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SPRING IS HERE AND SO IS THE
SPRING SALE MARCH 24TH

T

he BS/H annual spring sale is just around the
corner. If you plan on selling plants, please
email me at deliboys@comcast.net. If you
do not have a sales number, you definitely need to
contact me.

MEETING DATE:

Tuesday, March 20, 7:30 p.m.

PROGRAM SPEAKER:

Gene Powers

PROGRAM TITLE:
“West Texas Wonders and Wanders –
Botanic Journey Along the Rio Grande”
A scenic April journey through broad vistas of the Texas
west, some historic locations, the river, the wild flowers
of fields and desert, animals and birds, and ultimately the
Hechtias texensis and glomerata of the Big Bend.
SEEDLING:

Billbergia ’Casa Blanca’

Supplied by Jimmy Woolsey. Picture by Bob Spivey,
courtesy of Hill’s Raintree Tropicals web site.
MEETING AGENDA:
 Greetings/Call to Order
 Show and Tell
 Cultural Tips
 Meeting
 Break/Refreshments/Buy raffle tickets
 Raffle
 Adjourn

APRIL PROGRAM:
NEXT BOARD MEETING:

Annual Show Workshop
Thurs., 3/22, 7:30 p.m.

DEADLINE FOR APRIL BULLETIN:

3/24/12

The sale can always use boxes and plastic bags.
Your help is also needed for assisting the customers
with bringing plants to the check-out or carrying
plants to the vehicles (like our always in attendance
Vickey Gurka). All volunteers are appreciated. Remember that set up begins at 8:00 a.m. and the sale
opens to the public at 9:00 a.m. There is always that
rush of avid shoppers arriving as we are setting up,
so please be on time and thanks in advance for the
help!
We are continuing to use Carole Richtmyer’s idea of
putting only sales number and price on one tag, but
including a second tag with that information plus the
name of the plant for the customer to keep.
Luncheon meats and cheeses will be available for
sandwiches with condiments of your choice. The
Speers are bringing water, Richtmyers are bringing
the wonderful salad we usually get at the Annual
Show (an extra treat for the Spring Sale)! Stowes are
bringing soda, chips and breakfast items, the Lees
are helping with the sandwiches and sweets as well
as Allyn Pearlman (bagels and cream cheese will
also be there). Louise Epperson will be thankfully
doing her much appreciated job in the kitchen area.
The sale will close at 3:00 p.m. You need to attend
to enjoy the friendship and support the Bromeliad
Society. See you there….
Allyn Pearlman

The deadline to pay your dues in order to be included in the 2012 BS/H yearbook is NOW! Single memberships
are $20 and joint memberships $30 per year. Mail your check to Allyn Pearlman at 6422 Bankside Drive, Houston, TX
77096, or pay at the March meeting. Notify Carole Richtmyer with any changes to your yearbook information.
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President’s Page

riting for this month’s Bulletin during a thunder and
lightning storm with rain falling in buckets, I can
only think what a difference a year makes. How we
were begging for rain last year. Now, if this keeps up, we may
be begging for a little sunshine.
Actually these are perfect conditions for me. Many of my species Neoregelias have only recently emerged from the garage,
where they were badly in need of a drink, and even with a reasonably well-lighted garage, they were likely to have burned to
a crisp if they’d been subject to blazing sun. Then there are the
Pitcairnias that just love the water. Seems to me I could not
have asked for a better start to the growing season. Of course,
many of my plants are in bad need of weeding, but how can I
do that in the pouring rain? Looks like on my day off I will
just have to vegetate a little, and let Mother Nature take care of
the plants, including the dreaded weeds.
Of course there is another advantage to days like this one. I will have an opportunity to check out some of
the web sites Lynn Schermerhorn showed us at her terrific talk at our last meeting. And, with me only losing
a few plants last year, checking out those sites won’t mean coughing up any money — not that there aren’t a
few plants off our sales tables I’m almost certain not to be able to live without.
As you finish your weeding and divide some of your beauties, don’t hesitate to bring a few “extras” to our
upcoming sale (or the sales table at our meetings) — see complete information elsewhere in the Bulletin.
You’d be amazed how many growers are likely to find them a treasure. And of course if they are really
green, you already know someone with an innate interest. Also, as we transit toward warm weather and putting plants under idea conditions (that is, those of us who have ideal conditions where the plants are not
crammed), watch out for potential show entries. I’ve been looking at mine, but so far none speak to me as
show-ready, but I’ll keep looking — and listening — one or two may whisper “take me”.
Finally, what a great display we had on the “show-and-tell” table last month. I readily confess this is one of
the favorite parts of the meeting for me — I get to see plants I previously knew little about and others I know
a lot about but cannot not grow anything like they appear on the “show and tell” table. These plants give me
something to shoot for, to improve as a grower — maybe after I retire!
We have yet another wonderful meeting in store (see elsewhere for details), and I hope to see you all at our
upcoming meeting.

Please Note: At our BS/H meetings at the Houston Garden Center, we have been asked
not to place plants on uncovered tables or to set food, drinks or plants on the chairs.
Please discard all used plates, cups, napkins and plastic flatware in the trash containers.
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Meet our March Speaker:

Gene Powers

G

ene is a retired Chemical Engineer with a long
time interest in Bromeliads. He joined the
Bromeliad Society Houston and The Bromeliad
Society International in 1975. He has grown these
plants as a hobby ever since.
Gene enjoys visiting Bromeliad nurseries during his
travels and taking the Garden Tours at BSH/BSI events.
Interests have included growing plants from seed and
cultivating many genera. He had the opportunity to take
a field trip of the states of Minas Girais and Bahia in Brazil during 2007 to see Bromeliads growing in habitat,
a similar trip to Peru in 2009, and to Ecuador in 2012. He is currently the Texas Region Director for the
Bromeliad Society International and BS/H Vice President.
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CULTURAL TIPS—2012
Pup Removal
By Odean Head

E

ither I’m
confused
or
the
weatherman is.
January and February have already passed and
we
are
into
March. I am still
dreading
that
cold, cold weather and maybe it’s just not even coming this winter. That’s fine with me and I can be ready
to start thinking ‘Spring’, and I hope the weatherman
can be too. Most of the trees are leafing out like crazy
but I am afraid to ask Don Garrison about his pecan
tree. Its new leaves are his signal for the ending of
winter, which is usually pretty dependable.
Spring is a very important time for most all plant people and bromeliad growers are no exception. Since
most bromeliads have a life cycle that includes
blooming only one time, propagation becomes very
important. The plants make it easy for us to do that by
producing vegetative offsets, or pups, for us. This is
also a transitional period from winter growing to summer growing. That also requires other chores but we
will be talking about pup removal which can be real
old hat to most of you. It should be helpful to the
newer growers and could help the rest of you when
trying to help those with no personal experience.
One of the most exciting memories I have of my early
bromeliad growing days was seeing my favorite
plants beginning to form new pups. In fact, one of the
first things I did when I got home from work was to
check for new pups and pup growth. I was also looking down in the centers for bloom spikes on the older
plants. I remember that it seemed to take longer to
bloom or pup than it should. Most plants seem to
bloom and pup faster now than they used to. Guess I
was watching too closely. (It’s been many years now
and I still enjoy seeing my favorite plants putting on
beautiful new pups.)

THE BEST TIME TO REMOVE PUPS
When is the best time to remove pups? This question
raises other questions to be considered before taking
action. Are they large enough to remove? Are you
more interested in maturing the pup or propagating
the plant? If the plant is stoloniferous you may prefer
to allow it to form a clump.
P u p s
should be
at
least
one-third to
one-half the
size of their
mother.
These pups
can be removed and
potted
at
any time of
the year if Neoregelia with mature pups coming from base
of mother plant.
they have
roots. Rooting pups is not a problem but takes longer
in lower temperatures. The mix tends to stay wet
longer during these times and with no roots to take the
water into the plant, increases the chances of rotting.
This is especially true with plants that have tender
caudexes such as vrieseas and guzmanias. In fact, I
am more cautious with these pups year round. First, I
usually let them grow a little longer on their mother,
then I let the removed pup’s caudex harden before I
pot it. Some people also use a rooting hormone such
as Rootone as an extra precaution against rotting.
The question of maturing the pup vs. propagating the
plant. They grow faster while on their mother (some
will mature in only one year) and if they are cut too
small, could stunt their growth. However, if you remove them as soon as they are large enough the
plant’s energy will go toward producing more pups.
;VÉÇà|Çâxw ÉÇ ctzx H<
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If the plant is stoloniferous (plants formed
on the end of extended
caudexes/stems from
the mother) you may
prefer to leave the
pups on allowing them
to form a clump. This
will create a pleasing
display of your plant
when the stolons are
long enough to give
them room to form
their normal shape and
When the
Lymania smithii, picture courtesy of size.
the Encyclopaedia of Bromeliads,
stolons are not long
an example of a stoloniferous bro- enough,
the fast
meliad.
growth could cause
the pup to become
leggy and lose the compact shape you would prefer.
Some vrieseas (ex. splendens and its hybrids) may
have only one or two pups which form and come up
through the middle of the mother plant. Since these
are the only pups that the mother will have and the
mother is pretty much destroyed when removing the
pups, you should allow the pups to reach full size
and remove the mother as her leaves die. This almost
guarantees the survival of the pup or pups. If more
than one, they can be separated when their roots are
established.
PUP REMOVAL
Removing pups can be an easy task unless you have
never done it. It is normal to be a little apprehensive
the first few times you cut a pup, especially when it
is jammed up next to the mother plant. The pup
should be severed somewhere between the pup's
roots and the mother plant. When the pup is jammed
next to the mother it’s best to cut as near the mother
plant as possible leaving the best foundation available for potting the pup firmly in the pot. If I happen
to cut into the soft tissue of the pup I will seal it with
Rootone and let it harden off a little before potting it.
Roots will form at the base of the plant (between the
plant and the caudex/stem). Pups are easily rooted if
potted properly.

I use three different methods for removing pups.
Most of the time I will use a pair of hand snippers
when they are available and there is plenty of room
between the pup and mother to make the cut. Sometimes the pup will just snap off when I place the
thumb of one hand against the base of the mother
plant and apply some side to side pressure on the pup
with the other hand. Be careful that you do not apply
so much pressure that it breaks too close to the pup
plant. When this happens, use your rooting hormone
to harden it off before planting. There are times
when the plant is so close to its mother that you cannot get to it with snippers and it does not respond to
the hand method. In these cases you need a good
sharp knife to cut it off. A serrated knife is usually
more effective when a sawing motion is needed.
Take a long knife with a sharp point and stick it
down into the leaves until the point of the knife rests
on the spot where the pup connects to the mother.
Apply some pressure and with a little twisting motion try to pop the pup off. If it does not pop off after a few tries you may have to use the sawing motion to sever it. This procedure would also apply on
many of the large clumps of tillandsias.
Cryptanthus pups
that grow
between
the leaf
axils on
top of the
mother
should be
removed
when of
g o o d
Cryptanthus bivittatus var. bivittatus
size.
A
little side
to side movement will cause these pups to release
when they are ready. If they do not release easily, let
them grow a little larger before you try again.
Most tillandsias form pleasing clumps even when the
pups are not stoloniferous. I will usually wait to split
mounted tillandsias until they get real crowded.
I will demonstrate the pup removal methods at the
meeting and hopefully we can have some questions
and discussion that will be of benefit to the group.
Houston, TX
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March
Birthdays

The Houston Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month
at 7:30 PM
Houston Garden Center
Next meeting will be April 5, 2012

Jean Keiser
Bob Spivey
Grant Wells
Annette Dominguez
Odean Head
Burnell Curtis

Houston Orchid
Society
2012 Show and
Sale

Member Message Board
 Get Well Wishes go to:

April 21-22, 2012
Saturday, 9 a.m.—5 p.m.
Sunday, 9 a.m.—4 p.m.

Steve Reynolds recently underwent heart
bypass surgery in Austin.
 Cynthia Johnson is in the hospital recovering from surgery for a broken bone in her
hip.


Houston Museum of Natural History
One Hermann Circle Drive
Houston, TX 77030

Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting third Sunday of month
at 2:00 PM
Next meeting will be March 18, 2012
Houston Garden Center
Thanks to the following donors to the February raffle
table: Odean Head, Jimmy Woolsey, Merrill
O’Neal, Carole and Phil Speer, Daryl Page, Fred
and Mary Ellen Rinebold, Sam Chism, and Faye
Stansberry.
And the lucky winners were: Charlien Rose, Gary
Gallick, Faye Martin, Daryl Page, Billie Emanuel,
Lynn Friedman, Maylon (Ruby Adams’ grandson), and Lindsey Stowe. Audrey Van Wright won
the raffle for a one year BSI membership.

3/01
3/12
3/12
3/18
3/22
3/29

Meeting
Refreshments
Now the A-Ms can shine
and bring some special
refreshments to the
March meeting. The good news is,
some things never change, and
drinks will be furnished by the club
as always.

Dates to Remember
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

2012 BS/H Spring Plant Sale, March 24,
Gethsemane United Methodist Church
Plant Sale, April 14, Jimbo’s Nursery
2012 BS/H Show and Sale, May 18-20, 2012,
Mercer Arboretum
BSI World Conference, September 24October 1, 2012, Orlando, Florida
Judges Symposium, November 10, 2012, 8:00
a.m.—5:30 p.m., Houston Garden Center

The raffle brought in $74.
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific
goals of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.
There are two classes of membership:
Individual
Husband and wife

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current year.
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
for more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or emailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly
meetings. Articles and any other information pertinent to
bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.
Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388
planobrom@aol.com

Officers and Chairmen
Gary Gallick
3202 Riverlawn
Kingwood, TX 77339
281-358-0364
ggallick@mdanderson.org
Vice President
Gene Powers
Secretary
Charlien Rose
Treasurer
Allyn Pearlman
Past President
Lindsey Stowe
Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/12
12/31/13
12/31/14
Wray Page
Midge Gorman
Darryl Page
Jim Woolsey
Scherie Townes Audrey VanWright
President

I.

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor Carole Richtmyer
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
Members: Phil Speer, Lynn Schermerhorn,
Ken Gardner
3. Programs Chairman
Gene Powers
Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
Gary Gallick/Gene Powers
II.
Committees of the Board
1. Annual Show
Charlien Rose
Co-Chairman
Wray Page
2. Bromeliad Culture
Odean Head
Members
Chris Nguyen
3. Holiday Party
Allyn Pearlman
4. Garden Tours
Don Green
5. Hospitality Coordinator Louise Epperson
Members:
Daryl Page
7. Librarian
Joan and Richard Beaubouef,
Ruby Adams
8. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
9. Raffle Plants
Cherie and Frank Lee, Wray
Page
10. Seedlings
Provided by Jimmy Woolsey
11. Show & Tell
Malcolm McCorquodale,
assisted by Wray Page
12. Members’ and Visitors’ Registrar Ken Gardner,
Noreen Tolman
13. Courtesy
Midge Gorman
14. Webmaster
Joy Reynolds
Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild Charlien Rose, Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Gene Powers
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