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FALL BROMELIAD SALE
The BS/H Fall Bromeliad Sale will be held on Saturday, September 25, 2010 at Gethsemane United Methodist Church,
6856 Bellaire Blvd. Sale opens at 9:00 a.m. and closes at
5:00 p.m.

MEETING DATE:

Tuesday, August 17, 7:30 p.m.

PROGRAM SPEAKER:

Pictures from
World Conference
In New Orleans

John Ferguson

PROGRAM TITLE:

“The Soil Food Web”

An overview of a new model of soil science and
fertility management released by the USDA . See
page 3 for more information about John and his
program.
SEEDLING:

Back from
The Big
Easy

Tillandsia ‘Red Fountain’
or clumps of Till. aeranthos

The head
table

Provided by David Meade. Pictures are from the
Florida Council web site.
MEETING AGENDA:









Greetings/Call to Order
Show and Tell
Cultural Tips
Meeting
Break/Refreshments/Buy raffle tickets
Program
Raffle
Adjourn

NEXT BOARD MEETING:

11/18/2010, 7:30 p.m.

SEPTEMBER PROGRAM:
DEADLINE FOR SEPT. BULLETIN:

David Meade
8/23/10

BS/H
at the banquet

The sales
area — lots
of plants
went home
to Houston

President’s Page
Great Fun and Memories from the World Bromeliad Conference
Bromeliad Society/Houston, Inc. was well represented at the
World Conference in New Orleans by 36 of our members. The
19th BSI conference was a great place to meet many bromeliad
enthusiasts from around the world, including members from Australia and South Africa. Steve Reynolds, Gary Gallick and I especially enjoyed winning the raffle to enter the sale one half hour
earlier than the rest of the crowd. I’ve never shopped so fast in my
life! The vendors provided a smorgasbord of choice bromeliads,
new hybrids, and different ones than I had seen before.
The Greater New Orleans Bromeliad Society did a wonderful job
planning seminars, home garden tours, and times to socialize. The
auction featured some rare and unusual bromeliads, original paintings, stained glass, and a few posters from past Bromeliad World
Conferences. Gordon and I toured the two homes featured with
greenhouses on the west bank of New Orleans. We saw some good ideas for building a new greenhouse.
Show and Tell Challenge
Since many of us enjoyed acquiring bromeliads at the WBC, it would be fun if some of us would bring a few
plants to show at the August meeting.
September 25th Sale
Now is the time to take off those pups and get them growing strong before our sale at Gethsemane United
Methodist Church on Bellaire. You can acquire new bromeliads or sell some of your own bromeliads that
are multiplying. It’s a win-win situation.
www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org created by our own member and webmaster, Mike Burnett, is a handy
resource for all members:






gallery of photographs from shows
membership information
cultural tips
bulletins
calendar for the year

Lindsey

In the Saturday, August 7, Houston Chronicle,
Kathy Huber talks about the benefits of Epsom salt
in her gardening column: “Epsom salt contains
magnesium and sulfur, which help plants absorb
nitrogen and phosphorus and produce chlorophyll.
Rose, hibiscus and vegetable gardeners have found
it promotes bushier plants, better blooms and fruits.
Epsom salt also benefits other shrubs, trees, lawns

and seed germination. Application rates vary per
plant type, from 1 tablespoon for peppers to ½ cup
for a large hibiscus. Sprinkle around the plant and
water in or mix in water and use as a foliar spray.
See www. epsomsaltcouncil.org.”
There are some bromeliad growers who swear by it
as well.
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About our August Speaker:

M

John Ferguson

r. Ferguson has over 30 years of business experience. He
founded and owns Natural Waste Solutions, Inc., dba Nature's Way Resources, a Houston based composting and
recycling company that specialize in high quality compost, mulch, and
soil mixes. He holds an MS degree in Physics and Geology and is a
licensed Soil Scientist in Texas. He has won many awards in horticulture and environmental issues. He represents the composting/
recycling industry on the Houston-Galveston Area Council for solid waste for over 13 years. His personal
garden has been featured in several gardening books, "Better Homes and Gardens" magazine and his business
has been recognized in the Wall Street Journal for the quality and value of the products. He recently won the
Houston Chronicle’s Ultimate Award for the finest quality compost in the Houston region made from recycled materials. In 2007 he won a Keep Houston Beautiful - Mayors Proud Partner Award for Environmental
Education.
He is a member of the Physics Honor Society and many professional societies. There are many papers that
he has written on the company website www.natureswayresources.com. He is currently writing a book (coauthoring) on modern sustainable methods in horticulture, agriculture, landscaping, and turf management for
professionals under contract with a major publishing house.
Mr. Ferguson received a B.S. from Stephen F. Austin State University in 1976 with Majors in Physics and
Mathematics and a Minor in Geology. He received an M.S. from Stephen F. Austin in 1982 with a Major in
Physics and a Minor in Geology.
His program will provide an overview of a new model of soil science and fertility management released by
the USDA, called the “Soil Food Web”. It explains how biological (organic) methods work and how they
save you time and money in your gardening projects by preventing many problems.
The biological methods are sustainable; greatly reduce water requirements and other problems, eliminate air
and water pollution and lower total management costs.
Note: We have more to look forward to about this informative topic; this is part one of a five part series.

SOONER THAN YOU THINK
Hey folks, the Christmas Party is less than 3 1/2 months away! The cost is just $35
per person and the event is scheduled for December 4th at Pappas Grill located at
12000 Southwest Freeway.
Happy Hour will begin at 6:30 p.m. and will end around 10:30 p.m. Allyn Pearlman will be taking your reservations at the monthly meetings. Don’t be left out in the cold! You may also mail your check to Allyn Pearlman,
6422 Bankside Drive, Housotn, TX 77096.
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CULTURAL TIPS – MOUNTING - 2010
By Odean Head

I

have just
returned
from the
2010
World
Bromeliad Conference, held in
New
Orleans,
and was pleased
to see the good
turnout there of
our Houston Society. I'm sure
that you all
'passed a good time' because it was available for our
enjoyment. It was my 14th conference to attend and
has to be one of my best. The show was beautiful
and the sale plants were as colorful as I have ever
seen. I knew right off that some of them had to go
home with me. Sure enough, I brought a lot more
than I needed.
The most rewarding part of my enjoyment was the
opportunity to renew old friendships and to make
new friends. So many of these friends gave me the
feeling that they were glad that I was there. I know
that I was glad they were there. These feelings make
me feel real special, which is hard to beat.
This conference has added a new event they call
'Poster Sessions'. Its objective is to pass on some
knowledge of a lot of things of interest to our hobby,
in a short period of time. I agreed to do a session on
mounting. Of course, old slow me knew from the
beginning that I could not say all I needed to say in
the time allotted. I cut my program short and promised the group that I would write an article that
would be published on our website, bromeliadsocietyhouston.org. This article is intended to finish
my session as well as to provide some tips to new
growers and those who would like to improve their
mounting.
Bromeliads growing as epiphytes (a large percentage
will) without soil is one of their most fascinating features. This feature impressed me when I first started
in bromeliads and should make a good impression on
others as we promote them. The better the mount,

the better the impression.
Our first steps are to find some good mounting material and plants to mount. I like to start with several
pups and more than one piece of wood. It’s easier to
be creative if you have some choices as to which
plant or plants look best on a piece of wood. The
material should be rot resistant, salt free and contain
no wood preservative. Some good woods to use are
cedar, juniper, oak, mesquite, crepe myrtle, rosewood, cypress and grape wood. Tree fern slabs and
cork bark also make good mounts. Some of the most
beautiful mounts
that I have found
are stumps from
juniper or cedar
trees.
Recently, I have
been using a lot
of grape wood.
This
wood
comes from the
vineyards of California. When they change out the
plantings they cut up the wood (roots and/or vines)
into small pieces and put them into large wood tumblers. The bark comes off and leaves you with some
unusual, beautiful mounts. I will choose some pieces
to sit and some to hang. These mounts really increase the design opportunities for exciting mountings. You can also purchase interesting designs
made from tree fern and grape vines at some of the
nurseries and pot places. We will also discuss the
possibilities of growing bromeliads on rocks.
The reason I prefer to mount pups is because they
form a different kind of root system when they are
mounted. When mounted, they will form a small
number of hard, strong roots that just serve as holders and do not provide nutrients to the plant. When
grown in soil they form large, soft root systems
which provide additional nutrients to the plant. If
you choose to mount a plant that has already formed
the soft root system, the mount should be able to accommodate the plant's root ball. The root ball needs
to be covered with sphagnum moss and watered
;VÉÇà|Çâxw ÉÇ Ñtzx H<
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regularly to continue the nutrient flow to the plant.
Some commercial vendors use mature blooming
plants in their mounts. They are more beautiful to
begin with but will lose their brilliance much quicker
than the pups will.
Once I have selected my mount
and plant I must
decide the best
way to achieve a
good firm fit.
The plant should
be
positioned
upright and flat
against the caudex/stem so that
the roots can attach and the staples will hold it
straight. It may
be necessary to
trim some of the
pup’s roots that
were formed while on its mother in order to get the
firm fit. These roots will not be missed since the pup
was still being supported by its mother and will form
new roots anyway. Roots will not attach to the mount
if the plant is loose. I like to use my staple gun when
the staples will go around the caudex. If not, I try the
3/8” wire staples or larger staples that are used for
stringing electric wire.
Larger plants are easier to mount if they have stolons.
I attach these plants by nailing two staples around
their stolons into the mount. Several sizes of staples
are available to accommodate the different sizes of
stolons. Juniper and cedar are so hard that I may
have to pre-drill holes for the staples to penetrate
deep enough to hold the plant tight. I will use some
pantyhose strips tied loosely around the top of the
plant and mount on larger plants that need extra sup-

port until the goop dries. Pantyhose can also be used
on the base of the plant to attach it to the mount if its
shape is such to make a tight fit. When using tree fern
slabs or cork bark it is best to put holes in the mount
and tie the plant on using plastic coated wire.
Most of your smaller tillandsias can be attached by
only using hot glue, liquid nails or plumbing goop.
You can also use these to secure any existing roots on
all your mounts. When using the hot glue be careful
not to damage the plant. Apply the glue to the mount
and allow to cool a few seconds before pressing the
plants roots against it. Do not glue the tender part of
the plant above its roots. The plant will form new
roots that attach to the mount. A good finishing
touch is to apply a little goop on top of the staples and
pantyhose and press a little coconut fiber or other fine
material into it to cover up the staples. This makes a
neat, smooth connection and will let you see the roots
as they form. If desired, you can remove the staples
after the roots are well established.
When selecting rocks to mount on, it is best to find
one with a hole that will accommodate the caudex. It
can then be secured tightly by stuffing wet sphagnum
around it. Plumbing goop can be used on light
weight tillandsias.
When plants
are mounted
they
will
need to be
watered
a
little
more
often because
they will lose
the roots as a
water source.
We will do
some demonstrations and share some mounting tips at
the meeting.
Houston, Texas

Member Input


Doug Trahan comments on the article in the July bulletin regarding mounting bromeliads on coastal driftwood: “In my experience, driftwood should be exposed to rain and sun for at least a year to remove the
salt before it is usable for mounting” rather than the 2 weeks mentioned in the article.
5

August
Birthdays

Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting third Sunday of month at 2:00 PM
Houston Garden Center

Bobby Beard
Sam Chism
Don Garrison
Joe Sandel
Flo Adams
Louise Epperson
Scherie Townes
Phyllis McEuen
Gordon Rowell
Loren Neufeld
Jan Garver
Joanne Woolsey
Gary Gallick
Dr. Steve Reynolds
Charlien Rose

Member Message Board
 Welcome to our new members:
Faye Stansberry
5607 Southwind St., Houston, TX 77033
713-734-0170
Demelza Smyth Kittles
27 Mountain View Road
Asheville, NC 28805
828-216-8363
appalachiantropicals@yahoo.com

 Some members who could use our get-wellwishes:


Don Garrison is home from the hospital and
is recuperating from neck surgery.

 Australian Book Order
Rick Richtmyer will bring the two remaining
copies of the Australian bromeliad book,
“Starting with Bromeliads,” to the August meeting for Jean Keiser and the Beaubouefs.

Dates to Remember
▪
▪
▪
▪

▪

Meeting Refreshments
Time has rolled around once
again for the
A-Ms to bring
refreshments to
the August
meeting. Drinks
will be furnished
by the club.

8/02
8/02
8/04
8/05
8/08
8/11
8/13
8/15
8/17
8/18
8/24
8/24
8/27
8/31
8/31

▪

Judges Symposium, Houston Garden Center, 8:00 a.m.—5 p.m.., September 18
BS/H Fall Sale, Gethsemane Methodist
Church, September 25
BS/H Judges School VI, Azalea Room,
Houston Garden Center, November 6
BS/H Judges School Final Exam, Azalea
Room, Houston Garden Center, November
7
BS/H Holiday Party, Saturday, December
4, 2010
2011 BS/H Show and Sale, to be scheduled
for either April 29-30 and May 1 or May
13-15, so save the dates!

The Houston Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month at 7:30 PM
Houston Garden Center
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific
goals of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.
There are two classes of membership:

Officers and Chairmen
Lindsey Stowe
16301 Tahoe Drive
Houston, TX 77040
713-896-4009
g_l_stowe@comcast.net
Vice President
Rick Richtmyer
Secretary
Charlien Rose
Treasurer
Allyn Pearlman
Past President
Don Green
Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/10
12/31/11
12/31/12
Frank Lee
Gene Powers
Chris Nguyen
Cherie Lee
Ken Gardner
Jim Woolsey
President

I.

Individual
Husband and wife

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current year.
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
for more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or emailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly
meetings. Articles and any other information pertinent to
bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.
Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388
planobrom@aol.com

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor Carole Richtmyer
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
Members: Phil Speer, Lynn Schermerhorn,
Ken Gardner
3. Programs Chairman
Rick Richtmyer
Members:
Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
Lindsey Stowe/Rick Richtmyer
II.
Committees of the Board
1. Annual Show
Charlien Rose
2. Bromeliad Culture
Odean Head
Members
Chris Nguyen
3. Holiday Party
TBA
4. Garden Tours
Don Green/Gene Powers
5. Hospitality Coordinator Louise Epperson
Members:
Daryl Page
7. Librarian
Joan and Richard Beaubouef,
Ruby Adams
8. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
9. Raffle Plants
Cherie and Frank Lee, Wray
Page
10. Seedlings
Provided by David Meade
11. Show & Tell
Gary Gallick, Malcolm
McCorquodale
12. Members’ and Visitors’ Registrar Ken Gardner,
Noreen Tolman
13. Webmaster
Mike Burnett
Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild Charlien Rose, Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Gene Powers
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Society
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388

FIRST CLASS

