Bromeliad Society

May, 2015

MEETING DATE:

Tuesday, May 19, 7:30 p.m.

PROGRAM SPEAKER:
PROGRAM TITLE:

John Schmidt
“The Other Tillandsioideae”

John will bring plants from his collection to
demonstrate his growing techniques and how he
grows many soft-leaved plants in Houston growing
conditions.
SEEDLING:

Cryptanthus ‘Jimmy Antle’

Supplied by Jimmy Woolsey. A Sandy Antle hybrid,
named for her husband. Care is typical for Cryptanthus: rich, well-draining mix, plenty of water and fertilizer, bright indirect light. Picture courtesy of the
Bromeliad Cultivar Registry on the BSI.org website.
MEETING AGENDA:
 Greetings/Call to Order
 Show and Tell
 Meeting
 Short Break/Refreshments
 Program
 Adjourn

JUNE PROGRAM:

Map to the Moody Community Center.
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Thurs., 7/23, 7:00 p.m.

DEADLINE FOR JUNE BULLETIN:

Moody Community Center
3725 Fulton St.
Houston, TX 77009
713.692.6925
The meeting will begin at 7:30 PM in the Multipurpose room and may end slightly earlier than usual unless we are able to get a time extension.
Therefore, there will be no member plant sale or
raffle at this meeting to ensure there is sufficient
time for Show and Tell and the program.
Please check the May 2014 BS/H Bulletin online for
a list of May Seedlings of the Month to bring to
Show and Tell.

ABCs Picnic, Beaumont, TX
Chris Nguyen

NEXT BOARD MEETING:

Due to extensive water damage to the West Gray
Multi-Service Center, our May BS/H meeting has
been moved to the Moody Community Center:

5/25/15

As we must finish our meeting earlier than usual, there
will be no member plant sale or raffle!

2016 World Bromeliad
Conference
Early Registration Open!
Register Now -- Save Money!
Be ready for all the Texas fun!
You can find registration forms at BSI.org.
They will also be available at the BS/H show.
Register on site with Annette Dominguez.

President’s Page

I

have never been overly fond of the month of April. Even when
I lived up north in West Virginia I didn’t care for April even
though it was usually the month when we started getting some
decent (translate that as warm) weather. I can’t think of any major
holiday that always occurs in April; I don’t count April Fool’s day and
Earth Day as major holidays. Sometimes we have Easter and Passover, but I am not sure either of those is always in April. One thing that
I know always happens in April is “Tax Day”. Whether it is on the
15th, the 16th or even the 17th, it is always in April. Kind of makes
you want to feel sorry for the month doesn’t it?

On the 11th, I was able to attend the spring sale for the first time in
many years. I had forgotten how enjoyable they were. Good plants,
good food and good companionship. It was wonderful. After a good
start, April 2015 certainly started to live up to its reputation. “Tax Day” came and went, but the misfortune
did not stop. We had three deaths in our Bromeliad family last month. Lynn Schermerhorn Friedman’s
mother died on the 24th. We also lost two of our longtime members; Louise Epperson died on the 18th and
Jo Ann Hanson (Nunn) also passed. They will be missed by all who knew them. Please keep the families
of these people in your thoughts.
But, April had more in store for us. On the 20th the West Gray Metropolitan Multi-Service Center had a major water main bust and water flooded the building. The main lobby, the green room, and gym were seriously damaged. The facility will remain closed until further notice. Regretfully, we had to cancel the April
meeting. Last estimate I received was that it would reopen in this fall, possibly in October or November.
Chuck French, the Administration Manager at the Multi-Service Center, has been working to relocate all of
the activities that were scheduled at the Center. He has found us a temporary home in the Multi-purpose
room at the Moody Community Center on Fulton Street. Carole has included the full information and a map
elsewhere in this bulletin.
It was a wet March with over 6 inches of rain falling in the Tomball area, but April got worse. In Rosehill
we got over 7 inches of rain in the first part of the month. It was like living in a bog. My garden was not
happy. Plants don’t like that much water and they showed it. Some died, but most lived. I hope to get all of
the lawn mowed tonight or tomorrow before we get the next round of rain. May might turn out to be our
third wet month in a row.
Things are not looking good for the week of the annual show. The weatherman is predicting thunderstorms
all week. One forecaster mentioned 8-10 inches next week. Hopefully we will have some nice weather for
the weekend (May 15-17). It is so much nicer setting up a show when it is not raining. Whatever happens
we will deal with it. Plant people know how to deal with adversity.
On a personal note, I got to experience two springs this year. The first was in Tomball. The second was in
Boston. Two totally different experiences. I forget how much people in the north appreciate spring. In Tomball, spring is not all that much different from winter. It is a little warmer, a little wetter, the days are getting
longer, and there is a bit more sunshine. But in Boston, wow! In the 9 days I was there tulips and other
spring bulbs erupted from the ground. The Rhododendrons, Magnolias, Forsythia, Lilac and Ornamental
peaches exploded with vibrant blooms. I was there when the temperature flirted with the 80 degree mark for
the first time since October of 2014. The sidewalks were crowed with people out enjoying the warm sunny
day. Then it dawned on me they had almost 9 feet of snow last winter. They really appreciated spring in the
North.
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I wanted to thank all of the people who picked up the slack while I was preoccupied with personal matters and
my out of town trip. Things have settled down a bit in my life, and I owe many people thanks for their assistance. It makes a president’s job easier when he/she is surrounded by good people. Thank you all for your
hard work and support.
I hope May is a better month, and I look forward to seeing everyone the 15th through the 17th at the annual
Show and Sale at the Mercer Arboretum and at the meeting on the 19th at the Moody Community Center.

P.S. I just dug a few new potatoes from the garden and cooked them with some peas. Yum! Things are definitely looking up in Tomball.
Thanks to Gene Powers for the following:
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Jo Ann Hanson Nunn Whitham 1938 - 2015

Jo Ann joined Bromeliad Society/Houston in 1977, initially as a Commercial
Member and owner of the Backyard Nursery. She switched to Member status
in 1982. During her member years she was motivated to take the Bromeliad
Society International judging school, ultimately qualifying as a Master Judge.
She was talented in producing glazed pottery in numerous shapes and colors
and offered these for sale in our various Sales events. Many of us have examples of her work in bowls or pots that let us gracefully display our Bromeliads.
She was active in Real Estate as Jan Properties beginning in 1991.
She and Mollie Sheffield attended several BSI World Bromeliad Conferences together. In particular, they
went to the Cairns, Australia WBC and then proceeded to tour Australia, later regaling us with their exploits.
In recent years, a new interest in her life and the onset of cancer made her less and less able to participate in
BS/H activities. She died April, 2015.
Louise Reichenbach Epperson 1942 – 2015
Louise joined Bromeliad Society/Houston in 1994. She served as a Director of
BS/H during 2006 – 2008. Later she gravitated to the position of Hospitality Coordinator in 2009 and served in that capacity ‘til now. She was absolutely dependable and made sure we had something to eat for all of our meetings and
events. Her forte was decoration. She liked to embellish the food tables with seasonal touches which were much appreciated.
Her skills in decoration also led her to prepare the table centerpieces for many of
our various banquets. These centerpieces were subsequently won by someone at
the table, who was able to take it to grace his or her own home. This was a fine
contribution by her to enhance the enjoyment of a festive occasion.
While Louise loved Bromeliads and grew numerous ones, she had never entered
any of her plants in the BS/H Annual Show. But she recently declared her intent to do so this year. Her
plants were found well cleaned and nearly ready for entry in the May 2015 Show.
In her life outside Bromeliads, she was a highly respected surgical nurse at St. Lukes Hospital. She died April
18, 2015.
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ATTENTION SHOW EXHIBITORS!

T

he annual show is almost here. Date and
place: Friday, May 15 through Sunday, May
17, 2015, Mercer Arboretum and Botanic Gardens, 22306 Aldine-Westfield Humble, Texas. Map is
below right.
The show title is "Bromeliads: An Artist’s Palette." The show schedule is mostly unchanged.
Hopefully you have received your schedule, cards and
entry sheet through the mail, due to the cancellation of
the April meeting. There will be limited supplies at
the show.
Classification will be open on Friday, May 15 from
noon until 3:00 p.m. When you have assembled your
entries in the holding area and are ready to enter your
plants with completed entry sheets and entry tags,
please write your name and number of entries on the
Classification Log. The log will be located at the top
of the side entrance steps to the porch. You need to be
available to move your entries when the classification
personnel get to your log number.
After your entries have been through classification
and you have the duplicate copy of your entry sheet,
please draw a line through your log number, number
of entries, and name on the Classification Log.
If you need assistance with completing your entry
sheet or entry tags or have any show-related questions,
please do not hesitate to contact us. Doing so ahead of
time would be best so that we can avoid any backup
during the classification process. Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

We can’t have an annual
show without food!!
BS/H always receives rave reviews about the “spread”
we produce for all events. Let’s not disappoint!
This year we do not have access to the sign-up sheets
which indicate what everyone volunteered to contribute for food, so I am using this bulletin to remind everyone – “remember to bring your food”. If you did
sign up for something and will not be able to contribute, please e-mail me at vernast@yahoo.com . As I
recall from prior years, there are some people who
provide staple items every year: iced tea, water, meat,
etc. These are critical needs; if you cannot provide
them this year please let me know.
Also, please keep in mind that the cottage kitchen we
use at Mercer does not have an oven and has a very
small refrigerator for storage. The only supplies there
that we can use are the coffee pot and very small super-low-power microwave. Please plan accordingly
and bring your food in a serving dish. If you are
bringing a hot dish, please have it in a crockpot, electric skillet, or some other means to keep it hot.
Louise was the best at keeping things running smoothly for this event. We will do our best, with your help,
to do the same.
Verna Powers
Show & Sale Hospitality

The after-show party will be held at Logan’s Roadhouse this year. See page 5 for details. Please remember to donate items for the auction. Frank and
Cherie Lee are collecting the auction items. Although it’s very close to party time, I’m sure they will
appreciate any last minute donations, so contact them
Charlien
ASAP.

Directions to Mercer Arboretum
Near Bush Intercontinental Airport, Mercer is 22 miles north of downtown Houston. From I-45 or the Hardy
Toll Road, exit FM 1960 and turn east. At Aldine Westfield Road, turn left. At the second traffic light (1 1/4
miles), 22306 Aldine Westfield Road, turn right for the Visitor Center and Gardens.
For out-of-town visitors who are in need of a hotel, there are some reasonably priced places to stay at the intersection of I-45 and FM 1960, which is approximately 3 miles from Mercer, including a Fairfield Inn, Comfort
Suites, and La Quinta Inn. There are also hotels at U.S. 59 and FM 1960, approximately 7 miles away. There
are a variety of restaurants at either location.
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Meet our May Speaker:
John Schmidt

J

ohn grew up in rural Kansas. As a 4-H kid, there were
always many animals such as cattle, horses, dogs,
poultry, pigeons and game birds to care for. When
John moved on to the big city, plants became the substitute
for the big animals. African violets, orchids, ferns, cacti,
succulents, and woodlanders are all part of his background.
John and his wife, Gale, moved to Houston in September of
(Editor: John reports he grew the pineapple 2007 and Bromeliad fever set in very quickly. Due to his
he’s holding from the top of an Ananas comosus limited space, he grows mainly bromeliad species.
purchased at a grocery store — not easy to do
John has been a member of BSH since 20ll and has become
in Houston — and it tasted pretty good!)
an excellent grower in a relatively short time. He’s going to
share his experience growing some of the softer leaved bromeliads.

W

After Show Party at
Logan’s Roadhouse

e are looking forward to our After-TheShow Celebration of Houston’s 44th Annual Bromeliad Show. We will meet at
LOGAN’S ROADHOUSE at 12950 Northwest
Freeway (S.H. 290), between Bingle and Hollister,
at 6:30 p.m.; dinner will be served at 7:00 p.m. The
restaurant is in a shopping area with a Cinemark
Theater and lots of other restaurants. From either
direction on 290 take the Pinemont/Bingle exit. Going west/northwest on the access road pass Bingle
and Pinemont and look for the restaurant on the
right. If travelling east/southeast make a U-turn at
Pinemont and head back west/northwest till you see
the restaurant. Be sure to check on road closures at
290 and 610. Weekends have had their share of traffic problems at entrance and exit ramps to 290 in this area lately.
We have reserved the private room behind the bar (The Garage Room). We are near the bar, but you can order
alcoholic beverages from the wait staff at your expense. We have a special menu to order from including
grilled chicken, rib eye steak or grilled salmon followed by a choice of desserts. Your cost will be $ 20.00 per
person. Unfortunately, the Society is no longer able to subsidize the cost of the after-show event. If you have
special dietary needs please let me know prior to Thursday. I would like to have a preliminary head count of
who is likely to go to Logan’s and what your entree choice will be. We want to make sure that we have adequate seating for all who want to go and can satisfy your menu choices. Let’s have a great time and raise lots
of money for the Bromeliad Society Houston/Inc., so be sure to contact Cherie Lee about your Rare Plant
Auction donations.
Don Green (713-252-9879 )
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May
Birthdays

The Houston Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month
at 7:30 PM
First Christian Church
1601 Sunset Blvd
Next meeting will be June 4, 2015

Nelwyn Anderson
Elaine Stewart
Midge Gorman
Javier de la Garza
Jane Littell
Ruby Harlan Adams
Cynthia Johnson

Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting third Sunday of month
at 2:00 PM
Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center
2020 Hermann Drive
Next meeting will be May 17, 2015

Meeting Refreshments
Time again for the A-Ms to step up and bring
some special refreshments to the May
meeting. We know the food will be great, as
always, and coffee and punch will be
furnished by the club.

5/02
5/07
5/08
5/11
5/13
5/15
5/18

Dates to Remember


BS/H Annual Show and Sale, May 15-17, 2015,
Mercer Arboretum and Botanic Garden



Southwest Bromeliad Guild and International
Cryptanthus Shows, October 9-11, Metairie, LA



BSI World Bromeliad Conference, June 13-19,
2016, Houston, TX

Member Message Board
 Our condolences go to:
 Lynn Schermerhorn Friedman’s mother,

Mariam Charlotte Schermerhorn, passed
away on April 24, 2015 at 91 years of age.

Jimbo’s Nursery
15019 8th St., Santa Fe,TX 77517, 409-925-6933

www.Jimbosnurserytx.com; email: Jimbos3@earthlink.net
We have a large selection of Aechmea, Billbergia, Cryptanthus, Dyckia, Neoregelia, and Tillandsia. Please compare our prices and our quality.
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific
goals of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.

Officers and Chairmen
David Whipkey
21503 Cypress-Rosehill Road
Tomball, TX 77377
281-255-6154
dawhip49@hotmail.com
Vice President
Wray Page
Secretary
Charlien Rose
Treasurer
Allyn Pearlman
Past President
Gene Powers
Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/15
12/31/16
12/31/17
Gordon Stowe
Don Green
Jan Garver
Vickey Gurka
Steve Reynolds
Rick Richtmyer
President

There are two classes of membership:
I.

Individual
Family

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current year.
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
for more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or emailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly
meetings. Articles and any other information pertinent to
bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.
Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388
planobrom@aol.com

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor Carole Richtmyer
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
Members: Phil Speer, Lynn Friedman,
Ken Gardner
3. Programs Chairman
Wray Page
Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
David Whipkey/Gene Powers
II.
Committees of the Board
1. Annual Show
Charlien Rose
2. Bromeliad Culture
Open
Members
Chris Nguyen
3. Holiday Party
Allyn Pearlman
4. Garden Tours
John Schmidt
5. Historian
David Whipkey
Vice Chairman
Jimmy Woolsey
6. Hospitality Coordinator
Verna Powers
Members:
Daryl Page
7. Librarian
Ruby H. Adams
8. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
9. Raffle Plants
Cherie and Frank Lee,
Wray Page
10. Seedlings
Provided by Jimmy Woolsey
11. Show & Tell
Rick Richtmyer assisted by
Chris Nguyen, Wray Page, Gary Gallick, and
Lynn Friedman
12. Members and Visitors Registrar
Ken Gardner,
Noreen Tolman, Midge Gorman
13. Courtesy
Midge Gorman
14. Webmaster
Joy Reynolds
Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild Charlien Rose, Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Gene Powers
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Bromeliad
Society
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388
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