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MEETING DATE:
PROGRAM SPEAKER:
PROGRAM TITLE:

Tuesday, July 19, 7:30 p.m.
Charlie Birdsong
“Hohenbergias”

Charlie will present an overview of the genus
Hohenbergia from the subfamily Bromelioideae,
with pictures and culture antedotes on the species
and hybrids of the genus.
SEEDLING:

Billbergia ‘Hallelujah’

Cuttings supplied by David Meade. Picture
courtesty of the www.bromeliad.org.au web site.
MEETING AGENDA:









Greetings/Call to Order/Member Plant
Sale
Show and Tell
Cultural Tips
Meeting
Break/Refreshments/Buy raffle tickets/
Member Plant Sale
Program
Raffle
Adjourn

AUGUST PROGRAM:

To be announced

NEXT BOARD MEETING: Thurs., July 21, 7:30 p.m.

“Go West”
The Bromeliad Society of Austin
is hosting
The 35th Annual
Southwest Bromeliad Guild Show
September 30 — October 2, 2011
Crowne Plaza (Hwy 290 & I‐35)
Room Rate $115/night
Reservations at 512‐323‐5466
or Toll Free 800‐227‐6963
A Standard BSI Bromeliad Show, Brome‐
liad Sales, Seminars and Garden Tours,
plus a Banquet and Rare Plant Auction all
included in the $60 Registration Fee.
For more information, contact Annette
Dominguez.
Steve Reynolds: 512‐750‐9037,
drsteve104@aol.com
Annette Dominguez: 512‐619‐2750,
annette.dominguez@att.net

President’s Page

A

h, the life of the BSH President! With respect to the duties of the office
itself, the Prez has a lot less to do then the VP and members of the various committees and thank you all for your ongoing terrific work for our
beloved organization. The President’s manual should read: keep the trains running on time, and keep your mouth shut and your writing to a minimum. This
beleaguered President thought he was going to get banned from the ABC’s for
suggesting that poor Cynthia Johnson did — shall we say — more than her fair
share of the work. To get on the premises, I had to go through a private tour
with Ray Johnson where it was pointed out to me every plant that was moved,
watered, and weeded. Of course I knew (and Ray knew I knew) how much work
he puts into their collection and preparation for our ABCs, so I hope everyone knows last month’s comments
were in good fun, and how lucky we were to have Cynthia and Ray host the ABCs. (Also I should remember
only in my family does the wife do all the hard work)! Cynthia and Ray’s bromeliad collection is fabulous,
matched only by their hospitality.
Hopefully, we learned some new tricks from the ABCs as well. Who would have thought of mounting Tillandsias in Christmas balls? Thanks, Gene Powers, not only for the idea but the research behind it that
makes this a “trick” everyone should try. Then there was our lesson on growing bromeliads from seed, led
by Rick Richtmyer, undoubtedly with considerable help from Carole (see, I’m learning). I cannot imagine
the time and effort Rick put into having everything ready, supremely well organized, having as many seeds
as anyone wanted to try to grow, and teaching us the right way to start from seeds. We are very fortunate for
the commitment to keep our hobby growing and encouraging our new members to really catch the bromeliad
bug. As always, a great time was had by all. This year, we had a wonderful bonus of touring Billie and
Tommy Emanuel’s fantastic garden. I bet no one who attended failed to leave without some ideas for their
own garden. And did that adult beverage taste good on a hot day or what?
As you can see in the rest of the bulletin, we have many exciting meetings and events left this year, so I
hope to see you all at this month’s meeting. Now back to Google to look for new rain dances. The ones I’ve
tried clearly are not working. Stay cool and see you at the next meeting.

Rick Richtmyer answers Linday Stowe’s questions about seed culture at the ABCs picnic, while
Margo Racca decides which seeds she’d like to
grow.
Many thanks go to the organizers and our hosts for
putting on an enjoyable and informative event.
Rick Richtmyer put many hours into organizing
and setting up the seed-starting project. Gene Powers also gave helpful hints on constructing Tillandsia Christmas ornaments.
Ray and Cynthia Johnson again were the perfect
hosts, opening their home and bromeliad collection
to the society. Needless to say, the cooks in our
group outdid themselves once again.
And to cap a wonderful day, Billie and Tommy
Emanuel invited everyone to stop at their home on
the return trip to Houston.
Thanks to all — we look forward to next year!
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Meet our
July Speaker:
Charlie Birdsong

developed my interest in Bromeliads from my parents in the late 1960’s in New Orleans. I moved
away from the plants to Baton Rouge in 1963 to attend LSU and have lived there ever since. After college I
started my collection with Mulford Foster plants my parents and I had been given by Erik Knoblock. I brought my
small collection to Baton Rouge and moved them in and
out when the cold weather came.
In 1975 we started the Bromeliad Society of Baton Rouge.
As a charter member I have served in every office over the years and still serve the Society as president today.
I serve as the rep for Baton Rouge with the Southwest Bromeliad Guild. I also joined the BSI in 1975 and
have attended many World Conferences and have chaired the rare plant auction at three World Conferences
and will hold the same post for next year in Orlando. I co-chaired the very successful Southwest Guild and
International Cryptanthus show in Baton Rouge. I am serving the BSI as the Affiliate Shows Chairman since
in January 2010 and now serve the BSI as the Director for Louisiana.
After years of trying to get a judging school in New Orleans, I joined the school in Houston. I am now a Master Judge and have judged 64 Shows since accreditation in 1996. I serve the BSI on the Judges Handbook revision committee through the Judges Certification Committee from our District.
I have had many opportunities to speak about my favorite plants at local Garden Societies and other plant
groups and Bromeliad Societies throughout Louisiana, Texas and Florida.
I have also had articles in the BSI Journal and Local Society Plant bulletins. I have contributed a number of
short articles for the Greater New Orleans Bromeliad Society bulletin Potpourri.
I grow many Genera and although Billbergias are favorites, most of my plants are Neoregelias. My collection
suffered extreme losses in the freezes of January 2010. As I rebuild my collection, now up to over 1400 different species and hybrids, I am fortunate to have daughters living in Florida. Under the excuse of a Grandpa
visit I have been able to make many trips to see Shows and visit vendors every year and hope to continue my
bromeliad visits in the future.
Both Cherie
Lee (left),
planting her
bromeliad
seeds, and
Cynthia
Johnson
(right) with
a cool bottle
of water,
enjoyed the
2011 ABCs
picnic at the
Johnsons.
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Building a Bromeliad Collection – 2011
By Odean Head

I

have had a hard time getting started on an article this month without being really negative. Our continued heat and drought make it
hard to be positive when it is so hard to keep all your plants happy.
Regardless of all the efforts I make, stress is showing up throughout my
collection. There isn’t much more I can say except that we need to do the
best we can.
I did see some positives. Some of my most special plants were sitting
there being as pretty as ever making me more proud of my collection.
This does lift up my spirits and is what prompted me to write this article.
It is primarily for new growers but as long as I have been collecting I
have not known a collector, regardless of the size of their collection, that
wasn’t excited about adding another special plant.
When I started, the resources were so slim that I bought many plants just because they were the only ones
available. A lot of these have since been culled because the increasing resources have made more desirable
plants available. Some of the more common plants are certainly worthwhile in your collection but don’t limit
yourself to them. Try to acquire some quality plants that few others have. You’ll find it more exciting that
way. For one thing, more people will be interested in trading plants with you. Some of my best plants have
been acquired that way.
It is exciting to me to see people making their ‘wish’
lists while they are viewing the show or someone’s collection on a garden tour. Unfortunately, the plant that
you are admiring is not always available and a list helps.
Check with the owner of the plant to see if you can find
out where you can get one. You might also ask how the
plant has been grown and add that to your list. Add that
information to your memory bank of growing experiences that you are building also. It could help you improve your growing of similar plants.
Another good source of growing information is our
‘Show and Tell’. If growing information is not given on
a plant that you are impressed with, ask how it is being
grown.
To build a good, effective memory base, we must be Another show winner from 2011 “Ruby Jubilee”: Dyvery observant of how we are growing different plants. ckia ‘Warren’, Best in Sec.IB, Multiple Foliage PitThis not only helps to improve our growing but also cairnioideae, entered by Cynthia Johnson.
qualifies us to inform others. You see we become experts, to some, long before we realize it. Friends that do not grow bromeliads will be asking a lot of questions if they like what they see. Other growers will be asking about plants that you have grown well.
If we are going to be considered as experts by some, we don’t want to admit that we don’t know what we are
doing. So, let’s prepare ourselves to give useful answers to these questions. Good growing.
Houston, Texas
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The Caribe Royale includes 53 lush, tropical acres, with well-appointed one-bedroom suites and luxurious two-bedroom
lakeside villas, expansive state-of-the-art meeting and event facilities, unmatched hospitality and service, and a wealth of
desirable dining options and hotel amenities that will appeal to individuals and families.
Although many events are still in planning stages, there will be tours, scientific seminars, plant sales and a judged bromeliad show. A banquet and rare plant auction are also included in the registration rate.
Registration Rates
NOTE: Registrations paid before Feb. 28, 2012 are 100% refundable.
Registrations paid March 1 – August 24, 2012 are 70% refundable.
After August 25, 2012 no refund (except in cases of illness or death). You may also register at the Conference.
You must be a current BSI member at the time of registration (non-member registration price includes BSI membership
for one year). There are many membership options available so you must first go to the BSI website and join and then
come back and register for the conference.

BSI Member

BSI Dual Membership

Non-member*
(USA)

Non-member*
(other countries)

Until 28 February
2012

US$160

US$320

US$205

US$210

1 March 2012 through
24 August 2012

US$175

US$350

US$220

US$225

After 25 August 2012
and at the door

US$200

US$400

US$245

US$250

Period

Plan to come and join the fun! There will be many opportunities to enjoy bromeliads, see old friends and make new
ones.
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The Houston Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month
at 7:30 PM at the Houston Garden Center
Next meetings will be July 7 and August 4, 2011

Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting third Sunday of month
at 2:00 PM
Next meeting will be July 17, 2011
Houston Garden Center

July Birthdays
Dave Schneider
Doug Trahan
Bob Heer
Allyn Pearlman
Joan Beaubouef
Donna Roberts
Sara Chumley
Mary McConnell
Rene Ryan
Don Laird

7/01
7/04
7/09
7/12
7/16
7/18
7/26
7/27
7/27
7/29

Dates to Remember
▪
▪

▪

▪

Southwest Bromeliad Guild Show, September
30 through October 2, Austin, Texas
Judges Seminar/Symposium, October 29,
2011, 8 a.m. — 5 p.m., Mercer Arboretum,
Subject: Horticultural Displays
Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies Extravaganza and Cryptanthus Show, Daytona
Beach, FL, Saturday, November 5
2011 BS/H Holiday Party, Saturday, December 3, Saltgrass Steakhouse

Meeting
Refreshments
Now it’s the N-Zs turn to
shine in 2011 and bring
some special refreshments to the July
meeting. Drinks will be furnished by the club
as always.

More winners from the 2011 BS/H show, “Ruby Jubilee”: left, Orthophytum conquestensis, Best of Sec.IIIC, Multiple
Blooming Bromelioideae, entered by Rick Richtmyer; right, Tillandsia xerographica, Best of Sec. IIA, Single Foliage
Tillandsioideae, entered by David Whipkey.
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific
goals of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.
There are two classes of membership:
Individual
Husband and wife

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current year.
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
for more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or emailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly
meetings. Articles and any other information pertinent to
bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.
Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388
planobrom@aol.com

President

Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Past President
12/31/11
Gene Powers
Ken Gardner

Officers and Chairmen
Gary Gallick
3202 Riverlawn
Kingwood, TX 77339
281-358-0364
ggallick@mdanderson.org
Rick Richtmyer
Charlien Rose
Allyn Pearlman
Lindsey Stowe
Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/12
12/31/13
Wray Page
Midge Gorman
Jim Woolsey
Scherie Townes

I.

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor Carole Richtmyer
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
Members: Phil Speer, Lynn Schermerhorn,
Ken Gardner
3. Programs Chairman
Rick Richtmyer
Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
Gary Gallick/Rick Richtmyer
II.
Committees of the Board
1. Annual Show
Charlien Rose
2. Bromeliad Culture
Odean Head
Members
Chris Nguyen
3. Holiday Party
Allyn Pearlman
4. Garden Tours
Don Green/Gene Powers
5. Hospitality Coordinator Louise Epperson
Members:
Daryl Page
7. Librarian
Joan and Richard Beaubouef,
Ruby Adams
8. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
9. Raffle Plants
Cherie and Frank Lee, Wray
Page
10. Seedlings
Provided by David Meade
11. Show & Tell
Malcolm McCorquodale,
assisted by Wray Page
12. Members’ and Visitors’ Registrar Ken Gardner,
Noreen Tolman
13. Courtesy
Midge Gorman
14. Webmaster
Joy Reynolds
Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild Charlien Rose, Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Gene Powers

Vol 44 No 7
July, 2011
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Society
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388
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