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Notes for August 2014
Bulletin
PLEASE REGISTER FOR SOUTHWEST
BROMELIAD GUILD EVENT

MEETING DATE:

Tuesday, August 19, 7:30 p.m.

PROGRAM SPEAKER:

Charlie Birdsong

PROGRAM TITLE:
“Bromeliads on the Australian Gold Coast.”
See page 3 for more information about Charlie
and his program.
SEEDLING:

It would be a tremendous help to those of us dealing
with event logistics if you would send in your registration now or bring it to the August meeting. If
you are delaying because you don’t know how
many plants you will enter, register now and followup later with an email concerning your Show entries. The four relevant documents are at http://
bromeliadsocietyhouston.org under “Forms”. If you
have questions, call Gene Powers, 713-907-7049.
Reservations will not be accepted after October 10
(due to increased costs), or when the Banquet
room is filled – whichever comes first.

Cryptanthus bivittatus ‘Ruby’

Supplied by Jimmy Woolsey. In the Florida database, fcbs.org, it's listed as Cryptanthus ‘"Ruby",’ a
cultivar of bivittatus var. atropurpureus. It needs
enough light to keep a dark red color. Too little
light and the color fades to a green. — Information
provided by Sam Chism.
MEETING AGENDA:
 Greetings/Call to Order /Plant Sale
 Show and Tell
 Cultural Tips
 Meeting
 Break/Refreshments/Buy raffle tickets/plants
 Program
 Raffle
 Adjourn

SEPTEMBER PROGRAM:
Darryl Cornwall
Horticulture Dept. of Harris County, Precinct 1
NEXT BOARD MEETING:

Thurs., 11/20, 7:00 p.m.

DEADLINE FOR SEPTEMBER BULLETIN: 8/28/14

If you plan to stay at the Hotel, our $89/day rate is
not guaranteed after September 8.
PATENTED BROMELIADS
It is illegal to sell pups or plants of hybrid Bromeliads that are protected by a United States patent unless you are licensed. You may grow pups and
propagate for your own pleasure but not for profit.
You might consider putting “patented” on the labels
of such plants as a reminder. Future Seedling-of-the
-Month culture notes in the Bulletin will indicate if
the plant is patented.
CONTACT NUMBER
If we have a scheduled meeting at the West Gray
Metropolitan Multi-Services Center and you have a
last minute question whether the Center is open
(weather conditions, etc.), call its main number at
832-395-7333.
MEMBER PLANT SALE AT THIS MEETING.
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President’s Page
t’s too hot to wax poetic or resort to quotations, so I will pass along
some practical experience information from various sources which
has impressed me.

I won a Neoregelia ‘Takemura Princeps’ on the raffle table in October of
2013. It was rather scruffy and I did not expect it to make a very pretty
plant although the hybrid is very nice. So I decided to try a procedure that
has been widely practiced, but I had never tried – kill the meristem to force
immediate pupping. I did this over the winter and did not record the date.
My first inclination was to use a Phillips-head screwdriver because of its
fluted shape. But Terry Coulthard told me, “no, no, use a flat blade –
you need to be sure you kill the meristem but don’t puncture the tank”. So
I did. In June this year, I harvested 4 pups and potted them. Checking today, I find 4 more pups. The procedure worked outstandingly! Time will
tell if I actually have a Takemura Princeps; but whatever it is, it is prolific
when threatened with death.
Last year I passed along the advice from John Arden to cut bloomed out
inflorescences from Tillandsias to increase pupping. That continues to be
effective for me. I don’t know if it works on other genera?
I have described this method of growing Tillandisa from seed in the past, but it may be of interest to newer
members. This technique was developed by Bob Hudson, Cairns, Australia. He germinates on small rectangles of plastic screening supported by a wooden frame, hanging horizontally. When the seeds are about
1/3 inch he transfers them to sunscreen fabric backed by polystyrene foam board, attaching with a hot glue
gun. These boards are hung vertically to conserve space. A detailed description of his procedure is not easy
to find on the Internet, but I will be happy to share my notes from his talks and emails with anyone who is
interested. A misting system is helpful for initial germination of the seed. I ran mine for 5 minutes three to
four times a day.
More techniques of growing Tillandsia seed can be found at http://fcbs.org, Bromeliad Information, Culture,
Growing from Seed.
Mark Dimmitt says force Tillandsias (not seed) with light, humidity, and circulation, and fertilize every
week with 20-20-20 plus micronutrients at one-half to one-fourth the recommended strength. (J. Bromeliad
Society, V 34, Nov-Dec 1984, pp 245-251.)
Pots that tip over can be a big problem. Watering may be one of the causes. Plants lose the water in their
cup, tend to grow crooked, etc. A simple technique described to me by Don & Betty Garrison some years
ago involves cattle panels from Tractor Supply (the ones with square holes, 4 “ x 4“) and 4-1/2” pots (I buy
4-1/2” Geranium pots from National Polymers, Inc.). The rim of the pots rest on the wire (4 point support,
no tipping), and it takes a lot of force to dislodge and upset them. This size pot is fine for most Neoregelias
and other smaller genera. For larger pots (I don’t remember the dimensions), he bought a rectangular divided panel which fit the pots on its short length, but then he had to wire-in a supporting wire on the long dimension. It looked like too much effort to me. Tropiflora does something similar, putting larger empty pots
in square wire panels. They can then put the same size or smaller pot into the empty pot.
A reminder: Start selecting the plants you intend to enter in the Southwest Bromeliad Guild Show in October and begin their preparation.
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Meet our
August Speaker:
Charlie Birdsong

harlie developed his interest in Bromeliads from his
parents in the late 1960’s in New Orleans. He
moved away to attend LSU in Baton Rouge in 1963
and has lived there ever since. After college he started his
collection with Mulford Foster plants he and his parents
had been given by Erik Knoblock. He brought his small
collection to Baton Rouge and moved them in and out
when the cold weather came.
In 1975 Charlie helped to create the Bromeliad Society of
Baton Rouge. As a charter member he has served in every
office over the years and still serves the Society as president today. He also serves as the representative for Baton Rouge with the Southwest Bromeliad Guild. Charlie joined the BSI in 1975 and attended many World Conferences as well as chaired the rare plant auction at
four World Conferences. A few years ago, he co-chaired the very successful Southwest Guild and International Cryptanthus show in Baton Rouge. Charlie is now serving the BSI as the Director for Louisiana.
After years of trying to get a judging school in New Orleans, he joined the school in Houston and is now a
Master Judge and has judged many Shows since accreditation in 1996. Charlie has been a member of the
Judges Handbook revision committee through the Judges Certification Committee from his District.
Charlie is also a popular speaker at local Garden Societies and other plant groups and Bromeliad Societies
throughout Louisiana, Texas and Florida. He has written articles for the BSI Journal and Local Society Plant
bulletins as well as the Greater New Orleans Bromeliad Society bulletin Potpourri.
He grows many Genera and although Billbergias are his favorites, most of his plants are Neoregelias. (Editor:
Charlie has a passion for purple plants — maybe LSU school colors?) His collection suffered extreme losses
in the freezes of January 2010 but he considered it only as an opportunity to rebuild his collection, now up to
over 1400 different species and hybrids. Charlie is fortunate to have a daughter living in Florida and another
one in Australia. Under the excuse of a Grandpa visit he has made many trips to see shows and visit vendors
every year and hopes to continue his bromeliad visits in the future.
Because of his far-ranging travels and extraordinary collection, Charlie is one of the most knowledgeable
growers and judges in the area, as well as an entertaining speaker. Be sure not to miss his program on Australian bromeliads.

(Left) Neo. fluminensis, or camorimiana (2013). Bring your August seedlings from previous years to the meeting for Show and Tell, including
Cryptanthus ‘Ti’ (2012); Neo. ‘Sheba’ (2008 & 2011); Tillandsia ‘Red
Fountain’ or Tillandsia aeranthos (2010); and Tillandsia capitata
(2009). Picture courtesy of fcbs.org. See pictures of the other seedlings
in the 2013 August Bulletin.
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Reprinted with permission from THE LAZY GARDENER &FRIENDS HOUSTON GARDEN NEWSLETTER
(www.lazygardenerandfriends.com), published by John Ferguson and Mark Bowen of Nature's Way Resources with Brenda Beust Smith, Houston's Lazy Gardener.
The 10 Biggest Mistakes Newcomers Make in Trying to Grow Bromeliads in the
Greater Houston Area
Throwing it out after it blooms
Almost all Bromeliads bloom and then they die. The good news is that many of these produce pups or offsets
before they die. These can be left in place and grown as clumps or removed from the parent and separately
potted. When 1/3 to ½ size, cut the pup flush with the parent using a serrated knife.
Over watering
The potting mix should be free draining and never soggy. Let the mix dry-down between waterings. But do
keep fresh water in “vase” shaped plants.
Letting dissolved salts build up in the vase
Dump or flush water from the vase frequently. Dissolved salts concentrate and cause plant “burn,” especially
in Houston’s summer heat.
Wrong potting mix (not soil!)
Use a free draining potting mix. Top soil is not appropriate!
Not tailoring care to the genus you have
The Bromeliad family has more than 50 different genera with growth habitats that range from rain forests to
deserts. About 8 different genera are available in the nursery trade. A general guide is the softer the leaf, the
lower the light requirement. Very, very few Bromeliads can take Houston’s summer sun directly.
Planting it in the ground
Very few Bromeliads will survive Houston’s winter. If you want your Bromeliad outside in dappled light,
sink the pot in the ground, then take it in for the Winter.
Expecting it to bloom every year
The cycle from blooming plant to pup to mature blooming pup will take from 2 to 5 years depending on the
specie or hybrid. The solution is to have several, and different, Bromeliads. Many Bromeliads have gorgeous
blooms, but are plain green otherwise. To have interest between blooms, select some plants with colorful or
patterned leaves.
Over fertilizing
Use slow release pellets or none at all. Never put any type of fertilizer in the vase. You will have an overstimulated green or dead plant. Fertilizing bloomed out mother plants will produce more pups.
Adequate light
Too much light and your plant leaf will bleach or burn; too little, and a colorful plant will slowly become just
green.
Care of Mounted Bromeliads
If you acquire a plant that is mounted: If it has a vase, then the above advice applies (except for potting mix).
If it does not have a vase, soak or spray it with water about twice a week.
For more information:
Buy “Bromeliads – A Cultural Manual” from http://www.bsi.org/new/bromeliad-culture-brochure,
$4 + postage.
http://bromeliadsocietyhouston.org/
http://fcbs.org
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Donors to the July raffle table include Wray & Daryl Page, Gordon Stowe, Jimmy Woolsey, Sam
Chism, and Ruby Adams.

Below is a picture of the sign at Mercer Arboretum
commemorating the sponsorship of the endangered
species, the Scarlet Catchfly, by members of BS/H in
memory of Lindsey Stowe.

The lucky winners were: Noreen Tolman, Vickey
Gurka, Midge Gorman, Don Laird, Steve Reynolds, Audrey VanWright, Billie Emanuel, and
Charlien Rose. (There was one more winner but we
couldn’t read the name.)
The raffle brought in $62.

Member News:
 August 18th, 6 years cancer free for Al-

lyn Pearlman!
 Tommy Emmanuel had surgery July 25 at

Methodist Hospital in the Medical Center.
and is recovering at home.

Proposal to Amend By-law IV (Dues)
At BS/H’s annual business meeting in October, the
membership will vote on the following amendment
to Bylaw IV (Dues):
Change the wording from “Family Membership
(husband and wife)” to read “Family Membership.”
Aechmea fasciata coming
into bloom in Allyn Pearlman’s garden.

The amendment will be voted on at the October
meeting.

Blooming in the Richtmyer’s greenhouse, left to right below: Pitcairnia jimenezii,
Cryptanthus ‘Thelma O’Reilly’, Neo.‘Golden Chalice’ and Araeococcus parviflora.
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The Houston Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month
at 7:30 PM
First Christian Church
1601 Sunset Blvd
Next meeting will be September 4, 2014

August Birthdays
Sam Chism
Don Garrison
Joe Sandel
Flo Adams
Louise Epperson
Scherie Townes
Gordon Rowell
Jan Garver
Joanne Woolsey
Gary Gallick
Dr. Steve Reynolds
Charlien Rose

Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting third Sunday of month
at 2:00 PM
Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center
2020 Hermann Drive
Next meeting will be September 21, 2014

8/02
8/04
8/05
8/08
8/11
8/13
8/17
8/24
8/24
8/27
8/31
8/31

Dates to Remember


BSI World Bromeliad Conference, “Bromeliads in
Paradise,” Honolulu, Hawaii, September 8-14, 2014



Southwest Bromeliad Guild Show, Houston, TX,
October 24-26.

Meeting Refreshments

Jingle Bells
Be sure to put the BS/H
Holiday party on your
calendar for Saturday,
December 6.

O.K., A-Ms, it’s your turn again to bring
some special refreshments to the August
meeting.
We know the food will be great, as always,
and coffee and punch will be furnished by
the club.

Jimbo’s Nursery
15019 8th St., Santa Fe,TX 77517, 409-925-6933

www.Jimbosnurserytx.com; email: Jimbos3@earthlink.net
We have a large selection of Aechmea, Billbergia, Cryptanthus, Dyckia, Neoregelia, and Tillandsia. Please compare our prices and our quality.
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific
goals of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.

Officers and Chairmen
Gene Powers
7319 Foster Creek Drive
Richmond, TX 77406
281-633-9036
powersgw@aol.com
Vice President
Ruby Harlan Adams
Secretary
Charlien Rose
Treasurer
Allyn Pearlman
Past President
Gary Gallick
Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/14
12/31/15
12/31/16
Daryl Page
Gordon Stowe
Don Green
Audrey VanWright Vickey Gurka
Steve Reynolds
President

There are two classes of membership:
I.

Individual
Husband and wife

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current year.
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
for more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or emailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly
meetings. Articles and any other information pertinent to
bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.
Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388
planobrom@aol.com

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor Carole Richtmyer
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
Members: Phil Speer, Lynn Schermerhorn,
Ken Gardner
3. Programs Chairman
Ruby Harlan Adams
Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
Gary Gallick/Gene Powers
II.
Committees of the Board
1. Annual Show
Charlien Rose
2. Bromeliad Culture
Open
Members
Chris Nguyen
3. Holiday Party
Allyn Pearlman
4. Garden Tours
John Schmidt
5. Historian
David Whipkey
Vice Chairman
Jimmy Woolsey
6. Hospitality Coordinator Louise Epperson
Members:
Daryl Page, Verna Powers
7. Librarian
Ruby H. Adams
8. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
9. Raffle Plants
Cherie and Frank Lee,
Wray Page
10. Seedlings
Provided by Jimmy Woolsey
11. Show & Tell
Rick Richtmyer assisted by
Chris Nguyen, Wray Page, Gary Gallick, and
Lynn Schermerhorn
12. Members’ and Visitors’ Registrar Ken Gardner,
Noreen Tolman, Midge Gorman
13. Courtesy
Midge Gorman
14. Webmaster
Joy Reynolds
Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild Charlien Rose, Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Gene Powers
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Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388

FIRST CLASS

