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Picture left, Allyn Pearlman’s entry
representing the Lou Trahan Artistic
Sweepstakes award.in the BS/H 2013
show.

Introducing Our
June Speaker:

Phil Speer

O

ur 2013 ABCs
speaker will be Phil
Speer. Phil will be leading a “hands-on” program; he will be demonstrating techniques for planting bromeliads.
MEETING DATE: Saturday, June 22, 10:00 .a.m.
PROGRAM:

The ABCs of Bromeliads

Plan on attending the “ABCs of Bromeliads”
for an informative yet fun get-together. You
will learn about bromeliads, see Ray and
Cynthia Johnson’s greenhouse, visit, eat,
drink and have one good time. Phil Speer
will demonstrate potting techniques; pups
and potting materials will be supplied by
Jimmy Woolsey. See page 5 for directions.
Everyone who plans to attend the ABCs picnic is asked to bring a covered dish (salad,
vegetable or dessert), as lunch will be served.
More information about our speaker follows
on this page.
NEXT BOARD MEETING:

June 20, 7:30 p.m.

JULY PROGRAM:
DEADLINE FOR JULY BULLETIN:

Phil joined the Bromeliad Society/Houston in
1985. He’s served in different capacities within the
Society, including several terms on the Board of Directors, as Sales Chairman and as Treasurer. Phil has
continued working with plant sales since 1990 as he
believes it is a good way to meet people and tell them
about bromeliads. Phil’s collection of almost 1000
bromeliads consists mainly of Cryptanthus, Dyckias,
and Billbergias.
Most members are familiar with Phil’s skill and talent
using Stained Glass and various types and colors of
wood to create artworks. He has presented programs
to several of the Southwest Guild Bromeliad Societies
in Texas and Louisiana, and to several Garden Clubs
around the Clear Lake Area.
Join Phil at the ABCs picnic in Beaumont to see how
he grows the beautiful bromeliads in his collection.
xxx

TBA
6/25/13

More pictures from the BS/H 2013 annual
show, “Bromeliads: Spectacular Beauties”
in this issue, pages 1, 2, 3, 4 and 6.

Winner of Division X,
Section A, Judges,
Aechmea orlandiana
entered by Ken Gardner.

President’s Page
“Those who contemplate the beauty of the earth find reserves of
strength that will endure as long as life lasts.” Rachel Carson, The
Sense of Wonder (photograph edition, 1998)
When I joined Bromeliad Society/Houston back in 1978, I trudged
10 miles through the snow to attend meetings ….
You’ve no doubt heard old-timer stories such as the above. Just kidding – but things have changed, and changed a lot! Back in that
time, Bromeliad information of all types was hard to come by. We
even had a small Study Group led by Charlien Rose that was dedicated to information gathering and that met on a different night than
the regular meeting.
Today there are many books that have been published on many aspects of Bromeliads. The Internet makes lots of information available, to the extent that you have to be selective in what you spend
time reading. Articles, popular and scientific, magazines, Bromeliad
Society newsletters, catalogs, photo indexes, etc. are readily available from your home computer. And, for the more venturesome, public libraries offer on-line access to data
base searches of scientific literature not appearing on the Internet.
Yes, things have changed, but have we changed, sufficiently?
Bromeliad Society/Houston has 5 stated objectives in its By-Laws. Objective b. is “to increase the
knowledge of Bromeliads through the interchange and dissemination of information”. How then do we apply this objective to the wealth of electronic information now available to us?
Do you know how to pronounce the names of the Bromeliads you have? - the Bromeliads you see in our annual shows? This is a basic skill that every member should master. It was considered sufficiently important
that a guide to pronouncing genus and species names took up 11 pages of the December 1975 BS/H Bulletin.
(O.K., you got me. I was not a member in 1975, and how I came to have a copy is another story.)
Now my mind divides information into two categories: that which I need right now, and that which I may/
will need in the future. There needs to be a way for me to quickly recall the latter category at time of need. I
would guess that few of you have the December 1975 BS/H Bulletin near at hand. But electronic sources
make this task easy.
Enter the following search string into Google: how pronounce Bromeliad species names
This will provide several “hits”, among which is George Kalmbacher’s extensive list that appeared in the
July-August and September-October issues of The Bromeliad Society Bulletin in 1969. (The Bulletin is now
Journal of the Bromeliad Society and many back issues are available on-line.) Another “hit” that may appeal
is a youtube site where Bromeliad is audibly pronounced.
Perhaps one way of applying Objective b. in our By-Laws is to call attention to those most worthy sites of
Bromeliad information. Members could nominate a favorite site and describe its benefit. We could publish
several URLs with brief descriptions of content in our Bulletin each month and then post them to an accumulating list on our website. Let me know what you think of this proposal, and any tweaks you want to suggest.
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More 2013
BS/H Show
Winners!

(Right)
Bromeliaceae,
Div. III Sec. A
winner (Single
Blooming) was
Orthophytum
harleyi shown
by Cynthia
Johnson.

(Right)
Pitcairnioideae
Div. I , Sec. A
winner ( Single
Plant ), Dyckia
’Mercury’ X
retzii v. rubra
shown by Gene
Powers

(Left)
Bromeliaceae,
Div. III Sec.
B winner
(Single Foliage) was
Cryptanthus
warasii
shown by
Rick
Richtmyer.

(Left)
Pitcairnioideae
Div. I , Sec. B
winner ( Multiple Plants ),
Pit.. orchidifolia, shown by
Rick Richtmyer

(Right) Div. III, Tillandsioideae, Sec. A
winner (Single Plant)
was
Tillandsia
ehlersiana shown by
Margo Racca.
(Below) Div. III Sec. B
winner Multiple Plants),
was Vriesea erythrodactylon ‘Striata’, shown by
Rick Richtmyer.

(Right)
Bromeliaceae, Div.
III Sec. C winner
(Multiple Blooming)
was Neoglaziovia
variegata shown by
Cynthia Johnson.
(Below Right) Members Choice winner
was Orthophytum
burle-marxii shown
by Steve Reynolds.

(Above Middle) Bromeliaceae, Div. III Sec. D winner (Multiple Foliage) was
Aechmea contracta shown by Rick Richtmyer..
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CULTURAL TIPS—2013
Summer Chores For Bromeliads
By Odean Head

I

’m sure
that the
temperatures will climb
higher as we go
further
into
summer. However, most of
our days are
already reaching into the low
nineties so we
need to be preparing for the needed summer related
precautions, too much light and too little water.
This year I am adding additional priorities to my already hectic transition period from winter to summer
growing. I’m not old yet but it’s sort of like summer,
I know its coming. I want to keep growing a lot of
plants and enjoy doing it. The plants don’t have to be
large and I don’t have to have all of the genera. Anyway, I am making some changes in my structure that
I hope will help me do this. It’s a time consumer and
I hope that I can get it all done before I have to stop
and get ready for another winter.
Some of our plants that respond well in high light are
reaching their maximum color now but could exceed
their limits as the temperatures rise. Watch for color
fading. Better still, if the plant is receiving some direct sun, go ahead and move to lower light or provide
some additional shading. If you feel the color is

maximal it is better not to press your luck. (This is
experience talking). However, during my construction I found it necessary to make several temporary
moves of plants. When their destination was ready
and I went to move them, I realized that I had left
several trays in full sun much longer than intended.
The color had started to bleach in a few but most of
the other plants had more color than I have seen in
them. Most of our plants would prefer more light
than we give them. If you have the time to observe
your favorite plant’s maximal light and provide it,
you will put more of them on the head table.
Probably the most important chore that we have is
watering. This is our plants’ peak growing period
and they need sufficient water for good growth. I
don’t want to encourage over watering, they still
need to dry out some. Just be conscious of the plants
need for more water and don’t allow them to become
dehydrated.
Remedial Care – Move faded and burned plants to
lower light and give frequent watering to dehydrated
plants. Some plants are more forgiving than others
but most will at least produce pups.
This is a good time of year to remove pups and also
to mount them. Roots will form faster now and give
them a fast start in growth to maturity in their new
environment.
Houston, TX
(Middle) Best
Div. IV Sec. 4A
Intergeneric,
Neo. ‘Purple
Star’ X Ortho.
navioides shown
by Carole
Richtmyer.

(Right) Best
Div. V Sec. B
Single Foliage,
(Left) Best Div. V Sec. 5A Horticultural Ae. orlandiana
Display Single Blooming, Till. fasicula- ‘Snowflake’
ta shown by John Schmidt.
entered by David Whipkey.
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The ABCs

R

emember our June meeting moves away from its usual location in the Houston Garden Center, due to
traditionally crowded conditions in Hermann Park during our normal meeting week. This year we will
again meet at Ray and Cynthia Johnson’s house in Beaumont. The date is Saturday, June 21, and the hours
are 10:00 a.m. until 2:30 p.m. (or really "until whenever").
The June meeting traditionally combines:
 Good food
 Lots of opportunity for information swap, conversation and bragging rights (“My bromeliad is bigger
than your bromeliad”)
 Learning opportunities by viewing the Johnson’s bromeliad displays, greenhouses and collection, and
participating in the ABCs.
The “ABCs” are reviews of selected aspects of the bromeliad hobby. This year Phil Speer will share his
many years of growing expertise for the benefit of new and experienced growers alike .
The Johnson’s address is 13330 Alaskan Drive, Beaumont, TX 77713. If you miss a turn, their telephone
number is 409-753-3652.
From Houston, depending on where you live, you can take Interstate 10, US 90, or FM 1960 to US 90. US
90 joins I-10 before the exit for US 69 North in Beaumont, so everyone should take that exit.
From US 69 North, turn west (left) on Texas 105. From Texas 105 turn north (right) on Sweetgum Road at
the “City of Bevil Oaks” sign. Continue to Alaskan Drive (5 blocks past the Baptist Church) and turn east
(right) to 13330 (2 blocks, second house from the end on the left).

More 2013 BS/H Show Winners
(Left) Best in Division V, Horticultural Displays, Section 5D was Tillandsia funckiana
shown by Rick Richtmyer.
(Right) Best in Section 5C (Multiple Blooming)
was Tillandsia ionanthua ‘Fuego’, ‘Mexicana’
and ‘Rosea’ entered by Wray Page.
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June Birthdays

The Houston
Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org

Cherie Lee
Billie Emanuel
John Sarkisian
Ken King
Gordon Stowe
Mary Ellen Rinebold

Regular meeting first Thursday of month at 7:30 PM
Houston Garden Center
Next regular meeting: June 27, 2013

6/01
6/09
6/12
6/17
6/17
6/18

Dates to Remember
Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting third Sunday of month
at 2:00 PM
Next meeting will be June 16, 2013
Houston Garden Center

▪

BS/H ABCs Picnic, Saturday, June 22, at Ray
and Cynthia Johnson’s house, Beaumont, TX

▪

Southwest Bromeliad Guild and Cryptanthus
Society Show and Sale, Dallas, TX, September
6-8, 2013

▪

Judges Symposium, October 12, 2013, Allyn
Pearlman’s condo clubhouse at 6463 Creekbend Drive.



BSI World Bromeliad Conference,
“Bromeliads in Paradise,” Honolulu, Hawaii,
September 8-14, 2014.

Thanks to all those who donated to the Rare
Plant Auction held at our May meeting:
“The Conglomerate”: Charlien Rose, Lindsey and Gordon Stowe, Wray and Daryl
Page and Chris Nguyen
Sam Chism
Gary Gallick
Don Green
Odean Head
Jimbo’s Nursery (Jimmy and
Joanne Woolsey)
Margo Racca
Steve Reynolds
Rick and Carole Richtmyer
Lynn Schermerhorn
John Schimdt
Molly Sheffield
David Shigii
Bryan Windham
The total amount received was $2215!
If anyone was inadvertently omitted, please contact
the Editor so we can print a correction next month.

And One More:
(Right) Winner in Di-

vision VIII, Section A,
Decorative Containers, was Allyn Pearlman with Cryptanthus
‘Jennifer’.

Jimbo’s Nursery
15019 8th St., Santa Fe,TX 77517
409-925-6933
www.Jimbosnurserytx.com
email: Jimbos3@earthlink.net
We have a large selection of Aechmea, Billbergia, Cryptanthus, Dyckia, Neoregelia, and
Tillandsia. Please compare our prices and our
quality.
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific
goals of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.

Officers and Chairmen
Gene Powers
7319 Foster Creek Drive
Richmond, TX 77406
281-633-0936
powersgw@aol.com
Vice President
David Whipkey
Secretary
Charlien Rose
Treasurer
Allyn Pearlman
Past President
Gary Gallick
Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/13
12/31/14
12/31/15
Midge Gorman
Daryl Page
Ruby H. Adams
Scherie Townes Audrey VanWright Vickey Gurka
President

There are two classes of membership:
I.

Individual
Husband and wife

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current year.
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
for more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or emailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly
meetings. Articles and any other information pertinent to
bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.
Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388
planobrom@aol.com

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor Carole Richtmyer
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
Members: Phil Speer, Lynn Schermerhorn,
Ken Gardner
3. Programs Chairman
David Whipkey
Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
Gary Gallick/Gene Powers
II.
Committees of the Board
1. Annual Show
Charlien Rose
2. Bromeliad Culture
Odean Head
Members
Chris Nguyen
3. Holiday Party
Allyn Pearlman
4. Garden Tours
Don Green
5. Hospitality Coordinator Louise Epperson
Members:
Daryl Page
7. Librarian
Ruby H. Adams
8. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
9. Raffle Plants
Cherie and Frank Lee,
Malcolm McCorquodale
10. Seedlings
Provided by Jimmy Woolsey
11. Show & Tell
Chris Nguyen assisted by Wray
Page and Lynn Schermerhorn
12. Members’ and Visitors’ Registrar Ken Gardner,
Noreen Tolman
13. Courtesy
Midge Gorman
14. Webmaster
Joy Reynolds
Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild Charlien Rose, Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Gene Powers
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Bromeliad
Society
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388

FIRST CLASS

