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2016 BS/H DUES are due and payable now. Single
memberships are $20 and family memberships $30
per year. You can mail your check to Allyn Pearlman at 6422 Bankside Drive, Houston, TX 77096,
or pay at the January meeting.

MEETING DATE:

Tuesday, January 19, 7:30 p.m.

PROGRAM SPEAKER:
PROGRAM TITLE:

Rick Richtmyer
“Terrestrial Update”

Rick will talk about terrestrials, including pictures from San Diego and Huntington Gardens,
and some cultural issues. He’ll discuss some of
the taxonomic changes coming to the terrestrial
genera.
SEEDLING:

Orthophytum ’Copper Penney’

Supplied by Jimmy Woolsey. A prolific, easy to grow
Orthophytum hybrid of O. saxicola X O. vagans, created by Gary Hendrix. Copper to rose-copper color
with fairly soft leaves on an elongated stem. Plant in
well-draining mix, water well and give good light for
best color. Picture and information courtesy of the
BSI BCR website.
MEETING AGENDA:
 Greetings/Call to Order
 Show and Tell
 Meeting
 Break/Refreshments/Buy raffle tickets
 Program
 Raffle
 Adjourn

FEBRUARY PROGRAM:

Odean Head

NEXT BOARD MEETING: Thurs., Jan. 21 , 7:00 p.m.
DEADLINE FOR FEBRUARY BULLETIN: 1/28/16

The Bromeliad Society
International is a center
point for all of our local
bromeliad
societies.
With a colorful and informative
Journal
(published bimonthly),
its sponsorship of world
bromeliad conferences
and accreditation of
show judges, a seed
bank, and cultivar registration, the BSI is an amazing resource for bromeliad
growers and their local societies from around the
world. Every local society member should join the
BSI. Annual dues are $45, dual memberships are
$60. For a membership application, check with a
BS/H officer, Gene Powers or Steve Reynolds, our
BSI Regional Directors; you can also find them
online at www.bsi.org. The 2016 World Bromeliad
Conference will be held here in Houston, so let’s all
join the BSI before then!
And, while you’re thinking about societies that feature bromeliads, don’t
forget the Cryptanthus
Society. It also publishes a quarterly Journal
with lots of color pictures and articles about
the genus Cryptanthus.
Dues are $20 for an individual or $25 for a dual membership. The CSI
holds an annual show in conjunction with the BSI in
years with a scheduled World Conference and in various other locations during alternate years. This year
it will be held in Houston at our World Conference
in June. See Carole Richtmyer, Steve Reynolds or
Allyn Pearlman for more information.

T
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he longer I live in Texas, the less I understand about weather. To
borrow a quote from Lewis Carroll’s Alice (while wandering
around in Wonderland): “Curiouser and curiouser!” We have had
rain, rain, and more rain; daytime highs in the 40’s and a few days
later nighttime lows in the 60’s in December and January. A freeze in
November and it was about 70° yesterday afternoon. My poor plants
don’t know what to think. Is it fall, winter or spring? With weather like
this you need to be careful when, how much and how often you water.
Too little water, the temperature goes up; the plants desiccate. Too much
water, a drop in temperature; the plants rot. Not much a person can do
except water carefully and hope for the best.

Oops, I almost forgot. Happy New Year everyone! As they say, out with
the old and in with the new. I don’t think I am going to miss 2015. It
was too much like running blindfolded through a mine field. You could never tell when something was going to blow up. I look forward to 2016 being a wonderful, informative, and stress free year.
Sam Chism, our new Vice-President and program chairperson, has been hard at work lining up speakers for
the coming year. Some of the names he is tossing around include Dennis Cathcart, Paul Isley, Rick
Richtmyer, and possibly Andy Seikenen. As the year progresses he will be revealing more names.
2016 also brings the World Bromeliad Conference to Houston. So far I have not heard much about the
speakers, but I am sure that Dr. Steve Reynolds has lined up some the best presenters that the bromeliad
world has to offer. The show should be fantastic. We have some of the best growers in the world here in
Houston. There will be tours, poster sessions, comradery, and good food. Remember that all of this fun
comes with a price. It takes a large number of people to put on a conference. Hopefully you will be willing
to lend a hand. If you want to help, contact one of the conference chairs: Ruby Adams, Vickey Gurka, or
Dr. Steve Reynolds. I am sure that they will be able to find a task for you.
The January meeting will again be held at The West Gray Multi-Service Center located at 1475 W. Gray St.,
Houston, TX 77019. If the lot in the front of the building is full, there is a lot located behind the Center. If
you are traveling from I-10 on Waugh Drive to get to the back lot, don’t turn right onto West Gray, go 1
block further and turn by the storage center. The lot will be on your right.
Looking forward to seeing you there.

P. S. Regarding last year’s resolutions: I did lose a little weight; I updated my plant database; I honestly
tried to be more selective when choosing plants; I did read a good plant book or two. But, I didn’t slow
down and enjoy my plants as much as I had planned. I need to share my limited knowledge with others more
readily. Oh well, 2016 is another year.
Show winners — 2015
Cryptanthus show
From left to right:
Best of Show Artistic,
“Swamp Earth Star”,
Allyn Pearlman;
“Swamp Bird in
Flight”, Div. 4, Allyn
Pearlman; Cryptanthus
‘Doug Trahan’, Div. I,
Carole Richtmyer
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Attention all BSHI members!
If you have not promised a WBC 2016 Chairman or Chairmen that you will work on their committee (s),
please do so ASAP. If you do not know who is responsible for the area you want to work in, contact Allyn
Pearlman or me and we will help you. Please do not wait to be asked.
Security needs to cover many rooms from Monday (13th) until the conference ends on Sunday (19th).
Registration will need staffing Monday (13th) through Friday (17th).
Raffle table will need people to sell tickets and make sure the winners receive their prizes. There will be
multiple raffles per day on Wednesday (15th) through Friday (17th).
 Tours Wednesday (15th) through Saturday (18th). People are needed to make sure the registrants board
the appropriate bus and to direct the drivers to the correct locations.
 Plant sales will need people to pull tags, box purchases and help the buyers with their goodies.




Some of the committees also have tasks you can volunteer for that need to be completed before the conference
begins. Examples: preparing and wrapping raffle baskets/items, filling the goodie bags, contacting registrants
to find out if they plan to enter the judged show, and if so, to find out how many and what type of entries they
plan to bring.
Members should be contacting local merchants, especially in the Galleria area, asking them to purchase advertising space in the Conference Schedule, asking for donations for the raffle baskets and/or items for the goodie
bags. Anyone may donate items for the raffle baskets. Items should not be plants and do not have to be bromeliad related. This is a good place for gifts you will not really use: an assortment of bath related items, a basket
of gardening items, etc. I have a pineapple candle holder and a crystal basket I purchased at a BSHI Xmas raffle that I plan to donate. If you are not sure what items are usually included in the raffle, ask someone who has
purchased raffle tickets at a previous WBC.
There is also a speaker fund and an awards fund that will appreciate your monetary donations. You may purchase space in the conference schedule for a Memoriam or whatever you choose.
Very Important! Please take extra special care of your potential show plants. A number of our members
who usually enter the BSHI show will not be entering WBC 2016 and because of the present airline rules and
extra luggage charges, I am afraid we will not have a significant number of show entries from other areas.
Every entry will be important, so please do not tell yourself that because you only have a few entries, you can
just forget about entering them. Every entry will be needed for this to be a show we can be proud of.
Help! Tasks that should have been completed in 2015 are still in the planning and/or staffing stages. Until
these tasks are completed, information that people want before they make the decision to register for the conference cannot be published.
Hopefully once the information is available, if the seminar speakers are interesting the tours are exciting and
plant sales is tempting enough, several hundred bromeliad enthusiasts will send in their registration.

Charlien

Many thanks to the planners, workers and donors to the Holiday
Party and Rare Plant Auction: of course, party planner Allyn Pearlman, and Joanne and Jimmy Woolsey for the centerpieces and seedlings;
and
donors
Don
Green,
David
Skrivanek,
the
“Consortium” (Cindy Gray, Vickey Gurka, Frank and Cherie Lee, Chris
Nguyen, Gene and Verna Powers, Rick and Carole Richtmyer, Charlien Rose and Kathy Stahl), Cynthia & Ray Johnson, Gary Gallick,
Carole & Rick Richtmyer, Steve Reynolds, Ruby Adams, Odean Head,
Jimmy and Joanne Woolsey, and John Schmidt. Apologies ahead of
time if anyone was left out. If you will let the editor know, you will
be acknowledged in the next bulletin.
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Southwest Guild Bromeliad/ICS Show — October, 2015
More Winners

Clockwise from upper left: Best Division I, Tillandsia rothii, Margo Racca; Best Division II, Aechmea
‘Roberto Menescal’, Margo Racca; Best Division III, Guzmania sanguinea variegata, Betty Patterson; Best
Division IV, Tillandsia xerographica, Terry Coulthard; Best Division V, Tillandsia chiapensis Large Form,
Betty Patterson; Best Division VI, “Prison Break”, Allyn Pearlman; Best Div. VII, Cryptanthus ‘Stephen
Hoppin’, Allyn Pearlman; Best Cryptanthus Species, C. ‘Muriel Loose’, Charlien Rose. Center, ICS, Best
Div. II, C. ‘Jean Nicole’, John Edmonson.
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Bring your January seedlings-of-the-month from past years
to Show and Tell.
Pictured at left, January 2015, Dyckia platyphylla,
image courtesy of Yuccado website. Seedlings from
previous years include: January 2014, Billbergia
‘Tequila Sunset’; January 2013, Dyckia ‘Nickel Silver’ ; January 2012, Acanthostachys pitcairnioides; January 2011, Guzmania ‘Bernie’; January
2010, Billbergia rosea; January 2009, Neoregelia
‘Voodoo Doll’; January 2008, Vriesea fosteriana
‘Red Chestnut’. See pictures of these seedlings in
the 2014 Bulletin.

Pictured at left,
Ursulaea tuitensis blooming
in Cherie and
Frank Lee’s
greenhouse.
Picture courtesy
of Cherie Lee.

Meet our January Speaker:

Rick Richtmyer

Rick has given programs in Florida and Texas. He
joined the BS/H in 1981, then was transferred to Dallas
in 1982 where he served the Dallas Society as President, Vice-President and Show Chairman. Rick is an
International Accredited Master Judge and instructor,
has served on the BSI Board of Directors, and acted as
Judges Chairman for the BS/H annual show, Judges Cochairman, along with Carole, at the 1996 World Bromeliad Conference, and Judged Show Chairman for the
1998 WBC.

Rick in Brazil standing next to a Bromelia thicket in 2007

the terrestrial bromeliads.

Since moving back to Houston in 1996, he has served
the BS/H as a Director, President and Vice President,
and as Classification Chairman for numerous BS/H and
Southwest Guild shows. His special interest is growing
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January
Birthdays

The Houston Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month
at 7:30 PM
First Christian Church
1601 Sunset Blvd
Next meeting will be February 4, 2016

Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting third Sunday of month
at 2:00 PM
Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center
2020 Hermann Drive
Next meeting will be January 17, 2016

Beaumont Martin
Deborah Bragg
Leigh Farmer
Jean Marie Jones
Lynn Schermerhorn
Malcolm McCorquodale
Betty Garrison
Nita Ankenbruck
Steven Ramirez

1/02
1/10
1/10
1/16
1/16
1/17
1/19
1/22
1/29

Thanks to the donors to the November raffle table:
Ruby Adams, Cherie Lee, John Schmidt, Kathy
Stahl, Rick and Carole Richtmyer, Sam Chism
and David Whipkey.
And the lucky winners were: Don Green, Vickey
Gurka, Rick Richtmyer, Kathy Stahl, Billie
Emanuel, Charlien Rose, Betty Garrison, and
Gordon Stowe.
The raffle brought in $43.

An urgent reminder:

Meeting Refreshments
First chance in 2016 for the N-Zs to step up
and bring some special refreshments to the
January meeting. We know the food will be
great, as always, and coffee and punch will be
furnished by the club.

At the end of January, the registration fee
for the 2016 World Conference, being held
here in Houston June 13—19, increases!
BSHI needs your support, so sign up today.
And let a committee chairman know that
you’re willing to help in some capacity.

Jimbo’s Nursery
15019 8th St., Santa Fe,TX 77517, 409-925-6933

www.Jimbosnurserytx.com; email: Jimbos3@earthlink.net
We have a large selection of Aechmea, Billbergia, Cryptanthus, Dyckia, Neoregelia, and Tillandsia. Please compare our prices and our quality.
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific
goals of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.
There are two classes of membership:
Individual
Family

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current year.
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
for more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or emailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly
meetings. Articles and any other information pertinent to
bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.
Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388
planobrom@aol.com

Officers and Chairmen
David Whipkey
21503 Cypress-Rosehill Road
Tomball, TX 77377
281-255-6154
dawhip49@hotmail.com
Vice President
Sam Chism
Secretary
Charlien Rose
Treasurer
Allyn Pearlman
Past President
Gene Powers
Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/16
12/31/17
12/21/18
Don Green
Jan Garver
Ruby Adams
Steve Reynolds
Rick Richtmyer
John Schmidt

President

I.

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor Carole Richtmyer
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
Members: Phil Speer, Lynn Friedman,
Ken Gardner
3. Programs Chairman
Sam Chism
Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
Gene Powers/David Whipkey
II.
Committees of the Board
1. Annual Show
None
2. Bromeliad Culture
TBA
Members
Chris Nguyen
3. Holiday Party
Allyn Pearlman
4. Garden Tours
John Schmidt
5. Historian
David Whipkey
Vice Chairman
Jimmy Woolsey
6. Hospitality Coordinator Verna Powers
Members:
Daryl Page
7. Librarian
Ruby H. Adams
8. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
9. Raffle Plants
Cherie and Frank Lee,
Wray Page
10. Seedlings
Provided by Jimmy Woolsey
11. Show & Tell
John Schmidt assisted by
Wray Page, Gary Gallick, Rick Richtmyer
12. Members’ and Visitors’ Registrar Ken Gardner,
Noreen Tolman, Midge Gorman
13. Courtesy
Midge Gorman
14. Webmaster
Joy Reynolds
Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild Charlien Rose, Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Gene Powers
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Bromeliad
Society
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388

FIRST CLASS

