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Meet our October Speaker:
Dennis Cathcart
Dennis Cathcart has always been a muchanticipated speaker at our
BS/H meetings.

MEETING DATE:
PROGRAM SPEAKER:

Tuesday, Oct. 16, 7:30 p.m.
Dennis Cathcart

PROGRAM TITLE:
‘Bromeliads at Gardens by the Bay, Singapore’
The official grand opening of Gardens by the Bay project in
Singapore was July 28th 2012. Linda and Dennis joined
many dignitaries from Singapore and other countries, and
a large contingent of Singaporean citizens, who were invited to witness history. Dennis’s program includes photographs of their visit to the almost indescribable Gardens by
the Bay .
SEEDLING:
Neoregelia ‘Guinea’
Supplied by Jimmy Woolsey. A small plant, light
green with red spots all over and red tips on the ends
of the leaves, N. ’Guinea' is an excellent choice for
mounting or a small hanging basket. Picture courtesy
of the Florida Council web site, fcbs.org.

Dennis comes to
us
from Sarasota, Florida,
where he and his wife,
Linda, are the owners of
Tropiflora, one of the
largest collector-oriented
exotic plant nurseries in
the United States. Dennis
has made more than 100
collecting trips to more
than 25 countries, resulting in the introduction of many
new species (and a lot of really great programs). He is
in great demand as a speaker and has given programs
to plant societies across the U.S. as well as internationally. We are privileged, indeed, to have him in Houston!
At the St. Petersburg World Conference in 2002, Dennis was the first recipient of the Wally Berg Award of
Excellence in recognition of his outstanding contributions to the world of bromeliads.

MEETING AGENDA:
 Greetings/Call to Order
 Show and Tell
 Cultural Tips
 Meeting/Election of Officers
 Break/Refreshments/Buy raffle tickets/Plants
 Program
 Raffle
 Adjourn

NOVEMBER PROGRAM:

Betty Patterson

NEXT BOARD MEETING:

Thurs., 11/22, 7:30 p.m.

DEADLINE FOR NOVEMBER BULLETIN: 10/24/12

This is a meeting not to be missed. For those members
who are online, check out Tropiflora’s Cargo Report at
www.tropiflora.com to see just some of what the
nursery has to offer. Tropiflora also sells many other
tropical plants, including adeniums, succulents and
orchids. But for the bromeliad collector, it’s as much
a must-see when you visit Florida as Disney World.
Dennis’s program is about the opening of Gardens by
the Bay in Singapore where they viewed the beautiful
grounds, amazing ‘Super Trees’ and the almost incomprehensibly large and technologically stunning cooldry house dubbed the ‘flower dome’ and the coolmoist house or cloud forest.
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President’s Page

an you imagine? Fifty-seven degrees one day this week when
the dogs got their 5:30a.m. walk! Fall has definitely arrived.
The good news is all the yellow Neoregelias I told you about in
a previous message have turned beautiful colors. All my plants seem
to have breathed a sigh of relief that they won’t be scorched for many
hours a day, and are really perking up. I suspect yours are as well.
The bad news is now we begin to think about winter and why, oh why
do I have more plants than I can properly care for. Well, there is the
raffle table for some of the extras — amazing how crowded it gets this
time of year. At least many of our plants will undoubtedly find new
and delightful homes. Then there are these crazy green species Dyckias that nobody (well maybe no one but Rick Richtmyer) would want
to find a home for. I wonder if there is an ASPCA equivalent for wayward, ugly broms? Some would say the garbage can, but after nurturing them for so long tossing those ugly green plants can be mighty difficult — at least for me.
As I am writing, many of you have recently returned from the World Conference. I’ve already heard some
great stories, and I’m sure there will be hundreds more at the meeting. The advantage of me missing the conference is a much fatter wallet, but the disadvantage is I missed just getting to see plants I have certainly not
seen before and may never see again. Yes, I’m jealous. Also jealous of the Bruce Holst’s of the world who
get to spend time in the Lost World, and our speaker this month who has spent time seemingly everywhere in
the world. Can’t be as exciting as teaching signal transduction in cancer cells to sleeping graduate students…
well at least not every day.
Very soon, my term as President will come to an end. I thought it is not too early to start thankin’ y’all. This
month I will just start with a blanket thanks. This President has not been able to contribute nearly as much
time to the BSH as many of you, and I am well aware that everything from our magnificent annual shows to
the daily needs of the society function so well because of the tireless help of so many of you. It is also a delight to see so many regulars and new faces each month. We are a vibrant society, a real rarity when so many
plant societies are hanging on by a thread. Keep up the good work. We will elect a new slate of officers this
month and I hope if asked (or even if not asked) you will agree or volunteer to serve on committees and keep
us functioning and eagerly awaiting every new meeting and BSH function.
We’ll have a packed house this month, so come with your checkbooks open and be prepared to be dazzled
again by the indomitable Dennis Cathcart. His tall tales — uhh — I mean programs (and sales plants) are a
highlight every year. I’m looking forward to seeing you there.

Welcome back to our BS/H
members who attended Orlandiana in Orlando, Florida.
For those who were not able
to attend, here are a few pictures of what you missed.
Left, bromeliad display by
Color Zone Tropicals.
Right, Best in Show Commercial, Alcantarea ‘John
Stoddart,’ Michael Kiehl.
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CHRISTMAS MEETING 2012
WELL, it is that time of year again! Christmas is just around the corner and so is our December
Meeting (Saturday, December 1). Same place as the last 2 years…Salt Grass Steak House located
at 9110 Southwest Freeway. Happy Hour will begin at 6:30 p.m. with a cash bar and the Staff will be
ready to start taking orders at 7 p.m.
Can’t wait to see what Louise Epperson comes up with for table decorations. Hopefully there will
be a couple of extras for the Rare Plant Auction. The Seedlings will be coming from Jimmy and Joanne Woolsey. This year we will have two different bromeliads again so each couple with get one
of each. And don’t forget to look through your collections for donations to the Rare Plant Auction.
Entrée choices are Top Sirloin (9 oz) & Shrimp (grilled or fried), Tilapia Bianca (topped with artichoke hearts & sautéed shrimp in a sherry cream sauce), Chicken Laredo, (grilled chicken breast
topped with melted jack cheese, avocado, grilled onions, chopped tomatoes & poblano peppers,
finished with chopped cilantro & Cotija cheese), Ribeye (12 oz), Shrimp Three Ways, four fried,
five grilled & three BBQ shrimp, Baby Back Ribs (full rack), Shiner Bock Beer Bread and choice of a
Dinner Salad, Caesar Salad or Cup of Tortilla Soup, Potato Soup or Steak Soup and your choice
sides Garlic Mashed Potatoes, French Fries, Sweet Potato Fries, Seasonal Vegetables, Scampi Rice or
Baked Potato, Tea or Coffee and your choice of dessert. Orders will be taken at Salt Grass. $40 per
person may be paid to Allyn at the October or November meetings, or checks mailed to: 6422
Bankside, Houston, TX 77096.
Contact the Holiday Party Chairman, Allyn Pearlman, for more information.

Allyn Pearlman

More WBC
Winners
Top left, Pitcairnia
rubronigrafolia
x
smithiorum entered
by Terri Bert.
Below left, Dyckia
‘Brittle Star’ F3 entered by Michael
Kiehl.
Right, Best of Show
Hobbyist, Vriesea
(hieroglyphica x fosteriana) x (‘Nova’ x
fosteriana ‘Rubra’
entered by David
Fell.
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2013 Slate of Officers
The Nominating Committee, chaired by Lindsey Stowe has put forward the following slate of officers for
2013. The election will be held at the October meeting.
President — Gene Powers
Gene is a retired Chemical Engineer with a long time interest in Bromeliads. He joined the Bromeliad
Society Houston and The Bromeliad Society International in 1975, and has grown these plants as a hobby
ever since. He has visited Bromeliad nurseries across the continental USA and Hawaii and in Germany, The
Netherlands, Costa Rica, and Australia during his travels. Interests have included growing plants from seed,
and cultivating many genera. Gene had the opportunity to take a field trip of the states of Minas Gerais and
Bahia in Brazil during 2007 to see Bromeliads growing in habitat and a similar trip to Peru in 2009. He is
currently the Texas Region Director for the Bromeliad Society International.
Vice President — David Whipkey
David joined the Bromeliad Society/Houston in 1984, the Bromeliad Society International shortly thereafter,
and the Cryptanthus Society in 1986. He has served the BS/H as a member of various committees, a board
member, vice president, and president. He is a BSI accredited judge, and he enjoys the challenge of judging
at both local and international shows. He is currently serving as vice president of the Cryptanthus Society.
In his other life, he is a retired teacher and is currently employed as the Technology Training Assistant at the
LSC-Tomball Community library. He enjoys growing a variety of Bromeliads in his greenhouse and garden
in Tomball.
Secretary — Charlien Rose
Charlien joined the BS/H in 1976 and has served the society and the Board of Directors in many different
capacities since then. She has been General Chairperson of our annual show; at World Conferences, she has
served as co-chairperson of the Judged Show in 1990, Show Chairperson in 2000, and Clerks Chairperson in
2002. Charlien is an International Accredited Master Judge and instructor, and past Chairman of the BSI
Affiliates Show Committee. She is currently serving our society as Secretary.
Treasurer — Allyn Pearlman
Allyn joined the society in 1991. He was Editor of the Bulletin from 1992 to 2002, and has been
Membership Chairman since 1993. He has served as a Director and President, and was Chairman of our
annual show in 1995. Allyn is also an active supporter of the Southwest Guild and is currently the Treasurer
of that organization as well as the BS/H and The Cryptanthus Society. Allyn is a BSI Accredited Judge, a
member of the BSI and the Cryptanthus Society.
Director — Ruby Harlan Adams
Ruby is a retired Educational Diagnostician, with still a desire and belief in assisting all children in learning
to their potential. She is now focusing on learning all she can about growing bromeliads well, as well. Ruby
enrolled in Judges School about five years ago because she felt she wanted to grow bromeliads that looked
better and happier. She received her official accreditation as a BSI Accredited Judge at the Southwest Guild
Conference in Austin, Texas in September of 2011 (where she also judged for the first time as an accredited
judge). Ruby feels that plants are her passion, especially bromeliads, and is a member of BSI and the
Cryptanthus Society.
Director — Vickey Gurka
Vickey is a native Houstonian and became interested in bromeliads years ago after many discussions about
them with her Parish priest, an avid bromeliad grower. In late 2004, she attended a BS/H sale where Odean
talked her into attending a meeting and joining the society with the help of Lindsey Stowe furnishing
transportation and the Richtmyers a free plant for encouragement. She now grows all types of bromeliads
but crypts are her current favorite. She is a member of the BSI and is an active and valued member of our
society, always helping out wherever needed at the shows, sales, and meetings.
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Witnesses to History
(The following article was written by Dennis Cathcart and
copied from Tropiflora’s VIPP Special, dated August, 6,
2012)
For the past more than six years we at Tropiflora have
been involved with one of the most amazing botanical projects ever undertaken. I am speaking of the Gardens by the
Bay project in Singapore. Like a bolt of lightning our world
was changed one day when we received an offer that would
change our lives and the direction of Tropiiflora for evermore. That proposal was to purchase the “Tropiflora Collection” or what amounted to some of almost everything that we grow, including a large collection of one of a
kind specimen plants to be the ‘anchor collection’ for a futuristic botanical garden still in the planning stages. This was in 2005 and at the time this was no more than a tentative proposal. What followed were several
years of vetting and negotiations that finally resulted in a contract to purchase over 300,000 plants from
Tropiflora. To help ‘sell’ the idea of using bromeliads as a main feature for the project, we were invited to
make a display in the first Singapore Flower and Garden show in 2006. This was a massive undertaking and a
good test for us and an excellent opportunity to show both the garden’s backers and detractor’s and the people
of Singapore just how spectacular bromeliads could be in landscape. Our exhibit, which was designed by Junichi Inada of Osaka, Japan, was huge, as big as a house and very complex. That effort was epic for us, shipping tons of bromeliads to Singapore on a tight schedule and installing them into the exhibit. Linda, myself
and Brian Weber made the trip and the project from start to finish lasted for six weeks, during which we did
not have a single day off! Point made; a silver medal and the approval of the judges and public insuring the
inclusion of bromeliads as an integral part of the proposed Gardens by the Bay project.
Contracts completed and plant lists adjusted and confirmed we finally made our first shipment; more
than 11,000 plants, in December of 2007. Shipments were made irregularly thereafter but every few months
until earlier this year. With over sixty tons of plants and tons more of driftwood from Tropiflora, and many
more plants shipped for other Florida growers, we became experts at the logistics of moving huge numbers of
plants by air. After a trip to Madagascar by me and Ray Lemieux along with a team from Singapore for the
purpose of collecting Baobab trees wasn’t fruitful because of permit problems, the hunt was on here and
abroad for cultivated material. Several young plants were found in South Florida, the largest of which was 23
feet tall. Along with a collection of similar sized trees, we were instructed to ship them as is, without trimming them to fit the containers. To accomplish this, we constructed four crates, each 3.5 feet tall and wide by
21 feet long, the maximum allowed. The empty crates which had to be sturdy, weighed 900 pounds each,
empty! It took a flatbed tractor trailer to move the consignment to Miami for shipment.
Finally, all plants shipped and the deadline for the grand opening looming, we headed out for Singapore. On July 28th 2012, the official grand opening took place. We joined many dignitaries from Singapore
and other countries and a large contingent of Singaporean citizens invited to witness history. The opening included several hours to peruse the beautiful grounds, amazing ‘Super Trees’ and the almost incomprehensibly
large and technologically stunning cool-dry house dubbed the ‘flower dome’ and the cool-moist house or
cloud forest. Opening speeches were given by Dr. Wee Kiat Tan followed by the prime minister; Lee Hsien
Loong, outlining the importance of the gardens to Singapore, its goals and mission and the decision process
used in deciding to invest in such a massive project in such uncertain times. This is in large part the fulfillment of a commitment made by former prime minister and visionary; Lee Kuan Yew to make Singapore a
‘city in a garden’ as part of his plan to modernize and revamp every part of Singaporean society. No doubt,
this is a jewel in the crown for Singapore and a treasure to be enjoyed by the people of Singapore, Southeast
Asia and the world. For Linda and I, to be standing in the crowd of 700 special invitees, was a gift to be treasured as witnesses to history and the culmination of our own efforts as part of this historic project and occasion. Few times in life are we so blessed as to see history made and dreams come true before our eyes.
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The Houston Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month
at 7:30 PM
Houston Garden Center
Next meeting will be November 1, 2012

Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting third Sunday of month at 2:00 PM
Houston Garden Center
Next regular meeting: October 21, 2012

October Birthdays
Ed Doherty
Frank Lee
Linda Whipkey
Johnny Williams
Wray Page
Margo Racca
Rick Richtmyer
Judith Neufeld
Marsha Krumrey
Martha Burg

10/03
10/05
10/06
10/10
10/14
10/23
10/24
10/27
10/29
10/29

Member Message Board


Meeting
Refreshments

Please keep Deana Roberts in your thoughts
and prayers during her treatment for colon
cancer.

 Phil Speer is giving a talk on “
" Bromeliads—

Their Characteristics and Culture” to the
League City Garden Club on October
11. Phil plans to give each member a
Cryptanthus to create some interest among
them.
 Carole

Richtmyer gave a program on
Cryptanthus to the Florida West Coast Bromeliad Society before returning to Texas
from World Conference.

Dates to Remember
 Judges Symposium, November 10, 2012, 8:00
a.m.—5:30 p.m., Houston Garden Center
 BS/H Annual Show and Sale, April 26-28,
2013, Mercer Arboretum
 Southwest Guild Show and Cryptanthus
Show, September 8-10, 2013, Dallas, Texas

The A-Ms have their last
chance to bring something
special to
the October meeting and show
off for a special outside speaker.
Drinks will be furnished by the
club as always.

Thanks to the following donors to the September
raffle table: Odean Head, Carole & Rick Richtmyer, Daryl & Wray Page, John Schmidt, Lynn
Schermerhorn, Jimmy Woolsey and Fred & Mary
Ellen Rinebold
And the lucky winners were: Lindsey Stowe, Vickey Gurka, Lynn Schermerhorn, Tommy Emanuel, Mary Ellen Rinebold, Ruby Adams, Odean
Head, Annette Dominguez, Charlien Rose, Don
Laird, Faye Martin, Cherie Lee, Don Green and
Billie Emanuel.
The raffle brought in $118.
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific
goals of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.
There are two classes of membership:
Individual
Husband and wife

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current year.
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
for more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or emailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly
meetings. Articles and any other information pertinent to
bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.
Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388
planobrom@aol.com

Officers and Chairmen
Gary Gallick
3202 Riverlawn
Kingwood, TX 77339
281-358-0364
ggallick@mdanderson.org
Vice President
Gene Powers
Secretary
Charlien Rose
Treasurer
Allyn Pearlman
Past President
Lindsey Stowe
Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/12
12/31/13
12/31/14
Wray Page
Midge Gorman
Darryl Page
Jim Woolsey
Scherie Townes Audrey VanWright
President

I.

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor Carole Richtmyer
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
Members: Phil Speer, Lynn Schermerhorn,
Ken Gardner
3. Programs Chairman
Gene Powers
Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
Gary Gallick/Gene Powers
II.
Committees of the Board
1. Annual Show
Charlien Rose
Co-Chairman
Wray Page
2. Bromeliad Culture
Odean Head
Members
Chris Nguyen
3. Holiday Party
Allyn Pearlman
4. Garden Tours
Don Green
5. Hospitality Coordinator Louise Epperson
Members:
Daryl Page
7. Librarian
Joan and Richard Beaubouef,
Ruby Adams
8. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
9. Raffle Plants
Cherie and Frank Lee, Wray
Page
10. Seedlings
Provided by Jimmy Woolsey
11. Show & Tell
Malcolm McCorquodale,
assisted by Wray Page
12. Members’ and Visitors’ Registrar Ken Gardner,
Noreen Tolman
13. Courtesy
Midge Gorman
14. Webmaster
Joy Reynolds
Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild Charlien Rose, Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Gene Powers
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Society
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388

FIRST CLASS

