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THE DO’S AND THE DON’TS
Do get your dues in now if you want to enjoy all the
benefits of BSHI Memberhip in 2013. Do get your
dues in if you want to enter the Annual Show and participate in the Spring Bromeliad Sale. Do get your
dues in if you want to continue to receive the monthly
Bulletin. Do get your dues in if you want to enjoy the
camaraderie at the monthly meetings. Do get your
dues in if you want to be listed in the 2013 Yearbook.

MEETING DATE:

Tuesday, February 19, 7:30 p.m.

PROGRAM SPEAKER: Rick and Carole Richtmyer
PROGRAM TITLE:

“Great Memories of Brazil”

Rick and Carole will present a slide program on their
2007 trip to Brazil, with updates on seeds collected.
See page 3 for more information on our speakers.
SEEDLING:

Tillandsia caput-medusa

Supplied by Jimmy Woolsey. Picture courtesy of
Birdrock Tropicals and fcbs.org.
MEETING AGENDA:
 Greetings/Call to Order/Member Sale
 Show and Tell
 Cultural Tips
 Meeting
 Break/Refreshments/Buy raffle tickets/Plants
 Raffle
 Adjourn

MARCH PROGRAM:
NEXT BOARD MEETING:

You may pay at the February meeting or send your
dues to: Allyn Pearlman, 6422 Bankside Drive,
Houston, TX 77096.
Don’t pay and you will miss all of the above!
Thanks,

Allyn, Membership Chairperson!
___________________________________________

SPRING BROMELIAD SALE
The Spring BSHI Sale will be on Saturday, April 13,
2013 at Gethsemane United Methodist Church from 9
a.m. – 2 p.m. Please arrive around 8 a.m. to help set
up and help others unload their bromeliads. Boxes
and plastic bags will be appreciated.
The BSHI will not be selling tillandsias this spring at
either of our two sales (there will not be a Fall Bromeliad Sale) other than about 100 Tillandsia ionanthas. Members are encouraged to bring and sell their
tillandsias.

To be announced
Thurs., 3/21, 7:00 p.m.

DEADLINE FOR MARCH BULLETIN:

The split for this Spring Bromeliad Sale will be 60%
to the Member and 40% for the Society.

2/22/13

There will be a member sale at this meeting!

If you want to co-ordinate a lunch menu, please email
what you will be bringing to deliboys@comcast.net.

President’s Page

W

hile lingering over Sunday breakfast, the last Houston Chronicle section I browse through is usually Parade Magazine. Although it is not on a par
with my weekday Wall Street Journal, it does
occasionally have something interesting... say,
a recipe or a cartoon… Recently, my eye was
caught by number 5 in an article about how to
live longer. “True or false: To live longer just
open your window blinds. Answer: True.
Looking out a window onto natural, outdoorsy
scenes may reduce blood pressure and other
markers of stress, several new studies show.
More remarkably, in a 2009 experiment reported in the Lancet, older people in Hong Kong who lived near open, green spaces had longer telomeres, a portion of the DNA strand that often shortens and frays with age. In effect, they had younger cells.”
I admit, I do relish the view out my windows of nature at play and the turning of the seasons … a calming
feeling of “all’s right with the world.” I even tell Verna on occasion that I am going out to the greenhouse to
commune with the Broms.
And how is your Christmas Meeting Bromeliad from last December doing? Ours is ensconced on the Living
Room table and thriving quite well, thank you, under diffuse reflected sunlight and room lighting. Oh, you
say, you do not have one because you did not attend? Well, we would be delighted for you to join with us at
the next gathering this coming December.
And on the subject of joining …. I presume you have renewed your Bromeliad Society/Houston membership. Have you similarly initiated, or renewed, your Bromeliad Society International (BSI) membership?
The form is at http://bsi.org, on the left under About the BSI, How to Join (or Renew). Our own member,
Annette Dominguez (Austin, TX) is Membership Secretary for BSI and will gladly receive your application.
I hope that you take advantage of all Bromeliad Society/Houston has to offer – educational programs, showand-tells, seedlings of the month, sharing cultivation experience with other members, the opportunity to see
and buy plants not available elsewhere locally, and the opportunity to put your plant into a judged show – not
to mention the good food and fellowship. But also, I hope you will give back to others by supporting the objectives of the Bromeliad Society International with your membership.
BSI is in the process of totally updating their website, and BSI now has a Facebook page where you can post
pictures, questions, and comments. After logging in to Facebook, type “Bromeliad Society International” (without quotation marks) in the search box. Highlights for the 2014 World Bromeliad Conference
(WBC) are posted here.

Seedlings of the Month for February — Bring to the meeting if you have one!
February 21, 2012
February 15, 2011
February 16, 2010
February 17, 2009
February 19, 2008
February 20, 2007
February 21, 2006
February 15, 2005

xVriecantarea ‘Seeger’ seedling
Neoregelia ‘Fireball’ pup
Neoregelia ‘Inca’ seedling
Tillandsia ionantha var. ‘maxima’
Guzmania ‘Olive’ (David Meade)
Various Cryptanthus pups (Mollie Sheffield)
Aechmea ‘Starbrite’ (David Meade)
Either Aechmea chantinii (green form), Pepinia sanguinea, or Vriesea ‘Adieu’
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Introducing
Our February Speakers:
Rick & Carole
Richtmyer

P

ictured at left are our speakers and their fellow travelers (including our president,
Gene Powers and Dick and Phyllis
McEuen) taking a welcome break while trekking
through eastern Brazil. The trip was a combined
cactus-bromeliad expedition. Rick and Carole will
present the bromeliad perspective in February’s
program (with a few pictures of cacti thrown in).
Rick and Carole have been growing bromeliads since the 1970s but had never been to this part of Brazil. In
their program, they will share the experience of seeing bromeliads in their native habitat.
Anyone who might want to visit this area should know that Guillermo Rivera continues to lead expeditions to
Brazil and other plant and birding areas.

JIMBO’S NURSERY TO HOST SALE
Jimmy and Joanne Woolsey will once again host a plant sale at their nursery on March 16th. In addition to
BSHI, other societies that are participating are the Fern Society, Plumeria Society and Cactus and Succulent
Society. BSHI Members are encouraged to sell non-bromeliad plants and save your bromeliads for our Spring
and Annual Show and Sale.
The participation of plant societies is a way for Jimbo’s to kick off their Spring opening. Plants should be double tagged just like a regular BSHI sale. If you need a sales number, please contact Allyn Pearlman at 713858-3047 or email at deliboys@comcast.net.
Sale starts at 9 a.m. and ends around 3 or 4 p.m. Hope to see everyone at Jimbo’s on March 18th.

15019 8th Street, Santa Fe, TX 77517
409-925-6933
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CULTURAL TIPS—2013
Pup Removal
By Odean Head

I

have been looking at last year’s article on ‘pup removal’ and it is amazing how close our weather is
this year to last year. Everything is looking like
spring except the calendar. I am going to knock on wood
before I say this but it doesn’t look like we are going to
have much winter. I may be a month early for these tips but
I think that they are so important for the start of our growing
year, so here goes. I hope it’s not the dead of winter when
you get them.
Spring is a very important time for most all plant people and
bromeliad growers are no exception. Since most bromeliads
have a life cycle that includes blooming only one time,
propagation becomes very important. The plants make it
easy for us to do that by producing vegetative offsets, or
pups, for us. This is also a transitional period from winter
growing to summer growing and will require other chores,
but for now we will cover pup removal. This can be a simple process once you build some experience in removing
the pups. However, those first few times; even though you
may know that it is time, or past time they should come off,
it requires some courage to actually make the cut. Later,
after you have passed this stage, you may want to choose
other options that are available to you at that time.
One of the most exciting memories I have of my early bromeliad growing days was seeing my favorite plants beginning to form new pups. In fact, one of the first things I did
when I got home from work was to check for new pups and
pup growth. I was also looking down in the centers for
bloom spikes on the older plants. I remember that it seemed
to take longer to bloom or pup than it should. I’m convinced
now that they bloom and pup faster when you do not watch
too closely. It’s been many years now and I still enjoy seeing my favorite plants putting on beautiful new pups. In
fact, my craze for new mini neos has started my waiting and
watching process for pups all over again.
THE BEST TIME TO REMOVE PUPS
When is the best time to remove pups? This question raises
other questions to be considered before taking action. Are
they large enough to remove? Are you more interested in
maturing the pup or propagating the plant? If the plant is
stoloniferous you may prefer to allow it to form a clump.
Pups should be at least one-third to one-half the size of their

mother. These pups can be removed and potted at any time
of the year if they have roots. Rooting pups is not a problem
but takes longer in lower temperatures. The mix tends to
stay wet longer during these times and with no roots to take
the water into the plant, increases the chances of rotting.
This is especially true with plants that have tender caudexes
such as vrieseas and guzmanias. In fact, I am more cautious
with these pups year round. First, I usually let them grow a
little longer on their mother, then I let the removed pup’s
caudex harden before I pot it. Some people also use
Rootone as an extra precaution against rotting.
The question of maturing the pup vs. propagating the plant.
They grow faster while on their mother (some will mature
in only one year) and if they are cut too small, could stunt
their growth. However, if you remove them as soon as they
are large enough the plants energy will go toward producing
more pups.
If the plant is stoloniferous (plants formed on the end of
extended caudexes/stems from the mother) you may prefer
to leave the pups on allowing them to form a clump. This
will create a pleasing display of your plant when the stolons
are long enough to give them room to form their normal
shape and size. When the stolons are not long enough, the
fast growth could cause the pup to become leggy and lose
the compact shape you would prefer.
Some vrieseas (ex. splendens and its hybrids) may have
only one or two pups which form and come up through the
middle of the mother plant. Since these may be the only
pups that the mother will have and the mother is pretty
much destroyed when removing the pups, I prefer to allow
the pups to grow full size and remove the mother as her
leaves die. This almost guarantees the survival of the pup or
pups. If more than one, they can be separated when their
roots are established.
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PUP REMOVAL
It is normal to be a little apprehensive the first few times
you cut a pup, especially when it is jammed up next to the
mother plant. The pup should be severed somewhere between the pup's roots and the mother plant. If the pup is
jammed next to the mother it’s best to cut as near the mother
plant as possible leaving the best foundation available for
potting the pup firmly in the pot. If I happen to cut into the
soft tissue of the pup I will seal it with Rootone and let it
harden off a little before potting it. Roots will form at the
base of the plant (between the plant and the caudex/stem).
Pups are more easily rooted if potted properly.
I use three different methods for removing pups. I prefer to
use a pair of hand snippers when they are available and
there is plenty of room between the pup and mother to make
the cut. Sometimes the pup will just snap off when I place
the thumb of one hand against the base of the mother plant
and apply some side to side pressure on the pup with the
other hand. Be careful that you do not apply so much pressure that it breaks too close to the pup plant. When this happens, use your rooting hormone to harden it off before planting. There are times when the plant is so close to its mother
that you cannot get to it with snippers and it does not respond to the hand method. In these cases you need a good

The Southwest Bromeliad Guild and
Cryptanthus Society International
Shows are coming this fall!
Reserve the dates: September 6,7,8, 2013, to
be held in Dallas, Texas.
The registration form will be available on
the Greater Dallas-Ft. Worth Bromeliad Society web site next week at:
dfwbromeliads.com

sharp knife to cut it off. A serrated knife is usually more
effective when a sawing motion is needed. Take a long
knife with a sharp point and stick it down into the leaves
until the point of the knife rests on the spot where the pup
connects to the mother. Apply some pressure and with a
little twisting motion try to pop the pup off. If it does not
pop off after a few tries you may have to use a sawing motion to sever it. This procedure would also apply on many
of the large clumps of tillandsias.
Cryptanthus pups that grow between the leaf axils on top of
the mother should be removed when of good size. A little
side to side movement will cause these pups to release when
they are ready. If they do not release easily, let them grow a
little larger before you try again.
Most tillandsias form pleasing clumps even when the pups
are not stoloniferous. I will usually wait to split mounted
tillandsias until they get real crowded.
I will demonstrate the pup removal methods at the meeting
and hopefully we can have some questions and discussion
that will be of benefit to the group.
Houston, TX

Dates to Remember
▪

BS/H Spring Sale, April 13, Gethsemane United Methodist Church

▪

2013 BS/H Show and Sale, April 26-28, Mercer Arboretum

▪

Southwest Bromeliad Guild and Cryptanthus
Society Show and Sale, Dallas, TX, September
6-8, 2013

▪

Judges Symposium, October 12, 2013, Allyn
Pearlman’s condo clubhouse

Jimbo’s Nursery
15019 8th St., Santa Fe,TX 77517
409-925-6933
www.Jimbosnurserytx.com
email: Jimbos3@earthlink.net
We have a large selection of Aechmea, Billbergia, Cryptanthus, Dyckia, Neoregelia, and Tillandsia. Please compare our
prices and our quality.
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February
Birthdays

The Houston Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month
at 7:30 PM
Houston Garden Center
Next meeting will be March 7, 2013

Inez Barres
Lee Denson
Molly Sheffield
Laurie Skov
Vickey Gurka
Tanya Voinche
Richard Beaubouef

Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting third Sunday of month
at 2:00 PM
Next meeting will be February 17, 2013
Houston Garden Center

Kenneth Gardner
Fred Rinebold

2/06
2/15
2/15
2/17
2/18
2/22

2/23
2/28
2/29

Member Message Board

Meeting Refreshments
February is the first chance in
2013 for the N-Zs to step up and
bring some special refreshments
to a meeting. We know the food
will be great, as always, and
coffee and punch will be
furnished by the club.

 Welcome to our new members:


Steven Michael Ramirez
316 W. Ellaine, Pasadena, TX 77506
832-385-2465
stevenmramirez@aol.com



Maylon Lemar Adams
1319 Mayberry Circle, Sugar Land, TX 77479
281-343-8428
samscoop11@aol.com



Daniel Wolf
pandawolf@cox.net

 Members who could use our get-well wishes:
Thanks to the following donors to the January raffle table: Lynn Schmerhorn, Merrill O’Neal
and Jimmy Woolsey.
And the lucky winners were: Don Green, Audrey
VanWright, Charlien Rose, Vickey Gurka and
Deborah Gerstner-Wolf; Judith Neufeld won
the BSI membership.
The raffle brought in $56.



Richard Beaubouef broke his femur on
1/11/2013. He is in rehab at Tuscany Village in
Pearland and will not be able to put any weight
on the leg for 4 months.
 Joan Beaubouef is receiving chemotherapy at
M. D. Anderson for a recurring cancer and is
tolerating it well so far.
 Sam Chism had surgery again 1/22/2013, this
time for a brain hematoma and is doing much
better with a new, programmable shunt.
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific
goals of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.

Officers and Chairmen
Gene Powers
7319 Foster Creek Drive
Richmond, TX 77406
281-633-0936
powersgw@aol.com
Vice President
David Whipkey
Secretary
Charlien Rose
Treasurer
Allyn Pearlman
Past President
Gary Gallick
Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/13
12/31/14
12/31/15
Midge Gorman
Daryl Page
Ruby H. Adams
Scherie Townes Audrey VanWright Vickey Gurka
President

There are two classes of membership:
I.

Individual
Husband and wife

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current year.
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
for more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or emailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly
meetings. Articles and any other information pertinent to
bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.
Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388
planobrom@aol.com

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor Carole Richtmyer
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
Members: Phil Speer, Lynn Schermerhorn,
Ken Gardner
3. Programs Chairman
David Whipkey
Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
Gary Gallick/Gene Powers
II.
Committees of the Board
1. Annual Show
Charlien Rose
2. Bromeliad Culture
Odean Head
Members
Chris Nguyen
3. Holiday Party
Allyn Pearlman
4. Garden Tours
Don Green
5. Hospitality Coordinator Louise Epperson
Members:
Daryl Page
7. Librarian
Ruby H. Adams
8. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
9. Raffle Plants
Cherie and Frank Lee,
Malcolm McCorquodale
10. Seedlings
Provided by Jimmy Woolsey
11. Show & Tell
Chris Nguyen assisted by Wray
Page and Lynn Schermerhorn
12. Members’ and Visitors’ Registrar Ken Gardner,
Noreen Tolman
13. Courtesy
Midge Gorman
14. Webmaster
Joy Reynolds
Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild Charlien Rose, Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Gene Powers
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Bromeliad
Society
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388

FIRST CLASS

