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MEETING DATE:

October, 2015

Tuesday, Oct. 20, 7:00 p.m.

PROGRAM SPEAKER:

Rick Richtmyer

PROGRAM TITLE:

“Terrestrial Update”

Rick will talk about terrestrials, including pictures
from San Diego and Huntington Gardens, and
some cultural issues. He’ll discuss some of the
taxonomic changes coming to the terrestrial genera.
SEEDLING:

Aechmea recurvata ‘Bandit’

Supplied by Jimmy Woolsey. A small, easy to grow
form of Aechmea recurvata. Grow in a well-draining
mix and provide bright light for best conformation
and color. This plant is quite tolerant of cold temperatures and hard water. Picture (above) courtesy of
the BSI Cultivar Registry.
MEETING AGENDA:
 Greetings/Call to Order/Member Plant Sale
 Show and Tell
 Meeting
 Short Break/Refreshments/Buy Plants, Raffle

Tickets
 Program
 Adjourn
NOVEMBER PROGRAM:
NEXT BOARD MEETING:

Charlie Birdsong
Thurs., 11/19, 7:00 p.m.

DEADLINE FOR NOVEMBER BULLETIN: 10/25/15
*** There will be a member plant sale at this meeting.
Please double tag your plants and be sure all are
properly named.

There’s still time to get a discounted registration rate for the next BSI World Bromeliad Conference. From now till the end of
the year, it’s $250 to register.
We need the support of all our members — lots
to do before it’s show time in Houston. When
you’re asked to help, please agree. Better yet,
volunteer! And it’s not too early to look over
your bromeliads and start pampering potential
show plants.
Support the BSI and Bromeliad Society/
Houston! Visit the BSI website today.

T

President’s Page

here is something about being 6 miles high on a cloudless
New England night that causes my mind to wander. I look
out into the darkness and think that I can see forever. Strange
ideas pop into my head and then onto the computer screen, only to be
edited out later. That is probably why this article is taking longer
than normal to write.
It is a pity, as some of the ideas are fantastic and oddly interesting,
but not always the type of material that fits into the President’s page
article of a plant society bulletin. Therefore I will attempt to keep to
the task and audience at hand.
I spent a week in Boston, and I could have sworn that I was in Houston in late October. The highs were in the low 60’s one day and the
mid 80’s the next. Night time lows ranged from the low 40’s to the
low 70’s. Rollercoaster temperatures. Fall is coming to the northeast. Can Houston be far behind? I think
not.
Make no doubt about it; cold weather is coming. We might like to think it will always be warm (hot in fact)
and sunny, but no matter what we wish, Mother Nature will have her way. I usually start prepping for winter
in October. I choose the plants that will come into the greenhouse and find a protected place for the unlucky
ones that must do the best that they can to winter over on their own.
As I move the plants into the greenhouse, I check for pests and diseases. It is far easier to deal with them
now, rather than later in the winter when they have infected all those unfortunate enough to be around them.
By the end of October, I have the greenhouse covered with new plastic sheeting. The vents, fans, and heater
have been tested. My goal is for the “big move” to be over by Thanksgiving, but it usually takes a bit longer.
If you don’t have a greenhouse, now is definitely the time to be thinking about protecting your plants. When
the meteorologist predicts temperatures in the low 30’s or below is not the time to start thinking about protecting your collection. Temporary structures, moving to protected locations, covering with frost cloth, whatever you choose is fine, just plan in advance. Speaking of planning, are you going to attend the October
meeting?
October is when we have our election. We introduce the candidates, vote, count the votes, and announce the
results. Sounds simple doesn’t it. Well the election is, but finding the candidates can sometimes be difficult.
Between the demands of work and family, most are simply too busy to serve. However without the officers
and board members the society could not function. They make the plans. They tend to the society’s business.
They dot the i’s and cross the t’s. I want to thank all of the people who agreed to run for office this year.
The last year has been full of trials and tribulations. Hopefully next year will be better. Whatever happens
during the coming year, I am sure that the people you elect in October will be up the task.
I am looking forward to seeing you at the October meeting.

P.S. The meeting will be held in room 104 not in the Multi-Purpose Room.
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Here are the October seedlings of the month from past years, clockwise from upper left: 2014, Cryptanthus
fosterianus (formerly zonatus) ‘Nivea’; 2013, Billbergia ‘Pixie’; 2012, Neoregelia ‘Guinea’; 2011 Neophytum
‘Burgundy Hill’; 2010, Neoregelia ‘Mercury Is in Love’; 2009, Guzmania ‘Empire’’ X ‘Fortuna’ (no picture
available); 2008, Neoregelia ‘Martin’. If you’re still growing them, bring them to Show and Tell at the October meeting. Pictures courtesy of the BSI Cultivar Registry and the Queensland “Bromeliaceae” Vol. XLV No.

MEMBER NEWS
 Doug Trahan has been diagnosed with prostate cancer and is undergoing further testing prior to treatment. He would appreciate visitors and phone calls. Doug lives in Maurice, Louisiana; his home phone
number is 337-893-3059. Calling before you visit is advisable.
Many of us remember the years when Doug worked as Placement Chairman for BS/H shows and created
wonderful Cajun dinners at after-show parties. Prayers to get him through this difficult time. You can
get more information from Inez Barras at 337-856-6424 or email her at barrasinez@bellsouth.net.
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2016 Slate of Officers
The Nominating Committee, chaired by Gene Powers has put forward the following slate of officers for
2016. The election will be held at the October meeting.
President — David Whipkey
David joined the BS/H in 1985 and has served the society in many different positions including President,
Vice-President, member of the board of directors, and many committee chairs. He is a BSI Internationally
Accredited Master Judge, and currently serves as the Vice-President of the Cryptanthus Society. David
enjoys growing many types of bromeliads including Cryptanthus, Hohenbergia, Nidularium, Neoregelia, and
Dyckia. David is our current president.
Vice President — Sam Chism
Sam Chism's wife Carol encouraged him to buy an interesting blooming plant, called "Aechmea Fasciata" in
1975. Sam then met a woman by the name of Hazel Rogers at Cole's flea market. She had different
bromeliads for sale. Sam was hooked. He became a collector and joined the Houston Bromeliad Society in
1976, meeting other collectors, including Merrill O'Neal and Odean Head. His collection created a jungle
for his backyard, with additional gingers, bamboos, heliconias, palms and cycads. Work at the Johnson
Space Center kept him busy, but he remained a member of the BS/H. He ’s contributed plants to the monthly
raffles, given programs, helped with sales and served on the board. He's stayed with it all due to the
socialization with fellow collectors who are generally into all plants. Early on he grew a wide variety of
different genera, but now focuses mostly on Billbergias, Dyckias, and Tillandsias. He mostly searches for
tropical plants, including seeds from trips, which with minimal protection, can survive here in Houston.
Secretary — Charlien Rose
Charlien joined the BS/H in 1976 and has served the society and the Board of Directors in many different
capacities since then. She has been General Chairperson of our annual show; at World Conferences, she has
served as co-chairperson of the Judged Show in 1990, Show Chairperson in 2000, and Clerks Chairperson in
2002. Charlien is an International Accredited Master Judge and instructor, and past Chairman of the BSI
Affiliates Show Committee. She is currently serving our society as Secretary.
Treasurer — Allyn Pearlman
Allyn joined the society in 1991. He was Editor of the Bulletin from 1992 to 2002, and has been
Membership Chairman since 1993. He has served as a Director and President, and was Chairman of our
annual show in 1995. Allyn is also an active supporter of the Southwest Guild and is currently the Treasurer
of that organization as well as the BS/H and The Cryptanthus Society. Allyn is a BSI Accredited Judge and a
member of the BSI.
Director – Ruby Adams
Gosh, how time flies! Several years ago, Ruby decided to retire from her monetarily paying profession to
travel and pay better attention to her hobby of growing plants, including bromeliads. Less than a year after
retiring she became a grandmother. Well, he is now 12 years old, a wonderful grandson and seems to
require a little less of her hands on time. During the process of giving her bromeliads better attention, she
became an Internationally Accredited Judge and enjoys continual education. Ruby enjoys people and plants
and has served BS/H on the Board of Directors, Judges Chairperson for 2013 annual show, and as Vice
President. She is a member of BSI and The Cryptanthus Society.
Director – John Schmidt
John grew up in rural Kansas, participating in 4-H and taking care of animals such as cattle, horses, dogs,
poultry, pigeons and game birds. When he moved to the big city, plants became his substitute for the
animals. African violets, orchids, ferns, cacti, succulents, and “woodlanders” are all part of his background.
He moved to Houston with his wife, Gale, in 2007 and Bromeliad fever set in very quickly. Due to his
limited space, he grows mainly bromeliad species. He’s been a member of BS/H since 20ll, and has become
such an excellent grower in a relatively short time that he’s been asked to give us several programs.
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HO HO HO …
SALTGRASS STEAK HOUSE
TIME OF YEAR

t is soon going to be looking a lot like
Christmas and that means it is time to get
ready for our Holiday Party. Once again it
will be at the Saltgrass Steak House located at 9110
Southwest Freeway on Saturday, December 5th.
Cash bar at 6:30 p.m., dinner at 7:00 p.m. Cost is

$50 per person.
Menu selections include 8 oz. top Sirloin & Shrimp, Center Cut Pork Chop, 12 oz.
Ribeye, Baby Back Ribs or Chicken Laredo (grilled breast topped with melted jack
cheese, avocado, grilled onions, chopped tomatoes & poblano
peppers, finished with chopped cilantro & feta cheese). Entrees
include choice of sides (garlic mashed, French fries, sweet potato
fries, seasonal vegetables, scampi rice, baked potato), choice of
salads (dinner, Caesar, or cup of tortilla, potato or steak soup),
Shiner Bock Beer Bread and your choice of the BIG dessert! Plus a
great Holiday Bromeliad from Jimmy & Joanne Woolsey.
Accepting reservations and money at the October meeting.
Thanks, Allyn

Meet our October Speaker:

Rick Richtmyer

Rick has given programs in Florida and Texas. He
joined the BS/H in 1981, then was transferred to Dallas
in 1982 where he served the Dallas Society as President, Vice-President and Show Chairman. Rick is an
International Accredited Master Judge and instructor,
has served on the BSI Board of Directors, and acted as
Judges Chairman for the BS/H annual show, Judges Cochairman, along with Carole, at the 1996 World Bromeliad Conference, and Judged Show Chairman for the
1998 WBC.
Since moving back to Houston in 1996, he has served
the BS/H as a Director, President and Vice President,
Rick admiring a Bromelia patch in Brazil.
and as Classification Chairman for numerous BS/H and
Southwest Guild shows. His special interest is growing the terrestrial bromeliads.
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The Houston Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month
at 7:30 PM
First Christian Church
1601 Sunset Blvd
Next meeting will be November 5, 2015

October Birthdays
Ed Doherty
John Edmonson
Frank Lee
Linda Whipkey
Johnny Williams
Wray Page
Margo Racca
Rick Richtmyer
Marsha Krumrey
Martha Burg
Daniel Wolf

Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting third Sunday of month
at 2:00 PM
Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center
2020 Hermann Drive
Next meeting will be October 18, 2015

Dates to Remember

10/03
10/03
10/05
10/06
10/10
10/14
10/23
10/24
10/29
10/29
10/30



Southwest Bromeliad Guild and International
Cryptanthus Shows, October 9-11, Kenner,
LA

Donors to the August raffle table included Ruby H.
Adams, John Schmidt, Rick and Carole Richtmyer,
Sam Chism, Beth Whitley, and Jimmy Woolsey.



BS/H Holiday Party, December 5, Saltgrass
Steak House



BSI World Bromeliad Conference, June 1319, 2016, Houston, TX

The list of the lucky winners includes Ruby Adams,
Billie Emanuel, Richard Beaubeauf, Betty Garrison, Gordon Stowe, Rick Richtmyer, Vickey Gurka
and Cherie Lee.
The raffle brought in $55.

Meeting Refreshments
It’s getting close to the end of the year so, A-Ms, it’s your last chance in
2015 to bring refreshments to the October meeting. We know the food
will be great, as always, and coffee and punch will be furnished by the club.

Jimbo’s Nursery
15019 8th St., Santa Fe,TX 77517, 409-925-6933

www.Jimbosnurserytx.com; email: Jimbos3@earthlink.net
We have a large selection of Aechmea, Billbergia, Cryptanthus, Dyckia, Neoregelia, and Tillandsia. Please compare our prices and our quality.
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific
goals of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.

Officers and Chairmen
David Whipkey
21503 Cypress-Rosehill Road
Tomball, TX 77377
281-255-6154
dawhip49@hotmail.com
Vice President
Wray Page
Secretary
Charlien Rose
Treasurer
Allyn Pearlman
Past President
Gene Powers
Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/15
12/31/16
12/31/17
Gordon Stowe
Don Green
Jan Garver
Vickey Gurka
Steve Reynolds
Rick Richtmyer
President

There are two classes of membership:
I.

Individual
Family

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current year.
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
for more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or emailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly
meetings. Articles and any other information pertinent to
bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.
Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388
planobrom@aol.com

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor Carole Richtmyer
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
Members: Phil Speer, Lynn Friedman,
Ken Gardner
3. Programs Chairman
Wray Page
Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
David Whipkey/Gene Powers
II.
Committees of the Board
1. Annual Show
Charlien Rose
2. Bromeliad Culture
Open
Members
Chris Nguyen
3. Holiday Party
Allyn Pearlman
4. Garden Tours
John Schmidt
5. Historian
David Whipkey
Vice Chairman
Jimmy Woolsey
6. Hospitality Coordinator
Verna Powers
Members:
Daryl Page
7. Librarian
Ruby H. Adams
8. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
9. Raffle Plants
Cherie and Frank Lee,
Wray Page
10. Seedlings
Provided by Jimmy Woolsey
11. Show & Tell
Rick Richtmyer assisted by
Chris Nguyen, Wray Page, Gary Gallick, and
Lynn Friedman
12. Members and Visitors Registrar
Ken Gardner,
Noreen Tolman, Midge Gorman
13. Courtesy
Midge Gorman
14. Webmaster
Joy Reynolds
Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild Charlien Rose, Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Gene Powers
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Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388

FIRST CLASS

