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MEETING DATE:        Tuesday, February 15, 7:30 p.m. 
 

PROGRAM SPEAKER:                      Betty Patterson 
 

PROGRAM TITLE:        "The Odd Aechmea Species”  
 

Betty will present a slide program about different 
Aechmea species not often seen in collections or 
gardens.  She will bring plants to sell. 

 

SEEDLING:        Ananus ‘Lava Burst’ 
 

Supplied by David Meade. A spineless, varie-
gated variety of pineapple, Ananus lucidus vari-
gata.  It is drought and salt tolerant but quite cold 
sensitive. 
 

MEETING AGENDA: 
 

 Greetings/Call to Order/Plant Sale 
 Show and Tell:  Members are encouraged to 

bring unusual, blooming and problem plants 
for discussion, or plants they just want to 
know more about.  

 Cultural Tips 
 Meeting 
 Break/Refreshments/Buy raffle tickets/ 

Plant Sale 
 Raffle 
 Adjourn 

 

MARCH PROGRAM:         Dick and Phyllis McEuen 
 

NEXT BOARD MEETING: Thurs., Mar. 17, 7:30 p.m. 
 

DEADLINE FOR MARCH BULLETIN:           2/22/11 

About our February Speaker: 
Betty Patterson 

 

Betty Patterson of Dallas, Texas, has been an avid plant 
collector for many years, concentrating her efforts in Ec-
uador where she has been collecting since 1985 and 
which now “feels like a second home,” in her own words. 
She has made numerous trips to different regions in Ecua-
dor and has ventured where, truly, few others have gone 
before. 
 

In her 8:00 to 5:00 life, Betty plays string bass with the 
Dallas Symphony Orchestra.  She is a member of the BSI 
and the Greater Dallas-Ft. Worth Bromeliad Society. 
 

Besides being an internationally known speaker, Betty 
has contributed to the publication of two bromeliad books 
written by José Manzanares: Jewels of the Jungle, Bro-
meliacaeae of Ecuador, Part I, Bromelioideae; and Jewels 
of the Jungle, Bromeliacaeae of Ecuador, Part II, Pit-
cairnioideae. She will have copies of the books available 
at the meeting 
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C an you believe this winter?  About six degrees cooler in Kingwood than pre-
dicted January 21 when I was in San Francisco and unable to cover my 
plants, leaving me with many new forms of bromeliads (e.g., Neoregelia 

‘Yin’ and ‘Yang’, cv ‘white tops’).  And then there was my Alcantera odorata that 
tripled in size last year and was really gorgeous, which has now had a name change 
to Alcantera odorata cv ‘Mush’.  I’ll never learn; or I could try to register and sell 
some of these “cultivars”.  Alas, somehow I don’t think they will be stable. 
 
Fortunately it wasn’t that cold here when I was 
snowed in in Washington D.C., and even more 

fortunately, before the last arctic blast my sainted wife with very little help 
brought into our living room about 500 plants (including my new white 
forms), 30-40 anoles, a few frogs and maybe (I hope not!) a snake or two.   
They all reside peacefully in the living room, except the dogs like to dig 
through a couple of the pots and see what treasures they can find.  There 
are a few plants still under my freeze cloth outside, but with another freeze 
coming, I’ll wait to see what survived.  No point in being discouraged; I 
will lose a few but many will pup and I’ll actually be forced to separate 
them and maybe even grow them better. 

 
I’m desperately trying to set aside more time this year to really get 

my collection back in shape.  It is a good opportunity for you to do so as 
well.   If my fellow outdoor growers have similar bromeliad “forms” to 
those described above and if these are your favorites — aren’t they al-
ways? — don’t give up too soon; as we all know our plants are tough and may reward our best efforts to 
keep them alive with a pup or two.  Watch them carefully and try to remove any rot from the Mother plant.  
Sadly, I have lots of experience losing good pups because I did not clean the dead mothers well enough after 
the weather warms up.  How to do this best?  Bring in some of your problem plants (frozen or not) to show-
and-tell and let some of our experts advise you on how to grow them better.  If I can find it (unlikely), I will 
bring in a beautiful (not kidding even if it is a hybrid!) Neo.  ‘Linda Cathcart’ with the correct shape and 
markings, but about one half the size the real Neo experts grow this plant.  I’d like to know how to grow this 
one better. 

 
Elsewhere in the bulletin you will see a biography of this month’s speaker, Betty Patterson.  Betty has 

been on a large number of collecting trips, and has an incredible knowledge of bromeliads of Ecuador and 
elsewhere, and is a terrific speaker who is more than willing to share her knowledge and experience.   Fair 
warning, if you miss her talk, you will really regret it, even though you are almost certain to see several pic-
tures of Pitcairnias.  But don’t grouse; wait until you see some of the spectacular blooms (some of mine are 
blooming now; it is a real treat)!  It was great to see such a good attendance at our last meeting and great to 
have a continual influx of new members.  We old fa--- need to make a special effort to encourage our new 
members (and sometimes rejuvenate our “mature” members) to keep our society strong. 

 
See you at the meeting and hoping next month I’ll be talking about Spring’s arrival.  

 

 

2011 BS/H DUES are due and payable now.  Single memberships are $20 and joint memberships $30 per year.  You 
can mail your check to Allyn Pearlman at 6422 Bankside Drive, Houston, TX  77096, or pay at the February meeting. 
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I t’s the first of February and I’m ready for 
spring already.  The last several days have 
been nice and warm but they say the coldest 

weather of the winter is almost here.  I hope that it 
does not get too cold.  I’m still trying to recover from 
the damage I suffered last winter.  It will be nice to 
get some nice looking pups off and get rid of some 
more dead looking plants.  My recovery process has 
not been as successful as I had hoped.  I still have a 
lot of plants but lost some very special ones. 
 
It’s getting colder and spring is just wishful thinking.  
Our highest priority is still trying to get through this 
winter.  We will go ahead and talk about pup re-
moval this month because the show is early and we 
need to spend some time preparing for that. 
 
I prefer to remove pups during the transition of the 
plants to their summer growing area. The warming 
temperatures will stimulate faster root development 
and the larger growing area will accommodate the 
extra pots.  Determine first if the pups are large 
enough to remove.  They grow faster while they are 
still on their mother and when they are cut too small 
it could stunt their growth.  The pups are large 
enough to be removed when you can see root devel-
opment or when they become one third to one half 
the size of their mother.  If the plant is stoloniferous 
(plants formed on the end of extended cau-
dexes/stems from the mother) you may prefer to 
leave the pups on allowing them to form a clump.  
This will create a pleasing display of your plant if the 
pups’ stolons are long enough to give them room to 
form their normal shape and size.  Leaving the pups 
on their mother will cause them to grow faster but 
will limit the number of pups the mother will pro-
duce. 

In many cases a mother will start with only one pup 
and put all of her energy toward its growth and may 
cause it to become too leggy when left on too long.  
If you remove this pup the mother will normally put 
on two or more new pups.  If you are really inter-
ested in propagating a plant you should remove its 
pups as soon as they are big enough.   
 
Exceptions to this are the few guzmanias and vrie-
seas that will have only one or two pups which form 
and come up through the middle of the mother plant.  
Since these are the only pups that the mother will 
have and it is pretty much destroyed when removing 
the pups, you should allow the pups to be almost full 
size before removing them.  In fact, I usually do not 
even remove these pups but will wait and separate 
them when the mother is gone.   The best example I 
can think of is Vriesea splendens and hybrids made 
with it. 
 
PUP REMOVAL 
 
Removing pups can be an easy task unless you have 
never done it.  It is normal to be a little apprehensive 
the first few times you cut a pup, especially when it 
is jammed up next to the mother plant, for fear that 
you will damage one of the plants.  The pup should 
be severed somewhere between the pup's roots and 
the mother plant.  Pups jammed next to their mother 
should be cut as near the mother plant as possible to 
leave them the best foundation for potting firmly in 
the pot.  If I happen to cut into the soft tissue of the 
pup I will treat it with a rooting hormone and let it 
harden off a little before potting it.  Roots will form 
at the base of the plant (between the plant and the 
caudex/stem).  Pups are easily rooted if potted prop-
erly which we will discuss another day. 
 
I use three different methods for removing pups.  I 
will use a pair of hand snippers when there is ample 
space available.  If I can’t see or feel where the pup 
comes out I will unpot the plant to be sure where to  
 

                                       ;VÉÇà|Çâxw ÉÇ Ñtzx G< 

CULTURAL TIPS—2011 
Pup Removal 

 

By Odean Head 
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cut.  Sometimes the pup will just snap off when I place 
the thumb of one hand against the base of the mother 
plant and apply some side to side pressure on the pup 
with the other hand.  Be careful that you do not apply so 
much pressure that it breaks too close to the pup plant.  
When this happens, use your rooting hormone to harden it 
off before planting.  There are times when the plant is so 
close to its mother that you cannot get to it with snippers 
and it does not respond to the hand method.  In these 
cases you need a good sharp knife to cut it off.  A serrated 
knife is usually more effective when a sawing motion is 
needed. 
 
More care should be given to removing pups that grow up 
between the leaves of the plant.  Take a long knife with a 
sharp point and stick it down into the leaves until the 
point of the knife rests on the spot where the pup connects  
 

to the mother.  Apply some pressure and with a little 
twisting motion try to pop the pup off.  If it does not pop 
off after a few tries you may have to use the sawing mo-
tion to sever it.  This procedure would also apply on many 
of the large clumps of tillandsias.  Cryptanthus pups that 
grow between the leaf axils on top of the mother should 
be removed when of good size.  A little side to side 
movement will cause these pups to release when they are 
ready.  If they do not release easily, let them grow a little 
larger before you try again. 
 
Most tillandsias form pleasing clumps even when the 
pups are not stoloniferous.  I will usually wait about split-
ting mounted tillandsias until they get real crowded. 
 
I will demonstrate the pup removal methods at the meet-
ing and hopefully we can have some questions and dis-
cussion that will be of benefit to the group.  

Houston, Texas 

Stories about our members: Merrill O’Neal 
 

‘OUR GANG’   
 

By  Jimmy Woolsey 
 
When George Allen left the Los Angeles Rams, he became head coach of 
the Washington Redskins.  He also took a lot of his players with him.  
George Allen always traded his draft choices with other teams for veteran 
players.  He believed that rookies were good for two things-penalties and 
mistakes.  Allen was heavily criticized for trading the team’s top draft 
choices every year.  George Allen’s Redskins became one of the best football 
teams in history.  They affectionately became known as the ‘Over the Hill 
Gang’. 
 
George Allen might not have been afraid of the unknown, but he definitely 
was not interested.  As a bromeliad collector, the unknown is an important 
factor in my interest.  I am always searching for the most beautiful Neorege-
lia in the world.  There are times when I think I have found it.  But then, 
there is another one.  Being a member of the BSHI, I have been fortunate to 
know so many interesting people.  The unknown of meeting new people and 
learning of their interests is the best part of being a member.  Last year, a lot 
of us went to the World Bromeliad Conference in New Orleans, Louisiana.  I 
overheard someone comment, “The next WBC will be held at an assisted 
living home in Florida”.  There are a lot of veterans in the BSHI.  George Allen would be envious.  These veterans pos-
sess a lot of valuable knowledge.  We rookies should pay attention.  Here is a glimpse into the life of one of our own 
‘Over the Hill Gang’, Merrill O’Neal. 
 
Merrill was born December 22, 1928.  He was born in Weston, Texas.  Weston is near McKinney, Texas.  Merrill had 
two sisters and one brother.  His family moved to McKinney before he started first grade.  As a child Merrill loved to 
work with his mom in their gardens and helped her plant roses, one of which had a green flower.  Years later, Merrill’s 
dad went back to Weston and got a cutting from this rose bush which Merrill sprouted and has had ever since. 

Merrill O’Neal, picture courtesy of Odean 
Head. 
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As a youngster, Merrill played a lot of tennis and did a lot of church work. His family moved to Fort Worth, Texas 
during World War II.  He attended Paschal High School and graduated summa cum laude.  Merrill worked at Safe-
way Grocery on weekends.  He also really enjoyed going to the outdoor musicals in Dallas.  In 1947, Merrill went 
to Texas Christian University with an academic scholarship.  Merrill went to TCU for a year and a half.  He decided 
to  
quit college and go to work.  He bought a 1934 Ford.  Merrill received his draft notice in the mail, and without 
opening it, he called his mom and told her he was joining the Navy and left that night for boot camp in San Diego. 
 
The Navy started Merrill in storekeeper school.  When he graduated, he was sent to Vallejo, California, where he 
helped to put into commission a radar supply ship.  His ship supplied radar backup during the Korean War.  After 
two years in the Navy, Merrill was given leave.  His plan was to fly from San Diego to Ft. Worth.  This was to be 
his first time to fly.  Because of weather, the airplane landed in Midland and Merrill had to drive to Ft. Worth.  
Merrill spent four years in the Navy, mostly in Hawaii, the Philippines and most of his time in Japan, where he was 
able to visit much of the country.  Merrill really enjoyed seeing different parts of Japan.  Mt. Fuji was spectacular.  
In 1953 his ship spent thirty days in Hong Kong, which he found really fascinating. While there he found shopping 
really great and inexpensive, like the cashmere sport coat he bought for five dollars.  Merrill left the Navy in 1954 
with many memories and a lot of valuable experience that he would use later. Merrill then went  to the University of 
Texas for three years and graduated with a degree in International Business.  During his last year at UT Merrill went 
to Houston to visit an old Navy buddy.  His friend’s mother told Merrill where he might find a job.  Merrill got the 
job with a small shipping company in Houston.  He found an apartment and shared it with three other friends.  
Across the hall, four girls were sharing an apartment.  A cat came in Merrill’s apartment by “accident”.  The cat 
belonged to one of the girls.  The girl’s name was Gladys.  Gladys and Merrill were married April 24, 1958.  They 
have been married fifty two years.  They moved to Bellaire where they raised two sons. 
 
Merrill’s company shipped oilfield equipment.  The company had one small office in Houston and grew into a com-
pany with 42 offices worldwide. Merrill traveled worldwide for over twenty years and has lots of interesting stories 
about his travels. 
 
One of the leading Houston garden clubs was, The Garden Club of Houston which had an annual bulb and plant 
sale.  He  went to this sale in 1966.  At the sale he saw an Aechmea fasciata and bought it; and that started his inter-
est in Bromeliads.  On one of his trips to his shipping office in Los Angeles, Merrill was able to attend the 1967 
World Bromeliad Conference.  He met Leonard Kent at the show.  Kent invited Merrill to dinner.  Merrill was 
amazed to see Kent’s bromeliads and became good friends with him. 
 
Merrill joined BSHI in 1968.  He remembers Pat Mitchell, John Nedbalek, and Mollie Sheffield were members at 
the time.  In 1972, there was much dissension within the group.  Merrill was asked to be president which became a 
major undertaking, as that year for the first time, Houston hosted the 1972 World Bromeliad Conference.  Finding 
bromeliads in Houston was rather difficult, so Merrill found ways to ship them from some of the huge bromeliad 
nurseries in Holland and Belgium. 
 
I have asked Merrill to write a short story concerning bromeliads for us:  “I traveled a lot during the 1970’s, espe-
cially to California.  After attending a bromeliad conference in Los Angeles one year, I met several members who 
became good friends.  On many trips I would be invited by several bromeliad enthusiasts to visit various members 
who had large bromeliad collections.  Additionally, one friend invited me to visit Ed Hummel’s nursery.  As I am 
sure most of you are aware, Mr. Hummel was an eccentric, but extremely well known grower and hybridizer of bro-
meliads in California and rarely permitted visitors.  His collection was fantastic with overcrowded benches of many 
varieties and hybrids of beautiful bromeliads, mostly grown in 4 inch pots.  He would not sell any of them at that 
time.  Ultimately, I understand he was so annoyed with break ins and thefts that he sold his collection (as I am sure 
some of you recall, a lot of it came to Houston) and moved to Hawaii.  At that time he was probably the foremost 
hybridizer of bromeliads and many other plants in the cactus and succulent families.  The picture of his many beau-
tiful plants still remains in my memory. “ 
 

XXX 
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Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society 
www.tgcfernsoc.org 

Regular meeting third Sunday of month 
at 2:00 PM 

Next meeting will be February 20,  2011 
Houston Garden Center 

The Houston Orchid Society, Inc. 
www.houstonorchidsociety.org 

Regular meeting first Thursday of month  
at 7:30 PM 

Houston Garden Center 
Next meeting will be March 3, 2011 

February 
 Birthdays 

 
 

 Molly Sheffield  2/15 
 Laurie Skov       2/17 
 Vickey Gurka  2/18 
 Richard Beaubouef  2/23 
 Sunny Johnson  2/23 
 Kenneth Gardner  2/28 
 Fred Rinebold  2/29 

Dates to RememberDates to Remember  
 

▪ BS/H Spring Sale, Saturday, March 26 at 
Gethsemane United Methodist Church 

▪ 2011 BS/H Show and Sale, Friday through 
Sunday, April 29 — May 1, at Mercer Arbore-
tum, so reserve the weekend! 

▪ Southwest Guild Show, September 30 through 
October 2, Austin, Texas 

▪ Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies Ex-
travaganza and Cryptanthus Show, Daytona 
Beach, FL, Saturday, November 5 

▪ 2011 BS/H Holiday Party, Saturday, Decem-
ber 3, Saltgrass Steakhouse 

Member Message Board 
 

 Welcome to our new members: 
 Mary McConnell 
 6218 Wister Lane Houston, TX 77008 
 713-880-2530 
 John Schmidt 
 4518 Spinks Creek Lane 
 Spring, TX 77388 
 281-528-6061 
 Inez Barres 

P.O. Box 145 
Maurice, LA  70555-0145 

 

 Get well soon: 

 Don Garrison was readmitted to the hospital 
on February 5. 

 

 Members are asked to inform Midge Gorman 
or Carole Richtmyer of member news, ill-
nesses, etc., for publication in the bulletin. 

 
 Our condolences to the families of: 
 Peggy Bailey, a long-time honorary member 

of BS/H, has passed away.  Interment will be 
in Florida where she resided for many years. 

 Deanne Erdmann, a member of BS/H during 
the late 70s and early 80s, was killed in an 
auto accident January 24. 

 Meeting Refreshments 
  

Now it’s the N-Z’s turn to shine 
in 2011 and bring some special 

refreshments to the February meeting.  The 
good news is, some things never change, and 
drinks will be furnished by the club as always. 

 

Thanks to the following donors to the January raffle 
table:  Sam Chism, David Meade, Chris Nguyen, 
Louise Epperson, Odean Head and Jimmy Wool-
sey. 
 

And the lucky winners were:  Billie Emmanuel, 
Jack Pine, Midge Gorman, Tommy Emmanuel, 
Fred Rinebold, Johnny Williams, Charlien Rose, 
Don Green and Bob Garcia. 
 

The raffle brought in $89.  



BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC. 

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston 
 
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely pub-
lic charity and strictly educational purposes.  Specific 
goals of the Society shall be to: 
 

Increase knowledge of bromeliads through inter-
change and dissemination of information. 
 
Use such funds as are available for the purpose 
of research and/or equipment in institutions of 
higher learning within the State of Texas. 
 
 There are two classes of membership: 

 
 Individual   $20.00 per year 
Husband and wife  $30.00 per year 

 
 All memberships begin with January of the current year. 

 
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org 
for more information. 
______________________________________________ 
 
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or e-
mailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly 
meetings.  Articles and any other information pertinent to 
bromeliads are solicited.  Articles may be reprinted with 
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication. 
 
A Yearbook is published annually based on the member-
ship roll at the end of the regular February meeting of 
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc. 
 
Please address any correspondence regarding this publica-
tion to: 
 

 Carole Richtmyer 
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive 

Spring, TX  77388 
planobrom@aol.com 

Officers and Chairmen 
President   Gary Gallick  
   3202 Riverlawn 
   Kingwood, TX  77339 
   281-358-0364 
   ggallick@mdanderson.org 
Vice President   Rick Richtmyer 
Secretary   Charlien Rose 
Treasurer   Allyn Pearlman 
Past President      Lindsey Stowe 

Board of Directors 
Term Expires 

12/31/11                      12/31/12            12/31/13 
Gene Powers            Wray Page             Midge Gorman 
Ken Gardner           Jim Woolsey                Sheri Townes 
                            
I.     Standing Committees 
       1. Publicity Allyn Pearlman 
              Bulletin Editor Carole Richtmyer 
       2. Plant Sales Chairman     Allyn Pearlman 
 Members: Phil Speer, Lynn Schermerhorn,  
      Ken Gardner 
       3. Programs Chairman Rick Richtmyer 
 Members:  Carole Richtmyer 

Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:  
Gary Gallick/Rick Richtmyer 

II. Committees of the Board 
       1. Annual Show  Charlien Rose 
       2. Bromeliad Culture Odean Head 
 Members  Chris Nguyen 
       3. Holiday Party  Allyn Pearlman 
       4. Garden Tours Don Green/Gene Powers 
       5. Hospitality Coordinator Louise Epperson 
 Members:  Daryl Page 
       7. Librarian Joan and Richard Beaubouef,  
    Ruby Adams 
       8. Membership Allyn Pearlman 
       9. Raffle Plants Cherie and Frank Lee, Wray 
    Page 
      10. Seedlings Provided by David Meade 
      11. Show & Tell Malcolm  McCorquodale 
      12. Members’ and Visitors’ Registrar Ken Gardner, 
    Noreen Tolman 
      13. Webmaster Joy Reynolds 
   

Representatives 
Southwest Bromeliad Guild   Charlien Rose, Ray Johnson 
Bromeliad Society International Gene Powers 

AFFILIATED WITH THE 
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL 

MEMBER OF 
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD 

GUILD 

AFFILIATED WITH THE 
BROMELIAD SOCIETY 

INTERNATIONAL 
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Carole Richtmyer 
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive 
Spring, TX  77388 

FIRST CLASS 
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