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BS/H Spring
Bromeliad
Sale

MEETING DATE:

Tuesday, April 21, 7:30 p.m.

PROGRAM SPEAKERS:
Ruby Adams,
Lynn Friedman and Rick Richtmyer

Thanks to all who helped with the sale, setting up
and taking down, bringing and buying plants, and the
terrific food we always share. Good job!

PROGRAM TITLE:
“Show Know-how from the Experts”
Three judges will offer advice about choosing and
preparing blue-ribbon winning plants, giving tips
on what they look for when they judge.
SEEDLING:

Cryptanthus ‘Jimmy Antle’

Supplied by Jimmy Woolsey. An early Sandy Antle
hybrid, named for her husband. Care is typical for
Cryptanthus: good, well-draining mix, plenty of water and fertilizer, bright indirect light.

 Greetings/Call to Order
 Show and Tell
 Meeting
 Break/Refreshments/Buy raffle tickets
 Program
 Raffle
 Adjourn

MAY PROGRAM:

TBA
Thurs., 4/23, 7:00 p.m.

DEADLINE FOR MAY BULLETIN:

FALSE ALARM
The BS/HI Board decided to use a band-aid rather
than a major re-write of the show schedule for 2015.
Nothing that should affect filling out the entry tags
or sheets.
If you plan to exhibit this year, please pick up your
show schedule at the April meeting and if needed,
an entry sheet and tags. It is not too late to select
your potential show entries, but please do so ASAP.
Remember, keep any lower dead leaves removed,
but do not trim until the last minute. Give them the
appropriate amount of light and water, turn occasionally and a few encouraging and complimentary
words may help.

MEETING AGENDA:

NEXT BOARD MEETING:

We had another successful sale on Saturday, April 11, at the
West Gray MultiService Center. Plenty of customers, old and new, came to listen to
Odean Head’s seminar and to buy plants. Members
also enjoyed the opportunity to talk bromeliads, sell
their extras and/or maybe buy a few more, and to
visit with friends.

It is also not too late to volunteer to help. Plant
sales always needs assistance, sale plants and buyers. Cherie Lee also asks you to be thinking about
donations to the rare plant auction.

4/28/15

**Note there will not be a member sale at this
meeting!

See you at the meeting.

Charlien

D

President’s Page

id you attend the sale on the 11th? If you didn’t, you missed a
great time. Beautiful plants to buy, a chance to sell some of your
excess plants, knowledgeable people to converse with, and wonderful food to eat. Unlike a meeting which is structured, a sale gives you
time to have in depth conversations about specific topics. Want to find
out how to grow Pitcairnia orchidifolia? Chances are someone there can
give you some tips. Looking for a greenhouse? That is also a favorite
topic for conversation. What more could you ask for?
If you did miss the sale, don’t forget that we have a sale and show coming
up in mid May. It will have all the attributes of the sale and a chance to
show off the best plants from your collection. Get involved! I think that
you will find working on a show committee a very educational as well as
a highly enjoyable experience. The show chairperson is always looking for volunteers to lend a hand. If
you want to help out, talk to Charlien Rose at the next meeting. I am sure that she can find a job that is a
good fit for your skill set.
The next time you are looking at your collection try to locate a few interesting plants and bring them for the
Show and tell Table. I think show and tell is my favorite part of the meeting. Sure, the food is nice, and the
programs are interesting, but show and tell is educational and informative. I see plants that I just might want
to add to my collection, plants that I never considered growing until someone like you talks it. I learn the
tricks of the trade, so to speak, about how to grow plants that I might have in my collection better, and I will
learn more about plants that I might want to acquire. It is also a good time to get some suggestions from the
attendees on how to care for that “problem child” that just does not do well for you.
I have noticed that the raffle table has been a little sparse the past few months. I bet Frank and Cherie Lee
would be glad to take a few excess plants off your hands. The money raised by the raffle helps offset the
cost of those fantastic seedlings that we receive each month. If you wish to donate items to the raffle, keep
in mind that there are a few rule:
 Only bromeliads or bromeliad related materials (i.e. pots, potting mix, mounting materials, decorative
containers, etc.) may be donated.
 All plants must be properly named (We are an educational organization.)
 Plants must be clean and free of pests and disease.
If everyone would bring in one spare plant we would have a huge selection of plants on the table.
I hope that I am not the only one who has missed ‘Gene’s tip of the month’ that he often included in his president’s message. My tip for this month is a webpage. If you have not visited the Bromeliad Cultivar Register (BCR) located on the web at http://registry.bsi.org/ , you don’t know what you have been missing. The
BCR is the definitive list of cultivars that are eligible for major awards at a Bromeliad Society International
standard show. In other words, if you want to win a nice medallion at the show in May, your plant must be a
recognized species or a cultivar that is registered with the BSI and therefore listed in the BCR. If you are not
interested in checking if your plant is eligible for major awards, the site is a great place to locate plants that
you might want to purchase or even to check the spelling of a plant’s name. Take a few minutes and check it
out. I promise you will not be disappointed.
It is getting late; I am getting tired, and I promised Carole that I would have this column submitted on Saturday April 11, 2015. Oops, I missed my deadline by a few minutes. I trust she will not be too hard on me.
Looking forward to seeing all of you at the meeting on the 21st.
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Meet our
April Speakers:
Ruby Adams, Rick Richtmyer
and Lynn Friedman
Our three speakers this month are all judges.
Senior member on the team is Rick Richtmyer.
Rick joined the BS/H in 1981. He is an International Accredited Master Judge, has served on
the BSI Board of Directors, and acted as Judges
Chairman for the BS/H annual show, Judges Cochairman, along with his wife Carole, at the 1996 World Bromeliad Conference,
and Judged Show Chairman for the 1998 WBC. Since moving back to Houston
in 1996, he has served the BS/H as a Director, President and Vice President, as
Classification chairman for numerous BS/H shows. His special interest is growing the terrestrial bromeliads.
Ruby H. Adams joined BS/H in 1994 after attending a show/sale at the Garden
Center of Hermann Park. She spent part of her birthday attending a show/sale at
the Garden Center of Hermann Park in the early 90's trying to find out why her
Bromeliad bloom/florescent did not spike up out of its cup. Members, like Allyn
Pearlman, were very helpful and she discovered she owned a Neoregelia and that
her plant was functioning as it should. She has been active ever since. Ruby volunteered at the raffle table for several years with Joanna Smith, finally entered a
plant for show with encouragement from Lou Trahan, entered Judging School and became an accredited
judge in 2011. Plants, especially Bromeliads, are her passion and stress relief.
Lynn Schermerhorn Friedman joined BS/H in 1993, and her interest in bromeliads has continued to grow.
In an effort to expand her knowledge, she completed BSI Judging School.
We have all seen examples of Lynn’s creativity in her calligraphy at the BS/H and Southwest Guild annual
shows and the WBC, and she has also been Awards Co-chairman at a World Conference. She has previously
served as a Director, President and Vice President of BS/H.
Our speakers will be talking about how they view the plants they judge, what to look for in choosing your entries and preparing them to convince the judges they ought to be show winners.

Thanks to the following donors to the March raffle table: John Schmidt, Sam Chism, David Whipkey, Ruby Adams, Rick and Carole Richtmyer.
And the lucky winners were: Don Laird, Vickey Gurka, Billie Emanuel, and Fred Rinebold.
The raffle brought in $42.
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Bring your
April seedlingsof-the-month
from past years
to Show and
Tell at our
meeting.
For pictures of previous years seedlings,
please look in the
April 2013 bulletin online at the BS/H website.
April, 2014
April, 2013
April, 2012
April, 2011
April, 2010
April, 2009
April, 2008
April, 2007
April, 2006

Dyckia ’Angelita’ (pictured above)
Neoregelia smithii
Neoregelia ‘Sunset’
Neoregelia punctatissima var. rubra
(Listed in Bulletin as Neo. bahiana)
Billbergia ‘Casa Blanca’
Cryptanthus marginatus
Neoregelia ‘Tricolor Perfecta’
Vriesea hieroglyphica
Alcantarea vinicolor

Here are some plants blooming now
in David Whipkey’s greenhouse:
(Top right, Quesnelia testudo
’Farro’, Middle row left to right,
Tillandsia ionantha, Quesnelia humilis, Araeococcus parviflora. Bottom row, Aechmea ‘Gympie Gold’
and bloom of unidentified Fosterella species
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This article is reprinted from the Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies, Inc. newsletter, May 2012, Vol. 32,
Issue 2.

To Divide or Let It Clump?

A

By Kenneth Stokes
s the single plant we have purchased begins to grow and multiply, the decision has to be made whether
to maintain single plants or let the plants multiply in one container. There are several factors that
should be considered when making that decision.
Will the plant bloom if not allowed to clump? Some bromeliads do not bloom when separated into singles. One is Ae. pectinata. I have never seen it bloom, however I prefer the conformation of a beautiful rosette rather than an unattractive mass of
leaves with an unspectacular bloom. To find out if your plant
falls into this category, consult an experienced grower.

Aechmea pectinata grown hard. Picture courtesy of
bocabromeliads.com.

Will the blooming plant be more spectacular in a clump? Many
smaller species make a stronger statement when grown in a
mass. This is true whether it is being viewed for its foliage or
when it is in its blooming stage. Typical genera where this is
true would include Tillandsia, Pitcairinia, Pepinia and Fosterella.

Will the conformation be destroyed by being grown too closely together? When the correct conformation
shape is a rosette or vase, distortion will occur when the plants are grown too closely together. This is true for
such genera as Aechmea, Hohenbergia and Neoregelia species without stolons.
Does the plant have a spacing capability of its own? Many bromeliads have stolons which provide natural separation. Division by
cutting into smaller clumps or separated into individual plants
would be determined by whether it is too large to handle, maintain
or display. Does the natural shape allow for close growth? Bromeliads with a tubular form are best for growing as clumps. The removal of old plants is all that is necessary to provide adequate separation. Typical genera where the tubular form occurs are Billbergia and Quesnelia.
Is the container or mount large enough to contain or support a
larger clump? Moving the clump to a larger container is always an
option. Even if roots are not going into the soil, larger pots provide Neoregelia ‘Fireball’, Best in Show entry,
more stability and ballast.
Southwest Bromeliad Guild 2009.
Will you be able to groom or move a huge clump? Being able to get into the center of a clump to remove dead
leaves is important to the grooming process. It can also be a daunting task to attempt working on a clump with
fifty little plants. Keep your clumps to a manageable size.
A tip that can make grooming your Pitcamias and Fosterellas easier is to remove all the leaves after the blooms
have faded. Like many ferns and cycads, plants in these genera put on most of their new growth all at one
time.
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April
Birthdays
The Houston Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month
at 7:30 PM
First Christian Church
1601 Sunset Blvd
Next meeting will be May 7, 2015

Lucy Melara
Verna Powers
Larry Friedman
Faye Stansberry
Lee Rowell
Jo Ann Hanson
Jan Liang
Gene Powers

Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting third Sunday of month
at 2:00 PM
Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center
2020 Hermann Drive
Next meeting will be April 19, 2015

4/02
4/17
4/23
4/23
4/26
4/27
4/29
4/30

Dates to Remember


BS/H Annual Show and Sale, May 15-17, 2015,
Mercer Arboretum and Botanic Garden



Southwest Bromeliad Guild and International
Cryptanthus Shows, October 9-11, Metairie, LA

Meeting
Refreshments
Time again for the
A-Ms to step up
and bring some
s p e c i a l
refreshments to
the April meeting. We know the food will be
great, as always, and coffee and punch will be
furnished by the club.

Jimbo’s Nursery
15019 8th St., Santa Fe,TX 77517, 409-925-6933

www.Jimbosnurserytx.com; email: Jimbos3@earthlink.net
We have a large selection of Aechmea, Billbergia, Cryptanthus, Dyckia, Neoregelia, and Tillandsia. Please compare our prices and our quality.
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific
goals of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.

Officers and Chairmen
David Whipkey
21503 Cypress-Rosehill Road
Tomball, TX 77377
281-255-6154
dawhip49@hotmail.com
Vice President
Wray Page
Secretary
Charlien Rose
Treasurer
Allyn Pearlman
Past President
Gene Powers
Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/15
12/31/16
12/31/17
Gordon Stowe
Don Green
Jan Garver
Vickey Gurka
Steve Reynolds
Rick Richtmyer
President

There are two classes of membership:
I.

Individual
Family

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current year.
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
for more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or emailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly
meetings. Articles and any other information pertinent to
bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.
Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388
planobrom@aol.com

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor Carole Richtmyer
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
Members: Phil Speer, Lynn Friedman,
Ken Gardner
3. Programs Chairman
Wray Page
Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
David Whipkey/Gene Powers
II.
Committees of the Board
1. Annual Show
Charlien Rose
2. Bromeliad Culture
Open
Members
Chris Nguyen
3. Holiday Party
Allyn Pearlman
4. Garden Tours
John Schmidt
5. Historian
David Whipkey
Vice Chairman
Jimmy Woolsey
6. Hospitality Coordinator Louise Epperson
Members:
Daryl Page, Verna Powers
7. Librarian
Ruby H. Adams
8. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
9. Raffle Plants
Cherie and Frank Lee,
Wray Page
10. Seedlings
Provided by Jimmy Woolsey
11. Show & Tell
Rick Richtmyer assisted by
Chris Nguyen, Wray Page, Gary Gallick, and
Lynn Friedman
12. Members and Visitors Registrar
Ken Gardner,
Noreen Tolman, Midge Gorman
13. Courtesy
Midge Gorman
14. Webmaster
Joy Reynolds
Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild Charlien Rose, Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Gene Powers
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Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388

FIRST CLASS

