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2011 BS/H DUES are due and payable now. Single
memberships are $20 and joint memberships $30 per
year. You can mail your check to Allyn Pearlman
at 6422 Bankside Drive, Houston, TX 77096, or pay
at the January meeting.

MEETING DATE:

Tuesday, January 17, 7:30 p.m.

PROGRAM SPEAKER: Odean Head, Merrill O’Neal
PROGRAM TITLE:

"Miniature Neoregelias”

Merrill and Odean will present a program on small
neoregelias for our January meeting. These wonderful little “neos,” often called minis, miniature or
dwarf neoregelias, are becoming more and more
popular because of their small size and the amazing
varieties and colors. They are also gaining popularity for mounting. New and interesting methods of
displaying them are also being developed. See page
2-3 for more information on our speakers.
SEEDLING:

Acanthostachys pitcairnioides

Supplied by Jimmy Woolsey. Picture courtesy of
Tropiflora and the Florida Council web site.
MEETING AGENDA:
 Greetings/Call to Order/Member Plant Sale
 Show and Tell
 Cultural Tips
 Meeting
 Break/Refreshments/Buy raffle tickets/Plants
 Raffle
 Adjourn

FEBRUARY PROGRAM:

Lynn Schermerhorn

NEXT BOARD MEETING: Thurs., Jan. 19, 7:30 p.m.
DEADLINE FOR FEBRUARY BULLETIN: 1/22/12

The Bromeliad Society International is a center
point for all of our local bromeliad societies. With a
colorful and informative Journal (published bimonthly), its sponsorship of world bromeliad conferences and accreditation of show judges, a seed bank,
and cultivar registration, the BSI is an amazing resource for bromeliad growers and their local societies from around the world. Every local society
member should join the BSI. Annual dues are $45,
dual memberships are $60. For a membership application, check with a BS/H officer or Gene Powers,
our BSI Regional Director; you can also find them
online at www.bsi.org. In September of 2012, there
will be a BSI World Bromeliad Conference in Orlando, Florida. Make plans to attend what promises
to be a wonderful show and sale.

PLANT SALE CHANGE
Starting in 2012, if you are selling at a BS/H Bromeliad Sale or a monthly meeting sale, you are still
asked to put two tags in each plant, but only one of
those tags is required to have the plant name or cross
written on it. The other tag can have only your sales
number and the price. Carole Richtmyer made the
suggestion that preparing plants for sales would be
easier if one tag had only the seller number and price
so it can be re-used with having to erase the plant
name. This was tried at the November monthly
meeting sale by Carole and it seemed to work just
fine. The plant sale assistants who pull tags will
have to remember to pull only the tag with the seller
number and price. You can practice this technique
by bringing your extra plants to the meeting for a
member sale!
Thanks, Allyn
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appy New Year to everyone! I think 2011
(weather notwithstanding) was a great year for
our society. We have been able to maintain a
very active membership when so many plant societies seem
to be dying slow and painful deaths. Hopefully this year
will be even better. Thus far, we have not had the frigid
temperatures we had the last two winters (knock on wood
— admittedly hard to do in Kingwood given our massive
loss of trees) so I have had fewer plants to try to save, and
hopefully we will all come through winter with most of our
plants intact, just needing sun. We had our usual great
Jan Liang and Gary Gallick
Christmas party and thanks to those involved for their hard
work in organizing the party, and the numerous and generous contributions to the auction. I’m especially
pleased that so many different people got to bring at least one new plant home.
Have you made your New Year’s bromeliad resolutions yet? You know, to break up the large unsightly
clumps and bring some of the pups to the raffle table or prepare for our spring sale; find better conditions for
the ones that did not do well last year — with the scorching summer it was amazing how much better some
of my plants looked when I put them in the backyard that has more shade; check and treat if necessary for
scale. My experience, especially with damp winters like this and overcrowded plants tells me there are two
kinds of growers — those that have had scale on at least a few plants and those that lie about it (okay, I intend to be more genteel this year, so let’s say those that did not notice). I have these resolutions well memorized, because some year I actually intend to follow them. I do watch out for scale, an absolute necessity
when you have so many plants crammed together in the garage and living room (it takes a saint for a wife to
allow 10 bezillion plants more or less in the living room). Also, it is not too early to eye potential show
plants and start to give them special attention. And do continue to bring plants to the Show and Tell table,
whether they need identification, have a good story to go with them, or are just good looking or unusual. I,
for one, always learn new things from discussions on our show-and-tell plants. Finally, hat’s off to Gene
Powers who has the difficult task of lining up the great speakers you will hear in 2012. It’s going to be a
good year. I promise Jan 8-14 the weather will be in the low 80’s in the daytime and low 70’s at night —
well maybe not for you. I will be teaching a Cancer Biology course in Puerto Rico, plus visiting the rainforest, hopefully this time not in a deluge. I’ll be back in time for the January meeting and hope to see all of
you then.

Meet our January Speakers: Odean Head and Merrill O’Neal
Both Odean and Merrill are long-standing members of BS/H and are well known for their extensive
knowledge of plants and past programs they have given. (See Merrill’s picture on page 3, Odean’s on page 4).
Odean Head has been growing bromeliads for over forty years and has an extensive collection. Even though
he grows and enjoys many of the bromeliad genera, neoregelias are his favorites and he has made quite a few
neo hybrids that are registered. He has been very active in the Houston society since 1974, serving in most all
capacities, including president. He has also served as president of the Southwest Bromeliad Guild and as a
director and president of the Bromeliad Society International. He served as co-chair of the 1990 World
Bromeliad Conference in Houston and as chair of the 1998 WBC in Houston. He is an internationally
accredited Master Bromeliad Judge and enjoys promoting bromeliads by giving programs to garden clubs and
has had several bromeliad-related appearances on TV. He has written many bromeliad cultural tip articles that
have been published in the local society news bulletin as well as the Bromeliad Society International
Journal. Odean’s articles are reprinted in the newsletters of other bromeliad societies around the world.
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Merrill O’Neal grew up in Fort Worth, Texas. After attending TCU for a
year , he entered the Navy and served in the South Pacific. Upon returning to
civilian life, Merrill attended the University of Texas. He joined a very small
freight forwarding firm in Houston and helped to grow it into a company with
42 offices worldwide and 1200 employees. During this time, he traveled
worldwide establishing offices and expanding the business, often to California and Florida. In the 1960’s he attended a Garden Club of Houston plant
sale where he bought his first bromeliad, an Aechmea fasciata, and this began
his interest in bromeliads. Merrill learned of the BSI and was able to attend
some of their meetings when in Los Angeles, where he met Leonard Kent.
Leonard introduced him to other members of the BSI, who took him to see
and buy bromeliads. In subsequent years Merrill also traveled to Florida as
well as internationally in Holland, Belgium and Germany, where he met
many more bromeliad growers. Merrill became active in the Houston bromeliad society and in 1975 became
president of the Houston chapter. For many years, he would travel at least once a year to southern California and
southern Florida where “friends would take me to their friends and nurseries who collected these plants.” So he
ended up with lots of bromeliads and unusual tropical plants. Although Merrill’s collection contains a variety
of broms and tropicals, his current interest is miniature neoregelias, which he finds very interesting and take up
much less room. Merrill has enjoyed a fascinating 30 plus years, traveling all over the world and collecting a
great variety of bromeliads and other tropicals.
Garden Tour at David Klein’s home and greenhouses November 12. Thanks to David and his family
for allowing BS/H members to enjoy his hospitality and splendid home and plant collection!

Pictures of
David Klein’s
two greenhouses.

Left, David
greets his
guests.

Thanks to Cheri Lee for the terrific pictures.
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CULTURAL TIPS—2012
Keep Excitement In Our
Bromeliad Collections
By Odean Head

M

ost of us suffered some damage in our
bromeliad collections this past year due
to the colder than usual winter and the
extremely hot, dry summer. This is a good time to
think about adding some excitement to our bromeliad collections. We are heading into a new year and
all the indicators are pointing toward a banner one.
Our membership is still growing and we are maintaining a good set of officers. Most of these new
members are taking responsibilities in the various
functions of the society, building collections and
learning more about bromeliads. I have lost count of
the large number who have become certified judges
in the last few years. This certainly raises the knowledge level of our society. Our society show and
sales are good but have the potential to be much better. If we added excitement to our individual collections it would reflect in those functions.

we can always make our collection more exciting by
improving our growing conditions. We are going to
do that anyway, aren’t we. You notice that I did not
use a question mark. That is not the kind of excitement I was talking about. I mean something more
instantaneous. The one that has been the most effective for me over the years is adding new exciting
plants. It may have been more effective if I had expanded more into other genera. The thing that I am
looking at now for excitement is the use of more
miniature neos and the ways that they can be displayed. Merrill O’Neal and I will be giving a program on this subject at the January meeting so I will
defer further documentation until next time.
Another reason that I am shifting my collection a
little is to cut its physical size and make it easier to
care for. I hope to see you at the meeting.
Houston, Texas

There are many ways to add excitement. Of course,
This is the recipe used by Doug Trahan and Inez Barres for the cracker jar they donated to the Holiday Party Rare Plant
Auction.

Cajun Crackers
1 Box Saltine Crackers
1 1/2 cups canola oil
1 pkg. of dry Ranch dressing mix
2 (3) heaping tablespoons of red pepper flakes (crushed)
Layer crackers in a large glass jar (1 gallon)
Mix ingredients and poor gently over crackers.
Gently roll jar every couple of hours for two days.
Very good and keeps well.
This can also be used with Cheez-It crackers and/or pretzels.
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CHRISTMAS PARTY 3PEAT:
RECAP OF THE EVENING

E

…
veryone attending enjoyed the Holiday Party. Although
there were some complaints that it was hard to hear due to
background noise, we’ve decided to have the party at the
Salt Grass again next year. To combat the noise, they will hang
curtains to buffer the sound and we will get a microphone. The
executive committee of Allyn Pearlman and Carole Richtmyer
decided that the extra space and a little noise were better than
being crowded. Special thanks to Louise Epperson on her outstanding centerpieces. Every year they become better and better,
can hardly wait for next year. For those that do not know,
Louise donated all materials except for the bromeliads which we
purchased from Jimmy and Joanne Woolsey. This lets me
thank Jimmy and Joanne for the super large Holiday Seedlings.
We arranged it so a couple would get two different bromeliads
Happy Party-Goers: Vicki Gurka and Allyn instead of two of the same bromeliad. Think it worked as no
Pearlman. Pictures courtesy of Odean Head. complaints yet, so this will be done again in 2012.
Thanks to all of you for the many great compliments on the
service and the large dessert portions served at this year’s
party. Thanks to Gary Gallick, our auctioneer, and his staff,
Doug Trahan, Rick Richtmyer, Vicki Gurka, Lindsey and
Gordon Stowe and Charlien Rose, for their help. Thanks to
all that donated to the auction, which brought in $2630. I
think that is a record for the Christmas Auction. Everyone
really wanted Phil Speer’s wood carving which was a wall
hanging with a candle in a candle holder with the most spectacular wood carved cryptanthus (in bloom). The LUCKY
winner was Rick Richtmyer. Which leads me to say that
Gary Gallick declined an outgoing Past President’s Gift but
said that he wanted to recognize Rick for all his hard work in
2011 for the BSHI. Well, guess what…Rick was shocked
when he was presented with the cryptanthus carving that he
had won in the auction. It is always nice to give that perfect Our auctioneer, Gary Gallick
gift that someone wants.
Just in case you did not know, I (Allyn Pearlman) will again be serving as the 2012 Holiday Party Chairperson. Next year, Happy Hour will be just 30 minutes instead of an hour.
Thanks, Allyn
Editor: And thanks to Allyn for a great time and another terrific party!
Many thanks to the donors to the Holiday Party Rare Plant Auction, with special appreciation to Dennis
Cathcart for his generous donation. Our members who contributed plants and bromeliad-related items
include Lindsey and Gordon Stowe, Jimmy and Joanne Woolsey, Gary Gallick and Jan Liang, Rick and
Carole Richtmyer, Ruby H. Adams, Doug Trahan and Inez Barres, Steve Reynolds, Wray and Darryl Page,
Louise Epperson, David Whipkey, Don Green, Chris Nguyen, and Ken Gardner and Noreen Tolman.
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January
Birthdays

The Houston Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month
at 7:30 PM
Houston Garden Center
Next meeting will be February 2, 2012

Beaumont Martin
Deborah Bragg
Patsy Garcia
Kelly Adams
Lynn Schermerhorn
Malcolm McCorquodale
Betty Garrison
Skipper Transue
Nita Ankenbruck

Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting third Sunday of month
at 2:00 PM
Next meeting will be January 15, 2012
Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center
2020 Hermann Drive

1/02
1/10
1/11
1/13
1/16
1/17
1/19
1/20
1/22

Member Message Board
Meeting Refreshments

 Out and about with our members:
Phil Speers gave a Bromeliad Program
Wednesday, January 4, to the Kemah-Bay
Area Garden Club. His topic was “Bromeliad
ABC's” along with removing and planting
pups and mounting.
 Gene and Verna Powers and Dick and
Phyllis McEuen are off to Ecuador on a plant
expedition in late January.
 Cynthia Johnson is recovering from knee replacement surgery performed in December.


First chance in 2012 for the
A-Ms to shine and bring
some special refreshments
to the January meeting. The good news is,
some things never change, and drinks will be
furnished by the club as always.
Members are asked to return all library books at
the January meeting so our librarians can do their
annual inventory. Thank you!
Thanks to the following donors to the November
raffle table: Malcolm McCorquodale, Cherie
Lee, Merrill O’Neal, Odean Head, Sam Chism,
Fred and Mary Ellen Rinebold, David Whipkey, Jimmy Woolsey, and Gene and Verna Powers.
And the lucky winners were: Tommy Emanuel,
Gene Powers, Cherie Lee, Billie Emanuel, Don
Green, Richard Beaubouef, Jean Keiser, Faye
Martin, Vickey Gurka, Fred Rinebold, and
Charlien Rose.

 Welcome to a new member:


Lee Denson
5303 Braeburn Drive, Bellaire, TX 77401
713-661-9863 (home)

Dates to Remember
▪
▪
▪

2012 BS/H Show and Sale, May 18-20, 2012,
Mercer Arboretum
BSI World Conference, September 24-October
1, 2012, Orlando, Florida
Judges Symposium, November 10, 2012, 8:00
a.m.—5:30 p.m., Houston Garden Center

The raffle brought in $103.
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific
goals of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.

Officers and Chairmen
Gary Gallick
3202 Riverlawn
Kingwood, TX 77339
281-358-0364
ggallick@mdanderson.org
Vice President
Gene Powers
Secretary
Charlien Rose
Treasurer
Allyn Pearlman
Past President
Lindsey Stowe
Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/12
12/31/13
12/31/14
Wray Page
Midge Gorman
Darryl Page
Jim Woolsey
Scherie Townes Audrey VanWright
President

There are two classes of membership:
Individual
Husband and wife

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current year.
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
for more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or emailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly
meetings. Articles and any other information pertinent to
bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.
Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388
planobrom@aol.com

I.

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor Carole Richtmyer
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
Members: Phil Speer, Lynn Schermerhorn,
Ken Gardner
3. Programs Chairman
Gene Powers
Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
Gary Gallick/Gene Powers
II.
Committees of the Board
1. Annual Show
Charlien Rose
2. Bromeliad Culture
Odean Head
Members
Chris Nguyen
3. Holiday Party
Allyn Pearlman
4. Garden Tours
Don Green
5. Hospitality Coordinator Louise Epperson
Members:
Daryl Page
7. Librarian
Joan and Richard Beaubouef,
Ruby Adams
8. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
9. Raffle Plants
Cherie and Frank Lee, Wray
Page
10. Seedlings
Provided by Jimmy Woolsey
11. Show & Tell
Malcolm McCorquodale,
assisted by Wray Page
12. Members’ and Visitors’ Registrar Ken Gardner,
Noreen Tolman
13. Courtesy
Midge Gorman
14. Webmaster
Joy Reynolds
Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild Charlien Rose, Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Gene Powers
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Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388
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