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Member Message Board
 Welcome to our new members:
Jack Pine
7600 Kirby #1014, Houston, TX 77030
832-643-0577 (H), 713-533-6563 (W)
 Robert and Patsy Garcia
3219 Haydee Road, Spring, TX 77388
281-355-7321
 Michael Rose
3797 Park Place, Addison, TX 75001
972-247-8103
 Bob Spivey
106 Lucia Lane, Shreveport, LA 71106
318-687-1708


MEETING DATE:

Tuesday, November 16, 7:30 p.m.

PROGRAM SPEAKER:

Gary Gallick

PROGRAM TITLE:
"Sights and Bromeliads of Puerto Rico”
Gary will talk about his trip to Puerto Rico. See
page 2.
SEEDLING:
Puya mirabilis or Acanthostachys strobilaceae

 Sad news:


 Personal plant collection sale:


Supplied by David Meade. Choice of one. Pictures courtesy of Florida Council web site.
MEETING AGENDA:








Greetings/Call to Order/Member Plant
Sale
Show and Tell
Cultural Tips
Meeting
Break/Refreshments/Buy raffle tickets &
plants
Raffle
Adjourn

DECEMBER PROGRAM:

Holiday Party
See pages 4-5

NEXT BOARD MEETING: Thurs., Nov. 18, 7:30 p.m.
DEADLINE FOR JANUARY BULLETIN:

12/22/10

Tolene McGreevy passed away on October
12.
Mike Burnett’s private plant collection is
being offered for sale on Saturday, November 13, from 9 a.m.—4 p.m. at 5701 Carew,
Houston, TX 77074. The collection contains rare aroids, cycads, crinums, bamboo,
bromeliads and others collected over the
years. For questions, call 832-978-5358.

 Get well soon:


Rick Richtmyer is recovering at home after
complications following surgery.

***Don’t forget the Member Plant Sale
at the November meeting!
***See pages 4-5 For important information
about the Holiday Party:
Change of venue!!!!
***2011 BS/H show dates now confirmed for
April 29—May 1

President’s Page

T

he year end is fast approaching. This is our last bulletin of the year and the holiday party is just around
the corner.

Holiday Party, Dec. 4 at Saltgrass Steakhouse – I really look
forward to our Holiday Party every year! I hope everyone
will make the effort to join us for a delicious dinner, great
company, and the famous BS/H, Inc. auction. This is the
one time during the year when no one has to prepare or serve
food. It’s just party time, bromeliad style. Of course, all
members and guests will receive an extra special seedling at
party’s end.
Auction for Dec. 4 – Please search your collection and keep a watchful eye out for a special bromeliad, bromeliad book, or item to donate for the auction. Historically, we have had some exciting items to bid on at
the party. If you are coming to the party, bring the items to the party.
Please, please let me (g_l_stowe@comcast.net) know what you plan to donate by Thurs., Dec. 2 so that we
can have the information put into the computer ahead of time. That way, we won’t have to spend as much
time typing at the party.
New Members in 2010 - On behalf of the membership, I want to especially welcome all of the new members
who have joined the society this year. We hope to see you at the Holiday Party and at many more meetings
to come in 2011. Let any of the Board Members know how we can help you with your bromeliads.
Soon, I’ll be handing the gavel over to Gary Gallick. Gary’s got bromeliad smarts, a great sense of humor,
and natural ability in using the microphone. He’s got what it takes to lead the BS/H, Inc. into 2011. It will
be a good year. Go Gary!
This is the last President’s Page for me. I feel a little sad but it’s not like I’m going away. In fact, I’ll have a
little more time in the greenhouse now that I don’t have to write the President’s Page every month. Seriously,
though, the last two years have been filled with many opportunities to work with such nice, talented people
and that is what I’ll miss the most.

Lindsey

About our
November Speaker:

I

Gary Gallick

n real life, Gary is a Professor of Medical Oncology at M.D. Anderson, but we know him
better as our stellar auctioneer and a fan of
mean, sticky, green (and preferably ugly) bromeliads.
He has been a member of BS/H since 1993 and is primarily interested in terrestrial species, but a hybrid or
two has been known to crop up in his collection.

Gary has served on the
Board of Directors of both
BS/H and the BSI, is a BSI
accredited judge, and in
fact, is our President Elect
for 2011.
Gary’s knowledge of bromeliads and varied interests
are definite factors in making his programs informative and entertaining. His
program is about a trip he
took to Puerto Rico.
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CULTURAL TIPS

Winterizing - 2010
By Odean Head

I

t’s almost
time for
that big
transition time
from summer
growing conditions to winter.
The weather usually gives us
plenty of warning
to get this done.
Not always. Last year some of us got the big surprise of an early cold spell. I mean really cold and
we suffered the consequences. I usually plan to be
covered by December 1st but should be to a point that
would require very little time to finish when the
emergency occurs. The delayed finish can be beneficial when the plants are dry and there is a chance of a
good rain and/or the weather is still hot and can
avoid some unnecessary heat buildups while uncovered.
The following are some preparations I have that may
help you get started with your winterizing. If your
collection is relatively small, just be ready to take
them in under cover when the temperatures are going
to be below freezing for more than a few hours. Always protect from frost. My tips are for those collections that require more space than you can provide
on a long time basis.
Some of the conditions that require more consideration in the winter are: temperatures, crowding, lighting, watering, air circulation, pests and fungus.
Some of the preventatives that we will discuss will
certainly apply to more than one of the listed conditions. You may have others to add.
Temperatures – Most of our bromeliads will tolerate lower temperatures, without damage, than we
realize. Some will even take a few hours of freezing
if the temperatures have been lowering gradually
over a period of time. Sudden large drops in temperature can be more damaging. I have been growing colder for the last several years without noticeable damage. It slows down plant growth but with

the higher costs of heating I can wait a little longer to
mature plants. Some plants are more cold hardy than
others.
Crowding - Over crowding can be a real problem. It
reduces the precious light and air movement that the
plants need. It also makes the individual plants more
obscure when checking for stress. Any available insect problem will be magnified. Crowding can be
reduced by adding more space or making better use
of what we have. It may be too late to add space so
let’s look at the latter option. We can use our space
better by growing on multiple layers. This can be
done with shelves at other levels, including overhead. We can also install poles and put rings at multiple levels. Growing at multiple levels presents a
trade off. It provides better air circulation but reduces light, especially at the lower levels. It does
accommodate more plants. This is a good time to
cull (dirty word). We could leave outside some of
the less desirable plants and those we have an over
abundance of ( these kinds will probably survive
anyway). Mothers with large pups can either be removed or their leaves trimmed back to reduce space.
I prefer not to take pups at this time unless they are
from special plants that I want to propagate.
Lighting - Crowding into our limited space also
reduces the availability of good light. If additional
space is not a viable option, we need to decide how
to best utilize the light we have. As a general rule I
like to give first consideration to my best plants and
those that are reaching their prime rather than those
that are already past prime.
Watering - Watering is more difficult when the
plants are crowded but is required less frequently.
How frequent will depend on the temperatures.
Maybe once a week when it is warm to hot and only
once every two weeks or more when temperatures
are cool to cold. I grow drier and never fertilize in
the winter in an effort to prevent leggy growth. Remember also that the plants do not like to stay wet so
it is best to water in the morning and give the plants
a chance to dry before night.
;VÉÇà|Çâxw ÉÇ Ñtzx G<
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Air Circulation - Bromeliads need good air circulation and we should provide some additional fans for
air movement during these crowded times. Placement of plants by sizes can help in reducing crowded
conditions. We also have many warm days during
the winter causing extreme heat buildups in our
closed structures. We need doors and windows or
panels that we can easily open and close to reduce
the heat. Without some added air circulation this
heat and light combination can cause burning on the
plant leaves.
Pests - Most of us grow at least a part of our collection outdoors so we will be taking plants into a
crowded area. Before taking the plants in we need to
check for scale and mealy bug. If only a few plants
are infected, isolate and treat them. If the problem is
more wide spread, we need to treat the whole collection. Otherwise, under crowded conditions a little

problem can become a big one. When treating a few
plants, a contact insecticide such as safer soap or
plain soapy water can be effective. We need to use a
systemic when treating large numbers.
Fungus - Fungus problems, just like pest problems,
will multiply faster in crowded conditions. Before
crowding, we need to check closely to see if there is
any evidence of a fungus on a plant. It is in the form
of a dark, circular, moist spot that enlarges and expands through the inner leaves of the plant. This
plant should be destroyed or in the case of a special
plant, isolated and treated. I strip off all of the infected leaves and if there is enough plant left, wash it
well and treat with benomyl. I am sure that there are
other fungicides that are just as effective.
We will discuss questions and any other ideas you
may have at the meeting.
Houston, TX

Bromeliad Society/Houston’s 2010 Holiday Party is being held at Saltgrass Steakhouse this year,
starting at 6:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 4. The cost is $35 per person — a bargain that includes your choice of dinner, installation of the BS/H 2011 officers, a special seedling for members
and guests, and a rare plant auction.
See the following page for the evening’s menu. The deadline for sign-up is November 16. This will
ensure that you get a seedling and a chance to win a table decoration. If you have not signed up,
please contact Allyn Pearlman at deliboys@comcast.net or at 713-858-3047 to make your reservations. Pay at the November meeting, or send your money to him at 6422 Bankside Drive Houston, TX
77096. Anyone with special dietary needs, please let Allyn know.
Gary Gallick will be our auctioneer. To keep him busy, we are asking members for donations to the
rare plant auction. Auction items can be brought to the November meeting for collection. For anyone who has rare, special or unusual plants or bromeliad-related items and can’t make it to the meeting, please contact Lindsey Stowe about your donation at 713-896-4009. If someone calls you and
asks you to donate or help in some way, please contribute!
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The BS/H Holiday party has moved…
Due to unforeseen circumstances (Pappas Steakhouse closed) we’re now going to celebrate the
BS/H Holiday Party
At Saltgrass Steakhouse
9110 Southwest Freeway
Located between S. Gessner and Bissonett (713-771-1777). See map below.
Saturday, December 4, 6:30 p.m.
The menu (choices to be ordered at the restaurant):
Choice of one main course:

Gulf Coast steak and shrimp
12 oz. ribeye
BBQ baby back ribs
Grilled chicken breast
Grilled fresh salmon
Choice of one side: garlic mashed potatoes, fresh cut French fries, sautéed veggies, or
baked potato
Choice of one dessert: carmel apple pecan pie, Texas pecan pie with spiced apples, vanilla
ice cream and caramel sauce, margarita pie, or Texas-style key lime pie served on a roasted
pecan-graham cracker crust.
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Thanks to the following donors to the October raffle table: Sam Chism, Wray Page, Carole & Phil
Speer, Tommy & Billie Emanuel, David Whipkey, Merrill O’Neal, Beth Whitley, David
Meade, Fred & Mary Ellen Rinebold, Ruby Adams, Grant Wells, Chris Nguyen, Cherie Lee,
and Jimmy Woolsey.
And the lucky winners were: Vickey Gurka, Billie
Emanuel, Jean Keiser, Lee & Gordon Rowell,
Michael Rose, Odean Head, Don Green, Debbie
Taylor, Tommy Emanuel, Kevin Perry, Bill
Keiser, Charlien Rose, and Cherie Lee.
The raffle brought in $173.

The Houston Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month
at 7:30 PM
Houston Garden Center
Next meeting is the Holiday Party on December 2,
2010

Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting third Sunday of month at 2:00
PM
Houston Garden Center
Next meeting: November 21, 2010

Dates to Remember
▪
▪
▪

BS/H Holiday Party, Saturday, December 4,
2010
BS/H Spring Sale, Saturday, March 26 at
Gethsemane United Methodist Church
2011 BS/H Show and Sale, confirmed for
Friday through Sunday, April 29-May 1, at
Mercer Arboretum, so reserve the weekend!

November
& December
Birthdays
Betty Zugheri
Carole Richtmyer
Faye Martin
Charles Fairchild
Sydney Newton
Ray Johnson
Dick McEuen
Charles Johnson
Jim Racca
Cindy Gray Strickland
Dohn Brotherton
Donna Williams
Harvey Beltz
Audrey VanWright
Dorothy Novak
Linda Monroe
Carole Speer
Merrill O’Neal
Chris Nguyen

11/04
11/05
11/11
11/14
11/14
11/16
11/16
11/22
11/23
11/25
11/30
11/30
12/06
12/07
12/12
12/20
12/20
12/22
12/26

Meeting
Refreshments
Last chance for the
N-Zs to shine and
bring some special
refreshments to the November
meeting. Drinks will
be furnished by the
club.
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific
goals of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.
There are two classes of membership:

Officers and Chairmen
Lindsey Stowe
16301 Tahoe Drive
Houston, TX 77040
713-896-4009
g_l_stowe@comcast.net
Vice President
Rick Richtmyer
Secretary
Charlien Rose
Treasurer
Allyn Pearlman
Past President
Don Green
Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/10
12/31/11
12/31/12
Frank Lee
Gene Powers
Chris Nguyen
Cherie Lee
Ken Gardner
Jim Woolsey
President

I.

Individual
Husband and wife

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current year.
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
for more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or emailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly
meetings. Articles and any other information pertinent to
bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.
Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388
planobrom@aol.com

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor Carole Richtmyer
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
Members: Phil Speer, Lynn Schermerhorn,
Ken Gardner
3. Programs Chairman
Rick Richtmyer
Members:
Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
Lindsey Stowe/Rick Richtmyer
II.
Committees of the Board
1. Annual Show
Charlien Rose
2. Bromeliad Culture
Odean Head
Members
Chris Nguyen
3. Holiday Party
Allyn Pearlman
4. Garden Tours
Don Green/Gene Powers
5. Hospitality Coordinator Louise Epperson
Members:
Daryl Page
7. Librarian
Joan and Richard Beaubouef,
Ruby Adams
8. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
9. Raffle Plants
Cherie and Frank Lee, Wray
Page
10. Seedlings
Provided by David Meade
11. Show & Tell
Gary Gallick, Malcolm
McCorquodale
12. Members’ and Visitors’ Registrar Ken Gardner,
Noreen Tolman
13. Webmaster
Mike Burnett
Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild Charlien Rose, Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Gene Powers
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Bromeliad
Society
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388

FIRST CLASS

