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Introducing Our September
Speaker:

Nancy Greig

MEETING DATE:

Tuesday, Sept. 17, 7:30 p.m.

PROGRAM SPEAKER:

Nancy Greig

PROGRAM TITLE:
“All About Butterflies and How to Grow Them”
Nancy’s program will describe some basic information about butterflies and how to attract them.
SEEDLING:

Cryptanthus bahianus rubra

Supplied by Jimmy Woolsey. Picture by Michael
Andreas, courtesy of fcbs.org.
MEETING AGENDA:
 Greetings/Call to Order/Member Sale
 Show and Tell
 Cultural Tips
 Meeting
 Break/Refreshments/Buy plants/raffle tickets
 Raffle
 Adjourn

OCTOBER PROGRAM:
NEXT BOARD MEETING:

Dennis Cathcart
Thurs., 11/21/13, 7 p.m.

DEADLINE FOR OCTOBER BULLETIN: 9/22/13

Member Sale at the September meeting!
Remember, we are now meeting at the
West Gray Multi-Service Center.

Nancy Greig
grew up in
Calgary, Alberta, Canada
where she
suffered
greatly from
the lack of
biodiversity
and the long
cold winters.
As soon as
she could she
moved south,
and after a
couple of years living in Mexico, ended up at the
University of Texas in Austin. There she first got a
degree in linguistics and several years later, a Ph.D.
in tropical plant ecology.
Her experience in the tropical rainforests of Costa
Rica and subsequent travels to other tropical areas
inspired her continuing love of plants and the insects
that eat them. She has lived in Houston working as
the director of the Cockrell Butterfly Center at the
Houston Museum of Natural Science since 1994.
Many people are enthusiastic about the prospect of
"gardening for butterflies." However, it's important
to know a little bit about butterflies before getting
started. This talk will cover the basics, in particular
the life cycle from egg to adult, and the feeding preferences of baby butterflies (aka caterpillars). You'll
also learn about some favorite beverages imbibed by
adults (butterflies that is).
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President’s Page
e have experienced our first meeting in the temporary location
we will be using for a year or so. I would like your feedback,
please….

Some years ago while I was gainfully employed, an associate coined the
term, “negative guidance”. He used this term to refer to guidance that was
offered him but which provided nothing on which he could take action.
Hopefully, if you do offer feedback, it will be positive guidance.
For starters, consider these:
Retain the seating orientation, facing westward, i.e., laterally wide but
shallow.. If we rotated 90 degrees, attendees in the rear would be too far
away from the speaker.
The projector screen must be flat against the wall bookshelves and flanked by tables for Show & Tell on one
side and Plant Sales on the other, as we had it in August. The screen is desirable since it can be raised to the
ceiling, providing visibility over the head of the person in front of you.
There were 60 chairs set up in August, 30 to each side of the center aisle, and we had about 52 attendees.
There should be one less chair on the right hand end of the right hand rows to reduce a traffic pinch point in
front of the Plant Sales tables.
There should be one less chair on one side or the other down the center aisle so that there is passage around
the projector stand. That reduces 60 chairs by 6, leaving 54, which is not enough. We must have a fourth
row of chairs somehow, particularly for October when Dennis Cathcart is our speaker. The only way I see
to do this is to eliminate the 2 Food tables or move them outside the room to the lobby. This would necessitate covering the food when we are in meeting to signal it is not generally available.
Position the Registration table outside the room to remove a traffic constriction.
Keep the Raffle tables outside the room.
We need the PA system which Mary Hughes promised to have available in September.
This summarizes suggestions I heard at the August meeting and observations of my own. Do you have additional (positive guidance) suggestions? Do you take issue with any of the above suggestions? “I’m in the
book!” (Directory)

Thanks to the following donors to the August raffle table: Cindy Strickland, Daryl & Wray Page, Sam
Chism, Rick & Carole Richtmyer, Lindsey Stowe, Jan Garver, Jimmy Woolsey, Chris Nguyen, Fred &
Mary Ellen Rinebold.
And the lucky winners were: Dan Greenwood, Lindsey Stowe, Faye Martin, Bruce Rankin, Ruby Adams,
Albert Howell, Audrey Van Wright, Charlien Rose, Mary Ellen Rinebold, Gene Powers, Joanne Woolsey, Vickey Gurka and Don Green.
The raffle brought in $60.
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HOLIDAY MEETING
The Christmas Meeting will be here in less than three
APPROACHING AT A FAST months. Where has the year gone? Reservations are
SPEED
$40 per person + a cash bar. The $40 includes wonderful food, great service, Louise Epperson’s spectacular
bromeliad table decorations and great holiday gift
plants from Jimmy and Joanne Woolsey. You don’t
want to miss our fun filled event.
Lindsey and Gordon Stowe will be gathering bromeliads
and bromeliad related items for the auction. PLEASE
get a list of your auction items to them early so they
may have them entered into the computer.
Dinner choices which will be taken at the restaurant include: 8 oz. sirloin steak and shrimp, center cut pork
chop, chicken Laredo with melted jack cheese, grilled
onions, avocado, chopped tomatoes and poblano peppers topped with chopped cilantro and Cotija cheese,
12 oz. rib eye or baby back ribs plus your choice of dessert. The meal also includes a choice of sides, Shiner
Bock Beer Bread, choice of dinner salad, Caesar salad or
cup of soup. Allyn Pearlman will be taking your reservations and money starting with the September meeting. Thanks!

Southwest Guild Show Results
Fresh from the Southwest Bromeliad Guild and International Cryptanthus Show in Dallas September 6-8, here
are the show winners.
Winner of the Mulford
Foster Best in Show
Horticulture award was
Tillandsia funckiana
(left) entered by Rick
Richtmyer. Winning the
Morris Henry Hobbs
Best in Show Artistic
award was the artistic
arrangement “Eternal
Flame” using Cryptanthus ‘Corrine’, entered
by Allyn Pearlman.
More show results and
pictures, including the
Cryptanthus show, will
appear in the October
bulletin.
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CULTURAL TIPS—2013

Water
By Odean Head
How is your
summergrowing going
this year? Better than me, I
hope.
Of
course, I usually expect to
suffer
some
damages (too
many plants).
We can minimize our damages by providing adequate watering and reducing heat/light intensity. We
continue to learn through experiences in our own environment. We will be talking about watering needs
this month.
Most of us grow outdoors so we will take into consideration the amount of rain, dew and humidity the
plants receive. If you are growing indoors you need
to mist the plant about twice a week in addition to
your watering in order to prevent drying of the leaves
by the low humidity.
Generally, plants that are equipped with a cup should
not be allowed to become too dry. This is not critical
but when it happens any salts in the water used and
any fertilizer that may be in the cup will become concentrated and could damage the center of the plant
and/or burn the leaf edges near the base of the plant.
You will also loose the lower leaves much faster
when the plant is dry. Some plants prefer to grow
wetter than others. This applies to most terrestrials
and guzmanias. Many of the minis need more frequent watering because of their limited water holding
capacity. This is also true of mounted plants because
they have lost their source of water through their
roots. Experience in growing in your medium and
environment will help you develop these specific
needs.
Rain water is certainly best when it is available. Last
month’s program on capturing and storing rainwater
could be a solution for some of our members. Grow-

ing outdoors does help with the watering, the quality
of water and the humidity. If you use city water and it
contains excessive salts, flushing of the plant, preferably by a good rain, periodically will reduce the
chances of salt damages. Houston’s subsidence problems has required that it convert to the use of surface
water which is improving the quality of water for our
bromeliads. I have noticed a big improvement in
mine.
Bromeliads are like most other plants in that they will
tell you when they become stressed from being too
dry. Leaves will begin to curl and the plant will become dehydrated and look sick. You can correct this
condition if you catch it quick enough but it will take
some TLC. You can take your dehydrated Tillandsias and immerse them in a bucket or tub of water and
let them stay there for several hours. Sit terrestrials
such as Cryptanthus, Dyckias and Hechtias in a container of water and allow the medium to remain saturated for a few days. (This is my normal watering
procedure for these plants when they are in individual
pots. It is difficult and sometimes impossible to water well from the top when the plant has clumped).
Dehydrated plants whose leaves form cups will normally require special attention from both the bottom
and the top of the plant. First, pour water in the top of
the cup. If the leaves have stuck together, you may
need to pour water in several times. You can also
assist the water flow by placing your hands around
the base of the plant and squeezing it a few times. If
the center leaves have quilled (stuck together) extra
steps will be required. After pouring water in the restricted cup, let it set for a while then try opening the
leaves by sticking your finger down through the center. Don't force too hard or you will split the leaf.
Usually, plants in this condition will take up water
faster than normal and you will need to water more
frequently for a while. The roots also need to be saturated by either continuous wetting from the top of
the pot or by setting it in a container of water.
;VÉÇà|Çâxw ÉÇ Ñtzx H<
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Even though the odds are pretty good for saving the plants life, it is better to avoid long periods of stress.
These can cause permanent cultural damage to the leaf structure. We need to pay more attention to the increased moisture requirements of our plants during the hot days of summer.
Houston, TX

Bring your September seedlings-of-the-month from past years to
Show and Tell.

2011: (Right)
A selection of
Dyckias,
Cryptanthus and
Billebergias.

2012: (Above) Cryptanthus ‘It’. Picture
courtesy of the fcbs.org web site.
2009: (Left) A
green, large-growing
Aechmea hybrid. by
Nat DeLeon, apparently unnamed and
unregistered. Picture
courtesy of the Dragon Agro website.

2010: Above, Neoregelia ‘Lila’. Picture
from the fcbs.org website.

2008 (Right) Neoregelia
‘Martin’. Picture courtesy of
fcbs.org website.

2007:
Neoregelia
‘Tangerine’.
Picture courtesy
of fcbs.org website.
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September
Birthdays

The Houston
Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month at 7:30 PM
First Christian Church
1601 Sunset Blvd
Next regular meeting: October 3, 2013

Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting third Sunday of month
at 2:00 PM
Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center
2020 Hermann Drive
Next regular meeting: September 15, 2013

Dates to Remember
▪

Judges Symposium, October 12, 2013, Allyn
Pearlman’s condo clubhouse at 6463 Creekbend Drive.

▪

BS/H Holiday Party, Saturday December 7,
Saltgrass Steakhouse



BSI World Bromeliad Conference,
“Bromeliads in Paradise,” Honolulu, Hawaii,
September 8-14, 2014.

It happened again…
For some reason, the pro-

gram the Editor uses
(blame it on Microsoft)
left off two birthdays in
the August bulletin. Although it was quickly
corrected online, in case
you missed it, Belated
Happy Birthday Wishes
go to Charlien Rose
(8/31) and Steve Reynolds (8/31).

Tommy Emanuel
John Schmidt
Clint Martin
Sandy Allen
Phil Speer
Noreen Tolman
Don Green
Chris Krumrey
Debbie Gerstner-Wolf
Jimmy Woolsey
Oscar Allen
David Whipkey
Daryl Page
Debbie Taylor
Sheila Skov
Mildred Solomon
Ruth Munson
Noah Johnson
Beth Whitley

9/03
9/05
9/08
9/09
9/12
9/12
9/13
9/14
9/15
9/16
9/20
9/21
9/22
9/24
9/25
9/27
9/28
9/30
9/30

Meeting Refreshments
September is a golden opportunity for
the N-Zs to step up and bring some
special refreshments to this meeting.
Even in our new location, we know the
food will be great, as always, and
coffee and punch will be furnished by
the club.

Jimbo’s Nursery
Plant Sale
Saturday, September 21,2013

9am – 3pm
St. Luke’s Methodist Gethsemane Campus
6856 Bellaire Blvd. Houston
Unique Tropical Plants, Bromeliads,
Cactus and Succulents, Plumeria

Members are welcome to bring plants to sell and join the fun.
For details call Jimmy (409)789-1277 or
email: Jimbos4@earthlink.net
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific
goals of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.

Officers and Chairmen
Gene Powers
7319 Foster Creek Drive
Richmond, TX 77406
281-633-0936
powersgw@aol.com
Vice President
David Whipkey
Secretary
Charlien Rose
Treasurer
Allyn Pearlman
Past President
Gary Gallick
Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/13
12/31/14
12/31/15
Midge Gorman
Daryl Page
Ruby H. Adams
Scherie Townes Audrey VanWright Vickey Gurka
President

There are two classes of membership:
I.

Individual
Husband and wife

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current year.
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
for more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or emailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly
meetings. Articles and any other information pertinent to
bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.
Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388
planobrom@aol.com

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor Carole Richtmyer
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
Members: Phil Speer, Lynn Schermerhorn,
Ken Gardner
3. Programs Chairman
David Whipkey
Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
Gary Gallick/Gene Powers
II.
Committees of the Board
1. Annual Show
Charlien Rose
2. Bromeliad Culture
Odean Head
Members
Chris Nguyen
3. Holiday Party
Allyn Pearlman
4. Garden Tours
Don Green
5. Hospitality Coordinator Louise Epperson
Members:
Daryl Page
7. Librarian
Ruby H. Adams
8. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
9. Raffle Plants
Cherie and Frank Lee,
Malcolm McCorquodale
10. Seedlings
Provided by Jimmy Woolsey
11. Show & Tell
Chris Nguyen assisted by Wray
Page and Lynn Schermerhorn
12. Members’ and Visitors’ Registrar Ken Gardner,
Noreen Tolman
13. Courtesy
Midge Gorman
14. Webmaster
Joy Reynolds
Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild Charlien Rose, Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Gene Powers
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Society
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388

FIRST CLASS

