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“ANOTHER GREAT
BROMELIAD SALE”
Saturday, September 17
Gethsemane Methodist Church
Since this is being published before the Fall Bromeliad Sale, let’s be creative!
Fill in the correct answer:
The weather for the plant sale was ( ) great ( )
too hot ( ) ok.
 We ( ) sold lots of bromeliads ( ) business was
ok.
 The new layout at the church was ( ) ok ( ) not
ok.
 We ( ) missed those that did not come ( ) we
really didn’t notice that you weren’t there.


MEETING DATE:

Tuesday, September 20, 7:30 p.m.

PROGRAM SPEAKER:

Rick Richtmyer

PROGRAM TITLE:

“Terrestrials”

The ABCs of terrestrial bromeliads, including
interesting pictures from Huntington Gardens.
As Michael Young and Margo Racca were unable to attend the September meeting, their program will be rescheduled for another time.
SEEDLING:
Supplied by Jimmy Woolsey, a selection of Dyckias, Cryptanthus and Billbergias.
MEETING AGENDA:









Greetings/Call to Order
Show and Tell
Cultural Tips
Meeting
Break/Refreshments/Buy raffle tickets
Program
Raffle
Adjourn

OCTOBER PROGRAM:

Dennis Cathcart

NEXT BOARD MEETING: Thurs., Nov.17, 7:00 p.m.
OCTOBER BULLETIN DEADLINE:

9/20/2011

See you at the meeting!

Allyn Pearlman
Joe Turner, Director, Houston Parks and Recreation, would like to invite all plant club and
society members to the grand opening of the
new Memorial Park Greenhouse and Plaza
at 6501 Memorial Drive 77007 on October 28,
2011, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Ceremony at
10:30 a.m.
There will be parking in the adjacent lot with a
shuttle service so parking should not be an issue.
Please RSVP by October 19, 2011 to
rsvpparks@houstontx.gov or 832-395-7061.

President’s Page
Greetings everyone:
It is hard to believe the year is sprinting by so quickly. Very soon it will be Christmas
time, which of course for us means two things: one, another great BSH Christmas dinner and party; and two, an almost guaranteed freeze. I cannot remember when we have
not had our Christmas dinner without a precipitous drop in the temperature, and I mention this because while our plants and we have withered under the most brutal, hottest
summer on record, it will be soon time to think about winterizing them (at least the
plants; some of us former Yankees have been over-winterized from many years in the
frozen northlands). Speaking of which, I came back from Alaska (temperatures in the
60s to low 70s, not to rub it in) only to find out I no longer grow very many green
plants. Now I grow sunburned yellow plants. With September finally cooling, at least a
little, I expect their natural green color to return. At least my plants were not hauled away by our wonderful homeowners association; I only returned to their complaint that the lawn needed mowing. Aha-a new strategy-give them something else to complain about and maybe they will leave the plants alone!
This is a very sad time for many of us in the BSH. As I’m sure most of you know, we lost David Meade, who bravely
fought several long lasting medical issues. Many of you newer to the society may not appreciate his many contributions to the BSH. I ran our plant sales for many years. At a time when not too many members sold plants, David and
his wife, Kathleen’s, contributions of stunning plants accounted for a very significant part of our sales, and he was a
font of knowledge he was more than willing to share on how to grow the plants optimally. The same could be said
about our shows. David and Kathleen probably won every award possible in the shows, but as importantly, the stunning plants they entered drew gawks from visitors who probably did not know what “brom-e-laids” were, creating interest in our society. We will truly miss him. And on another sad note, our Program will be slightly altered this
month, as one of our very best artistic arrangers and teachers of principles of design, Michael Young, needs another
surgery, so we will miss him at the September meeting. Our thoughts are certainly with him. Margo Racca, who was
going to assist Michael with the program, will also not be able to attend, so our program chairman is filling in.
As I write this, final preparations have been made for the Southwest Guild show. I understand Michael Kiehl and
Eloise Beach will be bringing plants to sell, and they always have exceptional and rare ones at reasonable prices.
Southwest Guild shows are always fun, and if you have not made plans to go, think about a pleasant trip to Austin. I
have a feeling Dr. Steve (Reynolds) will still be able to squeeze you in, but save some of those BEE-YOU-TI-FUL
green Pitcairnias on the sales table for me. Look forward to seeing y’all at the September meeting.

Meet our September Speaker:

Rick Richtmyer
Rick has given programs in Florida and Texas. He joined the
BS/H in 1981, then was transferred to Dallas in 1982 where
he served the Dallas Society as President, Vice-President and
Show Chairman. Rick is an International Accredited Master
Judge, has served on the BSI Board of Directors, and acted as
Judges Chairman for the BS/H annual show, Judges Cochairman, along with Carole, at the 1996 World Bromeliad
Conference, and Judged Show Chairman for the 1998 WBC.
Since moving back to Houston in 1996, he has served the BS/
H as a Director, President and Vice President, as Classification chairman for numerous BS/H shows. His special interest
is growing the terrestrial bromeliads.
(Editorial Comment: Rick claims he’s been forced to grow the spiny terrestrials because Carole won’t give him room
in their greenhouse. The Editor categorically denies this.)
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SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD GUILD SHOW & SALE
The Bromeliad Society of Austin is proud to host the 34th Annual Southwest Bromeliad Guild
Show & Sale in Austin on September 30 thru October 2, 2011. The event will be held in Central
Austin at the Crowne Plaza Hotel located at the intersection of Interstate 35 and Highway 290.
Registration and show plant entry occurs Friday afternoon from
1:00pm till 6:00pm. The members only Preview Plant Sale will
also be Friday from 4:00pm till 7:00pm. This is only for registrants to the event prior to the public sales the next day. You’re
first in line to buy the most coveted plants. Choose from over
800 bromeliads! Michael’s Bromeliads and Eloise Beach, from
Florida, will have wonderful plants for sale. Miller Tropicals
from Dripping Springs will be here too. Formerly of Miami, they
will have bromeliads for sale as well as great cedar
posts/stumps/limbs for mounting. These cedar mountings last
forever. Last but not least, Brian Windham from New Orleans
will have 100 of the latest and greatest Dyckias to sell. Plus many members will have great plants
for sale.
Plant judging will be Saturday morning with plant sales occurring all
day Saturday. Saturday night will be the Banquet and Rare Plant
Auction. This is always a truly fun event, lots of camaraderie, celebration and friendly competitive bidding for the auction plants.
Sunday morning will be two visits to local members’ home to see their
bromeliad collections. The show and sale finishes up Sunday from
11:00am to 3:00pm.
The President of the Bromeliad Society International, Jay Thurrott,
will be present as well as the Vice President and Secretary of the BSI.
Jay will speak Saturday night at the Banquet.
Your sixty dollar registration fee includes show plant entries, selling plants in the sale, the preview
Sale Plant buying frenzy, lunch on Saturday, the banquet Saturday evening and the tours on Sunday.
If you have not been to a Guild Show before, this is your perfect chance. Lots of fun, friendly people and wonderful and unusual bromeliads to see and buy. If you have not received a registration
packet, email me at drsteve104@aol.com, and I will get one to you immediately. Even though
the hotel deadline is past, contact them directly to determine a room rate. Hope to see you there!

Steve Reynolds
Please don
ate
bromeliad r a rare plant or
elated item
to the
rare plant a
uction!
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Tips for Summer Growing –2011
By Odean Head

T

his summer has been so stressful with the record breaking heat
and drought that my title should be ‘How To Help The Plants
Survive’. Bromeliads are natural survivors but, just like us, they
can take only so much. We need to shift our efforts from ‘keeping the
plants as beautiful as possible’ to ‘keeping them alive’. The damage is
being done by a combination of too much light, too much heat and too
little water. As care givers, we are limited in how much we can do in
these three areas. We can move the plants to lower light, even deep
shade, which should help with the heat and light. We can water, water,
and water which will help but can never be as good as a good soaking
rain. The only good thoughts I have about our current situation is that a
lot of the survivors will bounce back when the rains and cool weather get
here.
Most of my thoughts the last several days have been about
David Meade and how much he has done for our society over
the last twenty four years. He became one of the best growers of
bromeliads that our society has ever had. He helped in developing a large clientele for our society sales that could hardly wait
to get the earliest selections of his plants. He and Kathleen took
a lot of the shows top awards for many years. I never knew
David to be boastful but he certainly loved his plants and was
proud of them. He had more than his share of storm damages
over the years but every time I visited him, even after the
storms, he had a lot of beautiful plants that he wanted me to see.
I have always considered him a good friend and all who knew
him feel the same way. We will certainly miss him.
Houston, TX

David, at a BS/H plant sale.

Thanks to Merrill O’Neal for sending this information. This online store has loppers and
pruners for sale as discussed during Cultural Tips at the last meeting.
http://www.landscapersstore.com/index.html> Fiskars Pruners
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In Memoriam
DAVID MEADE
BS/H has lost a valued member, David Meade. David passed
away on September 7, 2011, at the age of 59, after suffering health
problems for a number of months.
David grew bromeliads for more than 25 years. His interest in the
plants encouraged him to seek out BS/H and he joined the society
in 1987. Our members are all familiar with the wonderful quality
of plants David brought to our shows and sales. He and his wife,
Kathleen, won numerous best of show awards throughout the
years. David named bromeliads after many members of his family, including Neoregelia 'Kathleen', Aechmea Shawn
and Dyckia 'Dakota'. A new Neo hybrid to be released at a future time will be named Neoregelia ‘David and Kathleen Meade’.
The Meade family now maintains two large standard greenhouses in Pasadena. David was a wholesale dealer for 28
years and in this capacity met other growers from around the world. He provided the monthly seedlings for our meetings for many years.
David gave programs to other garden clubs and conducted garden tours to his greenhouses. One of his main interests
was the wood bromeliads are mounted on, and he collected interesting pieces for many years.
He will be greatly missed. There is no service planned at this time.

Don’t Confuse Sphagnum Moss With Peat Moss
By Gerry Hood, President, Canadian Sphagnum Peat Moss Association

Y

ou may have read about a fungal disease call Cutaneous Sporotrichosis, a chronic infection identified
by skin lesions. The fungus that causes this disease
has been found in several kinds of organic material and,
because in extremely rare cases this disease can cause
death, gardeners are rightfully concerned about protecting
themselves from contracting it. Unfortunately, however,
some of the information circulating about how gardeners
can contract this disease has been inaccurate. It confuses
two separate products; one of which is known to carry the
fungus and one of which does not. One of the materials
known to carry the Sporotrichosis fungus is sphagnum
moss. Most frequently used by the floral industry to line
wire baskets, this product is frequently being confused
with sphagnum peat moss, a soil conditioner known for
its ability to bind sandy soils, loosen clay soils and retain
water. The difference is an important one. While there
have been cases of Sporotrichosis resulting from handling
sphagnum moss, there have been no cases as a result of
handling sphagnum peat moss. Sphagnum moss and
sphagnum peat moss are not the same product, as many
avid gardeners know.

lates as new live material grows on top and exerts pressure on the peat moss below. The fungus is not know to
live in the levels of a sphagnum bog where peat forms.
Harvesters of horticultural peat moss remove the top few
inches of the live sphagnum moss and only harvest the
peat from the lower layer.
"Living" sphagnum moss is used in the floral industry to
make wreaths and to line hanging baskets. Workers in the
industry have been warned to protect themselves with
gloves and heavy clothing to avoid puncture wounds or
scrapes. Gardeners wishing to use sphagnum moss to create their own baskets or for other uses should simply follow the same advice: Wear gloves and long sleeves to
prevent coming into contact with the dried moss. No similar warning appears on Material Safety Data Sheets
(MSDS) for handling sphagnum peat moss.

Sphagnum moss is the living moss that grows on top of a
sphagnum bog. The fungus sporotrichum schenckii is
known to live in this growing moss.

Gardeners worldwide use sphagnum peat moss as a soil
amendment because its unique cell structure enables peat
to:
Aerate plant roots by loosening heavy clay soils;
Add body to sandy soil; and
Save water by absorbing and holding moisture
Peat moss is not only effective, it’s organic and safe to
use.

Sphagnum peat moss is the dead material that accumu-

Article published courtesy of the web site www.peatmoss.com.
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The Houston Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month
at 7:30 PM at the Houston Garden Center
Next meeting will be October 6, 2011

Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting third Sunday of month
at 2:00 PM
Next meeting will be September 18, 2011
Houston Garden Center

Dates to Remember
▪
▪

▪

▪
▪
▪

Southwest Bromeliad Guild Show, September
30 through October 2, Austin, Texas
Judges Seminar/Symposium, October 29,
2011, 8 a.m. — 5 p.m., Mercer Arboretum,
Subject: Horticultural Displays
Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies Extravaganza and Cryptanthus Show, Daytona
Beach, FL, Saturday, November 5
2011 BS/H Holiday Party, Saturday, December 3, Saltgrass Steakhouse
2012 BS/H Show and Sale, May 18-20, 2012
BSI World Conference, September 24October 1, 2012, Orlando, Florida

Thanks to the following donors to the August raffle
table: Jimmy Woolsey, Daryl Page, Cherie Lee,
Don Green, Odean Head, Merrill O’Neal, Ruby
Adams, Charlien Rose, Sam Chism, Chris
Nguyen and Carole Richtmyer.
And the lucky winners were: Vickey Gurka,
Cherie Lee, Mary McConnell, Beth Whitley,
Lindsey Stowe, Billie Emanuel, Allyn Pearlman,
Audrey VanWright, Bill Keiser, Odean Head,
Cindey Gray, Louise Epperson, Jean Keiser and
Bob Garcia. The raffle brought in $103.

September Birthdays
Tommy Emanuel
Kevin Perry
Clint Martin
Phil Speer
Noreen Tolman
Don Green
Chris Krumrey
Pat Speck
Jimmy Woolsey
Oscar Allen
David Whipkey
Daryl Page
Debbie Taylor
Sheila Skov
Mildred Solomon
Eve Watson
Beth Whitley

9/03
9/03
9/08
9/12
9/12
9/13
9/14
9/16
9/16
9/20
9/21
9/22
9/24
9/25
9/27
9/28
9/30

iiiAnd belated birthday greetings to Charlien
Rose, whose birthday (8/31) was deleted by the
computer from the list in the August bulletin
(apologies from the Editor)

Meeting
Refreshments
Now it’s the A-Ms turn to
shine and bring some
special refreshments to the September
meeting — the year’s getting shorter! Drinks
will be furnished by the club as always.

Member Message Board
 Some bromeliad friends who could use our
get-well-wishes:
 Sam Chism’s wife, Carol, is on the road to
recovery from broken a bone in her foot.
 Michael Young was scheduled for additional
surgery last week.
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific
goals of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.
There are two classes of membership:
Individual
Husband and wife

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current year.
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
for more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or emailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly
meetings. Articles and any other information pertinent to
bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.
Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388
planobrom@aol.com

President

Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Past President
12/31/11
Gene Powers
Ken Gardner

Officers and Chairmen
Gary Gallick
3202 Riverlawn
Kingwood, TX 77339
281-358-0364
ggallick@mdanderson.org
Rick Richtmyer
Charlien Rose
Allyn Pearlman
Lindsey Stowe
Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/12
12/31/13
Wray Page
Midge Gorman
Jim Woolsey
Scherie Townes

I.

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor Carole Richtmyer
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
Members: Phil Speer, Lynn Schermerhorn,
Ken Gardner
3. Programs Chairman
Rick Richtmyer
Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
Gary Gallick/Rick Richtmyer
II.
Committees of the Board
1. Annual Show
Charlien Rose
2. Bromeliad Culture
Odean Head
Members
Chris Nguyen
3. Holiday Party
Allyn Pearlman
4. Garden Tours
Don Green/Gene Powers
5. Hospitality Coordinator Louise Epperson
Members:
Daryl Page
7. Librarian
Joan and Richard Beaubouef,
Ruby Adams
8. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
9. Raffle Plants
Cherie and Frank Lee, Wray
Page
10. Seedlings
Provided by David Meade
11. Show & Tell
Malcolm McCorquodale,
assisted by Wray Page
12. Members’ and Visitors’ Registrar Ken Gardner,
Noreen Tolman
13. Courtesy
Midge Gorman
14. Webmaster
Joy Reynolds
Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild Charlien Rose, Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Gene Powers
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Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388

FIRST CLASS

