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Meet our November Speaker:

Charlie Birdsong
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MEETING DATE:
PROGRAM SPEAKER:

Tuesday, Nov. 19, 7:30 p.m.
Charlie Birdsong

PROGRAM TITLE:
“An Overview of the Bromeliad Genus Neoregelia”
The program will highlight the genus Neoreglia
with particular emphasis on the Amazonian members of the subgenus Hylaeaicum — what they look
like and how they can add to your collection.
SEEDLING:

Dyckia choristaminea ‘Frazzle Dazzle’

Supplied by Jimmy Woolsey. Picture courtesy of the
Yuccado website.
MEETING AGENDA:
 Plant Sale/Greetings/Call to Order
 Show and Tell
 Cultural Tips
 Meeting
 Break/Refreshments/Buy raffle tickets/Plant

Sale
 Program
 Raffle
 Adjourn
DECEMBER PROGRAM:
NEXT BOARD MTG.:

harlie developed an
interest in Bromeliads from his parents in
the late 1960’s while
living in New Orleans.
He moved to Baton
Rouge in 1963 to attend
LSU and has lived there
ever since. He started
his bromeliad collection
with Mulford Foster
plants he and his parents had been given by
Erik Knoblock.
Since the Bromeliad Society of Baton Rouge was formed in
1975, Charlie has served in every office and still serves
today as President. He is the Baton Rouge representative to
the Southwest Bromeliad Guild as well as the BSI Affiliate
Shows Chairman and the BSI Director for Louisiana. He
has attended many World Conferences and chaired the auction at three Conferences. He co-chaired the Southwest
Guild and Cryptanthus show when it was held in Baton
Rouge. Charlie is a Master Judge and has judged over 65
Shows since accreditation in 1996.
Charlie is a popular speaker at local garden clubs and other
plant and bromeliad societies throughout Louisiana, Texas
and Florida. He also has written articles for the BSI Journal
and local society plant bulletins including a number of short
articles for the Greater New Orleans Bromeliad Society

bulletin Potpourri.

Holiday Party!!!
Thurs, 11/21/13, 7:30 p.m.

DEADLINE FOR JAN. 2014 BULLETIN:

12/30/13

Member Sale at this meeting!
Join us at the West Gray Multi-Service Center.

He grows many different genera and although Billbergias
are his favorites, most of his over two thousand plants are
Neoregelias. His collection suffered an extreme loss in the
freezes of January 2010. As he rebuilds his collection, he’s
fortunate to have daughters living in Florida and has been
able to make many trips to see shows and visit vendors under the guise of grandpa visits. Charlie plans this to continue in the future.

President’s Page
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hat’s blooming in your collection? I looked over mine today and
found only Billbergias (‘Poquito Mas’ and ‘Las Manches’), Tillandsias (ionantho ‘Fuego’, ‘Red Fountain’, and rothii x juncea) and one lone Neoregelia, ampullacea small form from the 1994 World Conference, our seedling-of-the month for May, 2013. It is always fun to see what blooms when.
And if you want to enter a Bromeliad in a “blooming” section of our Show,
don’t buy one which blooms in November!

Our meeting this month will have a Member’s plant sale, so bring your plants
and your money. We will also be back to our usual agenda, including Show
& Tell, and Cultural Tips.
We have two auctions each year, one during our holiday party in December
and one at the after Show party which will be in May in 2014. If you have
friends growing Bromeliads in other parts of the U.S.A, reach out to them and
try to obtain a plant that is not well known in BS/H. That will make the bidding spirited, and will introduce
something new and different into our area. Start this effort now.
An issue that arises occasionally is that of a Bromeliad without name identification. We currently permit
them in our Plant Sales, in our Raffles, and have received them as table favors at our Holiday Party. Lack of
name identification comes about due to lost tags, members never having received a name with an acquired
plant, and even due to acquiring plants that have never been named. Sometimes, such plants have little redeeming horticultural attraction, but in other cases they may be charming and desirable plants. In our efforts
to emphasize education and knowledge of Bromeliads, where do we draw a line? If you have an opinion,
express it to one of our Board members. We may discuss this issue at our November Board meeting.
In this final Bulletin of the year, I offer you this challenge (no one has responded to any of my challenges so
far this year, but I live in hope …): If you were tasked to select 3 objectives for BS/H in 2014, what would
you select?
And I leave you with these two quotations to ponder:
“Live in each season as it passes; breathe the air, drink the drink, taste the fruit, and resign yourself to the
influence of the earth.”
--Henry David Thoreau, Walden
“Love the trees until their leaves fall off, then encourage them to try again next year.”

--Chad Sugg

Member News
 Welcome to our new members:

Alan Raymond
1902 Lake Village Dr., Kingwood, TX 77339, 281-358-9562, amraymond@suddenlink.net
Fred Haase
22043 Kenlake Dr., Katy, TX 77490, 832-641-5891, fred_haase302@hotmail.com
 Doug Trahan gave a program to the New Iberia Garden Club in New Iberia LA on October 4. His presen-

tation included different varieties of bromeliads, plant care and propagation. He also demonstrated the
proper way to mount the plants. He gave a potted Cryptanthus to each attendee, and everyone enjoyed the
presentation.
 Sad News: A former member of BS/H, Will Crump, passed away unexpectedly in early October after suf-

fering from a fast-moving infection.
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Holiday MEETING 2013
Saturday, Dec. 7
Have you made your reservations? Why not? The
Holiday Meeting is only a couple of weeks away.
Reservations are $40 per person + a cash bar. The
$40 includes the wonderful food, great service,
Louise Epperson’s spectacular bromeliad table
decorations and the great holiday gift plants from
Jimmy and Joanne Woolsey. You don’t want to miss our fun filled event.
Lindsey and Gordon Stowe will be gathering bromeliads and bromeliad related
items for the auction. PLEASE get a list of your auction items to them early so they
can have them entered into the computer.
Allyn Pearlman will be taking reservations and money at the November meeting.
Thanks!

Allyn Pearlman

BS/H Holiday Party
Saltgrass Steakhouse
9110 Southwest Freeway
Located between S.
Gessner and Bissonett
(713-771-1777).
See map at left.
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CULTURAL TIPS—2013

Mounting

I

By Odean Head

have written several articles on mounting bromeliads
over the last few years. Each time I feel that I have added
improvements to my styles and how I attach my
plants. Few plant families will grow as epiphytes and I don’t
think that any of them are as attractive as our bromeliads when
mounted. Some of you have also been mounting for a long
time. I hope this article will give you ideas to improve your
mountings and encourage others to start mounting. It’s amazing
how so many non-bromeliad growers find it so hard to believe
that the plants used are alive and actually growing on the wood.
In my article I do not want to bore you by trying to recount all
the different mounting methods that I have used in the past. I
will give you a step by step method that I am using now. I will
also give some growing tips for mountings.
The material for mounts should be rot resistant, salt free and contain no wood preservative. Some good woods
to use are cedar, juniper, oak, mesquite, crepe myrtle, grape wood and rosewood. Tree fern slabs and cork bark
also make good mounts. Of course, a beautiful piece of wood from any of these sources will enhance the overall beauty of your final mounting.
For the purpose of this article and most of the mountings I’m currently making, my preference of a mount is a
cut limb from a dead cedar tree. The best limbs will be one to two inches in diameter and have smaller limbs
branching in two or more directions. Added directions will give you more limbs and options as to where you
can place your plants. I usually like to make several mountings while I have the needed tools and supplies accumulated.
Tools should include: staple gun, pliers, screw driver, scissors, and small clamps. Supplies should include: staples, panty hose strips, plumber goop and coconut fiber.
Step 1 – Select some good mounts and ample pups suitable for mounting. I prefer plants that will stay small
and have variable colors and markings. They should also improve in appearance as they grow and multiply on
your mount. Large plants will grow mounted but they require a lot of space to grow.
Step 2 - Once you have selected the mount to use, take a little time deciding which plants you want to use from
those selected. I like to use three plants or more of a different kind for good balance.
Step 3 – Place the plants on the mount. You may want to clamp the plants on the limbs before you secure
them to be sure they look good there. I like to leave extra limbs on the mount unless they are in the way of putting the plant where I want it.
Step 4 – Stabilize the plants on the mount using staples or panty hose. The plant needs to be upright and the
plant’s stem, where the roots will form, tight against the mount (cut any roots from the plant if they interfere
with the tight fit). I prefer the staple if the limb is large enough to hold it. When using the panty hose strip, the
clamp will be needed. Wrap the strip around the stem and limb several times before tying it off. If the plant is
still not stable when the clamp is removed, use the same strip and wrap more times where the clamp was and
tie again. I usually defer the final securing step until I have several mountings ready for it. This is to keep me
from having to clean the goop from my hands so many times.
;VÉÇà|Çâxw ÉÇ Ñtzx H<
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Step 5 - To finish off the mounting, I will squeeze out a glob of goop on the
plant’s stolon where it is fastened to the mount. I will spread the goop with
a screw driver to cover the fasteners (staples or pantyhose) and between the
plant and mount. Do not seal above the root system. I will then cover the
goop with coconut fiber which will help hold the goop in place, cover the
fasteners and give it a good seal.
The plants in the mounting will go through the same life cycle (maturing,
blooming and pupping), as they would if they were potted. The big difference is that the mounted plants will form small but hard roots that only
serve to hold the plant on the mount. Since the plant loses a big water
source, it will need to be watered more often. Many of your minis also
have limited water holding capacity so with mounted minis you need to
watch their water needs more carefully.
Houston, Texas

Bring your November seedlings-of-the-month from past years to
Show and Tell.

2012: Dyckia ‘Burgundy Ice’. Picture courtesy of

Magnolia Gardens Nursery web site.

2011: Neoregelia ‘Luca’. Picture courtesy of the DeRoose
Plants website.

2010: Acanthostachys strobilaceae (above left) or Puya mirabilis (right).
Pictures courtesy of fcbs.org website.

2009: Aechmea ‘Shawn’. Picture courtesy of the fcbs.org website.
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The Houston
Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month at 7:30 PM
First Christian Church
1601 Sunset Blvd
Next meeting is the Holiday Party on December 5.

Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting third Sunday of month
at 2:00 PM
Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center

Dates to Remember
▪

BS/H Holiday Party, Saturday December 7,
Saltgrass Steakhouse



BSI World Bromeliad Conference,
“Bromeliads in Paradise,” Honolulu, Hawaii,
September 8-14, 2014.

Thanks to the following donors to the October raffle
table: Louise Epperson, Carole & Rick Richtmyer, Ruby Adams, Merrill O’Neal, Chris Nguyen,
Jimmy Woolsey, and Cindy Gray.
The lucky winners were: Don Green, Jan Garver,
Faye Martin, Judith Neufeld, Alan Raymond,
Charlien Rose, Midge Gorman and Beth Whitley.

November &
December Birthdays
Betty Zugheri
Carole Richtmyer
Inez Barres
Faye Martin
Sydney Newton
Ray Johnson
Jim Racca
Cindy Gray Strickland
Kathy Greenwood
Dohn Brotherton
Donna Williams
Audrey VanWright
Dorothy Novak
Carole Speer
Merrill O’Neal
Chris Nguyen
Barbara Szymczak

11/04
11/05
11/06
11/11
11/14
11/16
11/23
11/25
11/26
11/30
11/30
12/07
12/12
12/20
12/22
12/26
12/27

Meeting Refreshments
November is
the
last opportunity of
the year for the NZs to step up and
bring some great
refreshments. Let’s
celebrate
the
season with a full
table!
As always, coffee and punch will be
furnished by the club.

Jimbo’s Nursery
15019 8th St., Santa Fe,TX 77517, 409-925-6933

www.Jimbosnurserytx.com; email: Jimbos3@earthlink.net
We have a large selection of Aechmea, Billbergia, Cryptanthus, Dyckia, Neoregelia, and Tillandsia. Please compare our prices and our quality.
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific
goals of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.

Officers and Chairmen
Gene Powers
7319 Foster Creek Drive
Richmond, TX 77406
281-633-0936
powersgw@aol.com
Vice President
David Whipkey
Secretary
Charlien Rose
Treasurer
Allyn Pearlman
Past President
Gary Gallick
Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/13
12/31/14
12/31/15
Midge Gorman
Daryl Page
Ruby H. Adams
Scherie Townes Audrey VanWright Vickey Gurka
President

There are two classes of membership:
I.

Individual
Husband and wife

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current year.
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
for more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or emailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly
meetings. Articles and any other information pertinent to
bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.
Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388
planobrom@aol.com

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor Carole Richtmyer
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
Members: Phil Speer, Lynn Schermerhorn,
Ken Gardner
3. Programs Chairman
David Whipkey
Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
Gary Gallick/Gene Powers
II.
Committees of the Board
1. Annual Show
Charlien Rose
2. Bromeliad Culture
Odean Head
Members
Chris Nguyen
3. Holiday Party
Allyn Pearlman
4. Garden Tours
Don Green
5. Hospitality Coordinator Louise Epperson
Members:
Daryl Page
7. Librarian
Ruby H. Adams
8. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
9. Raffle Plants
Cherie and Frank Lee,
Malcolm McCorquodale
10. Seedlings
Provided by Jimmy Woolsey
11. Show & Tell
Chris Nguyen assisted by Wray
Page and Lynn Schermerhorn
12. Members’ and Visitors’ Registrar Ken Gardner,
Noreen Tolman
13. Courtesy
Midge Gorman
14. Webmaster
Joy Reynolds
Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild Charlien Rose, Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Gene Powers
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Bromeliad
Society
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388

FIRST CLASS

