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MEETING DATE:                   Tuesday, Aug. 21, 7:30 p.m. 
 

PROGRAM SPEAKERS:                         David Whipkey 
 

PROGRAM TITLE: 
“Selector or Hoarder – How Does Your Collection Grow?” 
 

There are various approaches to use in building your collec-
tion of Bromeliads.  David will provide some guidelines and 
considerations. 
 

SEEDLING:                                           Cryptanthus ‘Ti’ 

Supplied by Jimmy Woolsey.  A variegated sport of C. 
arelii, easy to grow.  Picture courtesy of the Florida 
Council web site, fsbs.org. 
 

MEETING AGENDA: 
 

Greetings/Call to Order/Member Plant Sale 
 Show and Tell 
Cultural Tips 
Meeting 
Break/Refreshments/Buy raffle tickets/Plants 
Program 
Raffle 
Adjourn 

 

SEPTEMBER PROGRAM:                             Bruce Holst 
 

NEXT BOARD MEETING:       Thurs., 11/22, 7:30 p.m. 
 

DEADLINE FOR SEPTEMBER BULLETIN:  8/24/12 

There is a Member Plant Sale at this meeting! Sell 
your pups, add some new and different plants to 
your collection. 

The BSI and the Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies, 
hope to see you in Orlando, Florida, for the Twentieth 
WBC, coming up very soon, September 24 — October 1. 
 

Plans are finalized for seminars and tours, and there are 
lots of great things to do, some free and some for a rea-
sonable charge.  These include tours of select yards of 
local bromeliad society members, Leu Gardens, Deroose 
Plants and McCrory Sunny Hill Nursery, Color Zone 
Tropicals and Russell’s Bromeliads.  Some of these com-
mercial growers are not open to the public, so this is a 
rare opportunity to visit their facilities and see what they 
do.  Seminars and talks by well-known bromeliad experts 
are scheduled throughout the conference, including Terri 
Bert, Larry Giroux, Terry Siekkeninen, Barry Landau, 
Bruce Holst, Dennis Cathcart, Eloise Beach, Peter Bak, 
Harry Luther and Tom Wolfe.  And think about the plant 
sale and rare plant auction!  This list doesn’t even include 
the well-known tourist attractions in this part of Florida. 
 

Time to register is getting short.  If you register before 
August 25, the rate is $175 per person for BSI members 
and $220 for non-members (which includes a one year 
BSI membership).  Rates increase to $200 and $245 re-
spectively after the 25th.  It’s also time to make your res-
ervations at the conference hotel, the Caribe Royale in 
Orlando, August 25 being the cutoff date for the confer-
ence rate. 
 

There is also a bromeliad art/media exhibition and sale at 
the conference. 
 

Plan to attend — Don’t miss out on this rare opportunity 
to have the ultimate bromeliad experience! 

Don’t forget the BS/H Fall Plant Sale on Satur-
day, September 8!  Same time, same place:  9 a.m. 
(set-up at 8) to 3 p.m. at Gethsemane United Meth-
odist Church. Let Allyn Pearlman know if you’re 
bringing plants.  A light lunch will be provided. 
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President’s Page 
 

W ell, the dog days of summer are finally upon us.  I thought I was 
doing well, until I looked at one corner of my mailbox planting 
where a lot of pretty Neoregelias used to grow (believe it or not, I 

grow a few Neo. hybrids).  Wow, are they yellow now (burned, but still 
alive).  Well, at least I cannot be accused of growing only green plants any-
more.  I even burned a Dyckia beateae, which I thought was impossible, and 
my Hohenbergia from Puerto Rico is looking pretty sick as well.  Of course 
the lesson is (and especially when property associations do not allow shade 
cloth) to keep a more watchful eye on your bromeliads and move them when 
necessary, but this sure happened quickly.  A neighbor’s tree falling across 
my driveway crushing a couple of the plants (but missing my car AND the 
mailbox — a minor miracle) did not help their health any.  Now this was an 
unexpected cultural problem!  On the other hand, the Orthophytums thrive in 

full sunlight (except Orthophytum vagans).  To me, this says two wonderful things about our hobby; there is 
always so much to learn and if you treat your plants well, they really respond.   If you don’t…well they re-
spond to that as well. 
 

Gene Powers had a wonderful suggestion that I hope you will consider this month and in future months.  
Most of us have many great additions to our collections from our seedlings of the month.  How about (per his 
suggestion) bringing in one or two of your favorites for the Show-and-Tell table and let’s see how we are do-
ing.  I would bring in one of my favorites,  Aechmea winkleri — a seedling from many years ago (green plant 
of course, but a very faithful bloomer with orange scapes and reddish flowers) but I noticed some black dots 
on it.  A new form?  No, I’m afraid it is dreaded black scale.  Time for it to be sequestered and treated.  I’ve 
noticed the pups have few if any scale, so I will try to take a pup, and hope I don’t get an infestation.  And here 
I was pretty proud of how my plants were doing this year. 
 

Remember, we can always use good plants at the raffle table; how lucky we were to have so many choice 
items from YuccaDo nursery raffled last month.  I can’t wait for the Dyckia I won to bloom, as I can hardly 
believe it is a Dyckia.  Haven’t had the time to check the web sites to see if there is one like it with a picture, 
but maybe waiting will be more fun.  As always, the meetings are more fun the more people we have, so I am 
looking forward to seeing all of you at our August meeting.  In the meantime, keep cool and let’s hope the hur-
ricanes stay away. 

Meet our August Speaker: 
David Whipkey 

 

D avid joined the BS/H in 1985 and has been an active member 
for the last 27 years.   He has a great deal of growing experi-
ence, winning Best in Show at the 2009 BS/H show and fre-

quently having his plants on the head table. 
 

He’s  served on many committees and the BS/H board of directors as 
well as president and vice-president.  He enjoys growing all types of 
bromeliads, but especially Cryptanthus (he is currently vice president 
and has served as a past president of the Cryptanthus Society).  He is 
an accredited BSI judge. 
 

At our May meeting, David will share some of the insights of bromeliad collecting that he has gathered over 
the years. 
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T hank goodness we got off to a much better 
summer than normal.  Our rains have put us 
over the average for this time of year and with 

the cloudy conditions has kept our temperatures much 
lower. We sure needed it after the terrible summer we 
had last year.  I probably shouldn’t be talking like this 
because I think that it is beginning to show us that it 
can still get hot and dry.  Anyway, we need to get 
ready for ‘hot and dry’ because we usually have more 
of it than we ever want. 

First, we need to observe more closely as to how each 
plant is responding to the amount of light it is receiv-
ing. This is especially true for those plants that have 
been getting several hours of direct sun.  Plants that 
show signs of color fading or burning need to be 
moved to lower light. We don’t want to make extreme 
changes.  Small changes help us to determine the ide-
al lighting for each plant.  We may even want to swap 
places with some of the plants that could use more 
light.  Again, avoid extreme changes. We may want 
to add some shadecloth to areas that receive too many 
hours of hot sun. 

Next, and possibly the most important need is water.  
This need includes not only more frequent waterings 
but also more moisture added to the air. Moisture can 
be added to the air by daily sprayings or by installing 
a mist system.  Bromeliads will survive without water 

longer than most plants.  However, they will thrive 
better with more water than we tend to give them dur-
ing hot, dry weather.  

Bromeliads are like most other plants in that they will 
tell you when they become stressed from being too 
dry. Leaves will begin to curl and the plant will be-
come dehydrated and look sick.  You can correct this 
condition if you catch it quick enough but it will take 
some TLC.  Put them in a convenient place and water 
them good several days in a row.  This will help get 
water back into their leaves.  If the center leaves have 
quilled (stuck together) extra steps will be required.  
After pouring water in the restricted cup, let it set for 
awhile then try opening the leaves by sticking your 
finger down through the center.  Don't force too hard 
or you will split the leaf.  You may need to pour more 
water and try again later.  A drop of detergent in the 
center will help the quilled leaves to turn loose.  The 
roots also need to be saturated by either continuous 
wetting from the top of the pot or by setting it in a 
container of water. 

You can take your dehydrated Tillandsias (and 
mountings) and immerse them in a bucket or tub of 
water and let them stay there for several hours. It is 
hard to get water back into the plants’ leaves, where 
they need it, by just misting because the water will 
probably evaporate before the leaves can absorb it. Sit 
dehydrated terrestrials such as Cryptanthus, Dyckias 
and Hechtias in a container of water and allow the 
medium to remain saturated for a few days.  (This is 
my normal watering procedure for these plants when 
they have clumped because it is hard to get water to 
them from the top).  

Don't forget air movement.  If you have some dead air 
spots, either move the plants or place some fans so 
that they will move the air.  Even though the odds are 
pretty good the plants will survive, it is better to avoid 
long periods of stress which can cause permanent cul-
tural damage.  We need to watch our plants a little 
closer during these hot days in hopes that we can keep 
them happy.                                          Houston, Texas 

CULTURAL TIPS—2012 
Tips for Summer Growing 

By Odean Head 

Odean talking about bromeliad culture at a BS/H 
meeting. 
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Vampires, Tillandsias... Things That Go Suck In The Night 
By Andrew Flower (Anwyl Bromeliads)  

 
[This description of bromeliad biology (and in particular Crassulacean Acid Metabolism - CAM) resulted from a discus-
sion of the pros and cons of watering Tillandsias at night. --ED] 
 

One school of thought suggests that it does no harm to water Tillandsias at night. This gives them many hours to absorb 
the water before the demands of the hot sunny days begin. 
 

Ostensibly, this "suggestion" is contrary to the oft-quoted advice to water Tillandsias in the early morning, or late after-
noon provided they are dry by nightfall. So I think it is worthwhile commenting on this a bit further, since taken at face 
value such contrary advice can be confusing. As it happens, both pieces of advice are correct in particular circumstances. 
 

The question of watering xeric Tillandsias involves considering two of the primary requirements of plant life: carbon 
dioxide and water. The CAM business relates to the different way Tillandsias (and some other plants) actively take up 
carbon dioxide. A "standard" plant model, like most of your terrestrial types, takes in carbon dioxide through its leaves 
during the daylight and uses energy from sunlight to convert the carbon dioxide into a solid form of stored energy, main-
ly starches. The huge problem with this process is the fact that as soon as a plant opens up the pores (stomata) in its 
leaves to pull in carbon dioxide from the air, during the day, water vapour rushes out through the pores. This is bad news 
if you are a little Tillandsia sitting on a twig with no way to replenish the lost water through your roots, and on a hot day 
you would lose so much moisture you would just burn up and die. So "air" Tillandsias were only able to evolve because 
of a different carbon dioxide-absorbing system, namely "CAM" respiration. The CAM plants do not take up carbon diox-
ide during the day, they wait until night. At night they lose FAR less moisture when they open their stomata, because the 
ability of the air to suck moisture out is much less (this is a function of the lower temperature and higher humidity - ex-
pressed as "VPD" or the vapour pressure deficit of the air - which I won't go into here... (sighs of relief...) 
So think of your Tillandsia as a little night vampire, sitting there sucking carbon dioxide out of the night air. Throwing 
water on it at night has a similar affect to throwing sunlight on old Dracula. Because when the water-absorbing scales on 
the Tillandsia's leaves get wet, they flatten down and cover their stomata and the little chap is effectively suffocated. 
 

Some people have heard (or even read) that bromeliads cannot stay wet for more than 24 hours. I think the real point is 
that Tillandsias cannot stay wet for 24 hours of the day on a continuing basis, ad-infinitum. Why not? Because they die 
of carbon dioxide starvation, for one thing. I have an airtight plastic box into which I put Tillandsias, and measure the 
carbon dioxide content of the air with an analyser. When you put dry CAM Tillandsias in the box, the carbon dioxide 
content of the air decreases during the night, as you would expect from the theory that they are absorbing carbon dioxide 
during the night. And during the day, the carbon dioxide content of the air in the container INCREASES, which you may 
not expect. What this indicates to me is that the Tillandsia is continually LOSING carbon dioxide, day and night, at a 
small rate (consistent from what you would expect from osmosis as the concentration of carbon dioxide inside the plant's 
cells is greater than it is in the atmosphere). So the Tillandsia as a living form is continually "leaking" carbon dioxide, 
but during the night while it is actively taking up carbon dioxide, considerably more carbon dioxide comes in than goes 
out. In one experiment, I soaked a number of Tillandsias in water for a couple of hours so they were well saturated, then 
put them in the plastic airtight box. During the night, the carbon dioxide content of the air INCREASED, during the day 
the carbon dioxide content in the air again increased, and so on for several days. So apparently the plants were just losing 
carbon dioxide continuously, and if left in this state they would presumably reach a point when the carbon dioxide con-
centration inside the plant cells was the same as the concentration in the air - not enough to sustain the plant. 
 

Getting back to cultivation. The standard advice I give is to water your Tillandsias in the early morning, allowing them a 
couple of hours at least to absorb water before the air temperatures start rising and drying the plants. This avoids the 
problems you will get if the plants are wet during the night when there are lower temperatures and higher humidity, 
hence little drying effect. There are going to be times when you have hot night temperatures and lower relative humidity 
(hence higher VPD) and then you can water the plants at night knowing they will have some time to stay wet, but there is 
still sufficient drying capacity in the air to get them dry. 
This story also tends to accommodate the situation others observed in nature where xeric Tillandsias receive water from a 
night mist that apparently comes down mid-way through the night. This early-morning wetting is going to still leave a 
period during the night hours when the plants are dry, thereby able to entrap carbon dioxide. 

;VÉÇà|Çâxw ÉÇ Ñtzx H< 

This article is published courtesy of the BSI web site, bsi.org.  Andrew Flower lives in New Zealand and was the previous 
editor of the BSI Journal. 
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Since 1936 The Houston Garden Center building has been the dream home for the Houston Federation of Garden Clubs. Built with 
slightly more than $30,000, largely raised by a group of garden club ladies, assisted by a WPA labor grant and lots of determination 
during the depression, actual ground breaking took place in 1942 and it has remained our home in which we hold our monthly meet-
ings, flower shows and plant sales. The building was given to the City of Houston in 1958 and if you would like a complete history 
of Houston Federation and the building refer to HFGC Membership directory, page 4 of the green book. In 2014 the Centennial year 
for the Hermann Park and Garden Center building will be celebrated. Active plans have been made to redo the gardens and talks and 
meetings with architects are underway for the rebuilding of the actual Garden Center building. However, Houston, we have a prob-
lem, and we need to raise funds, BIG FUNDS, to build the Garden Center. How much? Well about 5 million to rebuild or less if we 
gut and redo the present building. If there is anyone out there who would like to donate 1 million, I am told you can name the build-
ing after yourself or whomever you would like.  
 
We need to galvanize together and to put forth a plan to determine what we can do to assure ourselves that we have a building that 
meets our needs. The Hermann Park Conservancy Board headed by Doreen Stoller has raised sufficient funds to redo the actual gar-
dens. She will assist and help us raise the funds for the building. These funds must be raised and in place by the end of October 2012.  
As President of the Houston Federation of Garden Clubs I have put together 2 meeting times to form a grass roots planning session, 
the date of these meetings is August 15, at 2pm and a second meeting 7pm at the Houston Garden Center. I am asking each Garden 
Club or Plant Society to spread the word, we need as many interested parties to attend either of these meetings to hear the facts, help 
us form committees and gather ideas and formulate a plan to build, rebuild and renovate. Houston Federation has over the years 
raised money for this project, but it falls way short of what is needed. Doreen Stoller, the Director of Hermann Park Conservancy 
Board as well as Jim Patterson and Dr. Bill Welch who is a Professor at Texas A & M and an advisor to the Garden Center Advisory 
Board will be on hand at each of these meetings. Dr. Welch and Jim Patterson are working very closely with both the landscape and 
building architects on this project and will be able to demonstrate and answer most of your questions at these meetings.  
 
Club Presidents, please see that this is sent to all your members, I know that most of you do not hold meetings in the summer, how-
ever if you can send this letter out to all your members at large so that the word gets out and encourage them to attend one of the 
meetings in August. Society Presidents, please advise your members to attend the August 15 meeting or see that this information is 
put in your newsletter so that we have as many interested persons as we can show up to help us come up with a plan.  
 
If we do nothing, we will not have a place to meet that meets our needs, it is simple as that. I cannot give you all the facts, figures 
and details in this newsletter, you must show up for one of the meetings and at that time we will hand out packets with the facts and 
figures and make no mistake we need help. I am not asking your members to come up with cash, I am asking for help with ideas and 
a plan on how to raise this money. We need people who are willing to work and serve to pull this together. READ THIS LETTER, 
IT IS IMPORTANT AND DOES MEAN A DIFFERENCE TO YOUR AND CLUB. 

 

A Letter from the President of the Houston Federation of Garden Clubs, Deana Roberts: 

;VÉÇà|Çâxw yÜÉÅ Ñtzx G< 
 

This story also tends to accommodate the situation others observed in nature where xeric Tillandsias receive 
water from a night mist that apparently comes down mid-way through the night. This early-morning wetting is 
going to still leave a period during the night hours when the plants are dry, thereby able to entrap carbon diox-
ide. 

XXX 

In Memoriam: 
Jean Keiser 

 

One of our members since 2006, Jean Keiser,  passed away on August 3.  Jean 
fought hard against her cancer, was very brave and determined against the odds of a 
very invasive disease.  Lindsey Stowe noted that, “Jean always had her empty bas-
ket when she came to BS/H meetings in case she won or bought any broms.”  
Along with her husband, Bill, Jean was enthusiastic and knowledgeable about many 
different plants.  She gave a program to BS/H on begonias with the help of Mal-
colm McCorquodale, bringing many beautiful plants to show us.   
 

Jean's Memorial Service will be held at the Woodlands Community Presbyterian 
Church at 10:30 am on Sat. Aug 18. The church is located at 4881 W. Panther 
Creek in the Woodlands.  Our thoughts and prayers go out to Bill and her family.  

Jean and Bill Keiser. Picture 
courtesy of Odean Head. 



August 
Birthdays 

 
       Sam Chism      8/02 
        Don Garrison      8/04 
        Michael Rose      8/04 
        Joe Sandel      8/05 
        Flo Adams      8/08 
        Louise Epperson      8/11 
        Scherie Townes      8/13 
        Phyllis McEuen      8/15 
        Gordon Rowell      8/17 
        Loren Neufeld      8/18 
        Jan Garver      8/24 
        Joanne Woolsey      8/24 
        Gary Gallick      8/27 
        Dr. Steve Reynolds      8/31 
        Charlien Rose      8/31 

6 

 

Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society 
www.tgcfernsoc.org 

Regular meeting third Sunday of month at 2:00 PM 
Houston Garden Center 

Next regular meeting: September 16, 2012 

The Houston Orchid Society, Inc. 
www.houstonorchidsociety.org 

Regular meeting first Thursday of month  
at 7:30 PM 

Houston Garden Center 
Next meeting will be September 6, 2012 

 Meeting Refreshments 
  

Now the A-Ms 
have their chance 
to bring some 
special 
refreshments to 

the August meeting.  The good 
news is, some things never change, 
and drinks will be furnished by the club as always. 

Dates to RememberDates to Remember  
 

▪ BS/H Fall Plant Sale, Saturday, September 8, 
Gethsemane United Methodist Church 

 

▪ BSI World Conference, September 24-October 
1, 2012, Orlando, Florida 

 

▪ Judges Symposium, November 10, 2012, 8:00 
a.m.—5:30 p.m., Houston Garden Center 

Member News 
 

Ruby Harlan Adams’ father, Clarence Harlan,  
passed away on July 10.  Our thoughts and pray-
ers are offered to Ruby and her family at this diffi-
cult time. 

 

 Former member Alfred Withrow passed away 
in July.  Alfred was a member of BS/H from  
2004 till 2011.  Our sympathy goes to his friends 
and family. 

 
 Please welcome our new members: 
 John Dupree and Steve Estes 
 3010 S. Rice Ave., Houston, TX 77056 
 713-668-7350 (home); 832-651-5028 (cell) 
 

Please update Martha Burg’s current email ad-
dress in your yearbook: 

  marthaburg@comcast.net.  

 

Thanks to the following donors to the July raffle table:  Daryl Page, Dick McEuen, Merril O’Neal, Fred and 
Mary Ellen Rinebold, Jimmy Woolsey, Odean Head, Rick Richtmyer, Judith Neufeld, and Debbie Tay-
lor. 
 

And the lucky winners were:  Faye Martin, Joanne Woolsey, Debbie Gerstner-Wolf, Gene Powers, 
Audrey Van Wright, Odean Head, Joan Beaubouef, Rick Richtmyer, Vickey Gurka, Cynthia Johnson, 
Gary Gallick and Midge Gorman.  Two additional names were indecipherable, sorry! 
 

The raffle brought in $159. 



BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC. 

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston 
 
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely pub-
lic charity and strictly educational purposes.  Specific 
goals of the Society shall be to: 
 

Increase knowledge of bromeliads through inter-
change and dissemination of information. 
 
Use such funds as are available for the purpose 
of research and/or equipment in institutions of 
higher learning within the State of Texas. 
 
 There are two classes of membership: 

 
 Individual   $20.00 per year 
Husband and wife  $30.00 per year 

 
 All memberships begin with January of the current year. 

 
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org 
for more information. 
______________________________________________ 
 
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or e-
mailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly 
meetings.  Articles and any other information pertinent to 
bromeliads are solicited.  Articles may be reprinted with 
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication. 
 
A Yearbook is published annually based on the member-
ship roll at the end of the regular February meeting of 
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc. 
 
Please address any correspondence regarding this publica-
tion to: 
 

 Carole Richtmyer 
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive 

Spring, TX  77388 
planobrom@aol.com 

AFFILIATED WITH THE 
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL 

MEMBER OF 
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD 

GUILD 

AFFILIATED WITH THE 
BROMELIAD SOCIETY 

INTERNATIONAL 

Officers and Chairmen 
President   Gary Gallick  
   3202 Riverlawn 
   Kingwood, TX  77339 
   281-358-0364 
   ggallick@mdanderson.org 
Vice President   Gene Powers 
Secretary   Charlien Rose 
Treasurer   Allyn Pearlman 
Past President      Lindsey Stowe 

Board of Directors 
Term Expires 

12/31/12                      12/31/13  12/31/14 
Wray Page           Midge Gorman       Darryl Page 
Jim Woolsey        Scherie Townes      Audrey VanWright 
                            
I.     Standing Committees 
       1. Publicity Allyn Pearlman 
              Bulletin Editor Carole Richtmyer 
       2. Plant Sales Chairman     Allyn Pearlman 
 Members: Phil Speer, Lynn Schermerhorn,  
      Ken Gardner 
       3. Programs Chairman Gene Powers 

Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:  
Gary Gallick/Gene Powers 

II. Committees of the Board 
       1. Annual Show  Charlien Rose 
 Co-Chairman  Wray Page 
       2. Bromeliad Culture Odean Head 
 Members  Chris Nguyen 
       3. Holiday Party  Allyn Pearlman 
       4. Garden Tours  Don Green 
       5. Hospitality Coordinator Louise Epperson 
 Members:  Daryl Page 
       7. Librarian Joan and Richard Beaubouef,  
    Ruby Adams 
       8. Membership Allyn Pearlman 
       9. Raffle Plants Cherie and Frank Lee, Wray 
    Page 
      10. Seedlings Provided by Jimmy Woolsey 
      11. Show & Tell Malcolm  McCorquodale,  
    assisted by Wray Page 
      12. Members’ and Visitors’ Registrar Ken Gardner, 
    Noreen Tolman 
      13. Courtesy Midge Gorman 
      14. Webmaster Joy Reynolds 
   

Representatives 
Southwest Bromeliad Guild   Charlien Rose, Ray Johnson 
Bromeliad Society International Gene Powers 
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Carole Richtmyer 
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive 
Spring, TX  77388 

FIRST CLASS 
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