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August, 2015
The River Ridge Bromeliad Society presents the
37th ANNUAL SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD GUILD SHOW
14th INTERNATIONAL CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY SHOW
“Bromeliads in the Louisiana Swamp”
The Crown Plaza New Orleans Airport
2829 Williams Blvd., Kenner La., 70062
October 9th 10th and 11th 2015

MEETING DATE:

Tuesday, Aug. 18, 7:00 p.m.

PROGRAM SPEAKER:

Chris Nguyen

PROGRAM TITLE:

“All the Rest”

This program will encompass all the rest of Dyckia culture
that Chris didn’t address at the ABCs picnic. He will
share his experience and knowledge of how to grow Dyckias and other spiny terrestrials.
SEEDLING:

Cryptanthus ‘Strawberries Flambe’

Supplied by Jimmy Woolsey. This is a popular, easyto-grow Jim Irvin hybrid which responds well to the
usual Cryptanthus culture: rich, well-draining mix,
good indirect light and plenty of water and fertilizer.
Picture (above) by Jim Irvin, courtesy of the BSI
Cultivar Registry.
MEETING AGENDA:
 Greetings/Call to Order/Member Plant Sale
 Show and Tell
 Meeting
 Short Break/Refreshments/Buy Plants, Raffle

Tickets
 Program
 Adjourn
SEPTEMBER PROGRAM:

Dennis Cathcart

NEXT BOARD MEETING:

Thurs., 11/19, 7:00 p.m.

DEADLINE FOR SEPTEMBER BULLETIN: 8/25/15
*** The regular membership meeting will be held at
the Moody Park Community Center on Fulton street
from 7:00 PM until 9:00 PM.

The Southwest Bromeliad Guild, the River Ridge
Bromeliad Society and the Cryptanthus Society invite you to join us in The Swamp for a weekend of
fun at “Bromeliads in The Louisiana Swamp”
The BSI Standard Bromeliad Show, Bromeliad Market (Sale), Southwest Guild Fall Meeting, the Southwest Bromeliad Guild Auction, and a Banquet, will
be held at the Crown Plaza New Orleans Airport Hotel. The hotel room rate is $115.00/day + tax (1-King
or 2 Double beds) for October 8th to October 11th.
Please register before September 8, 2015 to guarantee the room rate.
Reserve your room at: https://resweb.passkey.com/
go/Southwestbromeliadguild (Use code BGZ)
The Plant Sale will include General Guild Member
Sales and Commercial Booths. The Sale will be open
on Friday evening, October 9th, to the registrants
only. Donations of rare plants for the Guild Auction
will be appreciated.
REGISTRATION: The $65.00 per person fee includes the right to enter exhibits in the Show, sell in
the General Guild Member Sales or the Commercial
Sales, the Banquet, and the Southwest Guild Auction.
Please reserve early. No reservations will be accepted after October 8th or when the Banquet Room
capacity is reached, if this comes earlier. If you
haven’t yet received a registration form, please contact Bryan Windham, your Southwest Guild representative or someone on the BS/H Board of Directors (see page 7 of this bulletin).
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President’s Page

hat happened! Remember June, cool weather and rain. In
fact, as I think back, way too much rain. Did someone
shut off the spigot and turn up the furnace? As I write
this, the temperature is about 98° with high humidity. Lots and lots
of humidity, but so far no rain in sight. I am getting tired of watering
things twice a day. I could swear that I have to water the greenhouse
every time I turn around. I don’t see an end in sight soon. The talking head on the TV is telling me that the temperature is only going to
get hotter in the next week. Oh well, welcome to Houston, the land
of weather extremes. I am looking forward to September and more
moderate weather.
But before then, we have a meeting. Hopefully it will not be as chaotic as the last one. I would like to apologize to Odean Head for
having to cut his program short. Communication between the Society
and the City of Houston employees has left something to be desired. I am trying to work on that, but it is definitely an ongoing process. We will be at Moody Park for probably the next 6 months. I snuck a look around
the Multi-Service Center last month when we had the board meeting there, and I was not enthused by what I
saw. Emergency repairs were evident, but I saw no evidence of any substantial repairs. The Houston Chronicle had an article today about the Multi-Service Center. City Council voted 8/5/2015 to approve a construction contract for up to $1.85 million in repairs. The repairs should be completed by March 2016. Until then
our meeting time will probably be from 7:00 PM until 9:00 PM. Only the Multi-Service Center is open until
10:00 PM. We will have abbreviated meetings until we move back. In order to facilitate this shortened
schedule, I will talk fast and try to keep to the point. It would also help if each person limited the number of
Show and Tell plants to 2 as long as we meet at Moody Park.
I had better close and get this on to Carole as she is probably wanting to finish the Bulletin soon.
Looking forward to seeing you at the meeting.

P. S. Don’t forget the Southwest Bromeliad Guild and International Cryptanthus shows, which will be held
October 9-11, in Kenner, LA. Be sure to save those dates. Visit our website ( http://
bromeliadsocietyhouston.org/ ) for more information.

Bring your August seedlings from previous years to the meeting for Show and
Tell, including Cryptanthus bivittatus v. atropurpureus ‘Ruby’ (2014), pictured at left; Cryptanthus ‘Ti’ (2012); Neo. ‘Sheba’ (2008 & 2011); Tillandsia
‘Red Fountain’ or Tillandsia aeranthos (2010); and Tillandsia capitata
(2009). Picture courtesy of the BSI Cultivar Registry.
See pictures of the other seedlings listed in the 2013 August Bulletin.
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Meet our August Speaker:
Chris Nguyen
Chris was home grown and raised in New Orleans since 1982.
Having to care for his mother's extensive collection of bonsai
cultivated a resentment towards plants.
Fast forward to 2004, when he stumbled upon bromeliads while
breeding poison dart frogs as the adults deposited their tadpoles
within the center cups. He quickly discovered very few bromeliads were suitable for long term culture within terrariums due to
size restraints and lighting requirements
Not one to let open space go unused, his apartment patio was
swiftly converted into a growing area, much to the chagrin of
management. What began as a collection of Neoregelia quickly
evolved into other genera. Over the years Billbergia have become the main focus along with other terrestrial genera such as Dyckia and Hechtia.
Chris will continue the program he started at the ABCs picnic in June by showing us how he grows Dyckias.

Calling All Judges!

Blooming now in
the Richtmyer’s
greenhouse is
Cryptanthus ‘Deep
Purple’ (right);
Bromelia serra,
Puya laxa and
Aechmea andersonii (bottom row left
to right)

Remember the next Central District Judge's Symposium is scheduled for August 29, 2015 at Mercer
Arboretum from 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m.
Please bring plants, etc. that are appropriate for the
agenda topics mentioned in Charlien Rose’s letter
dated June 28, 2015. Bromeliads that are unusual
for our area and new releases are also appreciated.
Master Judges, remember attending this symposium
is one of your requirements. Please bring your
completed "Symposium Renewal Form" with you.
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THOUGHTS ON CULTIVATION — “ NOT BY THEIR RULES....”
This article by Herb Plever is reprinted from the March 1993 BROMELIANA, newsletter of the New York
Bromeliad Society and reprinted in the March, 2008, issue of the Newsletter of the Bromeliad Society of San
Francisco. The author grows bromeliads (and grows them very well) in New York. Of course, New York
growing conditions differ from ours but the following suggestions are very well worth considering.
“When growing our plants we like to be “horticulturally correct” and there is a large body of bromel lore
about the “right” cultural needs of different genera and species. This lore has developed from deductions
made after observations of the plants in their native habitats as well as from the experiences of individual
growers.
“However, some plant delinquents just refuse to respect the rules we try to make for them. Here are a few instances where experience with one plant or genus contradicts the cultural generalization.
“FERTILIZING TILLANDSIAS — Tillandsias are generally considered to be nutrition-starved in nature,
and growers have assumed that in cultivation they need minimal or no fertilizer. But our trial and error testing
over the past few years shows that Tillandsias do best when given lots of fertilizer. I soak my Tillandsias in
the bathtub for 45 to 60 minutes every 7 to 14 days and add 6 Tbsp. of Epsom salts (magnesium sulfate) to
the water. The overflow drain is only 9 1/2 inches high and the bathtub holds about 35 gallons of water. The
Tillandsias grow like weeds and they flower and multiple-pup quicker than ever before, without a sign of leaf
burn or discoloration. I plan to increase the fertilizer to 8 Tbsp. in the spring and slowly increase that strength
until I see signs of fertilizer damage.
“FERTILIZING POTTED PLANTS — Growers have always been advised to go light on fertilizer because
of the fear that too strong a concentration might burn the center cup or might wash out leaf margins. Over the
past 2 years I have fertilized my plants every 10 to 14 days with the same 20- 10-20 at a strength of 3/4 tsp. to
2 quarts water and 1/8 tsp. Epsom salts. I fertilize even in the winter, although less
often, usually every 2 1/2 to 3 weeks. The plants are now all wick-watered. Except
on Neoregelias, Cryptanthus, and Dyckias the fertilizer is poured directly into the
cups and is allowed to remain about 40 minutes. I then fill the plant with fresh water to flush out the fertilizer, as it appears the plants absorb nutrients for only about
25 minutes. I don’t fertilize Neos and I foliar feed the Crypts and Dyckias. I also
use slow-release pellets in the mix of these three genera and some individual
Aechmeas and Vrieseas. I have never had such strong growth and quick blooming
as I have had the last year. The high strength fertilizer regimen seems to have been
particularly effective in producing multi-branched inflorescences in Vrieseas such
as V. ‘Asahi’ (at right), V. ‘Charlotte’, V.
‘Christine’, and V. ‘Poelmannii’ which used to put
up only single or few spikes.
“TANK VRIESEAS — Bromel lore has it that
Vrieseas such as V. fenestralis (at left), V. hieroglyphica, V. gigantea, and V.
fosteriana need to be grown dry. Their leaf axils hold an enormous amount of
water and the water in the lower axils tends to grow stale and foul and to host
algae, fungus, molds, and slimes. The implication is that we should not keep
water in the leaf axils. Bromel lore further holds that these plants do not like to
have their feet kept wet and prefer a drier mix. However, I have been growing
these plants wickwatered in bright light. Because I flush out the fertilizer I apply every 10 to 14 days, the leaf axils have lots of fresh water. These plants
with constantly moist feet have been growing splendidly. (Continued next page)
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(Continued from page 4)
ORTHOPHYTUM NAVIOIDES (at right) —In the December
1991 issue of Bromeliana we reprinted an article from the Houston
Society Bulletin by Tony Novak extolling the virtues of Orthophytum navioides. Indeed, it is a very attractive plant which turns
rosy-red when it sends up fragrant white flowers. Tony indicated
that this native of Bahia, Brazil grows on rocks and while “slightly
more tender than other family members, it requires bright light as a
prime culture factor.” He quoted Dr. Werner Rauh’s description
of it as extremely xerophytic (meaning very dry in moisture needs)
and opined that it “is an adaptable plant for home growing
needs...”
At the foot of that article I noted that contrary to that rosy expectation, we in New York had great difficulty in
keeping O. navioides alive. Our plants kept drying back from the tips with brittle brown leaves until they succumbed despite bright light and adequate humidity. I stated: “I am beginning to suspect that the plant’s xerophytic reputation is an oversimplification” and indicated the need to find more plants to test to clear up the
mystery. O. navioides is not readily available, but last spring I got one from Carol Johnson of Pineapple
Place. At her suggestion, it was shipped in a pot, had flowered and was showing a tiny basal pup. Carol recommended not removing the pup and allow it to grow on attached to the parent. I potted the plant in my regular friable bromel mix with a nylon wick and placed it on a wick tray in an unobstructed east window which
receives 2-3 hours of morning sun. I am pleased to report that this O. navioides has evidently lost its xerophytic memory and has been happily growing in an evenly moist, wick-watered medium. There are now 3
strong pups growing basally attached to the parent. I cut the parent’s leaves almost back to the center to give
maximum light to the pups. I fertilize these offsets with a foliar spray of my regular strength fertilizer.
NIDULARIUMS — This genus has a reputation of only tolerating low to moderate light levels, although it is
a member of sub-family Bromeliaceae and all of its species have leaves with spines. Indeed, Nidularium innocentii v. lineatum (at left), one of my favorite bromeliads, seems to grow best and develop the strongest white
lines under Vita Lite fluorescent tubes. (My light setup certainly provides moderate light or better, since it has 6 tubes with silver Mylar
reflectors.) However, at least 3 species contradict the low light generalization: N. fulgens, N. rutilans and N. billbergioides. Grown under
low or even moderate light N. fulgens develops dark green long
arched-over leaves and it is difficult to see its leaf spotting. However,
when it is grown in a full sun, unobstructed south window this plant
grows compactly with stiff, broad yellow-green leaves which are
covered with brown and dark green splotches. To a lesser extent, the
same can be said of N. rutilans. For a number of years we have purchased N. billbergioides in bloom with a yellow inflorescence. (The
plant was called var. citrinum, but that varietal name is no longer recognized.) Most of us have had a lot of difficulty in establishing pups from these plants. The purchased plants
had all been forced to bloom and usually were not fully mature or strong. I finally managed to establish a pup
of N. billbergioides on a capillary mat set back from an east window, shaded by plants in front of it. Its leaves
were narrow and dark green. Then I came across a brochure from the Bak Nursery in Holland which has been
exporting the plant. The brochure contained simplified cultural information about pot size, maximum light
requirements, etc. and I was surprised to see that Bak recommended the plant be grown in strong light. I
promptly moved my N. billbergioides to a wick tray in a south window and it has responded with vigorous
growth. N. fulgens and N. rutilans have prominent spines whereas N. billbergioides’ leaves are inconspicuously serrate. Nonetheless, the plant likes strong light despite its reputation to the contrary.
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August Birthdays

The Houston Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month
at 7:30 PM
First Christian Church
1601 Sunset Blvd
Next meeting will be September 3, 2015

Sam Chism
Joe Sandel
Flo Adams
Scherie Townes
Gordon Rowell
Jan Garver
Joanne Woolsey
Gary Gallick
Dr. Steve Reynolds
Charlien Rose

Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting third Sunday of month
at 2:00 PM
Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center
2020 Hermann Drive
Next meeting will be October 18, 2015

Meeting
Refreshments

Remember: the annual Bulb and Plant Mart will be
held October 1-3 at St. John the Divine Church,
2450 River Oaks Boulevard at Westheimer.

Back to the A-Ms again
to step up and bring
some
specia l
refreshments to the
August meeting.
We
know the food will be great, as always, and
coffee and punch will be furnished by the club.

Dates to Remember


Judges Symposium and Election, August 29,
2015 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Mercer Arboretum



Southwest Bromeliad Guild and International
Cryptanthus Shows, October 9-11, Kenner,
LA



BS/H Holiday Party, December 5, Salt Grass
Steak House



BSI World Bromeliad Conference, June 1319, 2016, Houston, TX

8/02
8/05
8/08
8/13
8/17
8/24
8/24
8/27
8/31
8/31

Donors to the July raffle table included Jimmy
Woolsey, Cherie Lee, David Whipkey, Rick and
Carole Richtmyer. Beth Whitley, Elaine Stewart,
Sam Chism, Gary Gallick and Wray and Daryl
Page.
The list of the lucky winners is incomplete, due to
time running out at the end of the meeting. The only
names we have are Fred Haase, Rick Richtmyer,
Billie Emanuel and John Edmonson.

Jimbo’s Nursery
15019 8th St., Santa Fe,TX 77517, 409-925-6933

www.Jimbosnurserytx.com; email: Jimbos3@earthlink.net
We have a large selection of Aechmea, Billbergia, Cryptanthus, Dyckia, Neoregelia, and Tillandsia. Please compare our prices and our quality.
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific
goals of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.

Officers and Chairmen
David Whipkey
21503 Cypress-Rosehill Road
Tomball, TX 77377
281-255-6154
dawhip49@hotmail.com
Vice President
Wray Page
Secretary
Charlien Rose
Treasurer
Allyn Pearlman
Past President
Gene Powers
Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/15
12/31/16
12/31/17
Gordon Stowe
Don Green
Jan Garver
Vickey Gurka
Steve Reynolds
Rick Richtmyer
President

There are two classes of membership:
I.

Individual
Family

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current year.
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
for more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or emailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly
meetings. Articles and any other information pertinent to
bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.
Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388
planobrom@aol.com

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor Carole Richtmyer
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
Members: Phil Speer, Lynn Friedman,
Ken Gardner
3. Programs Chairman
Wray Page
Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
David Whipkey/Gene Powers
II.
Committees of the Board
1. Annual Show
Charlien Rose
2. Bromeliad Culture
Open
Members
Chris Nguyen
3. Holiday Party
Allyn Pearlman
4. Garden Tours
John Schmidt
5. Historian
David Whipkey
Vice Chairman
Jimmy Woolsey
6. Hospitality Coordinator
Verna Powers
Members:
Daryl Page
7. Librarian
Ruby H. Adams
8. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
9. Raffle Plants
Cherie and Frank Lee,
Wray Page
10. Seedlings
Provided by Jimmy Woolsey
11. Show & Tell
Rick Richtmyer assisted by
Chris Nguyen, Wray Page, Gary Gallick, and
Lynn Friedman
12. Members and Visitors Registrar
Ken Gardner,
Noreen Tolman, Midge Gorman
13. Courtesy
Midge Gorman
14. Webmaster
Joy Reynolds
Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild Charlien Rose, Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Gene Powers
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Bromeliad
Society
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388

FIRST CLASS

