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Meet our
September Speaker:
Darryl Cornwall

MEETING DATE:

Tuesday, Sept. 16, 7:30 p.m.

PROGRAM SPEAKER:

Darryl Cornwall

PROGRAM TITLE:
“Effective and Efficient Composting.”
Darryl will discuss composting and how it aids gardening
and the growth of beautiful dazzling plants, including
bromeliads. He will review useful materials available for
composting, those needing additives before adding to a
compost pile and the correct layering of materials. Location suggestions and materials for maintaining an ideal
composting area will be discussed. Reducing the amount
of waste generated by gardeners and producing organic
matter and nutrients is a win-win for a greener society.
SEEDLING:
Supplied by Jimmy Woolsey. Dyckia fragrans is not
listed in the fcbs.org database, the Alphabetical List of
Bromeliad Binomials or the BCR, although it appears in
many collections. It is chocolate or red colored with yelow flowers. Culture is similar to most Dyckias, provide
strong light and keep well watered. — Information provided by Sam Chism.
MEETING AGENDA:
 Greetings/Call to Order /Plant Sale
 Show and Tell
 Cultural Tips
 Meeting
 Break/Refreshments/Buy raffle tickets/plants
 Program
 Raffle
 Adjourn

OCTOBER PROGRAM:
NEXT BOARD MEETING:

Dennis Cathcart
Thurs., 11/20, 7:00 p.m.

DEADLINE FOR OCTOBER BULLETIN:

9/28/14

Darryl was born in
Trinidad and Tobago. While growing
up, he learned to appreciate plants and
plant life while assisting his father and
mother with their
daily professions and
passions. His father
farmed agricultural
crops and his mom
maintained gardens,
especially vegetable gardens at home.
Upon moving to the US in 1986, Darryl quickly discovered that he could not garden in the Houston area’s gumbo soil successfully. Therefore, as many of us have done,
he looked for a way to learn gardening for his new location. He enrolled in a master gardener class offered by
Fort Bend County Extension Services. There he learned
how to amend Houston’s soil, build raised bed and install
plants for the Houston area.
Darryl is now a graduate from Penn Foster Career School.
He holds certification as a Professional Landscaper, Texas
Master Gardener, Texas Master Gardener-Plant Propagation, Texas Master Naturalist and is a certified Agricultural Pest control Applicator in Ornamentals and Turf.
He puts his varied knowledge of plants to use overseeing
landscaping for Precinct One Parks, overseeing spring and
fall greenhouse and other plant production, and directing
senior gardening programs as the Head Horticulturist with
Harris County, Precinct One.
He and his wife, Terry, have traveled to various European
countries, Central America and Mexico. They enjoy seeing and learning about many varieties of plants and plant
families, including, bromeliads. Several, years ago, Darryl organized a Precinct One Park Senior Group trip to
BSH’s Spring Sale at Mercer Arboretum.
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know the Nominating Committee is working on a slate of officers
for 2015 and I want to offer this piece of information. The subject
of the psychology of organizations caught my attention recently and
I did a little Googling (has that word made the dictionary yet?). I discovered this nugget:

“… people in groups demonstrate a tremendous capacity for loafing. A
social psychology pioneer, Max Ringelmann, found in the 1890s that participants in a tug ‘o war only put in half as much effort when they were in
a team of 8 than when they were on their own. It seems that when hiding in
the group is easy, for example when tasks are additive and each person’s
contribution is difficult to judge, people will slack off to an impressive degree.” (10 Rules That Govern Groups, PsyBlog)
So if the Nominating Committee taps you on the shoulder, step up, don’t
loaf.
I have always felt an obligation to hold membership in the umbrella organization for whatever activity I was involved with. Be it professional, religious, hobby, or whatever. That is why I have maintained my membership
in Bromeliad Society International since the 1970’s. It has had its ups and
its downs. A voluntary organization is inherently imperfect because it is made up of imperfect people. But I
support it. I consider this part of my “giving”, to offset my “taking”.
Preparation for the 2014 Southwest Bromeliad Guild Show, Sale, Banquet, and Auction is in high gear.
Louise Epperson is working on table centerpiece design, Lynn Schermerhorn, at long distance, is working
on signage, Frank Lee is lining up security personnel, Cherie Lee is collecting Auction items, and Wray
Page and Charlien Rose are putting the final touches on the Show Schedule. Other details are being worked
on by many others — all to provide you and the public a memorable event.
We have reached our contractual number of hotel room reservations, and event registrations are continuing
to increase. If you have not registered, be sure to do so before October 10 when we must provide the Hotel
with meal quantities and selections. After that date we cannot guarantee you a seat and meal at the Banquet.
Since we have met the contractual number of room reservations, the Hotel is not obligated to provide the $89
room rate after September 8. So, if you want a room at that rate, reserve before then.
Our days continue very hot and our nights are warm also, not helping the color in plants of some of our genera. Some Tillandsias with great color are blooming now and will be past prime by SWBG. But keep a careful watch on prospective plants and start sizing them up for Show entries. Use snail bait to avoid a last minute unfortunate hole in a leaf. Pull dead or dying leaves. Get out ahead of the grooming and pot cleanup.
Bromeliad Society/Houston has a reputation to maintain!

Seedling of the month in September, 2013,
was Cryptanthus bahianus rubra. Picture
courtesy of fcbs.org.

September seedlings from previous years
include Cryptanthus ‘It’ (2012); a selection
of Dyckias, Cryptanthus or Billbergias
(2011); Neoregelia ‘Lila’ (2010); an unnamed Nat De Leon Aechmea hybrid
(2009); and Neoregelia ‘Martin’ (2008).
Bring yours to the meeting!
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This article came from material donated by Joanne Hansen. It was written by Valerie Steckler, one of the
creators of the BSI Judging Handbook, and published in the BS/H Bulletin. Although the exact year was not
evident, it was written a long time ago and the amazing thing is, the principles still hold true!

What! No Blue Ribbons?
Would you enter your Dalmation in an AKC Dog Show
unbathed, unbrushed and untrimmed; or your vintage
Model T in the Antique Car Show with mud splattered on
the body and tears in the upholstery; or send your daughter
down the Miss America runway with her slip hanging? If
you did, you'd be in for a disappointment for judges expect
the entries in all these different categories to be properly
groomed. Grooming involves the care taken to have the
specimen present the best possible appearance, whether it
be dogs, cars, women or bromeliads. This is where points
for 'condition' are deducted. In the Scale of Points it is one
of the things considered under Cultural Perfection.
Condition simply means that the actual physical state or
appearance of your plant at the time of judging is evaluated. Under condition, judges penalize mechanical injury, bruising, immaturity, age, weather damage, insect
damage, soil and uncleanliness of foliage, bract or pot,
torn or brown-tipped edges, presence of dried or old florets, cracked, dirty, salt-stained or algae-stained pots,
pine needles, oak or other leaves protruding from cups,
careless labeling, over grooming, such as trimming or
polishing of leaves with no finesse, and lack of trimming
of brown tips on leaves when and if needed.
The expert exhibitor can do a lot to improve and refine the
appearance of his plants, but the time to do it isn't the night
before the show. Start at least two weeks before and evaluate your twenty possible entries. Look at your plant critically. Try to find one that has symmetry, good sheen to its
foliage (if applicable), and clear, rich color and markings,
and of a size and appearance that conforms to the description of that particular species. Is it centered in the pot?
Does a pleasing proportion exist between the size of the
plant and the size of the pot? If not, repot into something
suitable, or set the pot into a larger pot and cover the rim
of the old pot with soil. Is the pot clean and intact? Is there
damaged foliage? If so, can it be trimmed carefully so that
the conformation of the plant doesn't suffer? For example,
if it's a plant with white margins and you have to trim so
many leaves to such a degree that very little white margin
remains, conformance obviously suffers and you'd do better to take another plant to the show. If leaf damage is relatively minor take a small scissors and trim the leaf so that
its new shape resembles the leaves of that variety. Never
cut bluntly across or to an extreme, unnatural form. Try to
be a good barber and make your trimming as inconspicuous as possible. The same qoes for staking. If a heavy inflorescence requires staking use a green stake or bamboo
and be unobtrusive.

Be sure to wipe off the leaves, especially in the dark,
shiny, thin-leaved varieties; or if nothing else hose them
well to be sure they are soil and dust free. Be sure that all
spray residue is removed. Check to see if there is any
'agriculture' aboard. This includes scale, mealy bugs, fungus, caterpillars, grasshoppers, snails, slugs and even the
'friendlies' ̶ the frogs and lizards. If your plants live out
under the trees, pick all the needles or leaves from between the brome1iad leaves, and remove those protruding
from the cup.
As the inflorescence opens up, especially in the Vrieseas,
the old florets that are now brown and shriveled should be
removed.
Many a blue ribbon is lost on the road to the show by the
exhibitor who doesn't take the time to properly pack his
plants to prevent mechanical injury from a sudden turn or
bump on the way. Pack your bromeliads carefully and
tightly to prevent overturning. Don't bend or crease the
leaves.
Very often, by placing a little bit of fresh potting media on
the top of a pot, a ‘neat’ or ‘finished’ appearance is given.
Sometimes a problem arises that perplexes the owner.
Suppose you have a plant beautiful in every respect. but on
one of the inner center leaves there is a big hole the size of
a quarter. To remove it would mean trimming the leaf
back to almost nothing and would ruin the symmetry of
the plant. To leave it, well -- there's that hole looking at
you. What to do??? Usually if plant form and symmetry
will be impaired, it’s better to leave the hole. The most
points you could lose for it would be three, and by taking
it off you'd probably lose more.
Another thing that is often of concern is size. Of course, if
ALL THINGS are equal, the plant that is bigger will win.
(Exceptions to this are plants that have rank growth of
long, floppy leaves usually from insufficient light and
plants that are so grossly, coarsely oversize that they are
not typical of the variety.) But remember, conformance to
the variety, good cultural perfection. symmetry, brilliant,
clear color and markings are more important than just size.
Choose a perfect plant that is perhaps a little smaller than a
large, poorly developed one.
I sincerely hope this helps you to avoid a few of the pitfalls of exhibiting and wish you good luck and many
blues!

Valerie Steckler
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Southwest Bromeliad Guild Show, Sale,
Banquet and Auction
October 24-26, 2014
“Thank You” to everyone who has volunteered to help with SWBG 2014.
We still need more people for security. Basically, for the showroom
(Saturday and Sunday). This entails making sure that visitors do not enter
the area before the official opening of the show and then the rules are: no
food, drinks or plants in, no plants out and no touching show entries. You
can make Security duty more fun by going beyond the basics. Use the time
to visit with BS/HI members and to introduce yourself to any visitors. As they leave the showroom, thank
them for coming; if they haven’t visited the sales area, direct them, and be sure to invite them to a BS/HI
meeting. Your goal is to convince the visitors that they want to become part of our group.
If you are assigned to the sales area, your goal is the same. Plant sales also needs friendly, enthusiastic
members to assist buyers with taking their purchases to their vehicles or hotel rooms and if applicable, explaining the advantages of being a BS/HI member.
Don’t wait! Check your calendar for October 24-26, 2014, then call Frank Lee for an opportunity to work
on Security and Allyn Pearlman to assist with plant sales.
We also need exhibitors. Hopefully, you are selecting and working with potential entries. If you entered
our May show, please repeat your performance. If you did not, please enter this show. We need at least a
hundred more entries than we had in May. Since a number of members who usually enter will be attending
WBC 2014, I hope Mother Nature will be kind to your plants while you are having fun in paradise.
Attention Artistic exhibitors! The table covers and skirts will probably be black. You may cover the table
top in your assigned area and you may bring your own free standing niche.
The schedule rules are basically the same as for a BS/HI show, but a SWBG show is not classified by subfamily, therefore Divisions, Sections and Classes are different. Schedules, entry sheets and entry tags will
be available at the September meeting or by mail if requested.
Thanks,
Charlien
If you haven’t already made your arrangements to attend, it’s time! And there are still areas that require BS/H
members’ participation and help:


Cherie Lee or Gordon Stowe would be happy to hear from you if you have a plant or Bromeliad related
donation for the Auction. As long as you get the item to the Hotel by the morning of Saturday, October
25, all they need is a description suitable for entering into their computer. Please let them know at:
cherie.d.lee@sbcglobal.net; or g_l_stowe@comcast.net.



Since we have met the contractual number of room reservations, the Hotel is not obligated to provide the
$89 room rate after September 8. So, if you want a room at that rate, reserve before then.



If you have not registered, be sure to do so before October 10 when we must provide the Hotel with meal
quantities and selections. After that date we cannot guarantee you a seat and meal at the Banquet.
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Donors to the July raffle table include Gary Gallick
and Jan Liang, Sam Chism, Don Green, Rick
Richtmyer, Tommy Emmanuel, Cindy Gray,
Wray Page, Chris Nguyen, Paul Voltz and David
Whipkey.
The lucky winners were: Don Laird, Ruby Adams,
Billie Emmanuel, Rick Richtmyer, Gordon Stowe,
Charlien Rose, and Fred Haase.

Member News:
 In the good news department, Don

Green and John Sarkisian will be
married in Hawaii during World Conference. Congratulations to them!
 Many thanks to Joanne Hansen for

The raffle brought in $72.
Proposal to Amend By-law IV (Dues)
At BS/H’s annual business meeting in October, the
membership will vote on the following amendment
to Bylaw IV (Dues):
Change the wording from “Family Membership
(husband and wife)” to read “Family Membership.”

her donation to BS/H of some historical bromeliad publications for the bulletin (see page 3) and pineapple items,
which will be available at future raffles and auctions.
 Rick Richtmyer has (finally) official-

ly retired from Southwestern Energy
as of 9/5/2014. Congratulations,
Rick!

The amendment will be voted on at the October
meeting.

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON
HOLIDAY PARTY
Saturday, December 6, 2014
Be sure to mark the date on your calendars!
December 6th – Salt Grass Steakhouse – 9110 Southwest Freeway – 713-771-1777. $50
a person
Menu Selections: (Includes Salad and Beverage)
Steak and Shrimp / Grilled Pork Chop / 12 Oz. Rib Eye / Full Rack Ribs / Chicken Laredo
(grilled breast topped with Jack cheese, grilled onions, chopped tomatoes and poblano
pepper with cilantro and feta on top). Pluse, YOUR BIG DESSERT CHOICE!
And of course, the party includes a special seedling of the year and the rare plant auction. It’s not too early to reserve your space by getting your $50 per person to Allyn
Pearlman.
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The Houston Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month
at 7:30 PM
First Christian Church
1601 Sunset Blvd
Next meeting will be October 2, 2014

September
Birthdays
Tommy Emanuel
John Schmidt
Clint Martin
Sandy Allen
Kathy Stahl
Jermon Malone
Phil Speer
Noreen Tolman
Don Green
Chris Krumrey
Alan Raymond
Debbie Gerstner-Wolf
Jimmy Woolsey
Oscar Allen
David Whipkey
Daryl Page
Ruth Munson
Beth Whitley

Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting third Sunday of month
at 2:00 PM
Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center
2020 Hermann Drive
Next meeting will be September 21, 2014

Dates to Remember


BSI World Bromeliad Conference, “Bromeliads in
Paradise,” Honolulu, Hawaii, September 8-14, 2014



Southwest Bromeliad Guild Show, Houston, TX,
October 24-26.

9/03
9/05
9/08
9/09
9/11
9/12
9/12
9/12
9/13
9/14
9/14
9/15
9/16
9/20
921
9/22
9/28
9/30

Meeting Refreshments
O.K., N-Zs, it’s your turn again to bring
some special refreshments to the September
meeting.
We know the food will be great, as always,
and coffee and punch will be furnished by
the club.

Jimbo’s Nursery
15019 8th St., Santa Fe,TX 77517, 409-925-6933

www.Jimbosnurserytx.com; email: Jimbos3@earthlink.net
We have a large selection of Aechmea, Billbergia, Cryptanthus, Dyckia, Neoregelia, and Tillandsia. Please compare our prices and our quality.
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific
goals of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.

Officers and Chairmen
Gene Powers
7319 Foster Creek Drive
Richmond, TX 77406
281-633-9036
powersgw@aol.com
Vice President
Ruby Harlan Adams
Secretary
Charlien Rose
Treasurer
Allyn Pearlman
Past President
Gary Gallick
Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/14
12/31/15
12/31/16
Daryl Page
Gordon Stowe
Don Green
Audrey VanWright Vickey Gurka
Steve Reynolds
President

There are two classes of membership:
I.

Individual
Husband and wife

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current year.
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
for more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or emailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly
meetings. Articles and any other information pertinent to
bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.
Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388
planobrom@aol.com

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor Carole Richtmyer
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
Members: Phil Speer, Lynn Schermerhorn,
Ken Gardner
3. Programs Chairman
Ruby Harlan Adams
Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
Gary Gallick/Gene Powers
II.
Committees of the Board
1. Annual Show
Charlien Rose
2. Bromeliad Culture
Open
Members
Chris Nguyen
3. Holiday Party
Allyn Pearlman
4. Garden Tours
John Schmidt
5. Historian
David Whipkey
Vice Chairman
Jimmy Woolsey
6. Hospitality Coordinator Louise Epperson
Members:
Daryl Page, Verna Powers
7. Librarian
Ruby H. Adams
8. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
9. Raffle Plants
Cherie and Frank Lee,
Wray Page
10. Seedlings
Provided by Jimmy Woolsey
11. Show & Tell
Rick Richtmyer assisted by
Chris Nguyen, Wray Page, Gary Gallick, and
Lynn Schermerhorn
12. Members’ and Visitors’ Registrar Ken Gardner,
Noreen Tolman, Midge Gorman
13. Courtesy
Midge Gorman
14. Webmaster
Joy Reynolds
Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild Charlien Rose, Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Gene Powers
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Bromeliad
Society
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388

FIRST CLASS

