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MEETING DATE:

Tuesday, March 15, 7:30 p.m.

PROGRAM SPEAKERS:
PROGRAM TITLE:

Dick and Phyllis McEuen

"Touring Alaska and Canada”

Dick and Phyllis will share their 2010 trip to the
far northwest, taking us from the US through
Western Canada to the Yukon, then to Alaska
and a cruise through the Inside Passage.
SEEDLING:

Vriesea ‘Robin’

Supplied by David Meade. A beautiful variegated
Vriesea. Picture courtesy of Hawaiian Sunshine
Nursery.
MEETING AGENDA:








Greetings/Call to Order
Show and Tell
Cultural Tips
Meeting
Break/Refreshments/Buy raffle tickets
Raffle
Adjourn

APRIL PROGRAM:

Panel on Preparing for Show

NEXT BOARD MEETING: Thurs., Mar. 17, 7:30 p.m.
DEADLINE FOR APRIL BULLETIN:

3/22/11

About our March Speakers:

Dick and Phyllis McEuen
Dick and Phyllis McEuen are experienced plant enthusiasts, their favorites being in the cactus and succulent family. They are active members of the Cactus and Succulent
Society and have presented many programs to plant societies.
They have taken trips to some pretty remote parts of the
world in pursuit of their hobby, and along the way have
acquired a taste for bromeliads as well, especially those
terrestrials that grow happily alongside succulents. Their
program will be about a trip they took to Canada and
Alaska in 2010. No bromeliads, but lots of beautiful
scenery and wildflowers.
Dick and Phyllis were winners of the BSI membership
offered at the February meeting. Welcome!

The deadline to pay your dues in order to be included in the 2011 BS/H yearbook is NOW! Single memberships
are $20 and joint memberships $30 per year. You can mail your check to Allyn Pearlman at 6422 Bankside Drive,
Houston, TX 77096, or pay at the March meeting.
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President’s Page

hew! Looks like we made it. Spring may finally be here.
I cannot remember two back-to-back winters with so
many cold days since I arrived in Houston in 1981. Certainly this has taken a toll on my plants. Also certainly
teaches me a lesson that nothing is permanent.
My 60 Neoregelia species are down to about 40 now; I even lost a
few Orthophytums I have had for more than 20 years. Probably celestial punishment for growing far more plants than I can take care
of well, and imposing on my poor wife to help, even though she has
other primary interests. But, aging rapidly has its advantages; I
don’t take the loss of a plant as hard as I used to.
Nevertheless, I’m always surprised at the resilience of some of my
“dead” plants that reward me with pups, if only I know how to nurture them. After hurricane Ike, growing for me has been very difficult. The legacy oak that fell on the house provided too much shade
to grow brightly colored Neos; now, the front yard gets way too much sun and already some of my Neos are
beginning to burn. Great for the Dyckias though, as I can almost grow them like they do in Florida, colorwise. I think this is some of the fun of growing; there is always more and more to learn and moving a plant a
few feet can make the difference of burning it to a crisp or having almost ideal color. A couple of small
palms in my front yard provide just enough shade to bring back good color in my Billbergias; now I need to
try to provide the right lighting conditions from my Neos.
As you will read elsewhere, we have a big sale upcoming March 26 at Gethsemane Methodist Church. This
is a great opportunity for you to separate some of those clumps you’ve been meaning to for the past five
(maybe ten) years and pot up some plants for sale. Now our sales can become a little like swap meets as we
snag some of our fellow member’s beautiful plants, but we always get a reasonable turn-out from the general
public and often get new members, so come if you can. We’ve done a great job with getting and keeping
new members, but how could we not with all the friendly, plant-loving people in the society (not counting a
few curmudgeons like me). These sales are important fund-raisers for us, and help to support the Show and
party. Looking to see everyone at the meeting; remember it’s a little early this month!

What’s Blooming Now
Left: Tillandsia ionantha ‘Druid’
Right: Aechmea recurvata ‘Artichoke’

Right: Tillandsia
ionantha

Left: Cryptantahus
‘Peachy Keen’
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CULTURAL TIPS—2011

Preparing Plants for
Show
By Odean Head

O

ur show is a little early this year and this article is even earlier. Starting early is better
than not having enough time to get all of our
potentials ready for the show. I would put off some
of the final grooming until closer to show time. I
plan to start the selection process and find the ideal
place to start collecting the plants. It should have the
ideal lighting but do not take a chance of burning
them. We can go ahead and take off the old leaves
and repot the plant/plants following the tips covered
under repotting below. We can also do some cleaning of the major dirt and debris making the final
cleaning a lot easier. This early start will also give us
more time to add additional entries to our list. I am
going to leave the following grooming procedure
intact to be used with both the early efforts and the
final grooming.
SELECTING PLANTS

Sometimes we have a problem getting started in our
selection process because we are looking for a plant
that is ready to be on the head table. I usually have
to make several trips through my collection before I
get very many plants to consider. I can move on
faster with this process when I decide to defer making the final evaluations and selections until after the
grooming has been attempted. This will allow me to
be a little more lenient in my initial evaluation. We
should also familiarize ourselves with the show
schedule and try to get entries in as many of the categories as we can to make it a better balanced show.
CLEANING PLANTS
A good set of tools can help you do a better job with
possibly less effort. I have several tools that I select
from as needed. I have a flat-end surgical hemostat

for pulling out large concentrations of tree leaves
lodged in the top of the plant. A long needle nose
hemostat is used for the deeper leaves. I also have
long, thin tweezers for the tree leaves that are deep in
the plant. I have several sizes of artist brushes, at
least a small, medium and large and some with long
handles to be used for finer cleanup of the plant. I
have scissors and an exacto blade for trimming plant
leaves. Add a bar of soap and spray bottle and I will
probably think of something else when I start grooming.
If there is a concentration of tree leaves I will remove a majority of them before I start washing. I
use a water hose with a spray nozzle that will furnish
a good solid stream without too much pressure to
wash out dirt, tree leaves and other debris. After the
first wash, look deep into the plant for tree leaves
and dirt that did not come out. Be careful about digging too much with your fingers because you may
break or tear a leaf. It is best to use some long
tweezers or a surgical hemostat to pull out the debris.
You can loosen the stubborn dirt inside the base of
the outer leaves with a small artist brush. Rinse the
plant again to remove loosened dirt and debris.
Clean the surfaces of leaves individually. The cleaning intensity will vary from plant to plant depending
on how delicate the leaf is and whether it has scurf or
not. If it has scurf, be careful not to remove any of it
because it may not regenerate and will be obvious to
the judges. On most of my plants I will suds each
leaf with Ivory soap and a heavy artist brush. If the
leaves are not too treacherous I will pull each leaf
through my fingers to loosen the more stubborn dirt.
This should also remove any dead scale that might
be attached to the leaf. If the scale does not rub right
off it may still be alive and the plant should be
treated with Safer Soap. Scale on show plants is a
big NO. Next I rinse the plant with clean water
again using the spray nozzle.
;VÉÇà|Çâxw ÉÇ Ñtzx G<
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I then set this plant to one side and work on the next
plant while that one is drying. You really can't tell
whether some plants are clean or not until they dry.
You may have to go back and touch up some spots
that you missed and rinse again (be sure to get all of
the soap out). If you have any salt problems, you
will need to take some additional steps to remove the
salt deposits. Sometimes another soaping of the salt
area will do the job. Let the soap stay on for a little
while and work on another plant. Then rub the salt
area lightly being very careful not to damage the
leaf. Pineapple juice or any citric juice can be helpful on stubborn salt deposits. Some of our members
use club soda for this purpose, successfully. When
you use the pineapple juice or any citric juice, be
sure and rinse it well or it may leave a sticky, shiny
film on the plant and be penalized by the judges.
The club soda will not leave the sticky residue.
Again, wait until it dries to be sure that the salt deposits are gone. Some of the procedures may have to
be repeated. It is almost impossible to completely
remove the residue from some of the darker leaved
plants and I will usually go ahead and enter them
when only faint traces are visible. Fortunately, most
of the Houston area has converted their water supply
to surface water that corrected most of this problem.
REPOTTING
It is usually easier to repot a plant than to clean the
pot. This is also a good time to select a pot size that
is in proper proportion to the plant. A larger pot will
also make it easier to center the plant and cover any
exposed caudex caused by leaf removal. Do not pot
it too deep unless you have something to hide because the judges may assume you are hiding something and take off accordingly. Also be aware of
what constitutes a standard pot A pretty pot will
probably be classified as decorative and be placed in
the Artistic or Decorative Container Division under a
different set of judging rules (if you have some
pretty or unusual pots, you should consider entering
this division). Set the plant down and look at its conformation both from the top and from the side.
Straighten the plant if needed and firm the soil
around it so that it will stay straight. Be sure the mix
on top is neat. Some use a special top dressing, but I
don't think it’s necessary so long as it is neat.
TRIMMING LEAVES
Leaf damage is a common cultural problem in grow-

ing bromeliads and you can bet money that the
judges will see any that exist. They can also usually
see where you have trimmed. If you have done a
good trimming job they may not take off any points
at all unless too many trims were necessary. Before
you start cutting try to visualize what effect the cut
will have on the plant’s appearance. If you have to
cut a leaf tip back too far it could change the overall
shape of the leaf as well as the plant’s conformation.
Normally you should trim a leaf tip to its natural
shape but how should you treat a fingernail tip?
Analyze the damage and the effect of the trim before
you act. You may want to only trim the brown,
changing its shape rather than take off the color.
You may decide not to trim it at all if it will do more
harm than good. In those cases the judges can usually see your dilemma and be lenient if there is little
else wrong with the plant. Some trimming of leaf
edges close to the base can also be done where there
are no spines but try to keep a smooth leaf edge.
FINAL EVALUATION FOR SHOW ENTRY
Look at the overall appearance of
the plant. Does it
appear
healthy
and well grown?
Does its foliage
have the good
sheen or scurf appropriate for the
plant?
Are the
colors rich and the markings clear? How about its
symmetry, is it appropriate? Is the size close to maturity? Check the leaf damage. Is it too severe?
Does it need more grooming?
CAUTION- Do not be over critical. Fix what you
can but expect to be short in one or more of these
areas since there are few, if any, perfect plants.
TRANSPORTING PLANTS
Getting all your plants groomed for show can be
frustrating enough without any trauma on the way to
the show. Take some extra time in packing your
plants to make sure they do not damage each other or
topple over. You would be smart to take some of
your cleaning tools and maybe some extra mix with
you for a last minute check just in case you have a
little mishap on the way. [Editor: Also protect plants
from sunburn in the car.]
Houston, Texas
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Gethsemane United Methodist Church, 6856 Bellaire Boulevard,
1/2 mile east of the intersection at Southwest Freeway, located at
the first traffic light.

BS/H Spring Sale, Saturday, March 26
Hey Members,
It is time for the Spring Plant Sale. Keep Saturday,
March 26th open. Please email me if you are planning on selling (deliboys@comcast.net). Volunteers
are always welcome and remember that the sale begins at 9 a.m. but customers will start showing up
around 8:30 for those early bird bromeliads (the colorful and the blooming).
As always, we can use boxes and plastic bags for
customer service and also volunteers to carry the pur-

A Thank You Note from Lindsey
If you were at the Christmas party, you saw the
beautiful book, Jewels of the Jungle Bromeliaceae of Ecuador, which Don Green presented
to me.
It’s the kind of book that I have checked out
of the BS/H library many times, never once
thinking I would own it. Many thanks to each
of you for the special gift.
Lindsey Stowe

chases to the car. I am going to bring bagels and
cream cheese, I think Lindsey Stowe will probably
be making coffee (and sometimes she even brings
sweets). We can always count on Phil and Carole
Speer to bring bottled water. Any donations of food
will be appreciated by all.
A big thank you before and after the sale to Louise
Epperson and her son for bringing the tables. Hope
to see you at the Spring Sale.
THE SALE ENDS AT 3:00 P.M. Allyn Pearlman

Meeting
Refreshments
Now it’s the A-Ms turn to
shine in 2011 and bring
some special refreshments to the March
meeting. Drinks will be furnished by the club
as always.
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March
Birthdays

The Houston Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month
at 7:30 PM
Houston Garden Center
Next meeting will be April 7, 2011

Jean Keiser
Marie Zagst
David Cruthirds
Bob Spivey
Grant Wells
Annette Dominguez
Odean Head
Burnell Curtis

The Houston Orchid
Society
2011 Show and
Sale
Houston Museum of Natural Science Main lobby
5555 Hermann Park Drive
Houston, Texas 77030
Saturday, April 16, 9AM to 5PM
Sunday, April 17, 9AM to 4PM

Dates to Remember
▪
▪

▪

Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting third Sunday of month
at 2:00 PM
Next meeting will be March 20, 2011
Houston Garden Center

3/01
3/05
3/10
3/12
3/12
3/18
3/22
3/29

▪
▪

▪

BS/H Spring Sale, Saturday, March 26 at
Gethsemane United Methodist Church
2011 BS/H Show and Sale “Ruby Jubilee”,
Friday through Sunday, April 29 — May 1, at
Mercer Arboretum
BS/H ABCs Picnic, Saturday, June 11, Ray
and Cynthia Johnson’s, Beaumont, Texas
Southwest Guild Show, September 30 through
October 2, Austin, Texas
Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies Extravaganza and Cryptanthus Show, Daytona
Beach, FL, Saturday, November 5
2011 BS/H Holiday Party, Saturday, December 3, Saltgrass Steakhouse

Member Message Board
 Thanks for the donations:
Dave Schneider donated a book to the BS/H
library.
 BS/H donated $100 to the BSI Color Fund
and $100 to the Cryptanthus Society Research Fund.


 Hope you’re feeling better:
Jimmy Woolsey is recovering from hernia
surgery.
 Gladys O’Neal, Merrill’s wife, is home from
the hospital recovering from major surgery.
 Members are asked to inform Midge Gorman or Carole Richtmyer of member news,
illnesses, etc., for publication in the bulletin.


Thanks to the following donors to the February raffle table: David Meade, Odean Head, Daryl
Page, Ruby Adams, David Whipkey and Jimmy
Woolsey.
And the lucky winners were: Tommy Emmanuel,
Phyllis McEuen, Vickey Gurka, Bob Garcia, Billie Emmanuel, Jan Garza, Faye Martin, Ana
Maria McDonald and Charlien Rose.
The raffle brought in $106.
Dick and Phyllis McEuen won the one year BSI
membership.
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific
goals of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.
There are two classes of membership:
Individual
Husband and wife

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current year.
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
for more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or emailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly
meetings. Articles and any other information pertinent to
bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.
Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388
planobrom@aol.com

President

Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Past President
12/31/11
Gene Powers
Ken Gardner

Officers and Chairmen
Gary Gallick
3202 Riverlawn
Kingwood, TX 77339
281-358-0364
ggallick@mdanderson.org
Rick Richtmyer
Charlien Rose
Allyn Pearlman
Lindsey Stowe
Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/12
12/31/13
Wray Page
Midge Gorman
Jim Woolsey
Scherie Townes

I.

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor Carole Richtmyer
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
Members: Phil Speer, Lynn Schermerhorn,
Ken Gardner
3. Programs Chairman
Rick Richtmyer
Members: Carole Richtmyer
Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
Gary Gallick/Rick Richtmyer
II.
Committees of the Board
1. Annual Show
Charlien Rose
2. Bromeliad Culture
Odean Head
Members
Chris Nguyen
3. Holiday Party
Allyn Pearlman
4. Garden Tours
Don Green/Gene Powers
5. Hospitality Coordinator Louise Epperson
Members:
Daryl Page
7. Librarian
Joan and Richard Beaubouef,
Ruby Adams
8. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
9. Raffle Plants
Cherie and Frank Lee, Wray
Page
10. Seedlings
Provided by David Meade
11. Show & Tell
Malcolm McCorquodale
12. Members’ and Visitors’ Registrar Ken Gardner,
Noreen Tolman
13. Webmaster
Joy Reynolds
Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild Charlien Rose, Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Gene Powers
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Bromeliad
Society
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388

FIRST CLASS

