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2013 BS/H DUES are due and payable now. Single
memberships are $20 and joint memberships $30 per
year. You can mail your check to Allyn Pearlman
at 6422 Bankside Drive, Houston, TX 77096, or pay
at the January meeting.

MEETING DATE:
PROGRAM SPEAKER:

Tuesday, January 15, 7:30 p.m.
David Whipkey

PROGRAM TITLE:
“What, You’ve Never Been to a World Conference?”
David will present a program on previous world
conferences to show what goes on at these BSI sponsored events. See page 4 for more information on
our speaker.
SEEDLING:

Dyckia ‘Nickel Silver’

Supplied by Jimmy Woolsey. Easy to grow, large
silver Dyckia can be used in the landscape, cold hardy to 15 degrees. Picture courtesy of Cycad Jungle
website.
MEETING AGENDA:
 Greetings/Call to Order/Member Sale
 Show and Tell
 Cultural Tips
 Meeting
 Break/Refreshments/Buy raffle tickets/Plants
 Raffle
 Adjourn

FEBRUARY PROGRAM: Rick & Carole Richtmyer
NEXT BOARD MEETING: Thurs., Jan. 17, 7:00 p.m.
DEADLINE FOR FEBRUARY BULLETIN: 1/22/13

There will be a member sale at this meeting!

The Bromeliad Society International is a center
point for all of our local bromeliad societies. With a
colorful and informative Journal (published bimonthly), its sponsorship of world bromeliad conferences
and accreditation of show
judges, a seed bank, and cultivar registration, the BSI is
an amazing resource for bromeliad growers and their
local societies from around
the world. Every local society member should join the
BSI. Annual dues are $45,
dual memberships are $60.
For a membership application, check with a BS/H
officer or Gene Powers, our BSI Regional Director;
you can also find them online at www.bsi.org. There
are plans for a 2014 World Bromeliad Conference in
Hawaii. Be sure to keep a lookout for an early-bird
opportunity to register at a reduced rate.
And, while you’re thinking about societies that
feature bromeliads, don’t
forget the Cryptanthus
Society. It also features
a quarterly Journal with
lots of color pictures and
articles about the genus Cryptanthus. The CSI holds
an annual show in conjunction with the BSI in years
with a scheduled World Conference and in various
other locations during alternate years. In 2013, their
show will be held together with the Southwest Guild
Show in Dallas on September 6-8. Close by and a
chance to see (and buy) lots of bromeliads!

President’s Page
“Only stay quiet while my mind remembers the
beauty of fire from the beauty of embers.….” We
can feel kinship at this time of year with the poet who
wrote those words as we survey the bloomed-out inflorescences in our Bromeliad collections. They were
beauties…. Like the poet, memory – but also photography - can give us consolation.
But looking closely at the collection, there are stirrings
that give us hope. Over there an Orthophytum tinging
red in the center, and a Billbergia with emerging inflorescence. Elsewhere an Aechmea with a small button in
the center, and of course the dependable varieties of Tillandsia ionantha with their color and flowers.
You can overcome Winter’s blaahs by selecting some
Broms for your collection that bloom in the January –
February time frame. If you do not know what species
are desirable for this purpose, ask around. Or maybe
some member would like to assemble a list of such
plants??
We have a lot to look forward to in the coming year. Information should become available in the next two
months concerning the 2014 World Conference in Hawaii; the Bromeliad Society International (BSI) website is being redesigned; a BSI presence on Facebook is being established; our own Annual show and sale in
April; and the Southwest Bromeliad Guild (SWBG) show and sale in Dallas in September. The BSI has decided to hold its annual board meeting at the SWBG show hotel, so there will be people there from elsewhere
in the world as well as the USA. Please attend the SWBG show, take plants to enter, introduce yourself to
the BSI board members, and see what you can learn from them.
The year holds some uncertainties also, No, I am not referring to Congress, taxes, and spending, but rather
to a meeting location post-April when the Garden Center is scheduled for … well, whatever. This will be a
challenge that the BS/H board must meet.
Now for a tip. I have been having great success in obtaining multiple pups from Tillandsia hybrids by cutting off the spent inflorescence. It may be that the whole rest of the world knew about this, but I didn’t. So,
in case you hadn’t heard this tip, I am passing it along. That knowledge was particularly gratifying when I
saw John Arden’s hybrid, Til. ‘Silverado’, being offered in Tropiflora’s VIPP newsletter the last Monday of
December for $150! I quickly ran to the Greenhouse to count the pups on my ‘Silverado’. Alas, the one pup
was also in bloom, like a miniature of the parent. We’ll see if both plants produce pups. I wonder if a miniature ‘Silverado’ would sell for $150?
Don’t you really look forward to receiving the BS/H Bulletin? Carole has done a fabulous job in editing and
producing. The many color photographs make it a visual feast and the information content helps in planning
and anticipation. Congratulations and thanks, Carole!
Let’s hope for good weather the evening of the 15th, and we will see each other then.

Gene Powers
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CHRISTMAS MEETING 2012 RECAP
The Christmas Meeting was a great success.
Thanks to Louise Epperson for some outstanding
table arrangements and to Jimmy and Joanne Woolsey for the super Christmas Bromeliads.
The auction brought in $1835 and was a great success. Thanks to all that worked on the auction,
getting items, showing the items, auctioning the
items and especially for those who bought the bromeliads.
No complaints about the food or service this year.
Mark your calendars for December 7, 2013 and
yes, you guessed it! Saltgrass Steak House AGAIN!
Thanks,
Allyn Pearlman, Christmas Chairperson

Many thanks to the donors to the Holiday Party Rare
Plant Auction, with special appreciation to Dennis
Cathcart and Betty Patterson for their generous donations. BS/H members who contributed plants and
bromeliad-related items include Lindsey and Gordon Stowe, Jimmy and Joanne Woolsey, Gary Gallick and Jan Liang, Rick and Carole Richtmyer, Vickey Gurka, Ruby H. Adams, Doug Trahan and Inez
Barres, Steve Reynolds, Frank and Cherie Lee, Cynthia and Ray Johnson, Don Green, Phil and Carole
Speer, Gene and Verna Powers, and Chris Nguyen.
Apologies ahead of time if anyone was left out. If
you will let the editor know, you will be acknowledged in the next bulletin.

Pictures from top: Cherie Lee, Steve Reynolds,
Gordon and Lindsey Stowe confer at the party;
Gary Gallick shows off his president’s gift, a print
of Orthophytum harleyi; and bottom, rare plant
auction items are collected.
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CULTURAL TIPS—2013
A New Year
By Odean Head

A

nother year has gone by and I want to extend a
Happy New Year wish to each one of you. I
hope that everyone is optimistic in their bromeliad plans for the coming year. Our society is moving in that direction. Last year was a good year and
this one can be better. We added many new members
and more are directly involved in the society's activities. Our programs have been good and our 2013 program committee is working hard on another set of
great programs for 2013. If we work together, we can
share our cultural tips and make our growing even better.
We will try to schedule the culture tips as they are
needed for the season or current event. However, we
encourage you to ask questions about any problem as
it occurs. We will cover it as time permits. We will
concentrate primarily on the basic cultural needs of
bromeliads. Many of these do not change through the
years and I will repeat some from previous articles. I

hope to add a few new tips and more important to
stimulate some beneficial discussion during our meeting. You can also ask questions or contribute tips
based on your experiences. We can all still learn.
Let's resolve to become better acquainted with our
plants this year. We can all improve our growing conditions and the quality of our collections. If you happen to know it all and your collection is perfect, you
can still contribute by helping the rest of us. I hope
that we can all enjoy our plants and each other
throughout 2013.
Houston, Texas

Meet Our January Speaker:

D

David Whipkey

avid joined the Bromeliad Society/Houston in 1984, the Bromeliad Society International shortly thereafter, and the
Cryptanthus Society in 1986. He is currently our Vice President, and in the past has served the BS/H as a member of various
committees, a board member, vice president, and president.
He is a BSI accredited judge and was presented his Master Judges
Certificate at the 2012 holiday party. He enjoys the challenge of
judging at both local and international shows. In addition to his duties for BS/H, he is also serving as vice president of the Cryptanthus
Society. In David’s other life, he is a retired teacher and is currently
employed as the Technology Training Assistant at the LSC-Tomball
Community library. He enjoys growing a variety of Bromeliads in
his greenhouse and garden in Tomball.
David’s program will introduce new members to what goes on at a
BSI World Conference and remind those members who have already attended one or more of the good times
they had.
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Dates to Remember
▪

BS/H Spring Sale, April 13, Gethsemane United
Methodist Church

▪

2013 BS/H Show and Sale, April 26-28, Mercer Arboretum

▪

Southwest Bromeliad Guild and Cryptanthus
Society Show and Sale, September 6-8, 2013

▪

Judges Symposium, October 12, 2013, Allyn
Pearlman’s condo clubhouse

In Memoriam
Deana Roberts

Cryptanthus ‘Lindsey Stowe’ — New Cryptanthus
hybrid by Carole Richtmyer will be registered in
the next Cryptanthus Society Journal.

What’s Blooming in the Greenhouse
January 2013

Deana Roberts, a member of BS/H since 2009,
passed away on December 2.
Deana was an ardent traveler and garden clubber,
having held positions as past president of the Houston Orchid Society, Far Corners Garden Study Club,
was the President of Houston Federation Of Garden
Clubs, on the board of Directors NGC Inc as well as
being a Certified Houston Tour Guide. She was also
an accredited Flower Show Judge and gave various
groups presentations on flower show arranging and
working with orchids.
A memorial service was held at the Houston Garden
Center in December. If anyone would like to make a
donation in her name, it can be made to the Houston
Federation of Garden Clubs specifically earmarked
Houston Garden Center Building Fund of Houston
Garden Center. Our condolences to her family and

Aechmea
weilbachii
albomarginata

Ronnbergia
braziliensis
‘Red Form’

Jimbo’s Nursery
15019 8th St., Santa Fe,TX 77517
409-925-6933
www.Jimbosnurserytx.com
email: Jimbos3@earthlink.net
We have a large selection of Aechmea, Billbergia, Cryptanthus, Dyckia, Neoregelia, and Tillandsia. Please compare our
prices and our quality.

Tillandsia ionantha

____________________________________________________
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January
Birthdays

The Houston Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month
at 7:30 PM
Houston Garden Center
Next meeting will be February 7, 2013

Beaumont Martin
Deborah Bragg
Lynn Schermerhorn
Malcolm McCorquodale
Betty Garrison
Nita Ankenbruck
Steve Estes
John Dupree

Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting third Sunday of month
at 2:00 PM
Next meeting will be January 20, 2013
Houston Garden Center

1/02
1/10
1/16
1/17
1/19
1/22
1/24
1/31

Member Message Board
Meeting Refreshments
First chance in 2013 for the A-Ms
to step up and bring some special
refreshments to the January
meeting. We know the food will be
great, as always, and coffee and
punch will be furnished by the club.

Thanks to the following donors to the November
raffle table: Cherie Lee, Merrill O’Neal, Jimmy
Woolsey, Odean Head, Louise Epperson, Phil
and Carole Speer, Don Green, Lynn Schermerhorn, Maylan Adams and Carole and Rick
Richtmyer.
And the lucky winners were: Gene Powers, Don
Green, Maylan H. Adams, Odean Head, Billie
Emanuel, Noah Johnson, Vickey Gurka, Al
Howell, and Charlien Rose.

 Welcome to our new members:


Jimmy and Let Johnson, and Noah Johnson
14011 Woodforest Blvd., Houston, TX 77015
(713) 453-0914 (home); 281-409-8006 (cell)
lets-surf@comcast.net



Marty Suitor
David Stewart
9119 Alcott St., Houston, TX 77080
830-688-6560
suitor251165@yahoo.com



Albert Howell
314 Frauley Street, Houston, TX 77009
832-206-1877
alhouston77009@hotmail.com

 Members who could use our get-well wishes:


Sam Chism suffered a setback in his recovery
from brain surgery in December.



Rita Beeler continues her recovery at home.



Joan Beaubouef will begin treatment for a reoccurrence of her cancer soon.

The raffle brought in $115.
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific
goals of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.

Officers and Chairmen
Gene Powers
7319 Foster Creek Drive
Richmond, TX 77406
281-633-0936
powersgw@aol.com
Vice President
David Whipkey
Secretary
Charlien Rose
Treasurer
Allyn Pearlman
Past President
Gary Gallick
Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/12
12/31/13
12/31/14
Midge Gorman
Darryl Page
Ruby H. Adams
Scherie Townes Audrey VanWright Vickey Gurka
President

There are two classes of membership:
I.

Individual
Husband and wife

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current year.
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
for more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or emailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly
meetings. Articles and any other information pertinent to
bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.
Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388
planobrom@aol.com

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor Carole Richtmyer
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
Members: Phil Speer, Lynn Schermerhorn,
Ken Gardner
3. Programs Chairman
David Whipkey
Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
Gary Gallick/Gene Powers
II.
Committees of the Board
1. Annual Show
Charlien Rose
2. Bromeliad Culture
Odean Head
Members
Chris Nguyen
3. Holiday Party
Allyn Pearlman
4. Garden Tours
Don Green
5. Hospitality Coordinator Louise Epperson
Members:
Daryl Page
7. Librarian
Ruby H. Adams
8. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
9. Raffle Plants
Cherie and Frank Lee,
Malcolm McCorquodale
10. Seedlings
Provided by Jimmy Woolsey
11. Show & Tell
Chris Nguyen assisted by Wray
Page and Lynn Schermerhorn
12. Members’ and Visitors’ Registrar Ken Gardner,
Noreen Tolman
13. Courtesy
Midge Gorman
14. Webmaster
Joy Reynolds
Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild Charlien Rose, Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Gene Powers
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Bromeliad
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Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388

FIRST CLASS

