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Our September
Speaker:
Dennis Cathcart

MEETING DATE:

Tuesday, Sept. 15, 7:00 p.m.

PROGRAM SPEAKER:

Dennis Cathcart

PROGRAM TITLE:
New Explorations and Discoveries in Brazil, Parts 2-3
Dennis will tell us more about his adventures during his 2014 trip to Brazil, and covers Rio Grande
do Sul and Santa Catarina states.
SEEDLING:

Dyckia ‘Silver Sheen’

Supplied by Jimmy Woolsey. This is a registered hybrid made by Australian hybridizer Bob Paulsen.
Culture is typical for the genus Dyckia: well-draining
mix, bright direct light and plenty of water. Picture
(above) courtesy of the BSI Cultivar Registry.
MEETING AGENDA:
 Greetings/Call to Order/Tropiflora Plant Sale
 Show and Tell
 Meeting
 Short Break/Refreshments/Buy Plants, Raffle

Tickets
 Program
 Adjourn

OCTOBER PROGRAM:

Mike Lowery
Another Place in Time

NEXT BOARD MEETING:

Thurs., 11/19, 7:00 p.m.

DEADLINE FOR OCTOBER BULLETIN:

Dennis and his wife, Linda,
own and operate Tropiflora,
established in 1976, which
has become one of the largest
collector-oriented
exotic
plant nurseries in the United
States. Tillandsias and other
bromeliads are a specialty as
well as a wide assortment of
rare succulents, myrmecophytes, aroids, orchids and more.
They published the 'Cargo Report' catalog/newsletter for
19 years until they retired it in favor of a web-based business plan in 2010.
His work with exotic plants, collecting, studying, photographing, writing and speaking about them has taken him
to many countries around the world. Exploring for new
plant varieties is still one of his favorite activities, and they
have made over 100 collecting trips to more than twenty
seven countries from the Caribbean and Latin American to
South East Asia, Africa and Madagascar. His explorations
have resulted in the introduction of a number of new species of bromeliads to science and cultivation. Three species of bromeliads, an Aechmea, a Neoregelia and a
Vriesea, carry the specific epithet cathcartii.
Lecturing takes Dennis and Linda to many fascinating
places. They have traveled widely throughout the U.S. as
well as Australia, New Zealand, Venezuela, Brazil, Bahamas, Philippines, Java, Singapore and Thailand for speaking engagements. Dennis was keynote speaker at the
‘Broms on the Arafura’, Australia’s Bromeliad Conference
in April of 2011, and spoke at the ‘Cool Broms’ conference March 2013 in New Zealand and again was the keynote speaker at 'Bromsmatta' the Australasian Bromeliad
Conference in Sydney, Australia in April 2015.

9/25/15

*** There will be no member plant sale at this meeting,
as Dennis will be bringing plants. Also, please bring no
more than 2 plants for show and tell, due to time constraints.

They were recently an exhibitor at the first Singapore Garden Festival for which they won a silver medal for their
bromeliad exhibit among sixteen countries exhibiting.
Dennis also judged at the 2013 Philadelphia Flower Show,
the largest indoor flower show in the world.

D

President’s Page

id you feel it? Fall is coming! Last week here in Tomball
we had one day when the temperature did not reach 90°. In
fact, the projected highs for the end of the coming week are
in the high 80s, but that is better than 97° which was common not so
long ago.
A plant’s growth will soon be slowing, but if you hurry, there is still
time to cut those pups that you didn’t get around to dealing with last
spring. They should still have time to root before the days get shorter, the sunlight less intense and the temperatures much cooler. With
the cooler temperatures, plants, especially the Neoregelias, should
start coloring up and putting on a great fall display.
Speaking of fall, I have a lot of things on my plate. Besides pulling
pups, I want to get some plants ready for the Southwest Guild/
International Cryptanthus shows that are coming up October 9-11 in Kenner, LA.
If you have not shown at either of these shows, you should consider doing so. You don’t have to enter 20
plants in each show, start off small and just take a few of you best specimens. If you do plan on entering
plants please make sure that they are properly named. You need to make sure the name is spelled correctly
and that it is still a valid name. Plant names are constantly changing. Plants are moved from one genus to
another. New genera are being created. Your go-to reference is the BSI website (www.BSI.org).
If your plant is a hybrid check the Bromeliad Cultivar Register to see if it is registered and if it is, to get the
correct spelling. If the plant is a specie plant, look at the taxonomy page to find the correct spelling and to
see if the name has changed. To locate the taxonomy page, look under the “What’s New” section. It was last
updated August 28, 2015. If you do your homework, the classification people will appreciate it greatly. Entering plants is much easier when the exhibitor has dotted all the i’s and crossed the t’s. You never know,
show a few plants and you might come home with some of those BSI medallions.
Fall also means that the Dennis Cathcart show is coming to town. I am not sure what the topic of Dennis’
presentation will be, but I am never disappointed when he gives a program. For those who have never heard
of Dennis, he is a true raconteur (yes I did have to look up the spelling). Dennis and his wife Linda own
Tropiflora nursery in Sarasota, Florida. In his spare time he has traveled the globe observing plants in their
native environment. In his travels, he has collected more than a few plants that he has propagated and sold
through his nursery.
I want to give Dennis as much time as he needs for his presentation, so I would appreciate you limiting your
Show and Tell plants to 1 or 2 very special plants per person. I plan on starting the meeting promptly at 7:00
P.M. and we will have to end by 9:30 P.M. so we can put the tables back the way we found them, and the staff
can do their custodial duties.
Looking forward to seeing you at Moody Park on the 15th. .
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Southwest Guild Show News
37th ANNUAL SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD GUILD SHOW
14th INTERNATIONAL CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY SHOW
“Bromeliads in the Louisiana Swamp”
The Crown Plaza New Orleans Airport
2829 Williams Blvd., Kenner La., 70062
The Southwest Bromeliad Guild and International Cryptanthus Show, hosted by River Ridge Bromeliad Society, is just a month away, October 9-11. Hopefully everyone has registered and made their reservations to attend.
The BSI Standard Bromeliad Show, Bromeliad Market (Sale), Southwest Guild Fall Meeting, the Southwest
Bromeliad Guild Auction and a Banquet, will be held at the Crown Plaza New Orleans Airport Hotel. The hotel
room rate is guaranteed to be $115.00/day + tax (1-King or 2 Double beds) for October 8th to October 11th if
you register before September 14, 2015. After that date, rates will increase. For more registration information,
please contact Bryan Windham (brykool69@yahoo.com), your Southwest Guild representative or someone on
the BS/H Board of Directors (see page 7 of this bulletin).
Charlien Rose plans to have the SWBG/ICS Show Schedules available at the September BS/H meeting. If
your assigned task requires you to use a show schedule and/or you are exhibiting, please make sure that you
pick up a schedule at the meeting. Charlien will also have entry sheets and tags. Last Chance! Please do not
forget.
And Cherie Lee is asking you to contact her with the names of the plants and bromeliad-related items that you
will be donating to the rare plant auction both for the Guild and Cryptanthus Society.

September seedlings from previous years include Dyckia fragrans (2014) pictured at left. See pictures of September seedlings from previous years in the 2013 issue of the bulletin, which
can be found online at bromeliadsocietyhouston.org, inlcuding
Cryptanthus bahianus ‘Rubra’ (2013); Cryptanthus ‘It’ (2012); a
selection of Dyckias, Cryptanthus or Billbergias (2011); Neoregelia ‘Lila’ (2010); an un-named Nat De Leon Aechmea hybrid
(2009); and Neoregelia ‘Martin’ (2008). Bring yours to the
meeting!
MEMBER NEWS


The Federation of Garden Clubs is presenting a workshop on September 11, “Mason Bee Shelters.”
Learn about these amazing bees and how they are aiding in the pollinating of our crops. Take a Mason
Bee Shelter home. Space is limited, so check availability soon if you are interested. Cost $10, Reservations: Corrie Ten-Have Ch., 713-787-5149

 Phil Speer will be giving a talk to the Dickinson Garden Club on October 8, 2015. The topic will be
"Introduction to Bromeliads and their basic Culture".
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This paper is reprinted from The Bromeliad Society of Queensland website, www.bromsqueensland.com.au,
and is titled “Root Rot & Heart Rot 2013.” Many of us here in Houston have experienced the problem described. There are many other interesting papers on this website — it’s certainly worth a visit.

Root Rot & Heart Rot
By Peter Paroz

Bromeliads are not subject to many pests and diseases but heart rot and root rot can cause considerable losses.
These two conditions are caused by the same organism, Phtytophthera cinnamomi, depending on the origin of
the attack. This organism is a fungus with swimming spores which thrive in oxygen deficient conditions. The
spores have a long survival time estimated at 12-15 years! It is highly invasive particularly when some form
of mechanical damage has occurred. The mode of dispersal is not known but contaminated surface water is a
possibility; and rain water has been suspected.
This fungus is a normal inhabitant of some soils, particularly those which are waterlogged, or otherwise have
oxygen deficient conditions. In a normal well aerated soil (or compost), any phtytophtherais are kept in check
by a parasitic fungus, Trichoderma. Trichoderma thrives only under well aerated conditions, so that any tendency to water-logging or compost break down, kills off the natural enemy of phtytophthera and allows its
proliferation. This can lead to root rot and its associated problems. Any transfer of this material into the
crown of another plant may lead to invasion of the white tissue and subsequent top rot.
The organism is widely spread in soils where it has caused appreciable losses in avocado plantations attacking the roots. It is also reported as a problem in durian, oak, cotton and cacao trees and numerous ornamental
shrubs in other parts of the world; and is a problem in Queensland pineapple fields. I have a copy of a newspaper article from the 1890's which describes in recognizable detail crown rot in pineapples at Nundah. The
fungus gets its specific name from the cinnamon tree. The organism, previously unnamed, was identified as
the cause of substantial losses in cinnamon tree plantations in Java about 1915.
Bromeliads infected by heart rot may not show obvious symptoms until the problem is well advanced. A
quick test is to gently wriggle one of the center leaves. Worst case; the leaf is easily removed. The infection is
readily identified, as it has a foul odor, and the leaves show a characteristic
blue/black line marking the advance of the infection in the white tissue. This is
not to be confused with fertilizer burn which usually appears as a scorched line
or spot on the leaf with sound tissue below the burn area. However, fertilizer
burn might provide the means of entry into the tissue by the fungus.
The pineapple industry has developed a simple 'baiting' test for detecting phtytophthera in soil and water, and is suitable for screening potting mixtures. The
procedure depends on the ready attack by the organism on the white tissue at
the base of a bromeliad leaf. The original test used a young leaf from a pineapple top; but any immature bromeliad leaf with about 20 mm of white basal
tissue is satisfactory.
Fill a glass jar to about 100 mm with the water to be tested and place the test
leaf in the water so that about 25 mm of the leaf is submerged. Use a thin
skewer or wire to pin the leaf at the required depth. Al1ow to stand for 10
days. Phytophthera is indicated by the development on the white tissue of a
blue/black line of attack and a foul smell. A less invasive organism, Pythium,
is indicated by a cotton wool like growth around the leaf.
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For soil or potting mixture, boil and cool some water. Place 3 or 4 teaspoons of soil or potting mixture in the
bottom of a glass jar and gently pour in the boiled and cooled water without stirring; and set the leaf so that the
tissue is 30-35 mm above the soil. Incubate as above.
These fungicides have been used in the local pineapple industry: Difolitan, Captan and Ridomil (Fongarid).
Aliette is a recommendation from the WWW. A local development is Phosforpine which is a phosphorous
acid preparation neutralized to pH 5.7. This compound appears to act by inhibiting germination of the spores.
These preparations may not be available for non-commercial use.
Bromeliad plants which are infected with heart rot can sometimes be saved if the invasion is not too advanced.
The best procedure is to remove as much of the affected tissue as possible back to white tissue. Treat with fungicide and allow the damaged tissue to dry and callous over. A serviceable fungicide for this purpose can be
made from two parts slaked lime (calcium hydrodroxide, not agricultural lime) and one part sulphur.
The heart rot problems of 2007 that I am aware of seem to be associated with the use of chemical sprays; one
for mosquito control and the other for scale control. A possible explanation is that the chemical was too strong
and caused damage to the meristem — the growing point of the plant — allowing invasion by the fungus.
Root rot from this organism is an indication of a poor quality or broken down potting mixture which has become anaerobic. The best response here is to remove the plant from the pot and trim off all dead roots. Check
the basal stem to see if the infection has proceeded. Carefully trim off any rotted areas back to sound tissue.
Dust the cut surfaces with fungicide and allow to dry. If you have caught the problem in time, you may get
some new roots; or have to rely on offset development.
Sterilize any implements used to trim infected plants with boiling water to avoid contaminating other plants.

Pictures of some show entries from
the 2015 San Diego Bromeliad
Society Show
From upper left, clockwise: Tillandsia
chiapensis x concolor (Ed Doherty);
Tillandsia ehlersiana X streptophylla
(Dan Kinnard/Eloise Lau); Dyckia
delicata (Andy Siekkinen); Neoregelia
‘Lorena’ (Scott Sandel); Tillandsia
Collection (Monica Mroz)
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September
Birthdays
The Houston Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month
at 7:30 PM
First Christian Church
1601 Sunset Blvd
Next meeting will be October 1, 2015

Tommy Emanuel
Robert Wall
John Schmidt
Clint Martin
Kathy Stahl
Phil Speer
Noreen Tolman
Don Green
Chris Krumrey
Alan Raymond
Debbie Gerstner-Wolf
Jimmy Woolsey
Oscar Allen
David Whipkey
Daryl Page
Ruth Munson
Beth Whitley

Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting third Sunday of month
at 2:00 PM
Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center
2020 Hermann Drive
Next meeting will be October 18, 2015

9/03
9/03
9/05
9/08
9/11
9/12
9/12
9/13
9/14
9/14
9/15
9/16
9/20
9/21
9/22
9/28
9/30

Dates to Remember





Southwest Bromeliad Guild and International
Cryptanthus Shows, October 9-11, Kenner,
LA
BS/H Holiday Party, December 5, Salt Grass
Steak House
BSI World Bromeliad Conference, June 1319, 2016, Houston, TX

Donors to the August raffle table included Ruby H.
Adams, Wray and Daryl Page, Rick and Carole
Richtmyer, David Whipkey and Cherie Lee
The list of the lucky winners includes Vickey Gurka,
Audrey Van Wright, Fred Haase, Kathy Stahl, Don
Green, and Charlien Rose.
The raffle brought in $42.

Meeting Refreshments
It’s the N-Z’s turn to step up and bring special refreshments to the September
meeting, as we expect a large turn-out for a special speaker. We know the food
will be great, as always, and coffee and punch will be furnished by the club.

Jimbo’s Nursery
15019 8th St., Santa Fe,TX 77517, 409-925-6933

www.Jimbosnurserytx.com; email: Jimbos3@earthlink.net
We have a large selection of Aechmea, Billbergia, Cryptanthus, Dyckia, Neoregelia, and Tillandsia. Please compare our prices and our quality.
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific
goals of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.

Officers and Chairmen
David Whipkey
21503 Cypress-Rosehill Road
Tomball, TX 77377
281-255-6154
dawhip49@hotmail.com
Vice President
Wray Page
Secretary
Charlien Rose
Treasurer
Allyn Pearlman
Past President
Gene Powers
Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/15
12/31/16
12/31/17
Gordon Stowe
Don Green
Jan Garver
Vickey Gurka
Steve Reynolds
Rick Richtmyer
President

There are two classes of membership:
I.

Individual
Family

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current year.
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
for more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or emailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly
meetings. Articles and any other information pertinent to
bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.
Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388
planobrom@aol.com

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor Carole Richtmyer
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
Members: Phil Speer, Lynn Friedman,
Ken Gardner
3. Programs Chairman
Wray Page
Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
David Whipkey/Gene Powers
II.
Committees of the Board
1. Annual Show
Charlien Rose
2. Bromeliad Culture
Open
Members
Chris Nguyen
3. Holiday Party
Allyn Pearlman
4. Garden Tours
John Schmidt
5. Historian
David Whipkey
Vice Chairman
Jimmy Woolsey
6. Hospitality Coordinator
Verna Powers
Members:
Daryl Page
7. Librarian
Ruby H. Adams
8. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
9. Raffle Plants
Cherie and Frank Lee,
Wray Page
10. Seedlings
Provided by Jimmy Woolsey
11. Show & Tell
Rick Richtmyer assisted by
Chris Nguyen, Wray Page, Gary Gallick, and
Lynn Friedman
12. Members and Visitors Registrar
Ken Gardner,
Noreen Tolman, Midge Gorman
13. Courtesy
Midge Gorman
14. Webmaster
Joy Reynolds
Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild Charlien Rose, Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Gene Powers
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Bromeliad
Society
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388

FIRST CLASS

