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Meet our September Speaker:
Bruce Holst
Bruce Holst is Director of Botany at Selby Botanical
Gardens in Sarasota, FL.
He has studied and collected plants of the American
tropics for 30 years and specializes on the floras of
Belize, Venezuela, and Florida. He is editor of the
Gardens' research journal, Selbyana, and former editor
MEETING DATE:
Tuesday, Sept. 18, 7:30 p.m. of the Journal of the Bromeliad Society and the Flora
of the Venezuelan Guayana. He has led or participated
PROGRAM SPEAKERS:
Bruce Holst in more than 20 international expeditions, most recentPROGRAM TITLE:
“Into the Lost World” ly to Belize, French Guiana, and Venezuela.
Please join speaker Bruce Holst for a photographic journey
to the summit of Roraima-tepui, the most famous of Vene- He has also participated in Conservation Internazuela's Lost World table mountains, where Selby Gardens tional's Rapid Assessment Program of critical tropical
habitats and served in the Peace Corps in Honduras.
is working to conduct a botanical inventory .
SEEDLING:
Cryptanthus ‘It’
Supplied by Jimmy Woolsey. An albomarginated
sport of C. arelii, the reverse of last month’s seedling,
is also easy to grow. Picture courtesy of the Florida
Council web site, fcbs.org.
MEETING AGENDA:
 Greetings/Call to Order/Member Plant Sale
 Show and Tell
 Cultural Tips
 Meeting
 Break/Refreshments/Buy raffle tickets/Plants
 Program
 Raffle
 Adjourn

OCTOBER PROGRAM:
NEXT BOARD MEETING:

Dennis Cathcart
Thurs., 11/22, 7:30 p.m.

DEADLINE FOR OCTOBER BULLETIN:

9/18/12

There really is a very short deadline for the October bulletin, as the editor will be out of town the end of the month.

Don’t forget that there is a Member Plant Sale
at this meeting! Sell your pups and add some
new and different plants to your collection. Opportunities to sell your excess plants will become
more rare as the end of the year approaches.
Remember that you can sell Tillandsias at the
Member Sales.

O

President’s Page

ne thing that never happens to aging professors is running out
of things to say. Second thing that happens is they have less
and less to say about more and more. As the aging of professor’s lives go on, they don’t really know what they are saying at all!
Then, finally, they get honored for their eminent teaching skills. Huh?
All I can say this is sure sign of definite aging. You will see elsewhere in this bulletin that I was honored with several teaching awards
this year. Teaching has always been an important part of my life, but
is very different at the graduate school level than grade school, junior
high and high school levels. Those that teach at the “lower” levels
deserve an immediate ticket to heaven — it may be lower levels of
students but it is definitely a higher calling. Y’all have my open admiration.
Becoming a “Distinguished Teaching Professor” of the University of
Texas System translates to becoming old, I fear. Some of us in the
BSH know all about aging and some have recently passed on. This, to me is always sad as I learned so much
from so many people no longer with us. Some of our members have been suffering from some serious ailments and need to be kept in our thoughts and prayers. Our dearly beloved plants become less important when
illness sets in. This being said, we are a very lucky society. Even though aging, I tried something second nature to you youngins: I actually made my first purchase on eBay. Of course, they were gorgeous green Dyckias, D. julianae (presumed lost in the wild), D. coximensis and D. tarayuna. Worth the (pretty cheap) prices
for the names alone. I was PROMISED they were real species but I’m not taking any bets. It will be fun to
see if I can get some verification. We will see. And if those of you lucky enough to go to the World Conference find them for $5 each, please don’t tell me.
Can’t begin to tell you how much I will miss attending that conference, but then there is that teaching thing.
All of you who are going are sure to have a great time. All of you going (and not going, too) are sure to have
a good time at our next meeting hearing about the event.
I look forward to the show-and-tell and raffle tables every meeting. Hope to see you there.

From the Editor: As members of BS/H, we know each other as fellow collectors, growers and friends, but
often are not aware of the accomplishments outside of the bromeliad world some have achieved. I thought
the membership would like to know about the recent honors bestowed upon our president, Gary Gallick.
Gary was honored with three awards for his teaching career. He was named a Distinguished Teaching Professor by the University of Texas Regents, and from the same austere group was one of the first recipients of the
Regents Outstanding Teaching Awards, for which he got a medal (and, according to Gary, a nice check) in
Austin. If you’d like more information about his awards, go to www.utsystem.edu/teachingawards then click
on 2012 Health awards, then Gary Gallick). Gary also won this year’s Institutional Outstanding Achievement
Award for Education. Gary worries that, as indicated in his President’s message, he must be getting really
old.
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CULTURAL TIPS—2012

Growing Bromeliads from Seed
By Odean Head

Odean talking about bromeliad culture at a BS/
H meeting.

W

e have been distributing some bromeliad
seeds at some of our summer picnic ABCs
the last few years so some of you have
been getting good instructions and ‘hands on’ experience in planting seeds. Blooming season is about
over for this year and you may want to start looking at
some of your favorite plants to see if they might be
setting seeds. Most of them do not self-pollinate but
some will.

If you are just interested in propagating the plant for
your own use, it would be easier to do it from pups.
Seeds from species plants should produce plants like
their mother. Those from hybrids could produce multiple variations of their mother. Again, unless you
want to wholesale plants or make some exciting new
hybrids, you may want to just stay with producing
pups. Growing seeds takes a lot of time and patience,
but is the only way to cross two plants and make a
hybrid. The efforts can be worthwhile.
Most of my experience has been with neoregelia
seeds but the procedure should be similar for most of
the genera in the Bromelioideae sub-family. Most of
the following information has been published in previous cultural tip articles and is reprinted here for the
benefit of the new members and as a review for those
who may want to try growing seedlings again.

When you do find a bloomed-out plant, watch to see
if it may be developing seeds. Sometimes the plant’s
ovaries will do some swelling without ever making
any seeds. If you watch too closely, they won’t make
seed. (That’s a joke). I usually wait a few weeks after
they have completely bloomed-out before I start
watching. Unless you have pollinated the flower,
pregnancy can be ruled out early most of the time.
When you see that seeds are forming, you need to
wait until they are mature before you harvest them.
As the seeds mature their ovary (pod) changes from
white to green, and maybe to dark brown. The best
way to tell when it is ready to be harvested is to pull
lightly on the seed pod. If it releases easily the seeds
should be ripe.
To harvest the seeds just squeeze the pod between
your fingers and the seeds will squirt out the bottom
end. The seeds will be in a sticky jelly substance that
will make them harder to separate because some of
them will try to stick together. Most people recommend that you wash and dry the seeds before planting. Squeeze the seeds into a small closeable container, add an inch or two of water and a drop of detergent, let them soak for an hour or two and shake it
periodically. Strain the seeds and remove any pulp
that came from the seed pod. Wash the seeds again
with clean water and spread them on a paper towel to
dry. When thoroughly dried spread them evenly on
another paper towel cut to fit the container you are
going to plant them in. If you prefer to plant them
later just store in a dry, cool place and they should
remain viable for several months. If you have more
than you can use, send them to the BSI seed
bank. Just be sure to label them properly so that they
will know what they are.
Usually I am either too lazy or in too much of a hurry
to use the seed drying procedure. I just squeeze the
seeds directly on to a paper towel for planting. I use a
plant label for the mass spread and a toothpick to separate seeds that are stuck together and to remove any
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pulp squeezed from
the pod. This has
been successful for
me and expedites the
overall procedure.
The planting medium
Bromeliad seed pod, picture courte- should have fine texture. I use a mixture
sy of forums.gardenweb.com
of one-half peat moss
and one-half vermiculite. Since this mixture is hard
to wet I pre-soak it before using. A good preventative measure is to add some fungicide to the water
when you pre-soak the medium. Since the germinating and growing area for the seedlings will remain
very humid for a long time it is susceptible to growing fungus. Starting with a sterile medium will help
prevent this. Fill the pot (I use a 5" or 6" pot) about
half full and firm it so that the top is smooth. Place
the piece of paper towel containing the seeds on top
of the mix and smooth it out. Do not cover the
seeds. Cut a piece of plastic or saran-wrap and fit it
on top of the plastic pot securing it with a rubber
band or strip of panty hose. I prefer the panty hose
because it does not deteriorate like the rubber bands
do.
Put the pot in a
warm, reasonably good light
(not in full sun)
and wait for the
magic
to
begin. In about
a week to ten
days you should
see the seeds
begin to germinate. Very little care is needed in the
next two or three months. The covered top will hold
sufficient moisture in the pot for some time which
will be evident by the moisture clinging to it. The
seedlings like continuous humidity so if the mix appears to be drying out, don't wait too long to re-wet
it. Watering at this stage should be done from the
bottom by setting the pot in about an inch of water. Top watering when the plants are small could
wash up the tiny roots and cause considerable damage. When the plants get about one inch tall I will
remove the plastic and begin top watering using a
weak fertilizer solution (one-fourth strength). The
plants are still fragile so I use a suction cup (used in
cooking for basting) and apply the solution very

carefully around the tiny plants. I do this every two
or three days.
When the plants become crowded in the pot I will
move them to a community tray to keep their roots
from becoming too entangled. Plant them about one
inch apart which will provide space for additional
root development while staying close enough to aid
in retaining desirable humidity. I will continue to
water with the baster until the root systems get well
established and the
plants appear to be
strong enough to
support
overhead
watering. I will also
continue to water
with the weak fertilizer solution often
enough to keep the
mix from completely drying out. If the
seedlings are not
already growing in One of Odean’s hybrids, picture courgood light (filtered tesy of the BSI Cultivar Registry.
sun), they should be
moved there when placed in the community
trays. This will reduce the legginess which would
result from the continuous fertilizing.
I let the seedlings grow a long time in this community tray. In fact some of them may never leave the
tray. As the plants grow and start to crowd each other they began to differ in appearance. This is where
the culling procedure should start. Select only those
that are beginning to show good potential and pot
them into individual pots. You may go back to the
tray several times as the plants grow for more selections or you may decide to throw the rest
away. Look closely before you throw them away
because sometimes the runts become the best cultivars. You may grow most of the ones you selected
to maturity before making the final selection
(s). Grow them under ideal conditions so that you
can be sure of their potential. This will make it easier to cull.
It is important that you keep good records. You always need to know where your seeds came from
(parentage). We will talk more about that when we
discuss ‘making hybrids’. Try growing some
seeds. It could be exciting.
Houston, Texas
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Take Time to Smell the Bromeliads
This article by is taken from the November 2002 Caloosahatchee Meristem, newsletter of the Caloosahatchee
Bromeliad Society, and was reprinted widely including in the July 2004 issue of the Newsletter of the San
Francisco Bromeliad Society.
Some of the bromeliads make sure that you know they have a fragrance; others are more subtle. There are
those whose aroma is stronger in the daytime — sometimes choosing AM or PM hours — others who prefer to
tantalize you in the evening hours. Color of flowers does not seem to be a factor; they can be yellow, white,
green or blue.
Tillandsia usneoides has a pale green flower that can be difficult to
distinguish among the foliage, but if you are anywhere in the area
around the middle of the day, your nose can lead you unerringly to
the source. Tillansia cyanea has clones with large cerulean flowers
that emit a delightful spicy aroma. It is not a potent odor and you
miss it if you don’t check with your nose. I have found that not all
clones have a fragrance, or else it was so faint that I couldn’t detect
it.
T. crocata has small yellow flowers that remind me of an expensive
perfume. If it is grown in an enclosed area, a few flowers will perfume the air.
T. mallemonte is amazing! This tiny plant should be allowed to
Tillandsia usneoides in flower, picture courtesy of
become a clump and the aromatic blue flowers will seem to appear the fcbs.org web site.
almost throughout the year. The fragrance is much stronger in the
late afternoon.
T. caerulea and T. humilis must not be forgotten — they won’t allow it. They are both delightful. T. nuptialis
and T. monadelpha have white flowers. Their fragrance is only slight, but is more noticeable in the early evening.
T. cacticola is very perverse (I used to think that if there is no fragrance, that was one of the identifying features). There are only random clones with a fragrance. I have five clones and only one has ever had an aroma.
All the T. xiphioides I have seen have had white flowers; however in Flora Neotropica, Monograph No 14,
Lyman Smith and Robert Downs, it states the flowers can be either white or violet. This is a great plant. The
silvery foliage is pretty and the beautiful white flowers with an aroma are a welcome bonus. This one beckons
with its odor from some distance.
T. streptocarpa and T. duratii could never be ignored. Their fragrance is strongest during the day, but they will
emit an odor in the evening. Their lavender flowers even seem to retain some of the odor after they have wilted.
Billbergia horrida is one of the elite. It does not have an outstanding aroma — not offensive, but rather bland.
Some have compared it to the odor of Ivory Soap.
Some of the vrieseas with white flowers that usually flower at night have a fragrance. I haven’t found one that
really intrigued me, but I would guess it is Mother Nature’s way of notifying the proper pollinators that the
flower is ready for pollinating.
There is a small catopsis with a yellow flower that has one of the most captivating fragrances I have found. It
has absolutely no odor during the day, but it is delightful in the evening. I suspect there may be other catopsis
with a fragrance, but I just haven’t caught them at the right time.
The Editor is happy to report that there are also a few Cryptanthus with fragrant flowers!
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September
Birthdays

The Houston Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month
at 7:30 PM
Houston Garden Center
Next meeting will be October 4, 2012

Tommy Emanuel
John Schmidt
Clint Martin
Sandy Allen
Phil Speer
Noreen Tolman
Don Green
Chris Krumrey
Debbie Gerstner-Wolf
Jimmy Woolsey
Margaret Saldivar
Oscar Allen
David Whipkey
Daryl Page
Debbie Taylor
Sheila Skov
Mildred Solomon
Ruth Munson
Beth Whitley

Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting third Sunday of month at 2:00 PM
Houston Garden Center
Next regular meeting: October 21, 2012

Member Message Board


A bromeliad friend who could use our getwell wishes:
Please keep Sam Chism in your thoughts
and prayers as he recovers from brain
surgery.

 Thanks to everyone who brought food or

helped in any way at the 9/8 BS/H bromeliad
sale.

Thanks to the following donors to the August raffle
table: Merrill O’Neal, Carole and Phil Speer,
Odean Head, John Schmidt, Jimmy Woolsey, Malcolm McCorquodale, Lindsey Stowe, Fred and
Mary Ellen Rinebold, Rick and Carole Richtmyer,
and Jan Garver.
And the lucky winners were: Rick Richtmyer,
Lindsey Stowe, Lucy Mccara, Faye Martin, Fred
Rinebold, Kathy Stahl, Joan Beaubouef, Vickey
Gurka, Audrey VanWright, and David Whipkey.

9/03
9/05
9/08
9/09
9/12
9/12
9/13
9/14
9/15
9/16
9/18
9/20
9/21
9/22
9/24
9/25
9/27
9/28
9/30

Meeting
Refreshments
The N-Zs have a chance to
bring something special to
the
September meeting and show off
for a special outside speaker.
Drinks will be furnished by the
club as always.

Dates to Remember
▪

BSI World Conference, September 24-October
1, 2012, Orlando, Florida

▪

Judges Symposium, November 10, 2012, 8:00
a.m.—5:30 p.m., Houston Garden Center

The raffle brought in $97.
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific
goals of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.
There are two classes of membership:
Individual
Husband and wife

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current year.
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
for more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or emailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly
meetings. Articles and any other information pertinent to
bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.
Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388
planobrom@aol.com

Officers and Chairmen
Gary Gallick
3202 Riverlawn
Kingwood, TX 77339
281-358-0364
ggallick@mdanderson.org
Vice President
Gene Powers
Secretary
Charlien Rose
Treasurer
Allyn Pearlman
Past President
Lindsey Stowe
Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/12
12/31/13
12/31/14
Wray Page
Midge Gorman
Darryl Page
Jim Woolsey
Scherie Townes Audrey VanWright
President

I.

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor Carole Richtmyer
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
Members: Phil Speer, Lynn Schermerhorn,
Ken Gardner
3. Programs Chairman
Gene Powers
Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
Gary Gallick/Gene Powers
II.
Committees of the Board
1. Annual Show
Charlien Rose
Co-Chairman
Wray Page
2. Bromeliad Culture
Odean Head
Members
Chris Nguyen
3. Holiday Party
Allyn Pearlman
4. Garden Tours
Don Green
5. Hospitality Coordinator Louise Epperson
Members:
Daryl Page
7. Librarian
Joan and Richard Beaubouef,
Ruby Adams
8. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
9. Raffle Plants
Cherie and Frank Lee, Wray
Page
10. Seedlings
Provided by Jimmy Woolsey
11. Show & Tell
Malcolm McCorquodale,
assisted by Wray Page
12. Members’ and Visitors’ Registrar Ken Gardner,
Noreen Tolman
13. Courtesy
Midge Gorman
14. Webmaster
Joy Reynolds
Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild Charlien Rose, Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Gene Powers
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Society
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388

FIRST CLASS

