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Attention!!!!
Because of renovation work being done on the
Houston Garden Center, the January general meeting as well as the board meeting will be moved to
the Judson building in Hermann Park. See map on
page 6.

Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center
2020 Hermann Dr. (713) 284-1997
MEETING DATE:
Tuesday, January 18, 7:30 p.m.
Location has been changed! See map on page 6.
PROGRAM SPEAKER:
PROGRAM TITLE:

Wray Page
"Monsters of the Southwest”

Wray will share his knowledge and experiences
with gila monsters — this will be your chance to
meet one up close and personal! See page 5.
SEEDLING:

Guzmania ‘Bernie’

Supplied by David Meade. A variegated Guzmania with a red bloom. Picture courtesy of the Hawaiian Sunshine Nursery web site.
MEETING AGENDA:






Greetings/Call to Order/Plant Sale
Show and Tell
Cultural Tips
Meeting
Break/Refreshments/Buy raffle tickets/Plants
 Raffle
 Adjourn
FEBRUARY PROGRAM:

Betty Patterson

NEXT BOARD MEETING: Thurs., Jan. 20 , 7:30 p.m.

2011 BS/H DUES are due and payable now. Single
memberships are $20 and joint memberships $30 per
year. You can mail your check to Allyn Pearlman at
6422 Bankside Drive, Houston, TX 77096, or pay at
the January meeting.
The Bromeliad Society International is a center
point for all of our local bromeliad societies. With a
colorful and informative Journal (published bimonthly), its sponsorship of world bromeliad conferences and accreditation of show judges, a seed bank,
and cultivar registration, the BSI is an amazing resource for bromeliad growers and their local societies
from around the world. Every local society member
should join the BSI. Annual dues are $40, dual memberships are $45. For a membership application,
check with a BS/H officer or Gene Powers, our BSI
Regional Director; you can also find them online at
www.bsi.org.

Dates to Remember
▪
▪

DEADLINE FOR FEBRUARY BULLETIN: 1/22/11

There will be a Member Plant Sale at
this meeting!

▪

BS/H Spring Sale, Saturday, March 26 at
Gethsemane United Methodist Church
2011 BS/H Show and Sale, confirmed for Friday through Sunday, April 29-May 1, at Mercer Arboretum, so reserve the weekend!
2011 BS/H Holiday Party, Saturday, December 3, Saltgrass Steakhouse

President’s Page
OMG. Did I really agree to serve as BSH President
again? Well, I was under the influence of a few libations at the time, so I guess I can’t duck out now. Anyway, we have such a terrific society, with a great infusion of new members, young and old — uh, I mean
“mature” — that the job is (he hopes!!) relatively easy.
With such wonderful people comes the fun of contributing and not having the weight of all the work fall on too
few stalwarts (right, Lindsay?; right, Don Green?) Remember how much we’d love to have new participants
when the volunteer list for the Spring show circulates
Jan Liang and Gary Gallick
(right, Charlene?). And think about doing something
different for the society this year. Rick and Carole do classification because of their superior knowledge of
plants, but what an opportunity to learn from them if you volunteer to help in this area. Step outside the box,
like swear you will grow more Pitcairnias — okay, maybe you don’t want to go THAT far. As for me,
maybe I will even learn to make something besides potato salad.
How are everyone and their plants doing this winter? Partly because of time and partly because of
stupidity, I estimate I lost more than half my collection last year when I was traipsing through the rainforest
in Puerto Rico while it was 17 degrees in Kingwood. I really suffered some anguish through last winter, losing some of my very favorite plants and other special plants that were fond remembrances of some of my
favorite bromeliad friends, now gone on to a better place, but who left behind through BSH sales and swaps
and garden visits some terrific plants. But we survived okay and last year’s worst of all winters gave me an
excuse to go WAY over my budget at the World Conference. And what did I learn from last year’s miserable winter? Not much. I still lose plants when it is too cold and I am still too stubborn not to buy coldsensitive plants. Can’t teach an old dog new tricks… besides, this year was supposed to be a La Nina year
and we were supposed to have a much warmer winter. Not sure how that explains the three freezes we have
already had before Christmas. But, the greenhouse of my dreams just might become more than a vision before that first heart attack hits, and I might actually be able to grow show-worthy plants (assuming the judges
actually will tolerate green plants).
So what’s in store for the BSH this year? My first answer is if it ain’t broke, don’t fix it, so don’t expect any radical suggestions for changes from me. That doesn’t mean that our members should not speak up
and suggest new ideas, as well as what they like and what they don’t about our meetings. I can guarantee we
will have terrific speakers, terrific food (always) and a great deal of fun, and maybe even a bromeliad or two
(or two hundred) to gawk at and buy.
Here’s hoping for good growing, a great year and an early Spring… a REALLY early Spring!

Gingersnaps
(from the recipe file of Jeanie Graves)
¾ cup shortening
1 cup sugar
¼ cup molasses
1 beaten egg
2 cups flour

¼ teaspoon salt
2 teaspoon soda
1 teaspoon cinnamon
1 teaspoon cloves
1 teaspoon ginger

Cream shortening and sugar, add molasses and egg,
beat well.
Add sifted dry ingredients, mix well.
Roll in small balls and dip into sugar.
Bake at 375 degrees for 15 minutes.
Makes about 4 dozen.
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CULTURAL TIPS—2011
By Odean Head
all the help to new growers and enhance their excitement in growing beautiful bromeliads.

I

t’s a new year already and I want to wish everyone a happy and productive one. Last year
was a good one but I’m sure that we can make
improvements. If you have ideas for improvement,
pass them on to the board for consideration. This
certainly applies to the ‘Cultural Tips’ part of the
program except you might want to pass them to me
instead of the board.
The main objective of the ‘Culture Tips’ part of our
program is to discuss some of the more routine tasks
we follow in growing our bromeliads. This may
seem elementary to some but very important to others. It is certainly important to our society to provide

Some of the subjects will be repeated over time to
benefit newer members. An article will be published
in the bulletin most months covering the current subject. It is not intended to cover all the material in the
article at the meeting because of the limited time.
So, be sure and read the article and have your questions and/or ideas ready when they are asked for.
These can be very beneficial in our discussion at the
meeting. We can all learn more when we participate.
I am learning more every year and would be getting
smarter if I could only eliminate the loss of the
things I’m forgetting every year.
In addition to the routine tasks we will discuss some
of the things that should be done at that particular
time of year. If you have a current problem that you
need some help with, this is a good time to present it.
Some plants may need some extended care. Again,
have a Happy New Year and good growing.
Houston, Texas

In Memoriam
Mike Burnett passed away after over 8 months battling cancer.
Steve Burnett, Mike’s brother, said, “Mike has passed away into peace. He had
been really suffering for some time. Up until his last final words, if he was
asked how he was doing he would say ‘fine thank you’. He never complained
and the worst he ever had to say about his illness was, 'this is so sad'.”
Steve talked about the many friends Mike made at the VA hospital. “Everyone
loved his attitude and warmth toward all. His two sisters, his niece, Tammy,
and I were with him as he passed, as was Pat Speck, his long time friend. He
will surely be very missed but not forgotten.”
Steve thanks all Mike’s friends who kept him in their thoughts and prayers.
Mike had a wealth of knowledge about many different tropical plants, including bromeliads, and consequently
was known in many plant circles; he frequently volunteered at March Mart. He joined BS/H in 2003 and was
instrumental in setting up and maintaining the BS/H web site and in its success as a vital part of our society.
He was happy to share his knowledge with others. Lindsey Stowe’s friendship with Mike began in 2004
when she was searching for some bromeliad information online. Mike responded and after answering her
question, he encouraged her to attend BS/H meetings.
Mike will be greatly missed both as a friend and a member.
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CHRISTMAS MEETING —
A WONDERFUL TIME

O

ur Christmas Meeting was a great success. All those attending
had a wonderful time at the annual event and marveled at the
service by our four
wait staff. The food was enjoyed by all as well as the
beverages from the bar.
Jimmy and Joanne Woolsey

A special thanks to Louise
Epperson for donating the centerpieces and for making them after
her hip surgery in late November. Other thanks to Jimmy and
Joanne Woolsey for bringing the
Christmas Seedlings and supplying such a wonderful selection
for the Christmas Bromeliad
Raffle. Everyone enjoyed their
Don Green and John Sarkisian
bromeliads including the wait
staff, Ashley, Callie, Laura and Sudan as well as the Salt Grass manager,
Jason.

Lindsey and Gordon Stowe

Everyone had such a great time at the holiday party that the Society is
booked for the 1st Saturday in December 2011 in the lower room giving us
more space for a larger attendance. Plan on attending next year to see what
you missed in 2010! If anyone is really interested, I will be Christmas Party

Chairperson in 2011 too.
Holiday Party Pictures courtesy of Odean Head.

Thanks, Allyn
The Rare Plant Auction at the Holiday Party was

Member Message Board
 Welcome to our new members:
Jake Rice
10106 Briar Forest, Houston, TX 77042
713-203-5885
 Harvey Kendall
San Antonio, TX 78232-3027
210-491-0826
 Get well soon:




Bill and Jean Keiser were sorry to miss the
holiday party due to Bill suffering a case of
shingles.



Louise Epperson is recovering from hip replacement surgery.



Carole Richtmyer is scheduled for knee replacement surgery on January 10.

again a success. Special thanks goes to Auctioneer Gary
Gallick and his able assistants, Vickey Gurka, Lynn
Schermerhorn, Lindsey and Gordon Stowe, and Doug
Trahan.
The generous donors who contributed to the auction’s
success include Don Green, Doug Trahan, Lindsey
Stowe, Tropiflora, Cynthia & Ray Johnson, Don &
Betty Garrison, Martha Burg, Allyn Pearlman, Steve
Reynolds, Gary Gallick, Rick and Carole Richtmyer,
Ruby Adams, BS/H, Jim Woolsey, Odean Head, Rita
Beeler, and Chris Nguyen.

Meeting Refreshments
First chance in 2011 for the A-Ms
to shine and bring some special
refreshments to the January meeting. The
good news is, some things never change, and
drinks will be furnished by the club as always.
4

Meet our January Speaker:
Wray Page
Wray Page attended Texas A&M University, studying Wildlife Science. After finishing school, Wray worked for Busch Gardens in Houston, Texas, with a few stints in Tampa, Florida.
From courses taken at A&M and from working at Busch Gardens, Wray
was familiar with bromeliads, but hadn't really developed an interest in
collecting them until his wife, Daryl, bought the old standby, Aechmea
fasciata, for her mother. Keeping a pup from that plant started Wray and
Daryl on an on-and-off interest in bromeliads for forty years.
After Busch Gardens closed in Houston, Wray ended up in the pest control business. He has been in this
business for thirty-two years.
Always having an interest in wildlife, Wray and Daryl have had exotic bird collections and have bred many
reptile species. They are currently breeding gila monsters. They have one son, GWP IV, and two dogs.
Wray has recently completed judging school. His favorite bromeliads are Billbergias, Tillandsias, Hohenbergias and ...well, really just about every species.

Add a Little Heat this Winter:
Ways to Use Heat Mats with Bromeliads
By Lindsey Stowe

O

ut of curiosity, I searched on-line for information concerning heat mats or propagating
mats as they are also called. I had heard
about them from two people. Initially, Charlien
Rose, had mentioned heat mats to me when we were
talking about getting pups to root instead of rot in
the cool months. And then later, the woman who
had the Herb Booth at the Mercer Plant Faire was
telling me how she used heat mats. She couldn’t
say enough about how great it was to start tomato
and other vegetable seeds in the winter on the mats.
Then, by spring, she had her own strong seedlings
ready to transplant into the ground.

There were a number of gardening places to buy
heat mats. At Worm’s Way, they featured a FastGro Propagation Mat (a heating blanket for your
seed starts). The mat was 18”x24” which held 2
flats for $28.00.
The Greenhouse Mega Store listed several heat mats
which had instructions for use printed right on the
mats. Prices and sizes varied with the size of the
mat. Gro-Mat also had a different take on the

propagation mat. They included a metal rack to
hold the trays slightly above the heat. This would
keep the seedlings or plants from drying out and
provide more even heat.
I only found one reference related to bromeliads and
heating mats at the following website –
www.forums.gardenweb.com where one grower
talked about using a heat mat to grow Alcantarea
imperialis grass pups. Since this particular bromeliad rarely produces pups, he used the heat mat to
provide bottom heat to the grass pups. He also
added humidity and in a couple of months the pups
were ready to transplant into pots.
Now I know that heat mats are used for the following reasons:
 accelerate germination or sprouting
 prevent root rot
 encourage root development
And now I am certain that I would like to try the
heat mat out this winter. Maybe Santa will bring me
one.
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The Houston Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month
at 7:30 PM
Houston Garden Center
Next meeting will be February 3, 2011

Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting third Sunday of month
at 2:00 PM
Next meeting will be January 16, 2011
Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center
2020 Hermann Drive

January
Birthdays
Beaumont Martin
Deborah Bragg
Patsy Garcia
Kelly Adams
Lynn Schermerhorn
Malcolm McCorquodale
Betty Garrison
Skipper Transue
Nita Ankenbruck

1/02
1/10
1/11
1/13
1/16
1/17
1/19
1/20
1/22

qqq
The January BS/H
meeting will take
place at:
The
Judson Robinson
Jr.
Community
Center
2020 Hermann Dr.
(713) 284-1997
The community center
is located southeast on
Hermann Drive from
the Houston Garden
Center.
See map on left.

qqq
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific
goals of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.
There are two classes of membership:

President

Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Past President
12/31/11
Gene Powers
Ken Gardner

Officers and Chairmen
Gary Gallick
3202 Riverlawn
Kingwood, TX 77339
281-358-0364
ggallick@mdanderson.org
Rick Richtmyer
Charlien Rose
Allyn Pearlman
Lindsey Stowe
Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/12
12/31/13
TBA
Midge Gorman
Jim Woolsey
Sheri Townes

I.

Individual
Husband and wife

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current year.
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
for more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or emailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly
meetings. Articles and any other information pertinent to
bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.
Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388
planobrom@aol.com

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor Carole Richtmyer
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
Members: Phil Speer, Lynn Schermerhorn,
Ken Gardner
3. Programs Chairman
Rick Richtmyer
Members: Carole Richtmyer
Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
Gary Gallick/Rick Richtmyer
II.
Committees of the Board
1. Annual Show
Charlien Rose
2. Bromeliad Culture
Odean Head
Members
Chris Nguyen
3. Holiday Party
Allyn Pearlman
4. Garden Tours
Don Green/Gene Powers
5. Hospitality Coordinator Louise Epperson
Members:
Daryl Page
7. Librarian
Joan and Richard Beaubouef,
Ruby Adams
8. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
9. Raffle Plants
Cherie and Frank Lee, Wray
Page
10. Seedlings
Provided by David Meade
11. Show & Tell
Gary Gallick, Malcolm
McCorquodale
12. Members’ and Visitors’ Registrar Ken Gardner,
Noreen Tolman
13. Webmaster
Mike Burnett
Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild Charlien Rose, Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Gene Powers
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Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388
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