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2014 DUES & YEARBOOK
YOUR NAME IN PRINT
Want to see your name in print? Pay your dues before
the end of March so that you can be listed in the 2014
Yearbook.
Carole Richtmyer needs to have accurate paid Members information so she can compile the 2014 Yearbook. She will bring a current list of members to the
March meeting for corrections and additions.
MEETING DATE:

Tuesday, March 18, 7:30 p.m.

PROGRAM SPEAKER:
PROGRAM TITLE:

Betty Patterson
“The Lost World”

Betty’s program will be about her trip to the mysterious table mountains in southeastern Venezuela, which
are almost inaccessible. They were old before South
America split off from Africa and the flora & fauna
are unique. Betty’s pictures document a difficult and
incredible trip. She will bring plants to sell.

SEEDLING:

Neoregelia ‘Dartanion’

Supplied by Jimmy Woolsey. Tiny, stoloniferous rosette of 10+ flared maroon leaves, speckled and
banded in green with blunt heart shaped leaf tips.
Picture courtesy of Dennis Cathcart and the BSI
BCR website.

Single membership is $20 and family membership is
$30. Please mail your dues to:
Allyn Pearlman
6422 Bankside Drive / Houston, TX 77096
You may also pay at the March meeting.

Bring your March seedlings-of-the-month
from past years to Show and Tell.
March, 19, 2013 Tillandsia bulbosa ‘Belize’
March 20, 2012 Billbergia ‘Casa Blanca’ seedling.
March 15, 2011 Vriesea ‘Robin’ seedling.
March 16, 2010 Tillandsia paleacea ‘Cancun’
March 17, 2009 Neoregelia ‘Fireball’.
March 18, 2008 Vriesea fenestralis.

MEETING AGENDA:
 Greetings/Call to Order/Plant Sale
 Show and Tell
 Cultural Tips
 Meeting
 Break/Refreshments/Buy raffle tickets/Plants
 Raffle
 Adjourn

APRIL PROGRAM:

Preparing for a Show

NEXT BOARD MEETING:

Thurs., 3/20 , 7:00 p.m.

DEADLINE FOR MARCH BULLETIN:

3/28/14

Pictures courtesy
of fcbs.org, Charlie’s Web and Hawaiian Sunshine
Nursery websites

President’s Page
“… drink in the beauty and wonder at the meaning of what you see.”
From Rachel Carson, The Sense of Wonder (photograph edition,
1998)
I have used quotes from this book in previous communications because they resonate, and Lindsey appreciated and commented on
them.
On the Dedication Page of the book are these poignant words,
“Rachel Carson intended to expand The Sense of Wonder but time
ran out before she could.”
When I first read that comment, my reaction was, so sad … things
unfinished. But I have come to have a different understanding of that
comment. It speaks of a life so filled with activities and contributions that all could not be crammed into her allotted time. And that is
good, not sad.
Bromeliad Society/Houston has recently received donations of Bromeliad material from two individuals who
have been members, Rita Beeler and John David Skrivanek. Among the materials are an original poster
from the 1972 World Bromeliad Conference (the first WBC) held here in Houston and color slides from that
event, in which David was active.
Collectively, there are many of the better books on Bromeliads, some limited editions and some autographed
by the author. There is a brochure and show schedule from the first Southwest Bromeliad Guild Show, held
in Corpus Christi. And there are numerous issues of the BS/H Bulletin, dating back to Volume III (19701971) and a complete set of The Bromeliad Society Bulletin from Volume I through Volume XV. The Bromeliad Society Bulletin became the Journal of the Bromeliad Society in 1971.
It is gratifying when past members and their families choose to place these materials back with BS/H for active use, and we are grateful.
With the cold beginning to recede and flowering trees, shrubs and plants in metro-Houston declaring the approaching Spring, it is time to examine your plants and prepare for the upcoming plant sales: April 5 at the
West Gray Multi-Service Center, where we meet monthly, April 26 at Jimbo’s, and the annual Show and
Sale at Mercer Arboretum on May 16-18. Remember that plants placed in sale must have valid names on a
tag and be double tagged with your member sale number.
See you at our March meeting!

Gene Powers
THANKS!

B

oth Rita Beeler and David Skrivanek
have recently donated significant collections of Bromeliad books, Journals, Bulletins, Show Posters, and other Bromeliabilia (or
Bromeliadabilia?) to Bromeliad Society/Houston.
We are thankful for these materials and will see
that they are put to good use.
Rita was an active member from 1977 until her health recently precluded her participation. David was an active member through the 1970’s, participated in the first Bromeliad World Conference here in 1972, and wrote
the review article of that event for the Journal of the Bromeliad Society (XXII, n6).
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SPRING SALE IS NEXT MONTH

pring is right around the corner and so is our
Spring Bromeliad Sale! The sale will be held at
a new location, the West Gray Multi-Service
Center where we are currently holding our meetings.
The date is Saturday, April 5th from 9:00 a.m. until 3
p.m. Set-up begins at 8:00 a.m. Customers usually
start showing up around 8:15 a.m. to grab the best
ones.

New Rule passed by the Board is that all bromeliads
must be named correctly. This applies to all Sales
and the Raffle Table. Minimum price for bromeliads
is $5. Please double tag your sale plants with your
sale number on each tag and the bromeliad info on
just one tag.
Please email me at deliboys@comcast.net if you plan
on selling at any sale. Once again we will need plas-

tic bags, small boxes and soft drink boxes for the
plants.
I will be bringing breads (white and wheat), deli
meats (turkey, ham and roast beef) and cheeses
(Swiss and cheddar) along with lettuce, pickles, tomatoes and mustard and mayo.
If you want additional breads or deli please bring, as
more is better. Chips, cookies and salads will be enjoyed by all at the sale. Phil and Carole Speer usually bring bottle water. Frank and Cherie Lee usually
bring some wonderful cakes and salads. If you want
to email me as to what you are bringing, please do so.
Remember….we can’t have a good sale if you don’t
bring bromeliads. Thanks!!

Allyn

Meet our March Speaker:
Betty Patterson
Betty Patterson of Dallas, Texas, has been an avid plant collector for
many years, concentrating her efforts in Ecuador where she has been collecting since 1985 and which now “feels like a second home,” in her own
words. She has made numerous trips to different regions in Ecuador and
has ventured where, truly, few others have gone before.
Betty has retired from the Dallas Symphony Orchestra where she played
string bass for many years She is a member of the BSI and the Greater
Dallas-Ft. Worth Bromeliad Society.
Besides being an internationally known speaker, Betty has contributed to
the publication of two bromeliad books written by José Manzanares:
Jewels of the Jungle, Bromeliacaeae of Ecuador, Part I, Bromelioideae;
and Jewels of the Jungle, Bromeliacaeae of Ecuador, Part II, Pitcairnioideae.
Betty’s program will describe a trip she took to the tepuis of Venezuela.
Thanks to the following donors to the February raffle table: Don Green, Odean Head, Joanne Woolsey,
Sam Chism, Ruby Adams, Lee & Gordon Rowell and Merrill O’Neal.
And the lucky winners were: Cherie Lee, Vickey Gurka, Steven Michael Ramirez, Sandra Rigsby, Mike
Lakemer, Ruby Adams, Gene Powers, Judith Neufeld, Bruce Rankin, Billie Emanuel and Don Green.
The raffle brought in $112.
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In Memoriam
Lindsey Dianne Stowe
April 5, 1950 — March 3, 2014
Lindsey was born in Norman, Oklahoma and grew up with her two
brothers in Wellington, Kansas and Abilene, Texas. She attended
Kansas University where she received her bachelor’s degree in Education and later achieved a successful teaching career and a master’s degree. Lindsey married Gordon Stowe in 1976, and they
had two children, Sadie and Jarrett.
Lindsey loved gardening and nature. She was a Master Gardener,
and we all know how enthusiastic she became about bromeliads.
She joined the Bromeliad Society/Houston in
2003, made fast friends
with many society
members and eagerly
learned as much as she
could about bromeliads, attending judging school and becoming a
BSI Accredited Judge. Lindsey served on the BS/H board of directors and as President of the Society in 2009 and 2010. Her interest in the genus Cryptanthus resulted in one being named for
her: Cryptanthus ‘Lindsey Stowe’.
Our condolences go to her family and her many friends. Everyone in our society will miss her dearly.

Here are some of
the broms that are
blooming in Gene
Power’s greenhouse
this month. Be sure
to send pictures of
what’s happening in
your garden next
month to planobrom@aol.com.

Pictures clockwise from top left:
Neoregelia fluminensis (now camorimiana); Orthophytum ‘Copper
Penny’; Tillandsia ionantha variegata; Tillandsia rothii X juncea;
and Billbergia ‘Las Manchas’.
4

The (Very) Small Vreiseas
by Carol Johnson
Reprinted, with permission, from the Journal of the Bromeliad Society (1995), v. 45(3) pp 132- 133.

T

he many small vrieseas tend to get lost in the
maze of their big, glamorous relatives, but to
those who have a limited or very little space,
or who specialize in small plants, there are real gems
available. Most of the truly miniature vrieseas are native to eastern Brazil and, in my experience, all self
seed and are easily grown. All seem to prefer low
light but in all other ways should be treated like their
bigger relatives. I list here only four, but they are my
favourites of the really small plants. All are species.

• Vriesea modesta. To 12” (30 cm) high including
inflorescence. Beautiful, simple bloom spike rising
just above the recurved green leaves. Spike is wider
than tall, red blending to yellow-orange and rose.
Very long lasting. Best grown as a clump in a sixinch bulb pan.
• Vriesea racinae. Eight to
ten inches (20
cm to 25 cm)
tall, including
inflorescence.
Green leaves
are numerous,
heavily brown
-spotted and
tightly
reVriesea racinae
curved. Blooms and bracts are insignificant, greenish
yellow and reputed to smell like Ivory soap. It is
rightly the most popular of the small vrieseas. It self
seeds and is easily propagated. It
is named for Racine Foster who
discovered it in Espirito Santo,
Brazil.
• Vriesea poenulata. To 12 inches (30 cm) tall, including the inflorescence. It has many, thin,
recurved leaves growing from a
modified-bulbous base. If kept
fairly dry, the leaves develop
dark speckles, which are
very attractive. Flowers are yel-

low and fairly large for so small a plant. The plant
blooms regularly and produces numerous offsets. It
requires little care.


Vriesea correia-araujoi.
It is very similar to V.
poenulata but without
the speckled foliage.
The blooms are white.
The leaves are more
erect than recurved.

There are many other small
– to medium-sized vrieseas
that are a joy to grow but all
of those listed below can be
force-fed and over-potted to Vriesea correia-araujoi
increase their size. Grown normally, all are small
enough to qualify as space savers:
V. bleherae
V. carinata
V. flammea
(stoloniferous)
V. guttata
V. lubbersiii
(stoloniferous)
V. rodigasiana
V. scalaris
V. simplex
V. sucrei

Vriesea guttata

There are also gray-leafed tillandsias that are like vrieseas but
they require different treatment
and deserve separate discussion.

(Left) Vriesea poenulata

Pictures courtesy of
the fcbs.org website.
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March
Birthdays

The Houston Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month
at 7:30 PM
First Christian Church
1601 Sunset Blvd
Next meeting will be April 3, 2014

Annette Dominguez
Bruce Rankin
Odean Head
Burnell Curtis

3/18
3/20
3/22
3/29

Member Message Board
 Please welcome our new member:
Elaine Stewart
1877 Dolphin Drive, Seabrook, TX 77586
281-291-9632 (home); 832-407-7208 (cell)

 Update of member information:
Debbie Gerstner-Wolf and Daniel Wolf
225-767-5732 (home)
225-333-6940 (Daniel cell)
225-333-8969 (Debbie cell)

Meeting Refreshments

Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting third Sunday of month
at 2:00 PM
Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center
2020 Hermann Drive
Next meeting will be March 16, 2013
Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society Sale
Houston Home Show
George R. Brown Convention Center
March 28-30, 2014

It’s time again for the A-Ms to
step up and bring some special
refreshments to the March
meeting. We know the food will
be great, as always, and coffee
and punch will be furnished by the club.

Dates to Remember


BS/H Spring Sale, April 5, 2014, 9:00 a.m. until
3:00 p.m., West Gray Multi-Service Center.
 Multiple Societies Plant Sale at Jimbo’s Nursery,
April 26
 BS/H Annual Show and Sale, May 16 - 18, 2014,
Mercer Arboretum and Botanic Gardens.
 BSI World Bromeliad Conference, “Bromeliads in
Paradise,” Honolulu, Hawaii, September 8-14, 2014

Jimbo’s Nursery
15019 8th St., Santa Fe,TX 77517, 409-925-6933

www.Jimbosnurserytx.com; email: Jimbos3@earthlink.net
We have a large selection of Aechmea, Billbergia, Cryptanthus, Dyckia, Neoregelia, and Tillandsia. Please compare our prices and our quality.
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific
goals of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.

Officers and Chairmen
Gene Powers
7319 Foster Creek Drive
Richmond, TX 77406
281-633-0936
powersgw@aol.com
Vice President
Ruby Harlan Adams
Secretary
Charlien Rose
Treasurer
Allyn Pearlman
Past President
Gary Gallick
Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/14
12/31/15
12/31/16
Daryl Page
Lindsey Stowe
Don Green
Audrey VanWright Vickey Gurka
Steve Reynolds
President

There are two classes of membership:
I.

Individual
Husband and wife

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current year.
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
for more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or emailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly
meetings. Articles and any other information pertinent to
bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.
Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388
planobrom@aol.com

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor Carole Richtmyer
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
Members: Phil Speer, Lynn Schermerhorn,
Ken Gardner
3. Programs Chairman
Ruby Harlan Adams
Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
Gary Gallick/Gene Powers
II.
Committees of the Board
1. Annual Show
Charlien Rose
2. Bromeliad Culture
Open
Members
Chris Nguyen
3. Holiday Party
Allyn Pearlman
4. Garden Tours
John Schmidt
5. Historian
David Whipkey
Vice Chairman
Jimmy Woolsey
6. Hospitality Coordinator Louise Epperson
Members:
Daryl Page, Verna Powers
7. Librarian
Ruby H. Adams
8. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
9. Raffle Plants
Cherie and Frank Lee,
Wray Page
10. Seedlings
Provided by Jimmy Woolsey
11. Show & Tell
Rick Richtmyer assisted by
Chris Nguyen, Wray Page, Gary Gallick, and
Lynn Schermerhorn
12. Members’ and Visitors’ Registrar Ken Gardner,
Noreen Tolman, Midge Gorman
13. Courtesy
Midge Gorman
14. Webmaster
Joy Reynolds
Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild Charlien Rose, Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Gene Powers
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18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
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