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Introducing
Our June
Speakers:

Rick
Richtmyer

MEETING DATE: Saturday, June 11, 10:00 .a.m.
PROGRAM:

The ABCs of Bromeliads

Plan on attending the “ABCs of Bromeliads”
for an informative yet fun get-together. You
will learn about bromeliads, see Ray and
Cynthia Johnson’s greenhouse, visit, eat,
drink and have one good time. See page 3
and 4 for more information.
Everyone who plans to attend the ABCs picnic is asked to bring a covered dish (salad,
vegetable or dessert), as lunch will be served.
More information about our speakers follows
on this page.
NEXT BOARD MEETING:
JULY PROGRAM:

July 22, 7:30 p.m.
Charlie Birdsong

DEADLINE FOR JULY BULLETIN:
6/15/11
The deadline for the July bulletin is especially early
due to the Editor’s surgery scheduled for June 27.

O

ur 2011
A B C s
speaker will be
Rick
Richtmyer. Rick will be leading a “hands-on” program; he will
be demonstrating techniques of planting bromeliad seeds.
Rick joined the BS/H along with wife Carole in 1981, then
was transferred to Dallas in 1982 where he served the Dallas Society as President, Vice-President and Show Chairman. Rick is an International Accredited Master Judge, has
served on the BSI Board of Directors, and acted as Judges
Chairman for the BS/H annual show, Judges Co-chairman,
along with Carole, at the 1996 World Bromeliad Conference, and General Show Chairman for the 1998 WBC.
Since moving back to Houston in 1996, he has served the
BS/H as a Director, President and Vice President, as Classi-

fication chairman for numerous BS/H shows and is our
current Vice President.

and, Gene Powers

Gene Powers is a retired Chemical Engineer with a long time interest in Bromeliads.
He can’t even remember now what enticed him to join the Houston Bromeliad Society
(and the BSI) in 1978, but he says it has been a great experience. When he joined,
there was a small group within the Houston Society dedicated to learning as much as
they could about Bromeliads. They really dug into the subject, and he benefited a lot
from that activity. He kept his plants in a lean-to greenhouse on the patio and grew
seed in the front bedroom under lights.
He has visited Bromeliad nurseries across the continental USA and Hawaii and in
Germany, The Netherlands, Costa Rica, and Australia during his travels. Interests
include growing plants from seed, and cultivating Aechmeas, Neoregelias, Vrieseas,
and Tillandsias. Gene’s yard was on the 2002 Fort Bend Master Gardner tour where
Bromeliads were featured. Gene had the opportunity to take a field trip of the states of
Minas Girais and Bahia in Brazil during 2007 to see Bromeliads growing in habitat
and a similar trip to Peru in 2009.

President’s Page
Hot enough yet? We really did not need summer to start THIS early. I cannot
ever remember a weekend with heat plus 25 mph dry wind blowing constantly.
More like west Texas than Houston. Nor can I remember water bills as high as
they have been the last couple of months. Almost enough to wish for a teenyweeny tropical storm to soak everything. And for that matter, just when my Neos
were colored very beautifully (yes I do grow non-green plants — at least a few) the
heat and constant sun are beginning to burn them. I have Billbergias blooming out
of season, a Hechtia stenopetala with an 8+ foot bloom spike, and never so many
Pitcairnias blooming in my life. Amazing what “Johnson grass” can look like with
tall bloom spikes with red, yellow, and white flowers — all on the same plant (just
kiddin’). Many people may insist that climate change is a myth, but my plants appear to think otherwise. Unfortunately, colorful as they are (before they change to
yellow and brown if the sun and heat keep up), to the doddering nabobs of negativism (otherwise known as Kingwood Homeowners Association) I have too many
pots showing in the front, so I spent two days over Memorial Weekend burying pots. Now I’m writing this with broken fingernails, cut-up arms and a sore back. We get wonderful comments from many passers by, but I guess to be in
Kingwood you are supposed to grow Azaleas, maybe a Pittosporum or two, but woe be upon you if you try to arrange
some unusual plants in a garden and have nice hanging baskets — too ugly. Enough ranting; after a terrible winter, the
plants are beginning to take on the properties that have made me so enamored with them for so many years, and the
sun surely brings out incredible color in the Dyckias.
I hope everyone got a chance to get Paul Isley’s book and get it signed. He certainly gave us a whirlwind tour of Singapore and environments and brought some very interesting plants I was happy to see snatched up so quickly. This
month, we have one of our favorite traditions, our Bromeliad “ABCs”. Ostensibly, the ABCs are designed for our
newer growers to learn some points on growing — this year growing from seed under the tutelage of Rick Richtmyer.
In reality, I have learned a great deal from every one of the ABCs I have attended, as there is rarely one “right” way to
grow a plant or seed and I’ve gotten many tips that have helped me through the years. Of course the best tip is to get a
greenhouse, and sooner or later this is going to happen. Cannot encourage you enough to attend with our gracious
hosts, Cynthia (doing all the work) and Ray Johnson (okay, Ray will be helping some, I know). If you have no interest in the ABC portion of the proceedings, it is an incredible treat just to peruse through their immaculate and very
large bromeliad collection. This year we have a bonus. On your way back home we have been invited to see Billy
and Tommy Emanuel’s collection. So what more could we ask for: good company, great food (please bring a dish to
pass) and oh, yes, some fantastic Broms as well. Hope to see you there.

“Go West”
The Bromeliad Society of Austin is hosting
The 35th Annual Southwest Bromeliad Guild Show
September 30 — October 2, 2011
Crowne Plaza (Hwy 290 & I‐35) Room Rate $115/night
Reservations at 512‐323‐5466 or Toll Free 800‐227‐6963
A Standard BSI Bromeliad Show, Bromeliad Sales, Seminars and Garden Tours, plus
a Banquet and Rare Plant Auction all included in the $60 Registration Fee.
For more information, contact Annette Dominguez.
Steve Reynolds: 512‐750‐9037, drsteve104@aol.com
Annette Dominguez: 512‐619‐2750, annete.dominguez@att.net
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The ABCs

emember our June meeting moves away from its usual location in the Houston Garden Center, due to traditionally
crowded conditions in Hermann Park during our normal meeting week. This year we will again meet at Ray and
Cynthia Johnson’s house in Beaumont. The date is Saturday, June 11, and the hours are 10:00 a.m. until 2:30 p.m. (or
really "until whenever").
The June meeting traditionally combines:
 Good food
 Lots of opportunity for information swap, conversation and bragging rights (“My bromeliad is bigger than your
bromeliad”)
 Learning opportunities by viewing the Johnson’s bromeliad displays, greenhouses and collection, and participating
in the ABCs.
The “ABCs” are reviews of selected aspects of the bromeliad hobby. This year Rick Richtmyer will share his many
years of seed growing expertise for the benefit of new and experienced growers alike and Gene Powers will
demonstrate showcasing Tillandsias in Christmas ball ornaments, an idea he got from a magazine article and the
Internet. Consideration will be given to selection and modification of the balls, suitable Tillandsias and companion
plants and materials, and watering.
The Johnson’s address is 13330 Alaskan Drive, Beaumont, TX 77713. If you miss a turn, their telephone number is
409-753-3652.
From Houston, depending on where you live, you can take Interstate 10, US 90, or FM 1960 to US 90. US 90 joins I10 before the exit for US 69 North in Beaumont, so everyone should take that exit.
From US 69 North, turn west (left) on Texas 105. From Texas 105 turn north (right) on Sweetgum Road at the “City
of Bevil Oaks” sign. Continue to Alaskan Drive (5 blocks past the Baptist Church) and turn east (right) to 13330 (2
blocks, second house from the end on the left).

105


JUNE PICNIC REFRESHMENTS
Our June picnic features a POT LUCK LUNCH. The club will furnish drinks
and the meat main course. We would like everyone attending to bring a little
something to complement the lunch (salads, vegetables, chips, desserts, anything
goes). Whether your item is homemade or store bought, it will be appreciated.
The club appreciates the effort so many of you are taking in order to provide refreshments for the meetings.
We give a special thanks to those who brought the array of goodies to the May meeting.
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Tommy and Billy Emanuel would like to invite anyone returning to the Houston area from the ABCs picnic in Beaumont on June 11 to stop by their home in Mont Belvieu. They are located about half way between Johnson’s home and the Houston area just north of I-10. It will be a good place to stretch your legs,
make a potty stop or just roam the yard. Google directions from the Johnson’s to Tommy and Billy’s follow, or give them a call. But remember not to leave the Johnson’s until the food and fun are over!
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

Head west on Alaskan Dr toward Shipley Dr . 0.1 mi
Take the 1st left onto Shipley Dr
0.5 mi
Turn right onto Capital Dr 354 ft
Turn left onto Sweetgum Rd 1.2 mi
Turn right onto TX-105 W 8.0 mi
Turn left onto TX-326 S
7.1 mi
Turn right onto US-90 W
11.6 mi
Slight left onto TX-61 S
14.6 mi
Take the ramp on the left onto I-10 W
8.9 mi
Take exit 803 for Farm to Market 565/Cove toward Old River-Winfree
0.3 mi
Turn right onto Cove Rd/N Farm to Market Rd 565/N FM 565 Rd 4.4 mi
Sharp right onto Canal St
0.3 mi
Canal St turns left and becomes Oak Ridge Dr
0.2 mi
Turn right onto Old River Dr Destination will be on the left 276 ft

Directions from
Johnson’s to Emanuel’s
12811 Old River Dr.
Mont Belvieu, TX 77535

Annual Show Thanks
Thank you for contributing to the success of our 2011 Show and Sale. You can all be proud. It was a beautiful show. We are a team of winners.
The fact that my thanks to all of you is late does not mean that I do not appreciate your efforts. I am running
behind schedule because I have been very ill, but have been promised that when my thyroid problem is corrected, the pain will at least be more manageable.
I hope that those who entered the novice section will continue to exhibit and that you will encourage members who have never entered to do so.
See you in Beaumont.

Charlien Rose
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CULTURAL TIPS – Leisure Time? - 2011
By Odean Head

O

ur show is over and, as expected, it was beautiful. In fact, we
should pat ourselves on the back and enjoy some deserved leisure
time. This time would allow us to spend more time looking at our
collection and taking pups from our favorite plants. We could even put
together some beautiful mountings and grow some seedlings from the
seeds received from our summer picnic at the Johnson’s. However, we
must face reality. Our time has become even more limited than before
with the show preparations.
The good rain that we were looking for in those days has not arrived yet
and it seems that most all of our time is needed to water, water, water….
I never seem to get through. We could work some of our maintenance
chores into our watering sessions.
Grooming – As plants mature the outer leaves will begin to die and removing them will improve the looks of
plants (good watering habits will slow down this process). Straighten plants – plants have a way of getting
tilted, either because the pot is leaning or the plant is crooked in the pot. They should be straightened to promote better growing. Fungal or pest problems – When found these plants should be treated or isolated for
future treatment. Pupping – Look for pups on plants that you want to propagate and remove them or set aside
for later removal. Light conditions – Check for improved lighting needs (either more or less light) and move
plants when such space is available. Remove leaves – Large collections of tree leaves in the plant cups can
cause irregular color and markings.
I know that better days are coming. We will get some rain and let’s have a good time at the Johnson’s summer picnic. I hope to see you there.
Houston, Texas

Dyckia ‘Little David’
This photo was taken by Linda Monroe at Annie’s
Magic Garden in Leming, Texas and forwarded by
Dave Schneider, our Montana member. It is one
of Linda’s hybrid dwarf Dyckia platyphyllas. She
and Dave have become friends and exchange plants
and information.
She gave Dave one of her new dwarf platyphyllas
that is over a year old and named it Dyckia ‘Little
David’ after him and the character in the Old Testament. Originally she said she was thinking about
calling it Dyckia ‘David’ and considered a Bible
namesake. When she learned Dave was a minister,
she said that sealed the deal, but Dave suggested that a more attractive name might be Dyckia 'Little
David' so that is its name.
Dave has one more year in Montana, then he will retire back in Texas permanently.
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The Houston Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month
at 7:30 PM at the Houston Garden Center
Next meeting will be July 7, 2011

Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
June 18, 2011, 11 AM – 2 PM
at Mercer Arboretum
Texas Gulf Coast Ferns Society presents
“The Soil Food Web”
by John Ferguson of Nature’s Way Resources
Call Mercer Arboretum (281) 443-8731 to reserve
a spot.
Regular meeting third Sunday of month
at 2:00 PM
Next meeting will be July 17, 2011
Houston Garden Center

Member Message Board


Welcome to our new members:
Richard Kucel
Ruth Munson
2535 Inwood Drive, Houston, TX 77019
713-520-0032



June Birthdays
Cherie Lee
Jack Pine
Alfred Withrow
Billy Emmanuel
John Sarkisian
Gordon Stowe
Mary Ellen Rinebold

6/01
6/01
6/01
6/09
6/12
6/17
6/18

Thanks to the following donors to the May raffle
table: Wray Page, Odean Head, Joanne and
Jimmy Woolsey, David Meade, Ruby Adams,
Burnell Curtis, David Whipkey, Tommy
Emanuel, Rick and Carole Richtmyer, Fred and
Mary Ellen Rinebold, and Lynn Schermerhorn.
And the lucky winners were: Faye Martin, Joanne
Woolsey, John Schmidt, Odean Head, Bill Keiser,
Grant Wells, Don Green, Merrill O’Neal, Lynn
Schermerhorn, Ruby Adams, Jean Keiser, Billie
Emanuel, Burnell Curtis, Sandy Allen and Bob
Garcia.
The raffle brought in $101.

Thanks to Malcolm McCorquodale for donating
the book, “Flower Arranging Master Guide to
the Art of Hard Design,” to the BS/H library.

Dates to Remember
Thanks —
One of the things that makes the BS/H such a great organization is the support and willingness of our members
to contribute in so many ways. Our ABC's seedling program this Saturday is indebted to many people who have
contributed without being asked. Dr. Steve Reynolds and
Gene Powers have contributed plastic pots and Odean
Head and Jimmy Woolsey have donated seeds. Gene
volunteered to demonstrate his Tillandsia Christmas ball
ornament creation for the members. Please stop and thank
these members at the picnic. Enjoy yourself and don't forget sunscreen and a hat as it will probably be hot.
Rick Richtmyer

▪
▪
▪

▪
▪

BS/H ABCs Picnic, Saturday, June 11, Ray
and Cynthia Johnson’s, Beaumont, Texas
Southwest Guild Show, September 30 through
October 2, Austin, Texas
Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies Extravaganza and Cryptanthus Show, Daytona
Beach, FL, Saturday, November 5
2011 BS/H Holiday Party, Saturday, December 3, Saltgrass Steakhouse
BSI World Bromeliad Conference, Orlando,
Florida, September 24-October 1, 2012.
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific
goals of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.
There are two classes of membership:
Individual
Husband and wife

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current year.
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
for more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or emailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly
meetings. Articles and any other information pertinent to
bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.
Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388
planobrom@aol.com

President

Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Past President
12/31/11
Gene Powers
Ken Gardner

Officers and Chairmen
Gary Gallick
3202 Riverlawn
Kingwood, TX 77339
281-358-0364
ggallick@mdanderson.org
Rick Richtmyer
Charlien Rose
Allyn Pearlman
Lindsey Stowe
Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/12
12/31/13
Wray Page
Midge Gorman
Jim Woolsey
Scherie Townes

I.

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor Carole Richtmyer
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
Members: Phil Speer, Lynn Schermerhorn,
Ken Gardner
3. Programs Chairman
Rick Richtmyer
Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
Gary Gallick/Rick Richtmyer
II.
Committees of the Board
1. Annual Show
Charlien Rose
2. Bromeliad Culture
Odean Head
Members
Chris Nguyen
3. Holiday Party
Allyn Pearlman
4. Garden Tours
Don Green/Gene Powers
5. Hospitality Coordinator Louise Epperson
Members:
Daryl Page
7. Librarian
Joan and Richard Beaubouef,
Ruby Adams
8. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
9. Raffle Plants
Cherie and Frank Lee, Wray
Page
10. Seedlings
Provided by David Meade
11. Show & Tell
Malcolm McCorquodale
12. Members’ and Visitors’ Registrar Ken Gardner,
Noreen Tolman
13. Courtesy
Midge Gorman
14. Webmaster
Joy Reynolds
Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild Charlien Rose, Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Gene Powers
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18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
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