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ANNUAL BROMELIAD SHOW
MEANS BROMELIAD SALE TOO!

O

nce again it is almost here! That fun filled weekend of bromeliads and WORK! If you plan on
selling at the Annual Show/Plant Sale on April 26
-28, please contact me to make sure you have a sales
number. Even if you have a number, please email me at
deliboys@comcast.net so I can make a register list for
my helpers!

MEETING DATE:

Tuesday, April 16, 7:30 p.m.

PROGRAM SPEAKER:

Show Panel

PROGRAM TITLE:
“Continuation of “Preparing for the Show”
Gene Powers, Malcolm McCorquodale and Rick
Richtmyer will give tips on getting your plants
ready for show: final grooming and transportation; filling out entry cards; and what makes a
judge say “wow!” See page 3 for more information on the speakers.
SEEDLING:

Neoregelia smithii

Supplied by Jimmy Woolsey. Colorful small Neo
species, likes bright light. Picture courtesy of Luis
Felipe Carvahlo and fcbs.org.
MEETING AGENDA:
 Greetings/Call to Order
 Show and Tell
 Cultural Tips
 Meeting
 Break/Refreshments/Buy raffle tickets
 Raffle
 Adjourn

MAY PROGRAM:

Plastic bags, brown bags and boxes are always appreciated and accepted. Hopefully Phil and Carole Speer will
be bringing our ever refreshing beverage of choice –
WATER!
Hope to see you and good weather for the weekend.

Allyn

SPRING SALE APPROACHING!
The Spring Bromeliad Sale will be on Saturday, April
13th from 9 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. at Gethsemane United Methodist Church (6856 Bellaire Blvd.). Please bring boxes
and bags for the public purchasing bromeliads. Food is
pretty well arranged for morning and lunch. If you want
to bring something, please do as we always consume
what is there to eat. Hope the weather continues to be
nice.

2013 DUES & YEARBOOK!
TBA

NEXT BOARD MEETING:Thurs., July 18 , 7:00 p.m.
DEADLINE FOR MAY BULLETIN:

One of the first things you can do to help is bring bromeliads to sell; if you don’t, we won’t have anything to sell
and there needs to be a great selection for the public to
purchase. But even if you are not selling and wish to
help, you are always welcome to help me at the plants
sales area. We need help answering questions from the
public and also carrying bromeliads to the customer’s
vehicles.

4/22/13

Carole will publish the yearbook and it will be available
at the April Meeting. Please make sure your dues are
paid so you will be listed in the Yearbook for 2013. Our
of town members who wish their yearbook mailed to
them should contact Carole.

President’s Page
“There is something infinitely healing in the
repeated refrains of nature – the assurance that
dawn comes after night, and spring after the
winter.”
Rachel Carson, The Sense of Wonder
(photograph edition, 1998)
And it appears that April is opening with
Spring already here and in full bloom in metro
Houston. The signs are everywhere, including
the yellow coat of pollen on your car. Among
the Broms, there are blooms on Neos,
Aechmea, Orthophytum, Canistrum, and Tillandsia. (Editor: And Cryptanthus, too). But
did you know that April is Poetry Month? “Yes”, you say, “aannddd….?”
Well, I like and enjoy poetry, although my expenditures on poetry books would hardly keep a starving poet
alive. It’s been about 10 years since I bought a poetry book, and even then my purchases were at the Friends
of the Houston Public Library book sale. I mostly enjoy rereading poems I know, like revisiting old friends.
But in honor of April I decided to Google the search string, “Bromeliad poem”. Well I have discovered a
paucity of outpouring from the literati on this subject! Kidding aside, I did find several very impressive poems, two of which I will cite.
From the first, this is the stanza I considered most appropriate, although lacking romance:
“Or wedged on rocky sun blast ledge! Or anchored
As forbidding hedge
for robbers. Barbed.”
(from THE BROMELIAD, by Michael Rothenberg)
The second is “BROMELIAD (Commissioned Memorial)” which you will have to view elsewhere at:
http://www.ruthbarker.com/exhibits/view/130. (It is a poem in unusual context and worth the effort to look
up.) If any member has a Bromeliad poem to share or is moved to create one, type it and put it on the Show
& Tell table for members to view at the next meeting (we won’t ask you to read it!).
Are you putting the grooming skills you learned at the last meeting to good use? Time is drawing ‘nigh for
our Annual Show, Sale, and After-Show Party. If you can’t read your notes from the meeting or were not
able to attend, then retrieve Odean’s article from the Bulletin (saving your copies is a good idea) and go after
those plants!
The Show is our PUBLIC FACE, both as to quantity and to quality. It speaks to who we are, what we are
about, and what makes us obsessed. But it also should show broad participation. If you have never entered
before, is it too much to ask for at least one plant? Surely, if you are growing Bromeliads, you have at
least one plant of which you are proud.
Tip of the Month: To encourage more pups from spent mamas, take the plant out of the pot and put it in the
ground (during growing season). This will sometimes encourage more pups. Bill Baker (deceased) – California Gardens.
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Introducing
Our April Speakers:

Gene Powers,
Malcolm
McCorquodale and
Rick Richtmyer

T

ll of our speakers have been growing bromeliads and entering shows for years. They have all served
the society in many capacities, including the BS/H Board of Directors and/or as officers in past
years, with Gene being our current president and a Director for the BSI. Both Gene and Rick are especially
interested in growing plants from seed and cultivating many different genera while Malcolm tends towards
growing the larger bromeliads. He also is very involved with the Begonia, Fern and Orchid societies.

Pictures are in order of list,
clockwise from top left.

Pictures courtesy of fcbs.org and
Bullis Bromeliads web site.

They will offer tips on how to prepare for the show, including methods of safely transporting your plants, filling out the entry cards, and last but not least — how to choose that special plant that will get on the head table.
Bring your questions for their expert advice.

Bring your April seedlings-of-the-month from past years to Show
and Tell.
April 17, 2012
April 20, 2011
April 20, 2010
April 21, 2009
April 15, 2008
April 17, 2007
April 18, 2006

Neoregelia ‘Sunset’
Neoregelia punctatissima var. rubra (Bulletin listed Neo, bahiana)
Billbergia ‘Casa Blanca’
Cryptanthus marginatus.
Neoregelia ‘Tricolor Perfecta’
Vriesea hieroglyphica
Alcantarea vinicolor
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CULTURAL TIPS—2013

facebook for
Bromeliad Growers

F

By Odean Head

or the last several months I have become more
and more involved in Facebook. I s ll don’t that
much about it but find it intriguing. I know that it
can become very me consuming. I no ce that several of
our society members ac vely par cipate in it. I would be
interested in some feedback from them as to the pros
and cons of Facebook. For instance, I do not know how
groups func on. Since communica on is so easy, maybe
our group could make good use of it. I don’t mind doing
an ar cle if you think it is worthwhile. I would appreciate
your recommenda ons.

From left: Neo. ‘Comet’; Orthophytum harleyi, Vr. erthrodactylon ‘Striata’; Fosterella petiolata

Directions to Mercer Arboretum
Near Bush Intercontinental Airport, Mercer is 22 miles north
of downtown Houston. From I-45 or the Hardy Toll Road,
exit FM 1960 and turn east. At Aldine Westfield Road, turn
left. At the second traffic light (1 1/4 miles), 22306 Aldine
Westfield Road, turn right for the Visitor Center and Gardens.
For out-of-town visitors who are in need of a hotel, there are
some reasonably priced places to stay at the intersection of I45 and FM 1960, which is approximately 3 miles from Mercer, including a Fairfield Inn, Comfort Suites, and La Quinta
Inn. There are also hotels at U.S. 59 and FM 1960, approximately 7 miles away. There are a variety of restaurants at
either location.
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Are you ready for the Show?

Twenty-one entries would be perfect, but fewer will still be appreciated. Classification will be open from noon until 3:00 p.m. on Friday, April 26 and by prior arrangement,
from 8:00 a.m. until 8:30 a.m. on Saturday. Please groom your plants and complete all forms (use a pencil)
before arriving in the Classification holding area.
Party time: Saturday April 27 from 6:30 p.m. until it’s over. Nita Ankenbruck will host the after-show party
and auction and Doug Trahan will be the chef. Country air, great food and Nita's interesting and attractive
yard. What a way to relax!
Please remember to donate items for the auction. The proceeds pay for the food, refreshments and other party
expenses. Chris Nguyen and Steve Reynolds are collecting the auction items. Please let Cherie Lee know
by April 20 what you plan to donate so she will have time to complete the computer files. Several custom
made pieces from the Sprinkle Pottery Studio in Irving, Texas will be available. Way back when Bromeliad
Societies were richer, several of us had pieces custom made by Steve Sprinkle for show awards. Since Steve
now has his own studio and does work for re-enactors across the USA and also for museums, national park
trade stores, living history associations, and a dozen or more traders dealing with living history, his work has
become too expensive for the societies to give as awards, so do not miss this opportunity.
Maps to Mercer Arboretum and Nita's home in Pearland are in this Bulletin (Mercer map on page 4).
See you there!

Charlien Rose and Wray Page, Chairpersons
MAP TO SHOW PARTY—GARDEN TOUR
6:30 P.M. UNTIL IT’S OVER

DIRECTIONS TO NITA ANKENBRUCK’S: SOUTH ON 288 TO 518. LEFT ON 518 T0 O’DAY. TURN NORTH AT THE
CHEVRON STATION, THEN LEFT AT KELLY DRIVE. NITA’S ADDRESS IS 6222 KELLY DRIVE, 3RD HOUSE ON THE
LEFT (281-485-1703).
ALTERNATE DIRECTIONS: BELTWAY 8 TO 35. SOUTH ON 35 TO 518, THEN WEST ON 518. TURN NORTH ON O’DAY
AT THE CHEVRON STATION, THEN LEFT ON KELLY DRIVE, ETC., AS ABOVE.

Jimbo’s Nursery
15019 8th St., Santa Fe,TX 77517
409-925-6933
www.Jimbosnurserytx.com
email: Jimbos3@earthlink.net
We have a large selection of Aechmea, Billbergia, Cryptanthus, Dyckia, Neoregelia, and Tillandsia. Please compare our
prices and our quality.

For more bromeliad action,
plan on attending the River
Ridge Bromeliad Society Show
and Sale in New Orleans on
May 18!
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April
Birthdays

The Houston
Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org

Lucy Melara
Lindsey Stowe
Joanna Smith
Verna Powers
Larry Friedman
Faye Stansberry
Bill Keiser
Lee Rowell
Jo Ann Hanson
Jan Liang
Gene Powers

Regular meeting first Thursday of month at 7:30 PM
Houston Garden Center
Next regular meeting: May 2, 2013

4/02
4/05
4/06
4/17
4/23
4/23
4/25
4/26
4/27
4/29
4/30

Meeting Refreshments
April is a golden opportunity for
the N-Zs to step up and bring
some special refreshments to this
meeting. We know the food will
be great, as always, and coffee
and punch will be furnished by the
club.
Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting third Sunday of month
at 2:00 PM
Next meeting will be April 21, 2013
Houston Garden Center

Thanks to the following donors to the March raffle
table: Daryl and Wray Page, Odean Head, Jimmy Woolsey, Ruby Adams, Rick and Carole
Richtmyer and Merrill O’Neal.
And the lucky winners were: Bill Keiser, Billie
Emanuel, Deborah Gerstner-Wolf, Vickey Gurka, Charlien Rose, Don Green and Fred and
Mary Ellen Rinebold.
The raffle brought in $73.

Dates to Remember
▪

BS/H Spring Sale, April 13, Gethsemane United Methodist Church

▪

2013 BS/H Show and Sale, April 26-28, Mercer Arboretum

▪

BS/H ABCs Picnic, Saturday, June 22, at Ray
and Cynthia Johnson’s house, Beaumont, TX

▪

Southwest Bromeliad Guild and Cryptanthus
Society Show and Sale, Dallas, TX, September
6-8, 2013

▪

Judges Symposium, October 12, 2013, Allyn
Pearlman’s condo clubhouse at 6463 Creekbend Drive.
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific
goals of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.

Officers and Chairmen
Gene Powers
7319 Foster Creek Drive
Richmond, TX 77406
281-633-0936
powersgw@aol.com
Vice President
David Whipkey
Secretary
Charlien Rose
Treasurer
Allyn Pearlman
Past President
Gary Gallick
Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/13
12/31/14
12/31/15
Midge Gorman
Daryl Page
Ruby H. Adams
Scherie Townes Audrey VanWright Vickey Gurka
President

There are two classes of membership:
I.

Individual
Husband and wife

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current year.
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
for more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or emailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly
meetings. Articles and any other information pertinent to
bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.
Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388
planobrom@aol.com

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor Carole Richtmyer
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
Members: Phil Speer, Lynn Schermerhorn,
Ken Gardner
3. Programs Chairman
David Whipkey
Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
Gary Gallick/Gene Powers
II.
Committees of the Board
1. Annual Show
Charlien Rose
2. Bromeliad Culture
Odean Head
Members
Chris Nguyen
3. Holiday Party
Allyn Pearlman
4. Garden Tours
Don Green
5. Hospitality Coordinator Louise Epperson
Members:
Daryl Page
7. Librarian
Ruby H. Adams
8. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
9. Raffle Plants
Cherie and Frank Lee,
Malcolm McCorquodale
10. Seedlings
Provided by Jimmy Woolsey
11. Show & Tell
Chris Nguyen assisted by Wray
Page and Lynn Schermerhorn
12. Members’ and Visitors’ Registrar Ken Gardner,
Noreen Tolman
13. Courtesy
Midge Gorman
14. Webmaster
Joy Reynolds
Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild Charlien Rose, Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Gene Powers
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Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388

FIRST CLASS

