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BROMELIAD
SOCIETY/HOUSTON
HOLIDAY
PARTY
MEETING DATE:

Tuesday, Oct. 28, 7:30 p.m.

PROGRAM SPEAKER:

Dennis Cathcart

PROGRAM TITLE:
“New Explorations and Discoveries in Brazil: Part I ”
Dennis will talk about his expedition to Brazil in February and March of 2014. Dennis' program will show the
plants found, the habitats and some of the local scenery
and lifestyles in this, the first part of three programs he
has developed.
SEEDLING:

Cryptanthus zonatus ‘Nivea’

Supplied by Jimmy Woolsey. Cryptanthus ‘Nivea’ is an
albo-marginated form of the species, C. zonatus. Culture
is similar to most Cryptanthus; provide good light to
bring out the pink edges. Info provided by Sam Chism,
picture by fcbs.org.
MEETING AGENDA:
 Greetings/Call to Order /Tropiflora Plant Sale
 Business Meeting/Election
 Break/Refreshments/Buy raffle tickets/plants
 Program
 Raffle
 Adjourn

NOVEMBER PROGRAM:
NEXT BOARD MEETING:

Saturday,
December 6, 2014
Be sure to mark the date on your calendars!
December 6th – Salt Grass Steakhouse – 9110
Southwest Freeway – 713-771-1777. $50 a
person
Menu Selections: (Includes Salad and Beverage)
Steak and Shrimp / Grilled Pork Chop / 12 Oz.
Rib Eye / Full Rack Ribs / Chicken Laredo
(grilled breast topped with Jack cheese, grilled
onions, chopped tomatoes and poblano pepper with cilantro and feta on top). Plus, YOUR
BIG DESSERT CHOICE!
And of course, the party includes a special
seedling of the year and the rare plant auction.
It’s not too early to reserve your space by getting your $50 per person to Allyn Pearlman.

Pam Koide Hyatt
Thurs., 11/20, 7:00 p.m.

DEADLINE FOR NOVEMBER BULLETIN 10/29/14
Please Note: Our meeting is one week later than usual, and there will be no Show and Tell, Cultural Tips
or Member Sale at this meeting to allow enough time
for the business meeting, program and selling plants
by Tropiflora. There will be a plant raffle as usual.

Proposal to Amend By-law IV (Dues)
At our annual business meeting this month, the
membership will vote on the following amendment
to Bylaw IV (Dues): Change the wording from
“Family Membership (husband and wife)” to read
“Family Membership.”

I

President’s Page

n the February 2014 Bulletin, on the President’s
Page, I included a photograph of me standing on a
solidified lava field on the island of Hawaii, 2003,
with still molten lava flowing beneath and visible through
the cracks. I published it to draw attention to Hawaii and
World Bromeliad Conference. Back in 2003, Park Rangers had the impression that the lava flow was dwindling
and might play out. I learned last month that these “walks”
were terminated in 2008 due to concerns over lethal fumes
from the resurging lava flow. Today, the expanded flow is
threatening forests, roadways, and homes there. For us, it
may be a tourist attraction, but for many there it is a personal tragedy. Let’s keep them in our thoughts and prayers.
World Conference in Oahu was a very enjoyable experience, and I learned some things. I always thought that
any place in Hawaii was an ideal place to grow them. Not
so. In fact we visited a valley on Oahu where we were told
there were eight different microclimates in that one valley.
It seems that the mountains and the valleys affect the trade
winds and extract their moisture in different patterns in different areas. So rainfall can be dramatically different from place to place across the islands.
A piece of experience from one grower there: “Grass pups” (small pups which occur on some Bromeliads)
can be separated from the parent then placed in the parent’s cup where enzymes in the water induce roots to
grow. Placing these grass pups in a standard potting mix is a hit or miss experience, mostly miss in my experience. X Vriecantarea ‘Seeger’ has a strong tendency to produce grass pups. I planted about 5 in mix before I heard the above recommendation. Only one, the more robust one, lived and grew.
But of course the temperate climate which permits outdoor growth all year round is a major advantage. Gorgeous plants, year round, no heated greenhouses. Think about that next January. Picture count on my camera card was over 900 before we left.
Those that attended WBC will have to carefully sift through all of our pictures and put together a definitive
program (or programs) for you.
The perimeter of the Plant Sales room at WBC was used to display the best plants from local growers, and
there were some beauties. Some of these were later placed in the Auction and sold. The tables of one grower in Plant Sales were practically bare within the first 10 minutes of Sale opening.
You go to World Conference to learn, to see beauty, to acquire new plants, to converse with other Bromeliad
lovers who have a different experiential base than you do and gain perspective.
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Meet our
October Speaker:
Dennis Cathcart
Our October speaker, Dennis Cathcart, is a familiar face and friend to B/
SH. He is the owner of the one and only Tropiflora Nursery, established in
1976, in Sarasota, Florida. Dennis and his wife, Linda, have resided in Sarasota for many years and are the collectors of numerous rare and exotic
plants. In fact their collection of rare and/or exotic plants runs well over
7,000 varieties, with an inventory in excess of one million five hundred
thousand plants. Tillandsias and other bromeliads are one of his specialties.
Dennis and Linda both make frequent expeditions to the world’s wild places in search of new plant treasures, which are cultivated and propagated for
the collector market. Their clientele at Tropiflora varies from serious collectors and hobbyists to the average B/SH member.
Dennis enjoys lecturing and visiting many fascinating, far away, places such as Australia, New Zealand, Venezuela, the Philippines, Singapore and Thailand. In April of 2011, he was a keynote speaker at the ‘Broms on
the Arafura’, Australia’s Bromeliad Conference and in March of 2013, he spoke at the ‘Cool Broms’ conference in New Zealand.
Visitors are welcome at Tropiflora, which has become a Mecca for serious collectors and lovers of unusual
flora. Tropiflora has a very knowledgeable staff and welcome questions. They host two annual festivals, one
in April and one in October.
In his program, Dennis will share his finds of a recent exploration in February and March of 2014 to Brazil. His mission was to locate and investigate Dyckias in habitat. The first part of his trip began in the area of
Diamantina, in the state of Minas Gerais. He and his traveling group explored a considerable area of the Cerrado-type vegetation zone and located several Dyckia species along with Encholirium, Orthophytum and an
assortment of other bromeliad genera.. Dennis' program will show the plants found, the habitats and some of
the local scenery and lifestyles in this, the first part of three programs he has developed.

A Special Announcement
At WBC in Oahu
At the Banquet at the World Conference in
Oahu in September, Steve Reynolds, supported by the Houston contingent who also
attended the conference, makes the announcement that the Bromeliad Society/
Houston has been chosen to host the next
BSI World Conference in 2016.
Hosting the World Conference is an honor
for Houston as well as a great responsibility, and we are hoping our members as
well as all Southwest Guild members will
pitch in to make it a huge success.
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2015 Slate of Officers
The Nominating Committee, chaired by Gary Gallick has put forward the following slate of officers for
2015. The election will be held at the October meeting.
President — David Whipkey
David joined the BS/H in 1985 and has served the society in many different positions including President,
Vice-President, member of the board of directors, and many committee chairs. He is a BSI Internationally
Accredited Master Judge, and currently serves as the Vice-President of the Cryptanthus Society. David
enjoys growing many types of bromeliads including Cryptanthus, Hohenbergia, Nidularium, Neoregelia, and
Dyckia.
Vice President — Wray Page
Wray attended Texas A&M University, studying Wildlife Science. After graduation, he worked for Busch
Gardens in Houston, Texas, with a few stints in Tampa, Florida. From his studies and work, Wray was
familiar with bromeliads, but didn’t really develop an interest in collecting them until his wife, Daryl, bought
an Aechmea fasciata for her mother. Keeping a pup from that plant started Wray and Daryl on an on-and-off
interest in bromeliads for forty years. After Busch Gardens closed in Houston, Wray worked in the pest
control business for thirty-two years. Wray and Daryl have had exotic bird collections and bred many reptile
species, currently breeding gila monsters. Wray is a BSI Accredited Judge. His favorite bromeliads are
Billbergias, Tillandsias, Hohenbergias and ...well, really just about every species.
Secretary — Charlien Rose
Charlien joined the BS/H in 1976 and has served the society and the Board of Directors in many different
capacities since then. She has been General Chairperson of our annual show; at World Conferences, she has
served as co-chairperson of the Judged Show in 1990, Show Chairperson in 2000, and Clerks Chairperson in
2002. Charlien is an International Accredited Master Judge and instructor, and past Chairman of the BSI
Affiliates Show Committee. She is currently serving our society as Secretary.
Treasurer — Allyn Pearlman
Allyn joined the society in 1991. He was Editor of the Bulletin from 1992 to 2002, and has been
Membership Chairman since 1993. He has served as a Director and President, and was Chairman of our
annual show in 1995. Allyn is also an active supporter of the Southwest Guild and is currently the Treasurer
of that organization as well as the BS/H and The Cryptanthus Society. Allyn is a BSI Accredited Judge and
a member of the BSI.
Director — Jan Garver
After working in IT for about 28 years, Jan changed direction and went to work part time at Another Place in
Time, a nursery in the Heights. She discovered Bromeliads (along with succulents and orchids), and found
she really enjoyed them. Then Jan met Noreen Tolman who encouraged her to attend a BS/H meeting,
where Jan came, saw, and stayed. She enjoys meeting the wonderful people in the society, and has learned a
tremendous amount about these special plants. Jan feels she still has much to learn, and looks forward to
continuing her enjoyment and education.
Director — Rick Richtmyer
Rick joined the BS/H in 1981, then was transferred to Dallas in 1982 where he served the Dallas Society as
President, Vice-President and Show Chairman. Rick is an International Accredited Master Judge, has served
on the BSI Board of Directors, and acted as Judges Chairman for the BS/H annual show, Judges Cochairman, along with Carole, at the 1996 World Bromeliad Conference, and Judged Show Chairman for the
1998 WBC. Since moving back to Houston in 1996, he has served the BS/H as a Director, President and
Vice President, as Classification chairman for numerous BS/H shows. His special interest is growing the
terrestrial bromeliads.
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SWBG SHOWTIME
DoubleTree by Hilton Houston Intercontinental Airport
15747 JFK Blvd.
Houston, Texas 77032
October 24-26, 2014
Registrant Greeting and Show plant entry are Friday, October 24, from 12:00 noon to 5:00 p.m.; Vendor and
Member sales setup begins at noon. A sales fee of 25% will be taken for general sales, or $100 per table with
no percentage charged for commercial sales.
We will need a lot of plastic grocery bags and cardboard boxes in Plant Sales room. Some of us will have
loaded vehicles with plants for sale and show, plastic to put down, public address system, show paraphernalia
(awards, ribbons), cash registers, etc. and no room for boxes. So, please, anyone else with room in their vehicle, collect all the boxes you can find and bring them. We could use cardboard trays, small shallow boxes,
medium boxes — you know what you use to carry plants.
As previously warned, there are no more rooms available at the Hotel at the $89 rate. Now the best available
rate is probably about $129.
Remember, in order to enter the Plant Sales area on Friday evening, or enter plants in Show or sell plants, or
attend the Banquet or Auction, you must be registered and be wearing a registrants name tag; and for the Banquet, you must also have a meal ticket. You will receive your meal tag and name tag when you arrive at the
Registrant’s Greeting Desk at the Hotel.
In addition to registrants’ plants, Tropiflora, Annie’s Magic Garden (mostly
terrestrials), and Jimbo’s will also be selling. For those of you bringing plants
for Show or Sale, there are doors at the rear of the Hotel (west side), so park
in the rear. If you have transport carts for your plants, please bring them because the Hotel has only 3 luggage carriers.
Please enter as many plants and/or artistic arrangements as possible. We have
a large showroom to fill and you want an opportunity to have a winner. The
awards are being made by Aston Lowery in Austin. They are fused glass and
absolutely gorgeous.
The show closes at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, October 26. The butterfly stands
and hanging rack have to be loaded before anything else, so please remove
your entries from them ASAP. Since we do not have to uncover or fold the
show tables, you may place your Horticultural Display entries on these tables until you are ready to load them
in your vehicle.
If after checking your schedule for the show/sale weekend you find a spare hour or two, please contact Frank
Lee. He really needs more help.
Thanks in advance for helping to make SWBG 2014 a huge success.

Wray and Charlien

Cherie Lee is also asking for donations to the Rare Plant Auction. If you could please let her
know by October 20th if you will be donating something and if possible, what your donation will
be, it would be greatly appreciated and help the auction to move more quickly and smoothly. Please let her know if you have any questions.
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The Houston Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month
at 7:30 PM
First Christian Church
1601 Sunset Blvd
Next meeting will be November 6, 2014

October Birthdays
Ed Doherty
John Edmonson
Frank Lee
Linda Whipkey
Johnny Williams
Wray Page
Margo Racca
Rick Richtmyer
Judith Neufeld
Marsha Krumrey
Martha Burg
Daniel Wolf

Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting third Sunday of month
at 2:00 PM
Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center
2020 Hermann Drive
Next meeting will be October 19, 2014

10/03
10/03
10/05
10/06
10/10
10/14
10/23
10/24
10/27
10/29
10/29
10/30

Meeting Refreshments

O.K., A-Ms, it’s your last chance in 2014 to
bring some special refreshments to the October
meeting.

We know the food will be great, as always, and
coffee and punch will be furnished by the club.

Jimbo’s Nursery
15019 8th St., Santa Fe,TX 77517, 409-925-6933

www.Jimbosnurserytx.com; email: Jimbos3@earthlink.net
We have a large selection of Aechmea, Billbergia, Cryptanthus, Dyckia, Neoregelia, and Tillandsia. Please compare our prices and our quality.
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific
goals of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.

Officers and Chairmen
Gene Powers
7319 Foster Creek Drive
Richmond, TX 77406
281-633-9036
powersgw@aol.com
Vice President
Ruby Harlan Adams
Secretary
Charlien Rose
Treasurer
Allyn Pearlman
Past President
Gary Gallick
Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/14
12/31/15
12/31/16
Daryl Page
Gordon Stowe
Don Green
Audrey VanWright Vickey Gurka
Steve Reynolds
President

There are two classes of membership:
I.

Individual
Husband and wife

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current year.
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
for more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or emailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly
meetings. Articles and any other information pertinent to
bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.
Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388
planobrom@aol.com

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor Carole Richtmyer
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
Members: Phil Speer, Lynn Schermerhorn,
Ken Gardner
3. Programs Chairman
Ruby Harlan Adams
Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
Gary Gallick/Gene Powers
II.
Committees of the Board
1. Annual Show
Charlien Rose
2. Bromeliad Culture
Open
Members
Chris Nguyen
3. Holiday Party
Allyn Pearlman
4. Garden Tours
John Schmidt
5. Historian
David Whipkey
Vice Chairman
Jimmy Woolsey
6. Hospitality Coordinator Louise Epperson
Members:
Daryl Page, Verna Powers
7. Librarian
Ruby H. Adams
8. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
9. Raffle Plants
Cherie and Frank Lee,
Wray Page
10. Seedlings
Provided by Jimmy Woolsey
11. Show & Tell
Rick Richtmyer assisted by
Chris Nguyen, Wray Page, Gary Gallick, and
Lynn Schermerhorn
12. Members’ and Visitors’ Registrar Ken Gardner,
Noreen Tolman, Midge Gorman
13. Courtesy
Midge Gorman
14. Webmaster
Joy Reynolds
Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild Charlien Rose, Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Gene Powers
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