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About our April Speakers:

Jimmy Woolsey, Wray Page,
Steve Reynolds
and Lindsey Stowe

MEETING DATE:

Tuesday, April 19, 7:30 p.m.

PROGRAM SPEAKERS:
Lindsey Stowe,
Jimmy Woolsey, Steve Reynolds, Wray Page
PROGRAM TITLE:

“First Timers”

A panel discussion. Our panel will talk about
their experiences entering their first bromeliad
show.
SEEDLING:

Neoregelia bahiana

Supplied by David Meade. An interesting small
Neo species that likes lots of light.
MEETING AGENDA:








Greetings/Call to Order
Show and Tell
Cultural Tips
Meeting
Break/Refreshments/Buy raffle tickets
Raffle
Adjourn

MAY PROGRAM:

Paul Isley

NEXT BOARD MEETING: Thurs., May 20, 7:30 p.m.
DEADLINE FOR MAY BULLETIN:

4/22/11

Lindsey, Jimmy, Steve and Wray will share their experiences entering their first bromeliad show. All are
active members of BS/H. Wray, Steve and Lindsey
are recent graduates of BSI judging school, and
Jimmy owns Jimbo’s Nursery in Sante Fe, Texas.
Charlien Rose and Odean Head will offer tips on
filling out forms and grooming plants for show.
Join us and hear why you should enter our show in
May, “Ruby Jubilee.”

Yearbooks are now available and will be distributed at the April meeting. If you require yours to be mailed to you,
contact the Editor at 281-350-6809 or planobrom@aol.com. Please report any additions or corrections to the Editor.
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President’s Page

pring in Houston! It seems like we normally go from 30 degrees to 130
degrees in about two weeks, but maybe because I’m just not outside
enough, I feel as though we are having a real spring this year. I know
my Neoregelia hybrids (yes, I grow a few more than I admit) are more colorful
this year than I can ever remember, especially since I pulled off most of the
dead leaves from winter — only about 100 sticky Dyckias to go in terms of
trimming Winter’s wrath. At any rate, our front yard is quite a show, colorwise, if not show-plant quality wise. Jan has designed a wonderful tiered section using stands and hanging baskets that even keeps back some of the fullblast sun from plants that do not like it, and the few occasions I am home in the
light we have gotten several nice compliments (definitely NOT counting the
homeowners association, of course), and several people have left with starts on
Neo. ‘Fireballs’ and even have given a promise or two to attend a meeting.
Perhaps the most enjoyable comment (relayed from Jan) is from an older individual (this fits more and more of us, does it not?) who had to move from El
Paso as she can no longer live independently. Jan says she loves our yard because it reminds her of home; I think partly because of the part desert I created in front and mostly because of more
than 50 tall Dyckia and Hechtia spikes that remind her of Agave spikes (and maybe a few Hechtia spikes) from her
home, which to her will always be El Paso. Jan and I were both very touched.
Indeed, this seems to be a banner year for Dyckias blooming and they are blooming late, so hopefully we will see some
blooming Dyckias in the show. For me, there is always an ironic exception. Many years ago I bought a Dyckia floribunda at the Wally Berg sale (it is NOT green, it is GRAY-green). Never has a plant been so poorly named, as it has
never bloomed for me, as I have probably told everyone before. If we ever get Harry Luther to speak at one of our
meetings, I’m going to insist he change the name to Dyckia flori-UN abunda. Not sure I’ll ever see this one bloom in
my life. As we close in on show time, I hope you are eyeing a few to enter; if I can possibly find a few without frostbitten tips, I’ll try to enter one or two. Actually, I have a gorgeous, red, Orthophytum blooming now, one I bought at
the world conference. Of course, it is blooming too early and hasn’t been named, but I’ll try to bring it to our next
meeting’s show-and-tell. Speaking of which, I don’t encourage you to bring your show plants to our show-and-tell at
the next meeting — don’t tempt the gods of leaf damage!

Something New,
Something Old
After Show Auction

We are adding a silent auction to the usual
plant auction for our after show entertain‐
ment and fundraising. The auction committee
will place some plants or other items in the
auction and others in the silent auction. We
may group some plants or items together for
auction purposes. Our goal is to get the most
for our items and to not keep everyone up too
late. (We don’t want anyone to turn into a
pumpkin.) You can help us by:
1. Choosing your items ahead of time if pos‐
sible.
2. Let Lindsey Stowe or Steve Reynolds
know by phone, e‐mail, or note what you
are bringing.
3. Have following tag with each item.

Look forward to seeing everyone at the meeting, the show and the
party. These are highlights of our BSH year, with lots of plants, lots
of food, and lots of fun.

Auction 2011
Your Name ______________________________________________
Name of plant/item _____________________________________
Amount spent (opt’l) ____________________________________
Interesting info. (include grower, what is unique or special
about plant, where you got it, etc.) ______________________
_________________________________________________________.
Thank you for your generosity!
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CULTURAL TIPS—2011

Water
By Odean Head

B

y the time we are reading this bulletin, it
will be almost show time. Are your show
plants cleaned up and ready to go? If not,
there is still time to give your prettiest plants a
chance to show you their ribbons. If we all did that
we could have our prettiest show ever. Our next
meeting will cover some of the finishing touches to
our preparations and a little more arm twisting toward show entries and participation. You will be
glad you did.
Water is my culture tip article for the month. It plays
an important role in good growing. In fact, it is an
element in a large percent of the plant problems that
I have been asked to diagnose over the years. Most
often the problem is caused by our lack of a good
watering procedure but could be from the lack of
quality in the water we use.
Watering Procedure
When this is mentioned it usually prompts the question “Well, how often do I need to water them?”
They usually don’t like my quick response. “Water
them when they need it.” This is the correct answer
but may not be the best way to relate it. Maybe under normal conditions, no rains or hot dry winds,
once a week is plenty. Of course, with rain and water
in the cups it is obvious that watering is not needed.
In hot, drying conditions you need further observation and the ability to recognize the beginning of
plant stress. If the plant is getting a dehydrated look
and the leaves are starting to roll up lengthwise, it is
going into stress.
Dehydrated plants whose leaves form cups will normally require special attention from both the bottom

and the top of the plant. First, pour water in the top
of the cup. You may need to pour water in several
times. You can also assist the water flow by placing
your hands around the base of the plant and squeezing it a few times. Be sure that the water is going all
the way through to the roots. If the center or inner
leaves have quilled (stuck together) extra steps will
be required. After pouring water in the restricted
cup, let it set for awhile, then try opening the leaves
by sticking your finger down through the center.
Don't force too hard or you will split the leaf. When
difficult, try putting in a drop of detergent. Usually,
plants in this condition will take up water faster than
normal and you will need to water more frequently
for awhile. The roots also need to be saturated by
either continuous wetting from the top of the pot or
by setting it in a container of water.
Water Quality
A lot of the water wells in our area contain some
level of salts in their water. Some of the levels are
high enough to become hazardous to our bromeliads.
You can either have the water tested or wait to see
what effects it has on your plants. Continuous use of
this water can cause a build up of the salts in the base
of the plant which will burn the edges of the leaves.
Plants with the most tender leaves will suffer the
most. Since the burning usually occurs when the
plant is dry, a lot of the damage can be eliminated by
flushing the salts out before the plant becomes dry.
Rains can be very helpful for doing this when you
are growing outside. If you are growing inside, periodic flushing of the excess salts can help.
Nothing can beat good rain water. For many years,
the water I used from the city came from wells. I
had to capture rain water in a barrel and store it in
milk cartons for use on my bromeliads (up to hundreds of gallons), especially the soft leaf ones. Now
our subsidence problem has required the city to shift
to surface water from the lake. My problem went
away.
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I then set this plant to one side and work on the next
Even though the odds are pretty good for saving the
plants life it is better to avoid long periods of stress.
These can cause permanent cultural damage to the
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leaf structure. Providing our plants increased water
requirements during our hot summers is very important. I am going to try the frequent spraying for
awhile to see if it is effective and more efficient.
You may want to try it.
Houston, Texas

IT FELT LIKE
OLD MOTHER HUBBARD

he Spring Sale was great! Customers started arriving around 8:00 a.m. and they came fast and furious. The
total for sales was $5800 and the Society made $675 after expenses. Thanks to all who brought bromeliads,
pulled tags, carried bromeliads for customers and bought bromeliads. Thanks goes to all who brought breakfast
foods and lunch foods and beverages to drink. It was nice not having to go out to buy lunch and I think everyone had a
good time eating and visiting. The weather was great and many who brought bromeliads left early as they had sold
completely out of bromeliads. One great thing was that we did not have to worry about the tables being transported.
Louise Epperson’s son had the chicken pox and she did not get an all clear from her doctor until Thursday before the
sale, so the Society rented the tables from Gethsemane Church and we all benefited. Being Plant Sales Chairperson, I
am going to recommend at the next Board Meeting that for the Spring and Fall Sales we do the same and only worry
about transporting the tables for the Mercer Show and Sale.
Here is the Tater Tot Casserole recipe that many members have requested:
 1 lb. of bacon (I used the pre-cooked and zapped in the microwave and cut into pieces before cooking)
 32 oz. bag of tater tots
Mix bacon and tater tots in pan. Mix 1 dozen eggs (I used 15 eggs and mixed with ½ cup of milk). Add a little salt
and a little pepper. I poured the eggs over the tater tots the night before as I did not want to rush in the morning.
The potatoes soaked up the eggs but everyone said it was really good (or they were just being nice). I spread a
large grated bag of cheddar cheese (from Sam’s, so really big) on top. Add salt and pepper for flavor. I made two
pans to make sure we had enough and one entire pan was gone. One can only eat so much. I baked at 350 degrees
for about 40 minutes. (If you missed it at the Spring Sale, I will be preparing the same dish for the Judges Breakfast on Saturday of the Show and Sale).
If you plan on selling at the Annual Show and Sale, please let me know by contacting me at deliboys@comcast.net or
713-858-3047. See you then. Thanks again to all!

Allyn

P.S. Remember that the Plant Sale on Friday, April 29th starts at Noon. Bring boxes and bags for carry outs.

Directions to Mercer Arboretum
Near Bush Intercontinental Airport, Mercer is 22 miles north of
downtown Houston. From I-45 or the Hardy Toll Road, exit FM
1960 and turn east. At Aldine Westfield Road, turn left. At the second traffic light (1 1/4 miles), 22306 Aldine Westfield Road, turn
right for the Visitor Center and Gardens.
For out-of-town visitors who are in need of a hotel, there are some
reasonably priced places to stay at the intersection of I-45 and FM
1960, which is approximately 3 miles from Mercer, including a
Fairfield Inn, Comfort Suites, and La Quinta Inn. There are also
hotels at U.S. 59 and FM 1960, approximately 7 miles away. There
are a variety of restaurants at either location.
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It’s Show Time!
This is it, folks, it’s show time! On Friday, April 29, entries and classification will be set up in the Mercer
Visitors’ Center Courtyard from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m.; on Saturday, April 30, classification will be open from
8:00 to 8:30 a.m. by prior arrangement. Please try to come as early as possible on Friday to enter your
plants, as we have a limited amount of time due to Mercer Visitors’ Center hours. Show plants can be
unloaded from the parking lot in front of the Visitors’ Center; sales plants can be unloaded from the
employees’ parking lot.
Judging will begin Saturday at 9:00 a.m. Show hours will be from the end of judging to 5:00 p.m. on Saturday
and 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on Sunday. Sale hours will be 12:00 noon to 5:00 on Friday, 9:00 to 5:00 on
Saturday and 12:00 noon to 4:00 on Sunday. Be sure that your sale plants are double-tagged with price and
your sales number, and please bring boxes or plastic bags for the sale area.
Lunch will be provided for workers in the Mercer Volunteer Cottage on Friday and Saturday. Those members
who have agreed to bring food, please take your donations directly to the Volunteer Cottage, which is located
next to the sales area. For food-related questions, please contact Louise Epperson or Darryl Page. Monetary
donations are also appreciated.
Don’t forget to join us at the after-the-show party at Nita Akenbruck’s home in Pearland on Saturday, April
30. Master Chef Doug Trahan and his assistants will again be cooking a special dinner for us.
Gary Gallick will be our auctioneer at the Rare Plant Auction on Saturday evening. Please contact Lindsey
Stowe if you have a plant or bromeliad-related item you would like to donate.
MAP TO SHOW PARTY—GARDEN TOUR
6:30 P.M. UNTIL IT’S OVER
DIRECTIONS TO NITA ANKENBRUCK’S: SOUTH ON 288 TO 518. LEFT ON 518 T0 O’DAY. TURN NORTH AT THE
CHEVRON STATION, THEN LEFT AT KELLY DRIVE. NITA’S ADDRESS IS 6222 KELLY DRIVE, 3RD HOUSE ON THE
LEFT (281-485-1703).
ALTERNATE DIRECTIONS: BELTWAY 8 TO 35. SOUTH ON 35 TO 518, THEN WEST ON 518. TURN NORTH ON O’DAY
AT THE CHEVRON STATION, THEN LEFT ON KELLY DRIVE, ETC., AS ABOVE.
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The Houston Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month
at 7:30 PM
Houston Garden Center
Next meeting will be May 5, 2011

The Houston Orchid
Society
2011 Show and
Sale
Houston Museum of Natural Science Main lobby
5555 Hermann Park Drive
Houston, Texas 77030
Saturday, April 16, 9AM to 5PM
Sunday, April 17, 9AM to 4PM

Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting third Sunday of month
at 2:00 PM
Next meeting will be May 15, 2011
Houston Garden Center

Dates to Remember
▪

▪
▪
▪

▪

2011 BS/H Show and Sale “Ruby Jubilee”,
Friday through Sunday, April 29 — May 1, at
Mercer Arboretum
BS/H ABCs Picnic, Saturday, June 11, Ray
and Cynthia Johnson’s, Beaumont, Texas
Southwest Guild Show, September 30 through
October 2, Austin, Texas
Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies Extravaganza and Cryptanthus Show, Daytona
Beach, FL, Saturday, November 5
2011 BS/H Holiday Party, Saturday, December 3, Saltgrass Steakhouse

April
Birthdays
Lindsey Stowe
Joanna Smith
Suzanne Milstead
Rita Beeler
Verna Powers
Larry Friedman
Faye Stansberry
William Keiser
Lee Rowell
Joann Hansen
Jan Liang
Gene Powers

4/05
4/06
4/14
4/17
4/17
4/23
4/23
4/25
4/26
4/27
4/29
4/30

Meeting
Refreshments
Now it’s the N-Z’s turn to
shine in 2011 and bring
some special refreshments to the April
meeting. Drinks will be furnished by the club
as always.
The River Ridge Bromeliad Society is inviting BS/H
members to attend their annual show and sale in
Metairie, Louisiana on May 21 - 22. Michael Kiehl
of Michael’s Bromeliads in Florida will be selling as
well as other fine local growers.

Thanks to the following donors to the March raffle
table: David Meade, Odean Head, Wray Page,
Tommy and Billie Emanuel, Rick and Carole
Richtmyer, Fred and Mary Ellen Rinebold, Sam
Chism and Jimmy Woolsey.
And the lucky winners were: Tommy Emmanuel,
Allyn Pearlman, John Schmidt, Burnell Curtis,
Lee Rowell, Gordon Rowell, Lindsey Stowe and
Louise Epperson.
The raffle brought in $107.
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific
goals of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.
There are two classes of membership:
Individual
Husband and wife

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current year.
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
for more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or emailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly
meetings. Articles and any other information pertinent to
bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.
Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388
planobrom@aol.com

President

Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Past President
12/31/11
Gene Powers
Ken Gardner

Officers and Chairmen
Gary Gallick
3202 Riverlawn
Kingwood, TX 77339
281-358-0364
ggallick@mdanderson.org
Rick Richtmyer
Charlien Rose
Allyn Pearlman
Lindsey Stowe
Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/12
12/31/13
Wray Page
Midge Gorman
Jim Woolsey
Scherie Townes

I.

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor Carole Richtmyer
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
Members: Phil Speer, Lynn Schermerhorn,
Ken Gardner
3. Programs Chairman
Rick Richtmyer
Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
Gary Gallick/Rick Richtmyer
II.
Committees of the Board
1. Annual Show
Charlien Rose
2. Bromeliad Culture
Odean Head
Members
Chris Nguyen
3. Holiday Party
Allyn Pearlman
4. Garden Tours
Don Green/Gene Powers
5. Hospitality Coordinator Louise Epperson
Members:
Daryl Page
7. Librarian
Joan and Richard Beaubouef,
Ruby Adams
8. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
9. Raffle Plants
Cherie and Frank Lee, Wray
Page
10. Seedlings
Provided by David Meade
11. Show & Tell
Malcolm McCorquodale
12. Members’ and Visitors’ Registrar Ken Gardner,
Noreen Tolman
13. Courtesy
Midge Gorman
14. Webmaster
Joy Reynolds
Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild Charlien Rose, Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Gene Powers
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Society
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388
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