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“Preparing Plants for
the 2012 Show”
The demonstration topics
and Presenters for the April
program are:
MEETING DATE:

“Horticultural Container
Selection, Preparation, and
Top Dressing”
Ruby Harlan Adams

Tuesday, April 17, 7:30 p.m.

PROGRAM SPEAKERS:
Ruby Harlan Adams,
Odean Head, Wray & Daryl Page, Allyn Pearlman
PROGRAM TITLE:

Preparing Plants for Show

This will be an instructional program on topics relating to
the Annual Show, giving members time to make use of the
information before the Show date. There will be four
Demonstration Stations (tables) among which the members, divided into four groups, will rotate every 15 minutes.
SEEDLING:

“Plant Selection”
Odean Head

Neoregelia ‘Sunset’

Supplied by Jimmy Woolsey. Medium to small upright rosette, 20+leaves in green below w/small red
tips. Upper leaves from bright red center with colors
fading into mottled lighter red toward the tips. Picture by Ken Marks courtesy of fcbs.org.

“Grooming”
Wray Page
and Daryl
Page

MEETING AGENDA:
 Greetings/Call to Order/Member Plant Sale
 Show and Tell
 Cultural Tips
 Meeting
 Break/Refreshments/Buy raffle tickets/plants
 Program
 Raffle
 Adjourn

MAY PROGRAM:
NEXT BOARD MEETING:

TBA
Thurs., 5/17, 7:30 p.m.

DEADLINE FOR MAY BULLETIN:

4/24/12

“Decorative Containers”
Allyn Pearlman
All of the participating panel
members are BSI accredited
judges and familiar with what it
takes to prepare plants to enter in
a show.

I

President’s Page

n his epic poem, The Wasteland, T.S. Eliot wrote,
“April is the cruelest month”. He must never have
spent a month like this one (so far) in Houston. This has
been a fabulous month for us (if only I could get out of my office more to enjoy it). Beautiful weather and abundant rain;
what else could our bromeliads ask for?
Almost every Dyckia I have is blooming (except for the what I
still claim it the mis-named Dyckia floribunda). Only about
250 more plants to go that need weeding, fertilizing and dividing. I should finish by October or so. I’m desperately trying
to find a handful to enter into our May show. Anyone know
what the size of a “full-sized” Deinacanthon urbanianum is?
I’ve had mine for years and it does not seem to want to grow.
Can I therefore call it mature? It would definitely be in the
running for an ugliest plant contest, especially when it blooms.
Oh, I set a few others in choice spots with the idea of entering
them, but the squirrels seem to know my ideas better than I do and did a wonderful shredding job. I’ll have
to scramble to find anything not embarrassing to enter — oh for a greenhouse — soon! But then, come to
think of it, I’ve had my share of beautiful yellow ribbons before, usually on plants few people have seen before, so I can’t be too bothered. Or maybe I should introduce a squirrel into an artistic arrangement — on
second thought…
So there is a hidden message in what I am writing. If I bring some plants to the show, and I will try to, you
can be certain that if you do they won’t be the most embarrassing entries. Indeed, what I think has made our
shows so successful is a combination of our best growers showing us how plants can be grown to their optimum, and our newer growers showing they are getting better and better, and winning some major awards as
well.
Now that you have had the bad advice above, I assure you at our next meeting there will be plenty of good
advice for those of you who haven’t had the courage to enter and those of us requiring remedial lessons. Follow all that good advice and I can almost assure you that you will likely have some colorful blue ribbons.
And remember, we are showing off the BSH to the public, so the more colorful plants, the more oddities and
the more artistic designs, the better we look to potential members that keep the BSH so vibrant. So come to
the April meeting, get those plants whipped into shape, enjoy the companionship and the always blue-ribbon
winning food. Hope to see you there.

Don’t forget the tropical plant sale on Saturday, April 14 from 9am-4pm at Jimbo’s Nursery in Santa
Fe, Texas. The sale will include participation by the Bromeliad Society/Houston as well as the Cactus and
Succulent and Plumeria societies. There will be knowledgeable growers there to share their knowledge, not
to mention that BS/H receives a percentage of the sales. Be sure to come and take advantage of the rare opportunity to buy some rare and unusual plants.
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CULTURAL TIPS—2012
GROOMING PLANTS FOR SHOW
By Odean Head

I

t’s getting
to
that
time
of
year when everyone is talking
about
show
preparations. We
are fortunate to
have so many
hard
working
members that are capable and willing to help with the
show. If you are not signed up, you need to. It can be
very rewarding. Our shows are the best opportunities
we have each year to show the public how many different kinds of bromeliads we grow and how beautifully we can grow them.
Obviously, the plants need to be entered in the show
for the public to see them. We can all participate in
this needed source. If you have a plant or plants that
would improve the show, you need to enter them. It
could be a terrible assumption if too many people assumed that everyone else would provide all the beautiful plants we need for a beautiful show.
Let’s all make an honest effort to see if we have any
good show entries. I am including the grooming tips
that we have used before and in most cases you can
turn red ribbons into blue by using them. Our April
program will also be on getting plants ready for show
which will give some more sources for tips.
SELECTING PLANTS
Sometimes we have a problem getting started in our
selection process because we are looking for a plant
that is ready to be on the head table. I usually have to
make several trips through my collection before I get
very many plants to consider. I can move on faster
with this process when I decide to defer making the
final evaluations and selections until after the grooming has been attempted. This will allow me to be a
little more lenient in my initial evaluation. We should

also familiarize ourselves with the show schedule and
try to get entries in as many of the categories as we
can to make it a better balanced show.
CLEANING PLANTS
A good set of tools can help you do a better job with
possibly less effort. I have several tools that I select
from as needed. I have a flat end surgical hemostat
for pulling out large concentrations of tree leaves and
debris lodged in the top of the plant. A long needle
nose hemostat is used for the deeper leaves. I also
have long, thin tweezers for the tree leaves that are
deep in the plant. I have several sizes of artist brushes,
at least a small, medium and large and some with long
handles to be used for finer cleanup of the plant. I
have scissors and an exacto blade for trimming plant
leaves. Add a bar of soap and spray bottle and I will
probably think of something else when I start grooming.
If there is a concentration of tree leaves
I will remove a majority of them before
I start washing. I use
a water hose with a
spray nozzle that will
furnish a good solid
stream without too
much pressure to
wash out dirt, tree
leaves and other debris. After the first
wash, look deep into
the plant for tree
leaves and dirt that
Aechmea bromelifolia, 2011 BS/H
did not come out.
show, entered by Daryl Page
Be careful about digging too much with your fingers because you may
break or tear a leaf. It is best to use some long tweezers or a surgical hemostat to pull out the debris. You
VÉÇà|Çâxw ÉÇ ctzx H<
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can loosen the stubborn dirt inside the base of the
plant with a small artist brush. Rinse the plant again
to remove loosened dirt and debris. Clean the surfaces of leaves individually. The cleaning intensity
will vary from plant to plant depending on how delicate the leaf is and whether it has scurf or not. If it
has scurf, be careful not to remove any of it because
it may not regenerate and will be obvious to the
judges. On most of my plants I will suds each leaf
with Ivory soap and a heavy artist brush. If the
leaves are not too treacherous I will pull each leaf
through my fingers to loosen the more stubborn dirt.
This should also remove any dead scale that might
be attached to the leaf. If the scale does not rub right
off it may still be alive and the plant should be
treated with safer soap. Scale on show plants is a big
NO. Next I rinse the plant with clean water again
using the spray nozzle.
I then set this plant to one side and work on the next
plant while that one is drying. You really can't tell
whether some plants are clean or not until they dry.
You may have to go back and touch up some spots
that you missed and rinse again (be sure to get all of
the soap out). If you have any salt problems, you will
need to take some additional steps to remove the salt
deposits. Sometimes another soaping of the salt area
will do the job. Let the soap stay on for a little while
and work on another plant. Then rub the salt area
lightly being very careful not to damage the leaf.
Pineapple juice or any citric juice can be helpful on
stubborn salt deposits. Some of our members use club
soda for this purpose, successfully. When you use the
pineapple juice or any citric juice, be sure and rinse it
well or it may leave a sticky, shiny film on the plant
and be penalized by the judges. The club soda will not
leave the sticky residue. Again, wait until it dries to be
sure that the salt deposits are gone. Some of the procedures may have to be repeated. It is almost impossible to completely remove the residue from some of the
darker leaved plants and I will usually go ahead and
enter them when only faint traces are visible. Fortunately, most of the Houston area has converted their
water supply to surface water that corrected most of
this problem.
REPOTTING
It is usually easier to repot a plant than to clean the

Dyckia goehringii, 2011 Best of Show, entered by Cynthia
Johnson

pot. This is also a good time to select a pot size that is
in proper proportion to the plant. A larger pot will also
make it easier to center the plant and cover any exposed caudex caused by leaf removal. Do not pot it too
deep unless you have something to hide because the
judges may assume you are hiding something and take
off accordingly. Also be aware of what constitutes a
standard pot A pretty pot will probably be classified as
decorative and be placed in the Artistic, Decorative
Container Division under a different set of judging
rules (If you have some pretty or unusual pots, you
should consider entering this division). Set the plant
down and look at its conformation both from the top
and from the side. Straighten the plant if needed and
firm the soil around it so that it will stay straight. Be
sure the mix on top is neat. Some use a special top
dressing, but I don't think it’s necessary so long as it is
neat.
TRIMMING LEAVES
Leaf damage is a common cultural problem in growing bromeliads and you can bet money that the
judges will see any that exist. They can also usually
see where you have trimmed. If you have done a
good trimming job they may not take off any points
at all unless too many trims were necessary. Before
you start cutting try to visualize what effect the cut
will have on the plants appearance. If you have to cut
a leaf tip back too far it could change the overall
shape of the leaf as well as the plants conformation.
Normally you should trim a leaf tip to its natural
shape but how should you treat a fingernail tip?
;VÉÇà|Çâxw ÉÇ ctzx H<
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Analyze the damage and the effect of the trim before you act. You may want to only trim the brown, changing its
shape rather than take off the color. You may decide not to trim it at all if it will do more harm than good. In
those cases the judges can usually see your dilemma and be lenient if there is little else wrong with the plant.
Some trimming of leaf edges close to the base can also be done where there are no spines but try to keep a smooth
leaf edge.
FINAL EVALUATION FOR SHOW ENTRY
Look at the overall appearance of the plant. Does it appear healthy and well grown? Does its foliage have the
good sheen or scurf appropriate for the plant? Are the colors rich and the markings clear? How about its symmetry, is it appropriate? Is the size close to mature? Check the leaf damage. Is it too severe? Does it need more
grooming?
CAUTION: Do not be over critical. Fix what you can but expect to be short in one or more of these areas since
there are few, if any, perfect plants.
TRANSPORTING PLANTS
Getting all your plants groomed for show can be frustrating enough without any trauma on the way to the show.
Take some extra time in packing your plants to make sure they do not damage each other or topple over. You
would be smart to take some of your cleaning tools and maybe some extra mix with you for a last minute check
just in case you have a little mishap on the way.
Houston, TX
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A BEAUTIFUL DAY IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD

s Mr. Rogers says ‘it was a beautiful day in
the neighborhood’. It was the so called
‘perfect storm’ but it wasn’t raining. It was
the ‘perfect Spring Bromeliad Sale’ day. The
weather was picture perfect. When I got to the
church around 7:15 a.m. Jimmy Woolsey was already there unloading his beautiful bromeliads. I
quickly grabbed the fog machine I borrowed from
my neighbor and gave a good fogging to get rid of
those mosquitos. Then the fun began, customers
started arriving around 7:45 a.m. and soon the piles
of bromeliads were getting larger and larger. I had
to put sold signs on the piles as other customers arriving at 9:00 a.m. began trying to purchase those
already selected.
There was a good turnout of Members that came to
sell and it was good to see Margo Racca all the way
from Iowa, Louisiana and really great to talk to Betty
Garrison who just dropped by to visit. Maybe Don
will be able to come to the Annual Show Party at
Nita Ankenbruck’s this year.
Thanks to all for bringing the food. Louise
Epperson and her helpers did a good job of display-

ing the breakfast pickings and luncheon buffet.
Thanks to good old standby Vickey Gurka for helping take the bromeliads to the cars of the customers.
A personal thanks to Carole Speer for working the
‘bank’ safety deposit box and sorting the tags. This
is always a BIG help to me.
Here are the stats on the Spring Sale:
Sales Income:
BSHI — $ 690, Members — $3510
BSHI — $690 + 30% from Members — $1053
Expenses:
Plants — $1126
Flyer — $95
Postage — $101
Church 10% — $414
Security — $240
Tables — $50
Total — $2026
Loss — $283
See you at the Annual Show & Sale!

Allyn
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April
Birthdays
The Houston Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month
at 7:30 PM
Houston Garden Center
Next meeting will be May 3, 2012

Lucy Melara
Lindsey Stowe
Joanna Smith
Suzanne Milstead
Rita Beeler
Verna Powers
Larry Friedman
Faye Stansberry
William Keiser
Lee Rowell
Joann Hansen
Jan Liang
Gene Powers

Houston Orchid
Society
2012 Show and
Sale
April 21-22, 2012
Saturday, 9 a.m.—5 p.m.
Sunday, 9 a.m.—4 p.m.
Houston Museum of Natural History
One Hermann Circle Drive
Houston, TX 77030

Meeting Refreshments
Now the A-Ms can shine and
bring some special
refreshments to
the March
meeting. The good news is, some
things never change, and drinks will
be furnished by the club as always.

Dates to Remember

Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting third Sunday of month
at 2:00 PM
Next meeting Cornelius Nursery,
2233 South Voss Road, Houston
Next regular meeting: May 20, 2012

Thanks to the following donors to the March raffle
table: Daryl Page, Odean Head, Lindsey Stowe,
Louise Epperson and Carole Richtmyer.
And the lucky winners were: Billie Emanuel,
David Whipkey, Sandy Allen, Faye Martin,
Jimmy Woolsey, Bill Keiser and Odean Head.
The raffle brought in $52.

4/02
4/05
4/06
4/14
4/17
4/17
4/23
4/23
4/25
4/26
4/27
4/29
4/30

▪
▪
▪
▪

Plant Sale, April 14, Jimbo’s Nursery
2012 BS/H Show and Sale, May 18-20, 2012,
Mercer Arboretum
BSI World Conference, September 24October 1, 2012, Orlando, Florida
Judges Symposium, November 10, 2012, 8:00
a.m.—5:30 p.m., Houston Garden Center



 Welcome to our new members:
Lucy Melara
3914 Fairhill Drive, Houston, TX 77063
713-728-1626
 Margaret & Sonny Saldivar
4321 Creekbend Drive, Houston, TX 77035
713-501-1495
 Tanya Voinche
9415 Meadowglen Lane, Houston, TX 77063
713-782-1029
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific
goals of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.
There are two classes of membership:
Individual
Husband and wife

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current year.
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
for more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or emailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly
meetings. Articles and any other information pertinent to
bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.
Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388
planobrom@aol.com

Officers and Chairmen
Gary Gallick
3202 Riverlawn
Kingwood, TX 77339
281-358-0364
ggallick@mdanderson.org
Vice President
Gene Powers
Secretary
Charlien Rose
Treasurer
Allyn Pearlman
Past President
Lindsey Stowe
Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/12
12/31/13
12/31/14
Wray Page
Midge Gorman
Darryl Page
Jim Woolsey
Scherie Townes Audrey VanWright
President

I.

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor Carole Richtmyer
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
Members: Phil Speer, Lynn Schermerhorn,
Ken Gardner
3. Programs Chairman
Gene Powers
Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
Gary Gallick/Gene Powers
II.
Committees of the Board
1. Annual Show
Charlien Rose
Co-Chairman
Wray Page
2. Bromeliad Culture
Odean Head
Members
Chris Nguyen
3. Holiday Party
Allyn Pearlman
4. Garden Tours
Don Green
5. Hospitality Coordinator Louise Epperson
Members:
Daryl Page
7. Librarian
Joan and Richard Beaubouef,
Ruby Adams
8. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
9. Raffle Plants
Cherie and Frank Lee, Wray
Page
10. Seedlings
Provided by Jimmy Woolsey
11. Show & Tell
Malcolm McCorquodale,
assisted by Wray Page
12. Members’ and Visitors’ Registrar Ken Gardner,
Noreen Tolman
13. Courtesy
Midge Gorman
14. Webmaster
Joy Reynolds
Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild Charlien Rose, Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Gene Powers
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Bromeliad
Society
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388

FIRST CLASS

