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Reserve your space
Hey folks, the BS/H Holiday Party is
only a few months away! The cost is
just $35 per person and the event is
scheduled for December 4th at Pappas Grill located
at 12000 Southwest Freeway.

MEETING DATE:

Tuesday, September 21, 7:30 p.m.

PROGRAM SPEAKER:
PROGRAM TITLE:

David Meade
“A Wood Collection”

David will talk about the collection of old and
interesting wood pieces he has collected over the
years. He will have some cedar for sale at the
meeting.
SEEDLING:

Neoregelia ‘Lila’

Provided by David Meade. A brightly colored
Grant Groves hybrid. Picture is from the Florida
Council web site.
MEETING AGENDA:









Greetings/Call to Order
Show and Tell
Cultural Tips
Meeting
Break/Refreshments/Buy raffle tickets
Program
Raffle
Adjourn

NEXT BOARD MEETING:
OCTOBER PROGRAM:

11/18/2010, 7:30 p.m.
Dennis Cathcart

DEADLINE FOR SEPT. BULLETIN:

9/23/10

Happy Hour will begin at 6:30 p.m. and the party will
end around 10:30 p.m. Allyn Pearlman will be taking
your reservations at the monthly meetings. Don’t be
left out in the cold! You may also mail your check to
Allyn, 6422 Bankside Drive, Housotn, TX 77096.
Dinner will be your choice (choose at the restaurant)
of a 10 oz certified angus prime rib, chicken Zia
Maria w/warm goat cheese, sundried tomatoes & artichokes in a lemon butter sauce, or mesquite grilled
salmon fillet with garlic butter. Dinner is accompanied by an iceberg wedge salad, family style sauteed
green beans and au gratin potatoes, and followed by a
dessert of French gourmet bakery ebony and ivory
cake. There will be a cash bar; iced tea or coffee
comes with the meal. Special dietary needs can be
addressed.
Directions to Pappas Grill and Steakhouse:
From Beltway 8 heading South, take Beltway 8 to
Frontage Rd exit; turn right on 59 S feeder; pass 2
lights (West Belfort, Wilcrest); Pappas is located on
the right, off the feeder.
From Beltway 8 heading West, exit West Belfort;
turn left on 59 S feeder; pass 2 lights (West Belfort, Wilcrest); Pappas is on the right, off the
feeder.
From Downtown, Take 59 S to Wilcrest/Murphy
Road; exit Wilcrest/Murphy Road; pass 2 lights (see
above); Pappas will be on the right, off the feeder.
From Sugar Land, take 59 N to Wilcrest/Murphy Rd.;
exit Wilcrest/Murphy Rd.; make a U-Turn under Wilcrest/Murphy, and the restaurant is located on the
right, off the feeder.

President’s Page
I’m ready for fall and I think my bromeliads are ready too. This
hot weather is causing stress to the plants and stress to our wallets.
Our electric bill was higher this August than it has been for several
summers. We need some relief.
Heat Stress
Misting the leaves of the bromeliads will reduce stress brought on
by the heat. Some of the bromeliads may need to be moved into
more shade or covered with shade cloth. Look at the color of the
leaves and if they are bleaching out, you will probably want to
move them.
Drought stress is indicated on many bromeliads by a phenomenon
called quilling. This is when the inner leaves of the plant or pup
are stuck together, forming a quill effect. Some species are especially sensitive to this: many Guzmanias, Vriesas, and some
Aechmeas and Neoregelias. Quilling may mean that the soil is too dry, but more than likely it means the humidity is too low. So, be sure and water or mist during this dry, hot weather (from Bromeliads for the Contemporary Garden by Andrew Steen).
B S/H, Inc. Sale
Hopefully by Saturday, Sept. 25, it will be cooler for our Bromeliad Sale (See details in the August Bulletin).
[Ed. Note: See also page 5 of this issue]. We would like to have plenty of plants at our sale so please consider getting some ready. See Allyn Pearlman if you need a seller #.
Slate of Officers and Board of Directors Introduced
This is the month to meet the new slate of officers and board members. These people are integral to the
smooth operation and continued success of our society. They will need our help so if you are asked to serve
on a committee please say yes. We will actually vote at the general meeting in October.
Card Campaign
Our webmaster, Mike Burnett, continues to battle his cancer while being treated at the VA hospital. Let’s all
try to send a card to him. His address is: 5701 Carew, Houston, TX 77074.
Happy misting,

Lindsey
The 2011 slate of candidates for office in Bromeliad Society/Houston is as follows:
President, Gary Gallick; Vice President, Rick Richtmyer; Treasurer, Allyn Pearlman; Secretary, Charlien
Rose. The nominees for the two open Director positions are Midge Gorman and Sheri Townes. Biographies
will be published in the October bulletin.
The election will take place at the October meeting. Nominations will also be accepted from the floor with the
nominee’s prior permission.
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About our September Speaker:

David Meade
David has been growing bromeliads for 25 years. His interest
in the plants encouraged him to seek out BS/H and he joined
the society in 1987. Our members are all familiar with the
wonderful quality of plants David brings to our shows and
sales. He and his wife, Kathleen, have won numerous best of
show awards throughout the years. David has named bromeliads after every member of his family, including Neoregelia
'Kathleen' and
Dyckia 'Dakota'.
David has five large standard greenhouses in Pasadena. He
been a wholesale dealer for over 20 years and in this capacity
has met other growers from around the world. He provides the
monthly seedlings for our meetings.

Picture courtesy of fcbs.org.

David has also given programs to other garden clubs and conducts garden tours to his greenhouses. One of his main interests is the wood bromeliads are mounted on, and he has been
collecting interesting pieces for many years. He will share his
knowledge and interest in unusual pieces at our meeting. He
will also have cedar to sell.

We’ve got two months of raffle donors and winners to catch up with!
Thanks to the following donors to the July raffle table: Burnell Curtis, Tommie and Billie Emmanuel,
Odean Head, Merrill O’Neal, Cynthia Johnson, Martha Burg, Mollie Sheffield, Wray Page, Sam
Chism, David Meade, Fred and Mary Ellen Rinebold, Rick and Carole Richtmyer, Ruby Adams.
The July winners were: Charlien Rose, Tommie Emmanuel, Vickey Gurka, Odean Head, Beth Whitley,
Martha Burg, Billie Emmanuel, Fred Rinebold, Cindy Gray, Don Laird, and Judith Neufeld.
The July raffle brought in $95.
The August raffle donors were: Sam Chism, Odean Head, David Whipkey, Merrill O’Neal, Chris
Nguyen, David Meade, Fred & Mary Ellen Rinebold, Ruby Adams, and Jimmy Woolsey.
And the winners: Louise Epperson, Faye Martin, Steve Reynolds, Richard Beaubouef, Ruby Adams,
Noreen Tolman, Odean Head, Judith Neufeld, Gary Gallick, Paula Cross, Martha Burg, Bill Keiser,
Charlien Rose, Cherie Lee, and Fred Rinebold
The August raffle brought in $111.
When you sign in on the raffle sheet, please make sure your signature is legible! There was another winner
in the July raffle that the editor was unable to identify.
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CULTURAL TIPS – HYBRIDIZING - 2010
By Odean Head

I

talked about
how we can
mount a large
percent of our bromeliads and grow them
as epiphytes. This
month we look at the
fact that many of the
most beautiful plants
in our collections are
hybrids. With adequate time and inclination, we can join this exciting
area by producing our own hybrid.
The only way we can produce a hybrid is from seeds
that have been created from a cross-pollenated
flower. The seeds must germinate and the seedlings
grown to good size before we can see the results of
our efforts. We will handle the growing of seeds in
another article. This is another means of propagating
plants which may not be worthwhile unless we can
produce one or more distinctive and beautiful plants.
Most of my work has been with neoregelias which
have a large number of seeds in each pod. If I have
used one or more hybrids in my pollination, the increased genes for distribution can cause considerable
variation in the cultivars created. Some bad, some
mediocre and, hopefully, some good.
In order to make a
cross between two
plants you must
take the pollen
from the flower of
one plant and apply it to the pistil
of the other
Picture courtesy of amnh.org web site. plant's
flower.
Simple enough? Well, it gets a little more involved
if you want to make sure that you have actually made
a cross between the two plants. First, lets take a look
at the arrangement of the male and female parts of
the flower. The pistil (female part) is located in the
center of the flower with the stamens (male parts)
surrounding it. The pollen is released by the anthers
which are located at the tips of the stamens. To fertilize the flower the pollen must be placed and ad-

here to the stigma which is located at the tip of the
pistil. The stigma is only receptive to pollen for a
short period of time while the flower is fully open
(usually about mid morning). You may have to apply pollen more than once during this time to increase the chances for conception. In most neos the
stigma is on the same level or above the anthers
which keeps them from self pollinating. However, if
you are applying pollen from another flower there is
a good chance that you will stir up the pollen on the
targeted flower causing it to self pollinate. To avert
this you can emasculate the targeted flower by carefully removing its stamens before the pollen ripens
(usually early morning or the night before the flower
fully opens). The pollination can be made with
something small, a brush or even a toothpick, that
the pollen will adhere to and can be easily transferred to the small pistil. You may want to make
multiple crosses to the same plant while it is blooming. Make only one cross per bloom and identify its
pollen parent by placing a small label in the pollinated flower.
If the pollination
is
successful,
seeds will begin
to develop in the
ovary beneath
the flower and
mature in about
3 months. Next
month we will
start with the
A seed pod developing in a Cryptanthus.
maturing,
gathering and planting of the seeds and the growing
of the seedlings.
It usually takes me 4 or 5 years from the time the
seeds are planted to obtain mature plants. You can
probably cut at least a year from this schedule by
pushing the seedlings with a continuous fertilization
program. You can also do a lot of selection and a
considerable amount of culling before the plants mature if you are able to grow them in good light. We
will talk more about this next month when we cover
planting the seeds and growing the seedlings.
;VÉÇà|Çâxw ÉÇ Ñtzx H<
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All crosses are not successful and to justify our efforts we need
to do what we can to increase our odds. This involves selecting
the best parents and effective pollination. Be sure to keep good
records so that you will know the parentage of any worthwhile
hybrids that you make.
PARENT SELECTION - What are we trying to do? Some people have definite goals to develop a plant with a certain color
and a good shape. Others are looking for colorful foliage and a
beautiful inflorescence or maybe an unusual shape with different colors. It may be helpful to study some of your favorite hybrids and their parentage. Some of the species have desirable
Neoregelia ‘Betty Head’, a hybrid created by
Odean. Picture courtesy of fcbs.org.
genes that dominate in crosses with other plants. We may want
to visualize what effect these genes might have when combined
with another plant with different color and markings. The least we can do is to pick two plants with some
good qualities and hope that we can pass some good qualities from one plant and combine them with good
qualities of the second plant. My efforts thus far have been limited to the neoregelias that are in bloom at the
same time. If your objective is to cross plants that bloom at different times, pollen can be saved from the
flower of the first plant by freezing it to be used when the second plant blooms.
Houston, Texas

BS/H Fall Sale
Saturday, September 25
The annual BS/H fall sale will be held again at Gethsemane United Methodist Church, 6856
Bellaire Boulevard, 1/2 mile east of the intersection at Southwest Freeway, located at the first
traffic light. Hours are 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., with set-up beginning at 8:00 a.m.
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Member Message Board
 Welcome to our new members:
Paula Cross
10138 Rustic Gate Road
La Porte, TX 77571
281-650-8514
Kevin Perry
12206 Tawakom Drive
Tomball, TX 77375
281-351-6366

 Change of email address:
Merrill O’Neal
moneal28@att.net

Meeting Refreshments
The year is winding down, but there’s
still time for the N-Zs to
shine and bring
refreshments to
the September
meeting. Drinks
will be furnished
by the club.

September
Birthdays
Tommy Emanuel
Kevin Perry
Clint Martin
Phil Speer
Noreen Tolman
Don Green
Chris Krumrey
Pat Speck
Jimmy Woolsey
Oscar Allen
David Whipkey
David Meade
Daryl Page
Debbie Taylor
Sheila Skov
Mildred Solomon
Eve Watson
Beth Whitley

9/03
9/03
9/08
9/12
9/12
9/13
9/14
9/16
9/16
9/20
9/21
9/22
9/22
9/24
9/25
9/27
9/28
9/30

Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting third Sunday of month at 2:00 PM
Houston Garden Center
Next meeting: September 19, 2010

Dates to Remember
▪
▪
▪
▪

▪
▪

Judges Symposium, Houston Garden Center, 8:00 a.m.—5 p.m.., September 18
BS/H Fall Sale, Gethsemane Methodist
Church, September 25
BS/H Judges School VI, Azalea Room,
Houston Garden Center, November 6
BS/H Judges School Final Exam, Azalea
Room, Houston Garden Center, November
7
BS/H Holiday Party, Saturday, December
4, 2010
2011 BS/H Show and Sale, to be scheduled
for either April 29-30 and May 1 or May
13-15, so save the dates!

The Houston Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month at 7:30 PM
Houston Garden Center
Next regular meeting: October 7, 2010
Margo Racca asks our help in
identifying this plant. “My sister-in-law brought this plant over
for me to see. It was growing in
a pot of Billbergia pyramidalis
that had just finished blooming.”
Her sister in law claims Margo
gave her the plant, but Margo
doesn’t think she’s seen this
bloom before. Can anyone help
her out?
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific
goals of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.
There are two classes of membership:

Officers and Chairmen
Lindsey Stowe
16301 Tahoe Drive
Houston, TX 77040
713-896-4009
g_l_stowe@comcast.net
Vice President
Rick Richtmyer
Secretary
Charlien Rose
Treasurer
Allyn Pearlman
Past President
Don Green
Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/10
12/31/11
12/31/12
Frank Lee
Gene Powers
Chris Nguyen
Cherie Lee
Ken Gardner
Jim Woolsey
President

I.

Individual
Husband and wife

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current year.
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
for more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or emailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly
meetings. Articles and any other information pertinent to
bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.
Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388
planobrom@aol.com

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor Carole Richtmyer
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
Members: Phil Speer, Lynn Schermerhorn,
Ken Gardner
3. Programs Chairman
Rick Richtmyer
Members:
Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
Lindsey Stowe/Rick Richtmyer
II.
Committees of the Board
1. Annual Show
Charlien Rose
2. Bromeliad Culture
Odean Head
Members
Chris Nguyen
3. Holiday Party
Allyn Pearlman
4. Garden Tours
Don Green/Gene Powers
5. Hospitality Coordinator Louise Epperson
Members:
Daryl Page
7. Librarian
Joan and Richard Beaubouef,
Ruby Adams
8. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
9. Raffle Plants
Cherie and Frank Lee, Wray
Page
10. Seedlings
Provided by David Meade
11. Show & Tell
Gary Gallick, Malcolm
McCorquodale
12. Members’ and Visitors’ Registrar Ken Gardner,
Noreen Tolman
13. Webmaster
Mike Burnett
Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild Charlien Rose, Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Gene Powers
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Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388

FIRST CLASS

