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2014 BS/H DUES are due and payable now. Single
memberships are $20 and joint memberships $30 per
year. You can mail your check to Allyn Pearlman
at 6422 Bankside Drive, Houston, TX 77096, or pay
at the January meeting.

MEETING DATE:

Tuesday, January 21, 7:30 p.m.

PROGRAM SPEAKER:
PROGRAM TITLE:

Rick Richtmyer
“Terrestrial Bromeliads”

The ABCs of terrestrial bromeliads, including
interesting pictures from Huntington Gardens.
SEEDLING:

Billbergia ‘Tequila Sunset’

Supplied by Jimmy Woolsey. Picture courtesy of the
BSI BCR website.
MEETING AGENDA:








Greetings/Call to Order/Member Saleii
Show and Tell
Cultural Tips
Meeting
Break/Refreshments/Buy raffle tickets/Plants
Raffle
Adjourn

FEBRUARY PROGRAM:

Gordon and Lee Rowell

NEXT BOARD MEETING: Thurs., Jan. 23 , 7:00 p.m.
DEADLINE FOR FEBRUARY BULLETIN: 1/28/14

iiThere will be a member sale at this meeting!
The BS/HI Board added a requirement for plants in BS/HI
plant sales that they must be tagged and have legitimate
names. This does not apply to the Raffle table.

The Bromeliad Society
International is a center
point for all of our local
bromeliad
societies.
With a colorful and informative
Journal
(published bimonthly),
its sponsorship of world
bromeliad conferences
and accreditation of
show judges, a seed
bank, and cultivar registration, the BSI is an amazing
resource for bromeliad growers and their local societies from around the world. Every local society
member should join the BSI. Annual dues are $45,
dual memberships are $60. For a membership application, check with a BS/H officer, Gene Powers or
Steve Reynolds, our BSI Regional Directors; you
can also find them online at www.bsi.org. The 2014
World Bromeliad Conference will be held in Hawaii
next September. Bromeliads in paradise — what a
wonderful combination.
And,
while
you’re
thinking about societies
that feature bromeliads,
don’t
forget
the
Cryptanthus Society. It
also publishes a quarterly Journal with lots of
color pictures and articles about the genus Cryptanthus. Dues are $20 for an individual or $25 for a dual membership. The CSI holds an annual show in
conjunction with the BSI in years with a scheduled
World Conference and in various other locations during alternate years. See Carole Richtmyer for more
information.

President’s Page
… the sere, the yellow leaf ….
2014 - New Year’s morning, Verna looked out the
window and remarked, “it looks just like 2013.” It did.
The effects of the cold had caused a lot of yellow and
brown, and the wind had liberally strewn leaves
across the lawn. However, while the view looked the
same, it is a NEW YEAR – ours to make it what we
want it to be – not necessarily resembling last year.
With that sense of opportunity in mind, I want to
share with you two suggestions that have come to me
in recent months.
The first is a suggestion that we team with two or
three other plant societies to hold a joint demonstration for the public of what interests us. This should probably be done several times, covering the four quadrants of metro-Houston. We could have demonstrations of
the variety of plants (beyond big box stores) to be found in our plant family and how they are cultivated, By
teaming with other societies, we could appeal to a broader group of the public and share any attendant costs
of the events. By having multiple events, we could move them out toward the suburbs, closer to large segments of the population.
I am offering a special Bromeliad in a drawing at the January BS/HI meeting. Members eligible to be in the
drawing will be those who send me an email dated on or before January 19 stating he/she read this President’s message.
The second suggestion is to have workshops for relatively new members, and any others who want to participate, on subjects of interest relating to Bromeliads. These would be held on a different day and time than the
regular monthly meetings. The location might be the current monthly meeting place or it might be at a member’s home. There is a concern from the Board that there is much information that could be conveyed and
limited time to do it in the current monthly meeting’s format. I would like to hear from any members who
would like to participate in such workshops. Please indicate day(s) of month and time you could be available
and subjects that interest you. Send your response to me by mail or email. We’ll see what the level of interest might be.
If any of you members have suggestions in addition to the above two, please sound off.
And finally, a bow to 2013. A heartfelt thanks to all of you who during the year contributed so many hours
and actions that combined to make Bromeliad Society/Houston the thoroughly enjoyable and educational
experience that it is!

Gene Powers

Thanks to the following donors to the November raffle table: Wray and Daryl Page, Fred and Mary Ellen
Rinebold, Ruby Adams, John Sarkiesian, Jimmy Woolsey, Jan Garver, Lee and Gordon Rowell, Rick
and Carole Richtmyer and Sam Chism.
And the lucky winners were: Vickey Gurka, Christina Rankin, Charlien Rose, Steven Ramirez, Don
Greenwood, Don Laird, Alan Raymond, Albert Howell, Cherie Lee, Beth Whitley, David Whipkey and
Billie Emanuel.
The raffle brought in $106.
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2013 Holiday
Meeting
A Great Time!
Those that attended
the Holiday Meeting
had another great
time at the Saltgrass
Steak House. So much fun that we booked
again for 2014. Don’t miss out this year.
The auction brought in over $2200. Thanks
to Gary Gallick, our auctioneer, the donors
and of course a big thank you to the purchasers. So many great bromeliads, pineapple
items and the ‘Nawlins’ pecan pralines that I
was lucky enough to win and share with others…thanks, Daniel Wolf! The container
was returned…don’t forget.
The bromeliad centerpieces were outstanding
once again and a big thank you to Louise
Epperson for her artistic talents. Two big
thanks to Jimmy and Joanne Woolsey for
bringing some spectacular bromeliad gift
items.
Hope I didn’t leave anyone out! If I did
‘thank you’.
Allyn Pearlman, Party Chairman
Many thanks to the donors to the Holiday Party Rare
Plant Auction: Chris Nguyen, Dennis Cathcart, Don
Green, Gary Gallick and Jan Liang, Gene and Verna
Powers, Lindsey and Gordon Stowe, Phil and Carole
Speer, Ruby Adams, Martha Burg, Sam Chism, Frank
and Cherie Lee, Jimmy and Joanne Woolsey, Rick
and Carole Richtmyer, Fred and Mary Ellen Rinebold,
Cynthia and Ray Johnson, Wray and Daryl Page,
Deborah Gerstner-Wolf and Daniel Wolf, Odean
Head , Charlien Rose and Steve Reynolds.
Apologies ahead of time if anyone was left out. If you will
let the editor know, you will be acknowledged in the next
bulletin.

Pictures from the top: Joanne Woolsey, Billie Emanuel and Jimmy Woolsey; Steve Reynolds and Cherie
Lee; Chris Nyugen and Annette Dominguez; and
Don and Betty Garrison, all enjoying the holiday party at Saltgrass Steakhouse. (Pictures provided by
Odean Head).
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CULTURAL TIPS—2014

A New Year
By Odean Head

I

t’s another new year already and I want to start
by wishing each of you a happy one. Let’s all
set some goals like learning more about bromeliads and how to grow them. As a Society, work together to host a successful Southwest Bromeliad Society show and sale this fall; make a good showing at the
Hawaii WBC, also this fall; and also to be receptive to
a possible bid for the 2016 bid for the WBC in Houston. Our Society has had a good overall growth and
program the last several years and I see no reason why
it will not continue. So, our Society’s goals should be
able to utilize our capable membership to meet these
challenges.
The ‘Cultural Tips’ is directed primarily to the new
and/or inexperienced grower. Articles will be published in most of the monthly bulletins pertaining to
some of the specialized cultural activities used in
growing bromeliads. These articles will be discussed
at the meetings along with other suggestions and/or
experiences. This is also a good time to ask about any
other problems a grower may be having without needing to wait for that particular area to be covered. Our
society has many good growers and their comments
can be beneficial to all.

While I am writing this, all of the Houston area is experiencing record low temperatures. Houston’s official low this morning was 21 degrees with some nearby areas into the teens. We are not accustomed to having to make these kind of preparations. The jury is
still out and we may have to wait awhile before knowing how much damage we suffered.
We will try to cover subjects such as pup removal, potting and mixes, mounting, grooming, growing from
seed, hybridizing, pests and diseases, and other suggestions or things that I have left out.
I hope everyone is looking forward to this year, I am.
Houston, TX

Meet our January Speaker:

Rick Richtmyer
Rick has given programs in Florida and Texas. He joined the
BS/H in 1981, then was transferred to Dallas in 1982 where he
served the Dallas Society as President, Vice-President and
Show Chairman. Rick is an International Accredited Master
Judge, has served on the BSI Board of Directors, and acted as
Judges Chairman for the BS/H annual show, Judges Cochairman, along with Carole, at the 1996 World Bromeliad
Conference, and Judged Show Chairman for the 1998 WBC.
Since moving back to Houston in 1996, he has served the BS/
H as a Director, President and Vice President, and as Classification Chairman for numerous BS/H shows. His special interest is growing the terrestrial bromeliads.
(Editorial Comment: Rick claims he’s been forced to grow the spiny terrestrials because Carole won’t give
him room in their greenhouse. The Editor categorically denies this.)
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Bring your January seedlings-of-the-month from past years
to Show and Tell.

January 2013: Dyckia ‘Nickel Silver’
Picture courtesy of Cycad Jungle website.

January 2011:
Guzmania
‘Bernie’
Picture courtesy
of the Hawaiian
Sunshine Nursery
website.

January 2009: Neoregelia ‘Voodoo Doll’
Picture by Larry Giroux courtesy of the Florida
Council website.

January 2012:
Acanthostachys pitcairnioides
Picture courtesy of Tropiflora and the Florida
Council web site.

January
2010:
Billbergia
rosea
Picture courtesy
of the Florida
Council website.

January 2008:
Vriesea fosteriana ‘Red Chestnut’
Picture courtesy of the Florida Council website.
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January
Birthdays

The Houston Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month
at 7:30 PM
Houston Garden Center
Next meeting will be February 6, 2013

Beaumont Martin
Deborah Bragg
Lynn Schermerhorn
Malcolm McCorquodale
Betty Garrison
Nita Ankenbruck
Steve Estes
Steven Ramirez
John Dupree

Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting third Sunday of month
at 2:00 PM
Next meeting will be January 19, 2013
Houston Garden Center

Meeting
Refreshments
First chance in 2014 for
the A-Ms to step up and
bring some special refreshments to the
January meeting. We know the food will be
great, as always, and coffee and punch will be
furnished by the club.

Member Message Board
 Changes to Member Information:






BS/H Spring Sale, April 5, 2014, 9:00 a.m. until
3:00 p.m., West Gray Multi-Purpose Center.
BS/H Annual Show and Sale, May 16 - 18,
2014, Mercer Arboretum and Botanic Gardens.
BSI World Bromeliad Conference, “Bromeliads
in Paradise,” Honolulu, Hawaii, September 8-14,
2014.

New numbers for Ray and Cynthia Johnson
Cell Phone for Ray: 409-656-1948
Cynthia’s new cell: 409-504-4719
New Email: johnsoncynthiaray@yahoo.com

 Members who could use our get-well wishes:


Dates to Remember

1/02
1/10
1/16
1/17
1/19
1/22
1/24
1/29
1/31

Margo Racca is having back surgery on January 13.

 Sad News:


Mamie Beltz, Harvey Beltz’s wife, recently
passed away, shortly before her 92nd birthday. Harvey lives in Shreveport, Louisiana,
and was a long-time member of BS/H and
avid grower of Tillandsias for many years
before ill health made it too difficult to continue.

Jimbo’s Nursery
15019 8th St., Santa Fe,TX 77517, 409-925-6933

www.Jimbosnurserytx.com; email: Jimbos3@earthlink.net
We have a large selection of Aechmea, Billbergia, Cryptanthus, Dyckia, Neoregelia, and Tillandsia. Please compare our prices and our quality.
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific
goals of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.

Officers and Chairmen
Gene Powers
7319 Foster Creek Drive
Richmond, TX 77406
281-633-0936
powersgw@aol.com
Vice President
Ruby Harlan Adams
Secretary
Charlien Rose
Treasurer
Allyn Pearlman
Past President
Gary Gallick
Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/14
12/31/15
12/31/16
Daryl Page
Lindsey Stowe
Don Green
Audrey VanWright Vickey Gurka
Steve Reynolds
President

There are two classes of membership:
I.

Individual
Husband and wife

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current year.
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
for more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or emailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly
meetings. Articles and any other information pertinent to
bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.
Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388
planobrom@aol.com

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor Carole Richtmyer
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
Members: Phil Speer, Lynn Schermerhorn,
Ken Gardner
3. Programs Chairman
Ruby Harlan Adams
Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
Gary Gallick/Gene Powers
II.
Committees of the Board
1. Annual Show
Charlien Rose
2. Bromeliad Culture
Open
Members
Chris Nguyen
3. Holiday Party
Allyn Pearlman
4. Garden Tours
John Schmidt
5. Historian
David Whipkey
Vice Chairman
Jimmy Woolsey
6. Hospitality Coordinator Louise Epperson
Members:
Daryl Page, Verna Powers
7. Librarian
Ruby H. Adams
8. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
9. Raffle Plants
Cherie and Frank Lee,
Wray Page
10. Seedlings
Provided by Jimmy Woolsey
11. Show & Tell
Rick Richtmyer assisted by
Chris Nguyen, Wray Page, Gary Gallick, and
Lynn Schermerhorn
12. Members’ and Visitors’ Registrar Ken Gardner,
Noreen Tolman, Midge Gorman
13. Courtesy
Midge Gorman
14. Webmaster
Joy Reynolds
Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild Charlien Rose, Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Gene Powers
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Bromeliad
Society
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388

FIRST CLASS

