Bromeliad Society

Vol 44 No 11-12

MEETING DATE:

November-December, 2011

Tuesday, Nov. 15, 7:30 p.m.

PROGRAM SPEAKER:

Debbie Gerstner-Wolf

PROGRAM TITLE:
“On a Mission to Help Via Plants and Medicine ”
Debbie will present a slide program showcasing
her medical missionary trips to Honduras. More
information on page 2.
SEEDLING:

Neoregelia ‘Luca’

Supplied by Jimmy Woolsey, a Deroose hybrid.
Picture courtesy of the Deroose Plants web site.
MEETING AGENDA:









Greetings/Call to Order/Member Plant
Sale
Show and Tell
Cultural Tips
Meeting
Break/Refreshments/Buy raffle tickets/
Member Plant Sale
Program
Raffle
Adjourn

DECEMBER PROGRAM:
NEXT BOARD MEETING:

Holiday Party!!!
11/17/2011, 7:00 p.m.

JANUARY BULLETIN DEADLINE:

12/20/2011

Garden Tour
David Klein Greenhouses
11 a.m.—2:00 p.m., Saturday, November 12

6666 Spring Cypress Road
Spring, TX 77379
281-376-7688
Directions: Coming from I-45 North, exit FM 2920
going west. Once you are on FM 2920, less than a
mile from I-45, there is a left-hand turn red light,
that you must take to get on Spring Cypress. It’s
right before the HEB. If you pass the HEB on your
left, you have gone TOO FAR.
Continue west on Spring Cypress Road past Ella and
Kuykendahl. The entrance driveway to David
Klein's is about 1/3 mile west of the intersection of
Spring Cypress and T C Jester at the western end of a
large pecan orchard. There is an auto repair shop
and a nursery on the south side of the road — the
driveway to David's house is on the north side. Be
aware the driveway is very long.
David's number is 281-376-7688 and Don Green's
cell is 713-252-9879, if you have any problems.
Drinks will be available.

H

President’s Page

as to figure. I re-re-buy a couple of cold-sensitive plants (e.g. Neo
mooreana) and we hit the 40s (guess what plant stayed inside the past
few days). As I write, we are warming up again and are in for a few
spectacular fall days. The cool weather is a reminder that it is time to think
about winterizing! A serious cold front is 98.2% guaranteed the night of our
Christmas banquet, so be prepared! Speaking of which, if you have not signed
up for the banquet, there is still time. We always have a great time and this year
should be no exception.

In the last issue’s President’s message, I begged for a few more show-and-tell
plants, and did you ever come through! Dennis Cathcart commented that we
have the best show-and-tell of any society he visits, and I think this is true. What a rare opportunity to see
Encholiriums and various forms of Orthophytum burle-marxii (and maybe natural hybrids thereof ?) that
Rick and Carole Richtmyer grew from seeds brought from Brazil. I would wager to say they have some
plants not in cultivation anywhere in this country. Do they keep their backyard locked at night? Thanks to
all the rest of you who also brought some spectacular plants, both for the show-and-tell and the raffle table.
Another Gallick axiom: The larger the plants on the raffle table, the closer the time to cold weather as all
sane growers begin to reduce their stocks. Hopefully our newer members (with more room) won a few of
these beauties and will have an opportunity to grow them.
This month’s speaker is Debbie Gerstner-Wolf (see her abbreviated biography in this bulletin) whose talk
is entitled "On a mission to help via plants and medicine". Should be an interesting and exciting talk. Does
not take a lot of searching in the scientific literature or by Google to know that enzymes from bromeliads
have long been used for their potential medicinal value. Why, bromelain (from a pineapple extract) even has
its own Wikipedia page, and there are claims it will help in hay fever, ulcerative colitis, healing from burns,
and pulmonary edema (no claims I could find for preventing potential freezes in Houston). As a scientist, I
feel obligated to point out that none of these claims has solid scientific basis, but then on the other hand,
some of our best cancer therapeutics (like taxol) have been derived from plants, so who knows? Keep eating
lots of pineapple. As always, I look forward to seeing you at the next meeting.

Meet our November Speaker:

T

Debbie Gerstner-Wolf
he love of plants began at an early age for Debbie when at age
10 she thought it was fun to help her dad weed the roses and
other flower beds that he was cultivating.

That love has grown as a member of many gardening groups including
the Orchid and Bromeliad societies in Baton Rouge. Debbie has been a
Master Gardener since 2001 and has also been “The Voice of the Master
Gardener sale in Baton Rouge” for the last 10 years. For many years
while her children were young, Debbie didn’t actively participate in any gardening groups but since her
children are older now, she has become active again.
She has collected plants in Honduras and Puerto Rico. She has been participating and leading Medical
Missions as a translator to Honduras for 19 trips over the last 13 years. While she is not known for her correct
pronunciation or identification of the botanical name she loves plant material and often refers to it as her
therapy! She would like to share how her gardening and her mission work have blended to help a lot of people
in Honduras.
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NAUGHTY OR NICE?
HE KNOWS…

W

hich one are you? Have you made your reservations for the BS/H Holiday
Get Together’? 30 of you already did so at the October meeting.

Those of you that attended the October meeting saw those great bromeliads that
Dennis brought to sell. WELL, fact is Dennis donated a very large box full of bromeliads for the auction. Yes, we want Gary (our auctioneer) and his helpers (Lynn
and Doug) to work hard that night. There were tillandsias, cryptanthus and neoregelias in the box and lots of them! And that doesn’t even include the other rare and beautiful
plants our members will donate.
Jimmy and Joanna Woolsey are working on the Christmas Plants and I am sure they will be
spectacular! Louise Epperson is busy trying to outdo last year’s table decorations and I think
she just might do that this year. Don’t want to miss a chance on winning one of those beauties.
You can’t win if you don’t attend.
The party will be held again at the Saltgrass Steakhouse, 9110 Southwest Freeway (see
map in 2010 November BS/H Bulletin on the BS/H web site). Menu selection will be:
Steak & Shrimp, Rib Eye Steak, Ribs, Chicken Breast, Ribs & Shrimp or Salmon with your
choice of soup or salad and one vegetable. Tea and coffee included with your meal and
your choice of a dessert. Cash bar begins at 6:30 p.m.
You do not need to make a menu selection until you go to the Salt Grass as all orders will be
taken then and cooked to order. Everyone was really impressed with last year’s food and service.
Once again, I will be accepting reservations and your money at the November
meeting. You don’t want to miss all this fun. Just $35 per person.

Allyn

Holiday Party Entertainment
It's almost time for our wonderful holiday party again this year for Bromeliad Society
Houston, Inc. Allyn has reserved a delicious dinner and nice place for the party. So
it's time to think about the entertainment - the auction of course. Gordon and I are
asking that you e-mail or call us (home 713/896-4009, cell 713/202-5023, email
g_l_stowe@comcast.net) when you have found just the right rare or unusual plant or bromeliad
item. You will still bring your auction items to the party but we will already have them typed
into the computer.

This worked really well at Southwest Guild.

Then we can party more.

Again, please consider donating an item or two for our auction. It's so much fun and it helps
pay for the evening.

Lindsey Stowe
3

CULTURAL TIPS—2011
Winter Planning
By Odean Head

F

all is usually the best time for us in the Houston
area. This year is no exception, in fact, our fall
has started out even better than usual considering its late arrival and the severe summer we’ve had.
The evenings have been very cool and the days comfortable. We certainly deserve a long spell of this but
the calendar tells us that it is almost November and
time to plan for winter.
We all know that bromeliads are tropical plants but we have many years when there is very little need to
protect them. Most of our bromeliads can take a few hours of freezing temperatures if it is not prolonged.
However, the last two years show us that we need to be prepared or face possible disaster. Some of you can
wait for the weatherman to say it could freeze to move their plants to a warmer place. Others may prefer to
move some special plants and cover the rest. The ground seldom freezes here and by covering you can hold
some of the ground temperature and protect them from frost. Some cover with newspapers with maybe some
plastic over them and others have used freeze cloth successfully. I have not covered that much but others can
share their experiences. Most of us with larger collections must provide more storage space either in permanent or temporary structures. It can grow into a huge transition. Most of these tips relate to the larger transition.
The avid collector’s collection can be expected to grow each year because there are so many must-have beauties out there and of course the ones we already have are reproducing. Overcrowding can be a real problem.
It reduces the precious light and air movement the plants need. It also makes the individual plants more obscure when checking for stress. Any available insect problem will be magnified.
Crowding can be reduced by adding more space or making better use of
what you have. Adding space is best but unless you have plans already,
that may require more time than you have. You may be able to use your
space better by adding multiple layer growing. This can be done with
shelves at other levels and even some overhead. You could also install
poles and put rings at multiple levels. Growing at multiple levels presents a trade off. It provides better air circulation but reduces light, especially at the lower levels. It does accommodate more plants.
Watering is more difficult when the plants are crowded but is required
less frequently. How frequent will depend on the temperatures. Maybe
once a week when it is warm to hot and only once every two weeks or
more when temperatures are cool to cold. I grow drier and never fertilize in the winter in an effort to prevent leggy growth. Remember also
that the plants do not like to stay wet so it is best to water in the morning
and give the plants a chance to dry before night.
Be sure and guard against hiding prize plants. Try to keep them in view
so that their needs are not overlooked. Also determine which plants in your collection are the most cold sensitive so that you can take extra precautions during extremely cold days.
Houston, TX
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Putting the SWBG Show to Bed

E

veryone has gotten all of their show plants
home and tucked back in their favorite place.
We have gotten all of our new plant purchases
potted up and put in a good spot, ready to grow some
more bromeliads for next year. Life is sweet!

We need to wrap up the Southwest Bromeliad Guild
Show by thanking a whole community of volunteers
for all their help. Please join me in thanking all the
people who helped with show—










All the wonderful growers who entered and
brought plants to the show. It was amazing to see
the beautiful plants all of the exhibitors were able
to grow this summer.
Our ever present Co-Chairs, Annette Dominguez
and Shawn Crofford, for handling the last minute details and adding their personal touches to
the event.
Our numerous Show Committee Chairs, CoChairs & Volunteers --- Carole and Rick Richtmyer, Charlien Rose, Cherie Lee, Lynn Schermerhorn, Don Green, Chris Krumrey, Elaine
Dill, Dan Davis, Ken Gardner, Wray Page,
Lindsey and Gordon Stowe, Martha Burg,
Frank Lee and Noreen Tolman.
Our auctioneer and his outstanding helpers-Gary Gallick, Rick Richtmyer and Lynn Schermerhorn.
Our photographer – Malcolm McCorquodale.
Check out the great photos on the BS/H Facebook, Planet Bromeliad/Facebook and at
www.mccorquodale.net/photo.

Our knowledgeable judges -- Jay Thurrott,
Calandra Thurrott, Rick Ryals, Jose
Donayre, Margo Racca, Noreen Tolman, Ken
Gardner, Ruby Adams and Malcolm
McCorquodale.
 Our efficient clerks – Allyn Pearlman, Daryl
Page, Annette Dominguez, Shawn Crofford,
David Whipkey and Charlie Birdsong.


To anyone I may have left out, please accept my special thanks to you too. You know who you are!
Thanks to all the commercial vendors and the members selling plants. Special thanks to all the attendees
who purchased plants at the Plant Sale and the Special Plant Auction. Your support is greatly appreciated and crucial to the success of our event! Plus,
you can never have too many Bromeliads….. Can
you?
Thank you all!

Steve Reynolds

More Winners from the 2011 Southwest Guild Show (from left): Best Div.
II Sec. A, Bil. ‘Puna Pride’, entered by Charlie Birdsong; Best Div. VII Sec.
A, Dyckia brevifolia ‘Yellow Glow’, Rick Richtmyer; Best Div. I Sec. A, Till.
stricta, Martha Burg.
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The Houston Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month
at 7:30 PM at the Houston Garden Center
Next meetings will be November 3 and December
1, 2011

Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting third Sunday of month
at 2:00 PM
Next meeting will be November 20, 2011
Houston Garden Center

Dates to Remember
▪

▪

▪
▪
▪

Judges Seminar/Symposium, October 29,
2011, 8 a.m. — 5 p.m., Mercer Arboretum,
Subject: Horticultural Displays
Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies Extravaganza and Cryptanthus Show, Daytona
Beach, FL, Saturday, November 5
2011 BS/H Holiday Party, Saturday, December 3, Saltgrass Steakhouse
2012 BS/H Show and Sale, May 18-20, 2012
BSI World Conference, September 24October 1, 2012, Orlando, Florida

Thanks to the following donors to the October raffle table: Cherie Lee, Sam Chism, Wray Page,
Fred and Mary Ellen Rinebold, Carole Richtmyer, Ruby Adams, Gene and Verna Powers,
Don Green, Odean Head, David Whipkey, Lee
and Gordon Rowell, Jean Keiser.
And the lucky winners were: John Schmidt,
Cindy Gray, Charlien Rose, David Whipkey,
Charles Johnson, Daryl Page, Debbie GerstnerWolf, Faye Martin, Don Green, Lindsey Stowe,
Audrey VanWright, Gary Gallick, Fred Rinebold, Billie Emanuel.
The raffle brought in $160.

November
& December
Birthdays
Betty Zugheri
Carole Richtmyer
Inez Barres
Faye Martin
Sydney Newton
Ray Johnson
Dick McEuen
Charles Johnson
Jim Racca
Cindy Gray Strickland
Richard Kucel
Dohn Brotherton
Donna Williams
Harvey Beltz
Audrey VanWright
Dorothy Novak
Carole Speer
Merrill O’Neal
Chris Nguyen

11/04
11/05
11/06
11/11
11/14
11/16
11/16
11/22
11/23
11/25
11/28
11/30
11/30
12/06
12/07
12/12
12/20
12/22
12/26

Meeting
Refreshments
Last chance for the M-Zs
to shine in 2011 and bring
some special refreshments to the
November meeting. Drinks will be
furnished by the club as always.

Member Plant Sale
At the November Meeting!
Bring your extras to sell, and fill in
the “holes” in your collection at the
November meeting.
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific
goals of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.
There are two classes of membership:
Individual
Husband and wife

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current year.
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
for more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or emailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly
meetings. Articles and any other information pertinent to
bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.
Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388
planobrom@aol.com

President

Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Past President
12/31/11
Gene Powers
Ken Gardner

Officers and Chairmen
Gary Gallick
3202 Riverlawn
Kingwood, TX 77339
281-358-0364
ggallick@mdanderson.org
Rick Richtmyer
Charlien Rose
Allyn Pearlman
Lindsey Stowe
Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/12
12/31/13
Wray Page
Midge Gorman
Jim Woolsey
Scherie Townes

I.

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor Carole Richtmyer
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
Members: Phil Speer, Lynn Schermerhorn,
Ken Gardner
3. Programs Chairman
Rick Richtmyer
Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
Gary Gallick/Rick Richtmyer
II.
Committees of the Board
1. Annual Show
Charlien Rose
2. Bromeliad Culture
Odean Head
Members
Chris Nguyen
3. Holiday Party
Allyn Pearlman
4. Garden Tours
Don Green/Gene Powers
5. Hospitality Coordinator Louise Epperson
Members:
Daryl Page
7. Librarian
Joan and Richard Beaubouef,
Ruby Adams
8. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
9. Raffle Plants
Cherie and Frank Lee, Wray
Page
10. Seedlings
Provided by Jimmy Woolsey
11. Show & Tell
Malcolm McCorquodale,
assisted by Wray Page
12. Members’ and Visitors’ Registrar Ken Gardner,
Noreen Tolman
13. Courtesy
Midge Gorman
14. Webmaster
Joy Reynolds
Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild Charlien Rose, Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Gene Powers
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Bromeliad
Society
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388

FIRST CLASS

