bromeliad Culture
Odean Head
Members
Chris Nguyen
3. Holiday Party
TBA
4. Garden Tours
Don Green/Gene Powers
5. Hospitality Coordinator Louise Epperson
Members:
Daryl Page
7. Librarian
Joan and Richard Beaubouef,
Ruby Adams
8. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
9. Raffle Plants
Cherie and Frank Lee, Wray
Page
10. Seedlings
Provided by David Meade
11. Show & Tell
Gary Gallick, Malcolm
McCorquodale
12. Members’ and Visitors’ Registrar Ken Gardner,
Noreen Tolman
13. Webmaster
Mike Burnett
Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild Charlien Rose, Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Gene Powers
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