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2013 DUES & YEARBOOK
Carole Richtmyer is currently working on the yearbook and it is scheduled be available at the April
meeting. Contact Carole with any changes to your
personal information ASAP. Please make sure your
dues are paid so you will be listed in the Yearbook
for 2013.
Thanks,

Allyn Pearlman, Membership Chairperson
___________________________________________
MEETING DATE:

Tuesday, March 19, 7:30 p.m.

PROGRAM SPEAKER:
PROGRAM TITLE:

Show Panel
“How to Win a Blue Ribbon”

Wray and Daryl Page, Allyn Pearlman and
Carole Richtmyer will give tips on getting your
plants ready for show: selecting and grooming
the “right” plants, how to put together winning
decorative containers and a helpful tool box will
be covered in this program. See page 3 for more
information on the speakers.
SEEDLING:

IT’S HERE!
SPRING SALE THIS WEEK
The Spring Bromeliad Sale will be on Saturday, April
13th from 9 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. at Gethsemane United
Methodist Church (6856 Bellaire Blvd.). Please bring
boxes and bags for the public purchasing bromeliads.
Food is pretty well arranged for morning and lunch.
If you want to bring something, please do as we always consume what is there to eat. Hope the weather
continues to be nice.

Tillandsia bulbosa ‘Belize’

Supplied by Jimmy Woolsey. Picture courtesy of
Dorothy Berg and fcbs.org.
MEETING AGENDA:

March 20, 2012
March 15, 2011
March 16, 2010
March 17, 2009
March 18, 2008

 Greetings/Call to Order
 Show and Tell
 Cultural Tips
 Meeting
 Break/Refreshments/Buy raffle tickets
 Raffle
 Adjourn

APRIL PROGRAM:
NEXT BOARD MEETING:

Bring your March seedlings-of-the-month
from past years to Show and Tell.
Billbergia ‘Casa Blanca’ seedling.
Vriesea ‘Robin’ seedling.
Tillandsia paleacea ‘Cancun’
Neoregelia ‘Fireball’.
Vriesea fenestralis.

More Show Tips
Thurs., 3/21, 7:00 p.m.

DEADLINE FOR APRIL BULLETIN:

3/22/13

Correction: Please note T. caput-medusae was incorrectly spelled in the February issue..

Pictures courtesy of fcbs.org, Charlie’s
Web and Hawaiian Sunshine Nursery websites

President’s Page

A

principal character in Thornton Wilder’s play “Our Town” exclaims:
“Do any human beings ever realize
life while they live it--every, every minute?”
and later she remarked:
“So all that was going on and we never
noticed.”
This is certainly the time of the year to be noticing! The peculiarities in the plant world can
be astonishing. The Red Yucca that puts up
only a single, very large, bloom spike while
adjacent Red Yucca clumps are still dormant.
The River Birch that consistently waits two
weeks to leaf after its two adjacent Birch have begun their leafing. The internal responses with just a little
difference in timing …. Are you realizing life with your Bromeliads this month? What is going on? What
is astonishing?
Dutch Vandervort, a widely known Bromeliadist, recently died at his retirement home in Mexico. He operated a nursery in California for many years, and I had the opportunity to visit him some years ago, in advance of my flight out of Los Angeles. The Hechtia glabra, which I have shared around the Society, was
bought there. I noted from an interview with him published in a recent Journal of the Bromeliad Society the
following quote:
“My general philosophy is that people without obsessions are not worth knowing. I was obsessed.”
Yes, we are an obsessed bunch. And we are worth knowing. And we can impart knowledge to each other.
How do you prepare for attendance at our monthly meetings? Do you pause and ask yourself, what questions do I have? What knowledge do I need right now to advance the well-being of a specific Bromeliad, or
of my whole collection? Write those questions down and seek answers at the next meeting. We should be a
questioning and learning bunch of obsessed people.
I would like to call your attention to Evan Bartholomew, who is in his second year as Editor of the Journal
of the Bromeliad Society. He is doing a fine job and rapidly bringing the Journal up to date with its bimonthly schedule. He has set as his objective:
“I hope that in my time as editor, I can inspire a new generation of people as well as continuing to
serve those who have already made their lives about bromeliads.”
He recognizes the need to inspire and appeal to the next wave of Bromeliad obsessed.
A note about the February Seedling of the Month (Tillandsia caput-medusae) for those unfamiliar: Care
should be taken to mount plants so that they are oriented in a manner that allows excess water to drain from
the leaves and the base. Has anyone in the Society grown this species successfully and do you have other
advice to offer? In the past, mine have all been delectable nourishment for local squirrels.
Remember, the 2014 WBC will be held on Oahu, Hawaii, with an optional excursion to Bromeliad nurseries
and Volcanoes National Park on the big island, Hawaii. Preliminary information will be available at this
month’s meeting.
This month’s TIP of the MONTH is National Weather Service Forecasts on http://forecast.weather.gov/
You can then make it specific for your location by typing in the desired city and state. It provides a 7 day
forecast for temperature. I put in “Katy” and monitor it to see what I need to do to protect my plants.
Don’t forget we are joining with other plant societies to have a sale at Jimbo’s Nursery March 16. YOU
MAY BRING PLANTS OTHER THAN BROMELIADS TO SELL. See details elsewhere in the Bulletin.
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Introducing
Our March Speakers:

Wray and Daryl Page
Allyn Pearlman
Carole Richtmyer

T

ll of our speakers have been growing bromeliads for
many years, are experienced judges with many blue
ribbons to their credit and a Best in Show or two among them.
They have all served the society in many capacities, including the
BS/H Board of Directors and/or as officers in past years.
They will offer tips on how to choose show the best plants and
then groom them so that they will be blue-ribbon winners, including entries in both artistic and horticultural divisions. Bring your
questions for their expert advice.

JIMBO’S NURSERY TO HOST SALE
Jimmy and Joanne Woolsey will once again host a
plant sale at their nursery on Saturday, March 16th.
In addition to BSHI, other societies that are participating are the Fern Society, Plumeria Society and
Cactus and Succulent Society. BSHI Members are
encouraged to sell non-bromeliad plants and save
your bromeliads for our Spring and Annual Show
and Sale.
The participation of plant societies is a way for Jimbo’s to kick off their Spring opening. Plants should
be double tagged just like a regular BSHI sale. If
you need a sales number, please contact Allyn
Pearlman at 713-858-3047 or email at deliboys@comcast.net.

15019 8th Street, Santa
Fe, TX 77517

Sale starts at 9 a.m. and ends around 3 or 4 p.m.
Hope to see everyone at Jimbo’s on March 16th.

Jimbo’s Nursery
15019 8th St., Santa Fe,TX 77517
409-925-6933
www.Jimbosnurserytx.com
email: Jimbos3@earthlink.net
We have a large selection of Aechmea, Billbergia, Cryptanthus, Dyckia, Neoregelia, and Tillandsia. Please compare our
prices and our quality.
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CULTURAL TIPS—2013

Grooming Plants for Show
By Odean Head

I

t’s nearing showtime and time to groom our plants
for a ‘judged’ show. The reason I said ‘judged’
show is because we have set different grooming
rules for our cultivated entries than those used in nature.
Nature could grow the most beautiful bromeliad in the
world and still not get a blue ribbon in our show. As Valerie
Steckler used to say, ‘God does not win many blue ribbons’
in our grooming rules. Bromeliads serve other purposes in
their habitat than just provide beauty. Anyway, some
grooming is an everyday chore and dead leaves are no more
welcome in our landscape than weeds in the flowerbed.
However, the judging rules require more detail and intense
grooming. Our out of town judges will tell you that our
shows are cleaner than most. Let’s keep it that way.
It’s getting to that time of year when everyone is talking
about show preparations. We are fortunate to have so many
hard working members that are capable and willing to help
with the show. If you are not signed up, you need to. It can
be very rewarding. Our shows are the best opportunities we
have each year to show the public how many different kinds
of bromeliads we grow and how beautifully we can grow
them.
Obviously, the plants need to be entered in the show for the
public to see them. We can all participate in this needed
source. If you have a plant or plants that would improve the
show, you need to enter them. It could be a terrible assumption if too many people assumed that everyone else would
provide all the beautiful plants we need for a beautiful
show.
Let’s all make an honest effort to see if we have any good
show entries. I am including the grooming tips that we have
used before and in most cases you can turn red ribbons into
blue by using them. Our April program will also be on getting plants ready for show which will give some more
sources for tips.
SELECTING PLANTS
Sometimes we have a problem getting started in our selection process because we are looking for a plant that is ready
to be on the head table. I usually have to make several trips
through my collection before I get very many plants to consider. I can move on faster with this process when I decide
to defer making the final evaluations and selections until
after the grooming has been attempted. This will allow me
to be a little more lenient in my initial evaluation. We
should also familiarize ourselves with the show schedule

and try to get entries in as many of the categories as we can
to make it a better balanced show.
CLEANING PLANTS
A good set of tools can help you do a better job with possibly less effort. I have several tools that I select from as
needed. For pulling out tree leaves and debris from the
plant I have a flat end surgical hemostat for pulling out
large concentrations of tree leaves lodged in the top of the
plant. A long needle nose hemostat is used for the deeper
leaves. I also have long, thin tweezers for the tree leaves
that are deep in the plant. I have several sizes of artist
brushes, at least a small, medium and large and some with
long handles to be used for finer cleanup of the plant. I have
scissors and an Exacto blade for trimming plant leaves.
Add a bar of soap and spray bottle and I will probably
think of something else when I start grooming.
If there is a concentration of tree leaves I will remove a majority of them before I start washing. I use a water hose
with a spray nozzle that will furnish a good solid stream
without too much pressure to wash out dirt, tree leaves and
other debris. After the first wash, look deep into the plant
for tree leaves and dirt that did not come out. Be careful
about digging too much with your fingers because you may
break or tear a leaf. It is best to use some long tweezers or a
surgical hemostat to pull out the debris. You can loosen the
stubborn dirt inside the base of the outer leaves with a small
artist brush. Rinse the plant again to remove loosened dirt
and debris. Clean the surfaces of leaves individually. The
cleaning intensity will vary from plant to plant depending
on how delicate the leaf is and whether it has scurf or not.
If it has scurf, be careful not to remove any of it because it
may not regenerate and will be obvious to the judges. On
most of my plants I will suds each leaf with Ivory soap and
a heavy artist brush. If the leaves are not too treacherous I
will pull each leaf through my fingers to loosen the more
stubborn dirt. This should also remove any dead scale that
might be attached to the leaf. If the scale does not rub right
;VÉÇà|Çâxw ÉÇ Ñtzx H<
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off it may still be alive and the plant should be treated with
Safer soap. Scale on show plants is a big NO. Next I rinse
the plant with clean water again using the spray nozzle.
I then set this plant to one side and work on the next plant
while that one is drying. You really can't tell whether some
plants are clean or not until they dry. You may have to go
back and touch up some spots that you missed and rinse
again (be sure to get all of the soap out). If you have any salt
problems, you will need to take some additional steps to remove the salt deposits. Sometimes another soaping of the
salt area will do the job. Let the soap stay on for a little
while and work on another plant. Then rub the salt area
lightly being very careful not to damage the leaf. Pineapple
juice or any citric juice can be helpful on stubborn salt deposits. Some of our members use club soda for this purpose,
successfully. When you use the pineapple juice or any citric
juice, be sure and rinse it well or it may leave a sticky, shiny
film on the plant and be penalized by the judges. The club
soda will not leave the sticky residue. Again, wait until it
dries to be sure that the salt deposits are gone. Some of the
procedures may have to be repeated. It is almost impossible
to completely remove the residue from some of the darker
leaved plants and I will usually go ahead and enter them
when only faint traces are visible. Fortunately, most of the
Houston area has converted their water supply to surface
water that corrected most of this problem.
REPOTTING
It is usually easier to repot a plant than to clean the pot. This
is also a good time to select a pot size that is in proper proportion to the plant. A larger pot will also make it easier to
center the plant and cover any exposed caudex caused by
leaf removal. Do not pot it too deep unless you have something to hide because the judges may assume you are hiding
something and take off accordingly. Also be aware of what
constitutes a standard pot A pretty pot will probably be classified as decorative and be placed in the Artistic, Decorative
Container Division under a different set of judging rules (if
you have some pretty or unusual pots, you should consider
entering this division). Set the plant down and look at its
conformation both from the top and from the side. Straighten the plant if needed and firm the soil around it so that it

will stay straight. Be sure the mix on top is neat. Some use
a special top dressing, but I don't think it’s necessary so long
as it is neat.
TRIMMING LEAVES
Leaf damage is a common cultural problem in growing bromeliads and you can bet money that the judges will see any
that exist. They can also usually see where you have
trimmed. If you have done a good trimming job they may
not take off any points at all unless too many trims were necessary. Before you start cutting try to visualize what effect
the cut will have on the plant’s appearance. If you have to
cut a leaf tip back too far it could change the overall shape of
the leaf as well as the plant’s conformation. Normally you
should trim a leaf tip to its natural shape but how should you
treat a fingernail tip? Analyze the damage and the effect of
the trim before you act. You may want to only trim the
brown, changing its shape rather than take off the color.
You may decide not to trim it at all if it will do more harm
than good. In those cases the judges can usually see your
dilemma and be lenient if there is little else wrong with the
plant. Some trimming of leaf edges close to the base can
also be done where there are no spines but try to keep a
smooth leaf edge.
FINAL EVALUATION FOR SHOW ENTRY
Look at the overall appearance of the plant. Does it appear
healthy and well grown? Does its foliage have the good
sheen or scurf appropriate for the plant? Are the colors rich
and the markings clear? How about its symmetry, is it appropriate? Is the size close to maturity? Check the leaf
damage. Is it too severe? Does it need more grooming?
CAUTION- Do not be over critical. Fix what you can but
expect to be short in one or more of these areas since there
are few, if any, perfect plants.
TRANSPORTING PLANTS
Getting all your plants groomed for show can be frustrating
enough without any trauma on the way to the show. Take
some extra time in packing your plants to make sure they do
not damage each other or topple over. You would be smart
to take some of your cleaning tools and maybe some extra
mix with you for a last minute check just in case you have a
little mishap on the way.
Houston, TX

More Show Information from Charlien Rose:
Date and Place: Friday April 26 through Sunday April 28 at Mercer Arboretum; Show Party Saturday, April 27
If you have a bromeliad(s) or related items for the show party auction, please contact Lindsey and Gordon Stowe, Chris
Nguyen or Steve Reynolds.
If you are planning to enter the show, please pick up your show schedule, entry sheet(s) and entry tags at the March
meeting.
It is time to start selecting entries for the show. Move them into your best available light and keep turning so they will not
grow leaning toward the light. Keep the dry lower leaves removed and be conscientious about watering. Remember, do
not trim any leaves until show time. More information will be available at the meeting and in the April Bulletin.
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March
Birthdays

The Houston
Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org

Annette Dominguez
Odean Head
Sonny Saldivar
Burnell Curtis

Regular meeting first Thursday of month at 7:30 PM
Houston Garden Center
Next regular meeting: April 4, 2013

3/18
3/22
3/26
3/29

Meeting Refreshments
March is a golden opportunity for
the A-Ms to step up and bring
some special refreshments to a
meeting. We know the food will
be great, as always, and coffee
and punch will be furnished by the
club.

Dates to Remember
Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting third Sunday of month
at 2:00 PM
Next meeting will be April 21, 2013
Houston Garden Center
Thanks to the following donors to the February raffle table: Merrill O’Neal, John Schmidt, Carole
Richtmyer, Odean Head, Dohn Brotherton, Faye
Stansberry, Ruby Adams, Chris Nguyen, and
Jim Woolsey.
And the lucky winners were: Rick Richtmyer,
Faye Martin, Diane Montagna, Vickey Gurka,
Burnell Curtis, Louise Epperson, Mary Ellen
Rinebold, Bill Keiser, Judith Neufeld, Lynn
Schermerhorn, Billie Emanuel, and Gene Powers.
The raffle brought in $105.

▪

BS/H Spring Sale, April 13, Gethsemane United Methodist Church

▪

2013 BS/H Show and Sale, April 26-28, Mercer Arboretum

▪

Southwest Bromeliad Guild and Cryptanthus
Society Show and Sale, Dallas, TX, September
6-8, 2013

▪

Judges Symposium, October 12, 2013, Allyn
Pearlman’s condo clubhouse at 6463 Creekbend Drive.

The Southwest Bromeliad Guild and The
Cryptanthus Society International Shows are
coming this fall!
Reserve September 6,7,8, 2013, to be held in Dallas.
The registration form will be available on the Greater
Dallas-Ft. Worth Bromeliad Society web site soon at:
dfwbromeliads.com
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific
goals of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.

Officers and Chairmen
Gene Powers
7319 Foster Creek Drive
Richmond, TX 77406
281-633-0936
powersgw@aol.com
Vice President
David Whipkey
Secretary
Charlien Rose
Treasurer
Allyn Pearlman
Past President
Gary Gallick
Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/13
12/31/14
12/31/15
Midge Gorman
Daryl Page
Ruby H. Adams
Scherie Townes Audrey VanWright Vickey Gurka
President

There are two classes of membership:
I.

Individual
Husband and wife

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current year.
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
for more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or emailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly
meetings. Articles and any other information pertinent to
bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.
Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388
planobrom@aol.com

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor Carole Richtmyer
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
Members: Phil Speer, Lynn Schermerhorn,
Ken Gardner
3. Programs Chairman
David Whipkey
Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
Gary Gallick/Gene Powers
II.
Committees of the Board
1. Annual Show
Charlien Rose
2. Bromeliad Culture
Odean Head
Members
Chris Nguyen
3. Holiday Party
Allyn Pearlman
4. Garden Tours
Don Green
5. Hospitality Coordinator Louise Epperson
Members:
Daryl Page
7. Librarian
Ruby H. Adams
8. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
9. Raffle Plants
Cherie and Frank Lee,
Malcolm McCorquodale
10. Seedlings
Provided by Jimmy Woolsey
11. Show & Tell
Chris Nguyen assisted by Wray
Page and Lynn Schermerhorn
12. Members’ and Visitors’ Registrar Ken Gardner,
Noreen Tolman
13. Courtesy
Midge Gorman
14. Webmaster
Joy Reynolds
Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild Charlien Rose, Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Gene Powers
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Carole Richtmyer
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