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Seedling of the Month Policy

Picture courtesy of the
Florida Council website.

MEETING DATE:

Tuesday, April 15, 7:30 p.m.

PROGRAM SPEAKER:

Don Green

PROGRAM TITLE:
“Interactive Discussion of
Preparing for the Annual Show”
Don will cover Selecting Plants for Entry, Grooming
Issues, Horticulture, Horticultural Display, Artistic,
and Entry Requirements.

SEEDLING:

MEETING AGENDA:
 Greetings/Call to Order
No Member Plant
 Show and Tell
Sale at this
 Cultural Tips
meeting!
 Meeting
 Break/Refreshments/Buy raffle tickets
 Raffle
 Adjourn

NEXT BOARD MEETING:

While the primary objective of SOM is educational, a
secondary objective is the incentive to attend the
monthly meeting and stay until the end. If members
were permitted to leave early and take their seedling,
then the extreme of this would be members popping
by at the start, taking a seedling, and leaving. As we
provide more than we get back in dues, we consider it
a reasonable request that members stay until the end.

Dyckia ‘Angelita’

Supplied by Jimmy Woolsey, listed in fcbs.org as a
"“cv. of unknown parentage". It arose from a batch of
dyckia seedlings from the BSI Seed Bank and grown
by Terry Coulthard. Jimmy says that since the small
(3-4”) medium green plant produces its 6” bloom
spike with half a dozen or so yellow flowers out of
the center as opposed to from between leaves on the
side, it is felt by some to be a cross of a dyckia and
an encholirium, e.g. a “
" dycholirium". Jimmy has
grown the plant for some time, with no problems noted in its care. — Info contributed by Sam Chism.

MAY PROGRAM:

The Seedling-of-the-Month (SOM) activity is part of
the Bromeliad Society/Houston’s education program.
We feel that by providing you with a variety of Bromeliads over a year, you have the opportunity to
grow them and learn their cultural needs. The annual
cost of your SOMs, which is $50 assuming you attend every meeting, is much greater than your dues.

John Schmidt
Thurs., 7/17 , 7:00 p.m.

DEADLINE FOR MARCH BULLETIN:

4/28/14

The Society has not consistently enforced these policies lately. In the future, the seedlings will not be
accessible until the meeting is declared adjourned.
Also, because of the expense, only one seedling per
dual membership will be available at future meetings.

Picture (left) courtesy of fcbs.org.
See April 2013 Bulletin for pictures of the following seedlings.

Bring your April seedlings-of-the-month
from past years to Show and Tell.
April, 2013 Neoregelia smithii (pictured above)
April, 2012 Neoregelia ‘Sunset’
April, 2011 Neoregelia punctatissima var. rubra
(Listed in Bulletin as Neo. bahiana)
April, 2010 Billbergia ‘Casa Blanca’
April, 2009 Cryptanthus marginatus
April, 2008 Neoregelia ‘Tricolor Perfecta’
April, 2007 Vriesea hieroglyphica
April, 2006 Alcantarea vinicolor

N

President’s Page
o poetry or quotations this month, just a lot of news.

In expectation that garden clubs will not be able to afford fees at
the new building in Hermann Park’s Centennial Gardens, Houston Parks and Recreation have offered to let Bromeliad Society/Houston
continue to meet in the West Gray Metropolitan Multi-Service Center for
the foreseeable future. The offer is for a fee of about $60 per meeting or
for free, if we agree to present 2 or 3 programs or workshops a year on
weekdays, for the regular participants at the Center. Our BS/H Board
agreed to do the latter.
We held our first plant sale at the Center on Saturday April 5. We had
excellent media publicity support, a lot of customers, protection from the
weather, and a very successful sale.
An endangered species sponsorship at Mercer Arboretum has been initiated
in memory of Lindsey Stowe by Bromeliad Society/Houston Friends. The
species selected is the Scarlet Catchfly, a rather vivid orange blooming
plant. A donation receptacle will be available at future meetings for those
wishing to donate. If you want to donate directly to Mercer, send a check
made out to The Mercer Society and designated for Scarlet Catchfly Sponsorship in memory of Lindsey Dianne Stowe, to: Mercer Arboretum and
Botanic Gardens, c/o Conservation Manager, 22306 Aldine Westfield Rd.,
Humble, TX 77338-1071.

Picture courtesy of the wildflow-

er.org website.
A hotel and date have been established for the 36th Southwest Bromeliad
Guild Show and Sale which we are hosting this fall. It will be held October 24-26, 2014 at the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Houston Intercontinental Airport, which is on John F.
Kennedy Blvd between N. Beltway 8 and the airport. Please mark your calendars, and more information will
be available soon.

Due to the timing of the SWBG Show, the Board is changing our regular October meeting date from the
third Tuesday, 10/21, to the fourth Tuesday, 10/28. The October meeting is important and must be held because we elect our 2015 officers that evening.
I previously noted that David Skrivanek donated 8 sets of historical colored slides to BS/H. These are of
BS/H activities dating back to 1970. They are in S-100 slide trays, not compatible with a Kodak projector. I
have been able to find some free Kodak Carousel Transvue 140 Slide Trays on Craig’s List, but I also need
about 5 each of the Transvue 80 trays (smaller capacity). Appreciate any suggestions on where I might find
these.
Finally, a big THANK YOU goes to all those who provided support and plants for the plant sale. We answered a lot of questions and met a lot of new customers. It was a successful day for our mission of Bromeliad education.

Gene Powers

Thanks to the following donors to the March raffle table: Jan Garver, Odean Head, Jim Woolsey, Sam
Chism and Ruby Adams.
And the lucky winners were: Jan Garver, Don Green, Steven Michael Ramirez, Rick Richtmyer, Gene
Powers, Noreen Tolman, Judith Neufeld and Don Laird.
The raffle brought in $81.
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SHOW TIME!
Date and place: Friday, May 16 through Sunday, May 18, 2014
Mercer Arboretum and Botanic Gardens, 22306 Aldine-Westfield Humble, Texas

T

he show title is "Bromeliads — Jewels in the
Garden". Basically, the show schedule is
unchanged except there is a new award: The
Lindsey Stowe Cryptanthus Sweepstakes will be
awarded to the exhibitor entering the most Cryptanthus that score 90 points (blue ribbon) or higher.
The success of a show and sale depends on the participation of the members. Many of you have volunteered to help. Thank you. If you have not volunteered, it is not too late. We still need assistance in
several areas.
We also need exhibitors! The cold weather is discouraging, but it is time to select potential show entries. I hope your most promising plants are in the
best available light and are receiving special care.
Remember to keep any lower dried/damaged leaves
removed, but no trimming until entry time. If you
are not working with your potential entries, please
start ASAP. Remember, they do not have to be perfect. Grooming will correct many minor flaws and
make even major flaws less noticeable.
Please enter, even if you only have a couple of
plants. Do not forget about the Artistic Category.
Plants in Decorative Containers do not have to be
mature, and not as many points are deducted for
flaws. Plants used in Artistic Arrangements do not
have to be grown by the exhibitor, so purchase a

plant or two and create an Artistic Arrangement to
enter. Allyn wants competition.
Classification will be open on Friday, May 16 from
noon until 3:00 p.m. If your boss will not let you
have time off on Friday, someone else may enter
your plants for you. If all else fails, you may make
special arrangements to enter your plants on Saturday between 8:00 and 8:30 a.m. by contacting the
show chairperson and submitting a completed entry
sheet a minimum of ten days before the entry date.
We will all miss visiting Nita Ankenbruck’s country home and Doug Trahan’s cooking, but there will
still be a party and rare plant auction. More info will
be in the May Bulletin. Steve Reynolds and Chris
Nguyen are collecting auction items and Cherie Lee
will be creating the computer file of the auction
items this year. Please let Steve or Chris know what
you will be donating and send the information concerning your donation(s) to Cherie as soon as possible (by May 10 would be best). The proceeds will
help with party and society expenses.
Please do not forget to pick up your entry tags, entry sheet, and show schedule at the April meeting.
Thank You!

Wray Page and Charlien Rose

IT WAS SALE TIME!

O

BS/H Sale at the Houston Multi-Service Center

n Saturday, April 5, BS/H held it’s annual spring sale at the West Gray Multi-Service Center. This
was the first time we have had a sale at this location, and it was a great success. There were plenty of
high-quality plants available as well as a nice variety, and we added some new names to our regular
customers.
Thanks to everyone who helped at the sale: especially Verna Powers, Cherie Lee and Louise Epperson for
their help in the kitchen (and everyone who brought food), and Cynthia Johnson and Annette Dominguez
for so patiently helping at the cash registers. Thanks, of course, to all our members who brought plants to sell,
made themselves available to customers to answer questions, and helped with setup and cleanup. Don Green
deserves special mention for putting on the demonstrations for the public. (Editor: And Allyn Pearlman for
doing his usual great job organizing everything).
Don’t forget to get more plants ready for our sale in May at the annual show at Mercer Arboretum. We’re not
done yet!

Allyn
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Meet our April Speaker:
Don Green
Don is a native of Oklahoma and a graduate of the University of Oklahoma. He lived in Boston for 16 years prior to moving to Houston in
1981. He is a registered architect. In addition to Bromeliads Don has
two other passions: classic cars and art glass. David and Linda
Whipkey are one of only three couples Don has ever met who collect
Burmese glass. Don’s favorite Bromeliad genera is Aechmea, although
today he grows more Cryptanthus and Tillandsias due to space limitations. His favorite Bromeliad is Tillandsia cyanea.
Don first became aware of the variety and beauty of Bromeliads during
a visit to the San Diego Zoo. He joined Bromeliad Society/Houston,
Inc. in 1993. Don has served as a Director, Vice President and President of BS/HI and as Vice President and President of the Southwest
Bromeliad Guild. He has chaired Garden Tours, Holiday Party and
Nominating committees for BS/HI. Since becoming a BSI accredited
judge Don has judged shows in Texas, Louisiana and Florida and has served on Placement Committee, Judges
Committee, Awards Committee and General Show Committee for various BS/HI, SWBG and BSI World
Conference Shows. Don is presently serving on the Board of Directors of BS/HI and as Co-chair of the Judges Committee for our upcoming BSI Standard Bromeliad Show.
His program will be an interactive review of how to get entries ready for the Show, including questions and
answers and limited demonstrations of materials which can be used for cleaning, potting, mounting and arranging Bromeliads for entry. Interactive means member participation in the discussions.

Member Message Board
 Please welcome our new members:
(Left) A Dyckia hybrid in bloom in
Allyn Pearlman’s
garden.
(Below)
Aechmea tayoensis
in Gordon Stowe’s
greenhouse.



Jane Littell
2203 Stanmore Drive
Houston, TX 77019
281-702-3751
janelittell@comcast.net



Jermon C. Malone
9611 Ridgeworth Lane
Humble, TX 77346
281-236-9054
jermonc@gmail.com

 Members who would appreciate your thoughts
and prayers:



Mary Ellen Rinebold
Phil and Carole Speer’s daughter is undergoing treatment at M.D. Anderson.
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Charcoal, The Forgotten Ingredient
By Rex Hardy

W

hen I was a young man, one of my memories of helping my late father with his cacti in his large
glasshouse, was the way he always included charcoal in his potting mixes. Up until recently, I always
thought the idea of this was to help drainage of the potting mix, but a small article in one of my father’s cactus
books told me otherwise.
In the days of wood fires, charcoal was plentiful, and the benefit to potting mixes was well recognized. It
appears that as our wood fires have disappeared from the scene, so has the use of charcoal, yet its benefits are
still there.
It should be noted that charcoal has no food value in itself. However, it does have several important uses for
plants and potting mixes. One of the most important is that it acts like a magnet and a sponge collecting and
conserving ammonia. This remarkable function is one of the marvels of science yet no one has been able to
explain why. If pieces of charcoal are in the soil, roots will cling to them to absorb the collected ammonia.
When organic fertilizer decomposes, one of the first products given off by the bacteria is ammonia gas. This
gas is extremely volatile and easily escapes, but if a grain of charcoal lies next to a grain of fertilizer, it will
absorb 80 times its own bulk in ammonia and will hold it, a trait that plant roots utilize. It is the ammoniaforming capacity of bone meal, fish meal, natural manure, compost and other such organic fertilizers that we
pay for, and the gas should not be allowed to escape.
Charcoal has other equally valuable properties. It is the world’s most perfect purifier. It acts as a continuous
factory for the destruction of injurious acids. Whenever evil organic gases are given off, charcoal will absorb
the odor. A sprinkling of charcoal over the compost heap will not only prevent odor but will conserve
ammonia. After purchasing the charcoal, break it into half-inch pieces by placing it on a large piece of plastic
and breaking it with a hammer. Further benefits that plants receive by incorporating charcoal in your potting
mixes include: 1) It checks damping off of seedlings; 2) When cuttings are started in water it encourages root
growth and keeps the water fresh; 3) Charcoal in potting mixes also sweetens the soil and saves fertilizer; 4)
Last, but not least, it helps to open up the potting mix as well as helping in drainage.
If you are now using Perlite in your potting mix, why not substitute some of it with some small pieces of
charcoal?
Thanks to the Journal of the Bromeliad Society, Volume 52, Number 5, September-October 2002, for this
article which was reprinted with minor revision from the publication of the Bromeliad Society of New Zealand,
38(4):6, May 1998. The article originally appeared in the Journal of the Epiphytic Cacti and Hoya Society of
Australia Inc., Vol 11(1), July-Sept 1996. (Ed.: Recycling at its best).

2014 DUES & YEARBOOK!
Carole Richtmyer is in the process of publishing the yearbook and it will be available at the April Meeting.
Please make sure your dues are paid so you will be listed in the Yearbook for 2014. Out-of-town members
who wish their yearbook mailed to them should contact Carole.
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April
Birthdays
The Houston Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month
at 7:30 PM
First Christian Church
1601 Sunset Blvd
Next meeting will be May 1, 2014

Lucy Melara
Joanna Smith
Christina Rankin
Verna Powers
Larry Friedman
Faye Stansberry
Bill Keiser
Lee Rowell
Jo Ann Hanson
Jan Liang
Gene Powers

4/02
4/06
4/08
4/17
4/23
4/23
4/25
4/26
4/27
4/29
4/30

Meeting
Refreshments
It’s time again for the N-Zs to
step up and bring some special
refreshments to the April
meeting. We know the food
will be great, as always, and
coffee and punch will be furnished by the club.

Dates to Remember
Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting third Sunday of month
at 2:00 PM
(Meeting day changed in April due to Easter)
Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center
2020 Hermann Drive
Next meeting will be April 13, 2014







Multiple Societies Plant Sale at Jimbo’s Nursery,
April 26
BS/H Annual Show and Sale, May 16 - 18, 2014,
Mercer Arboretum and Botanic Gardens.
BS/H Bromeliad ABCs Picnic, Saturday, June 21, at
the Johnson’s, Beaumont, Texas
BSI World Bromeliad Conference, “Bromeliads in
Paradise,” Honolulu, Hawaii, September 8-14, 2014
Southwest Bromeliad Guild Show, Houston, TX,
October 24-26.

Jimbo’s Nursery
15019 8th St., Santa Fe,TX 77517, 409-925-6933

www.Jimbosnurserytx.com; email: Jimbos3@earthlink.net
We have a large selection of Aechmea, Billbergia, Cryptanthus, Dyckia, Neoregelia, and Tillandsia. Please compare our prices and our quality.
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific
goals of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.

Officers and Chairmen
Gene Powers
7319 Foster Creek Drive
Richmond, TX 77406
281-633-0936
powersgw@aol.com
Vice President
Ruby Harlan Adams
Secretary
Charlien Rose
Treasurer
Allyn Pearlman
Past President
Gary Gallick
Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/14
12/31/15
12/31/16
Daryl Page
Lindsey Stowe
Don Green
Audrey VanWright Vickey Gurka
Steve Reynolds
President

There are two classes of membership:
I.

Individual
Husband and wife

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current year.
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
for more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or emailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly
meetings. Articles and any other information pertinent to
bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.
Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388
planobrom@aol.com

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor Carole Richtmyer
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
Members: Phil Speer, Lynn Schermerhorn,
Ken Gardner
3. Programs Chairman
Ruby Harlan Adams
Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
Gary Gallick/Gene Powers
II.
Committees of the Board
1. Annual Show
Charlien Rose
2. Bromeliad Culture
Open
Members
Chris Nguyen
3. Holiday Party
Allyn Pearlman
4. Garden Tours
John Schmidt
5. Historian
David Whipkey
Vice Chairman
Jimmy Woolsey
6. Hospitality Coordinator Louise Epperson
Members:
Daryl Page, Verna Powers
7. Librarian
Ruby H. Adams
8. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
9. Raffle Plants
Cherie and Frank Lee,
Wray Page
10. Seedlings
Provided by Jimmy Woolsey
11. Show & Tell
Rick Richtmyer assisted by
Chris Nguyen, Wray Page, Gary Gallick, and
Lynn Schermerhorn
12. Members’ and Visitors’ Registrar Ken Gardner,
Noreen Tolman, Midge Gorman
13. Courtesy
Midge Gorman
14. Webmaster
Joy Reynolds
Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild Charlien Rose, Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Gene Powers
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Bromeliad
Society
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388

FIRST CLASS

