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MEETING DATE:

July, 2014

Tuesday, July 15, 7:30 p.m.

PROGRAM SPEAKER:

Malcom McCorquodale

PROGRAM TITLE:
“Photographing Your Bromeliads”
Malcolm will give us tips and tricks on how to more successfully photograph our bromeliads.
SEEDLING:

Dyckia dawsonii

Supplied by Jimmy Woolsey. “Dyckia dawsonii is a very
collectible plant. It's mostly stickers with many very narrow leaflets connecting them. The stickers are lighter
than the leaflets and quite prominent. It's been used in a
very well known hybrid, D. ‘Brittle Star’. It’s a large
plant 12 or more inches in diameter and the color can
range from brownish/copper to darker red. I think the
very narrow leaflets indicate it can tolerate heavy
drought conditions. I plan on growing mine near my Brittle Star with strong morning light.” — Cultural info contributed by Sam Chism. Picture courtesy of fcbs.org.

T

here are those of us who nurture and care
for bromeliads well. Then, there are those
who share with others on how to do the
same, but few of us can do it all, including entertaining and sharing their collection of bromeliads
with their society members.
We thank the Johnsons, Ray and Cynthia, for a
wonderful ABCs visit at their home and the home
of their hundreds of broms, in Beaumont, on June
21st. Also, thanks to Sam Chism for sharing his
knowledge of mounting bromeliads on various media/materials.
—- Ruby H. Adams

MEETING AGENDA:
 Greetings/Call to Order /Plant Sale
 Show and Tell
 Cultural Tips
 Meeting
 Break/Refreshments/Buy raffle tickets/plants
 Program
 Raffle
 Adjourn

AUGUST PROGRAM:
NEXT BOARD MEETING:

Charlie Birdsong
Thurs., 7/17 , 7:00 p.m.

DEADLINE FOR AUGUST BULLETIN:

7/28/14

Pictures by Rick Richtmyer

President’s Page
Hawaii
With the upcoming World Bromeliad Conference scheduled soon in Hawaii, I decided to look at the history of Bromeliads there. Those of you
planning to attend may find this summary good preparation; those of
you not going may find this a fascinating bit of history. I used the Fifty
Year Index of the Journal for my research. I hope this summary will encourage you to dig a little deeper and read the complete articles on the
BSI website.
1951 V1(2):13
BROMELIADS IN THE HAWAIIAN ISLANDS , David Barry, Jr.
David notes that the pineapple is the dominant Bromeliad there and the
pineapple economy is protected by prohibition of import of any other
Bromeliad plants. However seed import is not prohibited. He points out
that the climate is perfect for Bromeliads and says “let us waste no time
in sending (seed) to our Hawaiian friends.”
1956, V6(2):19-20
GARDENS OF THE MEMBERS No. I: BROMELIAD ENTHUSIASTS IN HAWAII, David Barry, Jr.
David visits Mr. and Mrs. W. W. G. Moir in their Hawaiian Island garden where they have many wild collected orchids. Unable to collect bromeliads, the Moirs do have a garden of bromeliads, consisting mainly
of kinds that have found their way to the Islands over the years, and probably long before the day of plant
introduction rules.
1961 V11(1):3-7
THE BROMELIADS OF OUR FIFTIETH STATE, Victoria Padilla
Victoria describes the importance of pineapples to Hawaii. Then she remarks, “ornamental bromeliads are
only now coming into their own in Hawaii, and it will probably be several years before they are seen in any
number.”
Paul R. Weissich, director of the Foster Botanical Garden, has hopes to acquire enough plants to build up an
outstanding collection and in time introduce bromeliads into private estates. The Garden now has a few bromeliads.
One of the oldest and best known bromeliad gardens is that belonging to the Goodale Moirs. Howard
Yamamoto, also of Honolulu, is raising seedlings by the thousands and with amazing results.
1966 VI6(4):81-83
BROMELIADS IN HAWAII, David Barry, Jr.
Many of the Bromeliads imported by Foster Gardens made it through the year-long quarantine, and are now
planted out in the Gardens.
Some growing from seed is ocurring. In general, however, very little is being done with bromeliads in the
Hawaiian Islands due mostly to lack of material both in quantity and quality.
The Moirs are rapidly replacing their orchid collection with Bromeliads.
1967 V17(3):69
HOW I BECAME INTERESTED IN BROMELIADS, Howard Yamamoto
Howard was attracted to Bromeliads after seeing them on a visit to Los Angeles. Stymied by the import ban,
he began growing from seed and hybridizing.
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The following 3 articles recount aspects of the Moir’s experience with Bromeliads:
1968 V18(5):99-103
BROMELS AT LIPOLANI , W. W. G. and May A. Moir
1975 V25(1):13-20
ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS IN BROMELIAD GARDENING, Goodale and May Moir
1975 V25(6):223-225
GERMINATION OF BROMELIADS IN OUR GARDEN, W.W.G. and MAY A. MOIR
Not yet posted to the public on BSI website:
1990 V40(4):147-150
AN ACCOLADE FOR THE GREAT LADY OF HAWAII: MAY A. MOIR, Jack Percival
Impressed with Journal photographs of Bromeliad flower arrangements by May Moir, Jack describes his
meeting with her at her home, conversations, and tour of the gardens.

Meet our July Speaker:

M

Malcolm McCorquodale

alcolm has been actively involved with BSH for
nearly 10 years. He jumped into the society with
both feet, running. Almost immediately, he joined
judging school to learn more about caring for his collection of bromeliads. He is now an accredited judge and a budding photographer of bromeliads.

While growing up, Malcolm's father had a dark room that doubled as the laundry room where they developed and enlarged photos. Malcolm became interested in photography while in high school and began with a Konica.
He entered the digital world in 2001 and started taking pictures for the Houston Judging Center of the American Orchid Society in 2008. He has photographed awarded plants in several local plant society shows and his
photos have appeared in Orchids (The Bulletin of the American Orchid Society), local plant society publications and the Houston Chronicle.

Bring your July seedlings from previous years to the meeting for Show
and Tell, including Cryptanthus ‘Starlight’ (2013) pictured at left,
courtesy of the tropicalplants.com website. Seedlings from July of
previous years are Neoregelia ampullacea X plutonis (2012); Billbergia ‘Hallelujah’ (2011); Vriesea fosteriana ‘Rubra’, (2010); Neoregelia ‘Scarlet Charlotte’ (2009); Neoregelia ‘Oeser’s 100’ (2008); Alcanterea imperialis (2007). See pictures in the 2013 July Bulletin.
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SHOWS ARE EXPENSIVE
Thanks to the members who recycled their ribbons, plaques, and BSI medallions, and to Burnell Curtis for
removing the outdated ID strips. You saved the society $519.00 this year.
Thanks also to the members who donated money to purchase various plaques, awards, the show schedule, etc.
You saved the society $301.51.
All the contributions of food, ink, paper and other supplies also helped make sponsoring the show possible.
The BS/HI is very fortunate to have so many active members who support its various activities.
Please remember to participate in the success of the upcoming Southwest Bromeliad Guild Show and Sale in
October.
Thanks,

Charlien
More 2014 BS/H Show Winners

Clockwise from upper left: Best Judges, Guzmania splendens, Malcolm McCorquodale; Lindsey Stowe Cryptanthus Sweepstakes, C. bivittatus, Ruby Adams; Members’ Choice, Neoglaziouii variegata, Cynthia Johnson; Best Novice, Orthophytum
gurkenii ‘Warren Loose’, Gordon Stowe; Bob Whitman Best Cryptanthus Species, C.
grazieliae, Carole Richtmyer; Warren Loose Best Cryptanthus Hybrid and Best in
Div. III, Sec. C, Multiple Foliage, C. ‘Absolute Zero’, Ruby Adams.
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What is this Witchcraft?

W

Lynn Hudson (1998)

hat is the phenomenon of allure
and captivation bromeliads exert
over people? They are prickly and
scratch. More often than not they are full of extremely smelly water, which will inevitably spill or splash
on the person who is trying to tidy them up!
How do normal people suddenly get the
“brom-bug” after taking just one plant home? How
do they suppose they will be satisfied with just one
when there are hundreds of the scratchy little devils
waiting to take over their gardens, homes and lives?
Why do they change from brown eyed normal people to green eyed droolers when faced with a plant
they have never seen before, and that ‘I have to have
it’ monster takes charge of their sanity and pocket?
I have heard them say they are not interested
in Tillandsias, then lo and behold at the next meeting,
they have purchased six or more – “just for contrast,
aren’t they great?”. Next chance they get, they are
buying more! No one can stay with just one genera,
each is too beautiful, too alluring.
Why is there such a strong friendship link between collectors? A group of such persons, so utterly
different, each attend their monthly club meetings,
get to know other enthusiasts from all around the
world through club affiliations, attend the biennial
conference like it is a religion - yes to learn, but just
as much to rekindle friendships formed over the
years.
It is quite mind - boggling. They have Round
Robin discussions on the Internet, they spend hours
and years hybridizing and studying these plants then
very carefully report their successes and failures to
other enthusiasts. They even publicly argue over the
names and cultivation of these plants - yet stay good
friends. They go on collecting trips to both fascinat-

Reprinted from the 18th World
Bromeliad Conference Booklet.

ing and dangerous places and report back to avid envious friends and anyone else who will listen. They
use up years preparing books to share these wonderful plants - books with magnificent photographs.
Then to share them further, many more hours are forgone translating these magnificent books into other
languages.
If only we could harness this enthusiastic
friendship. What a difference we could make in this
world! Whoa, back to the plants and their allure.
Is it borne of the sun shining through a beautiful purple neoregelia or spotted billbergia? Is it the sudden
appearance of a flower spike followed by the majestic
blooming? Is it the beautiful colours that touch and
gladden our very core? Is it the way the little devils
multiply so we can have more - some to keep, some
to give away, some to sell and finally some to mulch
under the lawn mower when they threaten to be really
feral? Is it the same for other plant enthusiasts eg.
rose lovers?
Maybe it is the fauna they attract - the scurrying lizard or the smiling sleeping vivid green frog,
the noisy leatherhead or silvereye bird stealing Tillandsia usneoides for his nest, or the stupid dove
which puts down a few twigs and lays her eggs
amidst them.
I do not know exactly what the allure is.
Maybe it is just the whole fascinating gamut of the
bromeliad family and the bromeliad enthusiast family. But be warned, the bug will get you - once you
take one home, they are addictive.
One thing I do know - the allure is certainly
not the fiendish scratchy prickles! Be warned, you
too can become bewitched, bothered and bewildered
by bromeliads and yes, scratched.

Blooming now in Dr.
Steve Reynolds garden, from left: Guzmania heliconioides
rubra; Billbergia ‘La
Vie En Rose’; and
Orthophytum ‘Blaze’.
Pictures by Steve Reynolds
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The Houston Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month
at 7:30 PM
First Christian Church
1601 Sunset Blvd
Next meeting will be August 7, 2014

Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting third Sunday of month
at 2:00 PM
Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center
2020 Hermann Drive
Next meeting will be July 20, 2014

Dates to Remember


BSI World Bromeliad Conference, “Bromeliads in
Paradise,” Honolulu, Hawaii, September 8-14, 2014



Southwest Bromeliad Guild Show, Houston, TX,
October 24-26.

Welcome to our new members:
 Kathy Stahl
1701 Norwood, Deer Park, Texas 77536
281-930-1771 (home), 713-515-2122 (cell)
katherinehstahl@gmail.com
 John Edmonson and Mary Cinotto
16023 Pebble Bend Dr., Houston, TX 77068
281-537-9024
john@edmonsonphoto.com

July
Birthdays
Dave Schneider
Doug Trahan
Maylon Lemar Adams
Allyn Pearlman
Joan Beaubouef
Mary Cinotto
Mary McConnell
Rene Ryan
Don Laird

7/01
7/04
7/07
7/12
7/16
7/25
7/27
7/27
7/29

Meeting
Refreshments
Back to the N-Zs
again to step up and
bring some special
refreshments to the
July meeting.
We
know the food will be
great, as always, and coffee and punch will
be furnished by the club.
Southwest Bromeliad Guild Show & Sale
We have placed listings in the calendars of
the Lazy Gardener Newsletter and District IV
Texas Garden Clubs.
PLEASE, PLEASE SEND
IN YOUR REGISTRATION!

Jimbo’s Nursery
15019 8th St., Santa Fe,TX 77517, 409-925-6933

www.Jimbosnurserytx.com; email: Jimbos3@earthlink.net
We have a large selection of Aechmea, Billbergia, Cryptanthus, Dyckia, Neoregelia, and Tillandsia. Please compare our prices and our quality.
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific
goals of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.

Officers and Chairmen
Gene Powers
7319 Foster Creek Drive
Richmond, TX 77406
281-633-9036
powersgw@aol.com
Vice President
Ruby Harlan Adams
Secretary
Charlien Rose
Treasurer
Allyn Pearlman
Past President
Gary Gallick
Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/14
12/31/15
12/31/16
Daryl Page
Gordon Stowe
Don Green
Audrey VanWright Vickey Gurka
Steve Reynolds
President

There are two classes of membership:
I.

Individual
Husband and wife

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current year.
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
for more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or emailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly
meetings. Articles and any other information pertinent to
bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.
Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388
planobrom@aol.com

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor Carole Richtmyer
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
Members: Phil Speer, Lynn Schermerhorn,
Ken Gardner
3. Programs Chairman
Ruby Harlan Adams
Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
Gary Gallick/Gene Powers
II.
Committees of the Board
1. Annual Show
Charlien Rose
2. Bromeliad Culture
Open
Members
Chris Nguyen
3. Holiday Party
Allyn Pearlman
4. Garden Tours
John Schmidt
5. Historian
David Whipkey
Vice Chairman
Jimmy Woolsey
6. Hospitality Coordinator Louise Epperson
Members:
Daryl Page, Verna Powers
7. Librarian
Ruby H. Adams
8. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
9. Raffle Plants
Cherie and Frank Lee,
Wray Page
10. Seedlings
Provided by Jimmy Woolsey
11. Show & Tell
Rick Richtmyer assisted by
Chris Nguyen, Wray Page, Gary Gallick, and
Lynn Schermerhorn
12. Members’ and Visitors’ Registrar Ken Gardner,
Noreen Tolman, Midge Gorman
13. Courtesy
Midge Gorman
14. Webmaster
Joy Reynolds
Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild Charlien Rose, Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Gene Powers
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Society
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388

FIRST CLASS

