
Bromeliad Society 

Vol 49 No 2   February, 2016 

MEETING DATE:    Tuesday, February 16, 7:30 p.m. 

PROGRAM SPEAKER:      Odean Head 

PROGRAM TITLE: 
“Memories from Past World Conferences” 

Odean’s program will include pictures from past 
world conferences, including BSI members, en-
tries and displays, with special focus on the WBC 
in St. Petersburg, Florida, 2002.        

SEEDLING:    Aechmea bromelifolia    

Supplied by Jimmy Woolsey. Cultural requirements 
are typical for many Aechmeas — give bright light 
for best color and conformation. See picture above. 

MEETING AGENDA: 

 Greetings/Call to Order/Member Plant Sale

 Show and Tell

 Meeting

 Break/Refreshments/Buy raffle tickets

 Program

 Raffle

 Adjourn

MARCH PROGRAM:   Chris Nguyen 

NEXT BOARD MEETING:    Thurs., 3/17 , 7:00 p.m. 

DEADLINE FOR MARCH BULLETIN: 2/28/16 

***Please note:  There will be a member sale at this 
meeting! 

TIME TO PAY YOUR DUES 

It is that time to pay your dues.  Please send to Allyn 
Pearlman, 6422 Bankside Dr ive, Houston, TX 77096.  
You may also pay at the February meeting. 

According to By-Law IV, any member who does not pay 
their dues by the end of February will be dropped from 
the membership.  You also will not be listed in the 2016 
Yearbook. 

Thanks, Allyn 

UPCOMING BROMELIAD SALES 

 SPRING SALE will be held on Saturday, May 7th 
at the West Gray Center. (1475 West Gray).  Sale 
hours are 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  PARKING IS LIM-
ITED SO YOU WILL NEED TO DROP OFF 
YOUR BROMELIADS AT THE BACK OF THE 
CENTER AND THEN PARK ON THE STREET. 

 WORLD BROMELIAD CONFERENCE SALE 
will open to the public on Friday, June 17th from 9:00 
a.m. – 5:00 p.m. and on Saturday, June 18th from 9:00
a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

 FALL SALE is scheduled for  Saturday, Septem-
ber 24th at Mercer Arboretum & Botanic Garden. 

B 
ring your seedlings 
from previous years 
to the February meet-

ing to discuss at Show and 
Tell.  Bring your “Failures to 
Thrive” as well as “Success 
Stories” so we can have dis-
cussions on which cultural 
practices work (and which 
don’t). 

The seedlings are:  in 2015, 
Cryptanthus acaulis (left, 
picture courtesy of Josh’s 

Frogs website); 2014, Billbergia ‘Muriel Iki’; 2013, Til-
landsia caput-medusa; 2012, xVriecantarea ‘Seeger’ ; 
2011, Ananas ‘Lavaburst’; 2010, Neoregelia ‘Inca’; 2009, 
Tillandsia ionantha ‘Maxima’; and in 2008, Guzmania 
‘Olive’.  Pictures of listed seedlings from previous years 
can be found online in the 2014 February Bulletin. 

Bring your February seedlings-of-the-month 
from past years to Show and Tell.
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W 
ell folks, it is that time of year again.  Valentine’s Day is 
upon us.  You know, the holiday where everyone appears 
to think of chocolate, jewelry and roses.  All three are im-

ported from South America.  It just doesn’t seem fair!  Why give 
these products as gifts?  Isn’t there something else that is indigenous 
to the Americas that you can give to the one that you love?  Well, the 
bromeliad leaps into my mind.  They are far cheaper than jewelry, 
more beautiful and longer lasting than roses, and more tasty then 
chocolate.  Well, in the immortal words of Meat Loaf, “Two out of 
three ain’t bad.” 

But in all seriousness, don’t bromeliads make great gifts?  Look at 
the lovely plants we received at the last Christmas party.  They 
should last for months on your coffee table with very little attention.  
Bromeliads are beautiful, long lasting, colorful, and easy to care for.  

Perhaps we could hire a lobbyist and work on getting the bromeliad made America’s official Valentine’s Day 
gift plant.  But that’s enough talking about my pipe dreams.  It’s time to move on to more important stuff. 

Has everyone renewed their memberships?  I tend to forget until I get a reminder from someone about my 
nonpayment.  If you haven’t yet renewed, contact:  Allyn Pearlman (deliboys@comcast.net) for information 
concerning the Bromeliad Society/Houston, Inc, Annette Dominguez (annette.dominguez@att.net) for infor-
mation concerning membership for the Bromeliad Society International, and Carole Richtmyer 
(planobrom@aol.com) for information on The Cryptanthus Society. 

Spring is coming.  Watch out for weeds and pests in your collection.  Cold weather tends to slow both down.  
As the weather warms, they, as well as your plants start to become more active and need more of your atten-
tion.  You should start to pull back the frost cloth on those sunny days and do a little bit of weeding and in-
specting.  Don’t forget to re-cover your plants if cold temperatures are predicted.   

I visited Jimmy and Joanne Woolsey at their nursery last week.  I noticed that they had many of their plants 
outside on benches covered with frost cloth.  Granted, Santa Fe is much further south than most of us, but we 
could put frost cloth to good use at our homes.  If you have not visited Jimbo’s Nursery I think you should.  
Jimbo’s is the source of the seedlings that we give away at our monthly meetings.  They have a wide variety 
of bromeliads for sale at reasonable prices. 

Speaking of meetings, I enjoyed Rick Richtmyer’s presentation last month on ter restr ial bromeliads.  
Thanks Rick for repeating the presentation that was cut short last year because of a time mix up at the 
Moody Park location.   This month’s speaker, Mr. Odean Head was involved in the same type of situation 
and has graciously consented to also repeat his program.  His subject is World Bromeliad Conferences in past 
years.  Very timely, as the next WBC will be taking place here in Houston in just a few short months. 

 I am looking forward to the February meeting at the Multi-Service Center on West Gray.  We will again be 
meeting in room #3 at 7:30. 

Hoping to see you at the meeting. 
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Bromeliads and Bar-B-Que — Texas Style 

This is a heads-up to all 2016 WBC attendees that on Wednesday June 15, you’re invited for 
an afternoon of bromeliads and BBQ at Jimbo’s Nursery in Sante Fe , Texas (owned by Jim-
my and Joanne Woolsey), to jump-start Houston’s World Conference.  More information 
will be included in the next bulletin, or can be found at the BSI website under the WBC link.  
This is an optional tour at a cost of $65 per person.   

mailto:deliboys@comcast.net
mailto:annette.dominguez@att.net
mailto:planobrome@aol.com
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Here’s an update to the upcoming 2016 World Bromeliad Conference in Houston, Texas in just a few 
months: 

As we read this, our Webmaster, Eric Gouda, is busy working on a pull down menu on the front page of 
the BSI website, under the 'WBC 2016' tag. This will give you the most up to date information about the 
Conference. You can order your ads for the Conference Program, obtain Plant Vendor Information, make 
reservations for the 'not to be missed' Bar-B-Que event, check out our esteemed speakers, and even donate 
to the financial success of the 22nd World Bromeliad Conference.  

But most importantly, REGISTER for the Conference NOW to get the best available deal before the event! 
(Thank you to those who have already registered!) After February 29th the registration fee goes up! While 
you are at it, make your hotel reservations. 

Come Join Us for 'Bromeliads - Texas Style'.  Guaranteed it will be fun, educational, and enjoyable -- with 
lots of bromeliads! 

Steven Reynolds 
2016 WBC Chairperson 

Please find all information and forms on the website: http://bsi.org in the main menu WBC 2016 

Another really good reason to attend WBC 2016 is the list of distinquished speakers.  They 
are: 

 Gregory Brown – Department of Botany - University of Wyoming.  Topic: To be announced (TBA)

 Thomas Givnish – The Henry Allan Gleason Professor of Botany - University of Wisconsin-Madison.
Topic: “100 Million Years of Bromeliad Evolution”

 Eric Gouda & Renate Gouda – Utrecht University, Utrecht, Netherlands. Topic: “Collecting Bromeliads
in the Andes”; (Eric to serve as panelist on Website Update)

 Alan Herndon - BSI Journal Editor, Miami FL with Eric Gouda - BSI Webmaster, Utrecht Netherlands.
Topic: Panel Discussion: “Update on BSI Journal and BSI Website”

 Bruce Holst – Director of Botany, Marie Selby Botanical Gardens, Sarasota, FL.  Topic: TBA

 Pamela Koide Hyatt – Bird Rock Tropicals, Encinitas CA.  Topic: “Thirty Years of Hybridizing Tilland-
sias – What I’ve Learned”

 Elton Leme – Attorney; Botanic Conservationist - Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.  Topic: “The Cryptanthoid
Complex – Cryptanthus, Orthophytum, and Lapanthus”; Banquet Keynote Address: “Conservation of Bro-
meliads in Brazil”

 Jose Manzanares – Author, scholar, researcher, explorer and lecturer - Quito, Ecuador.  Topic: TBA

 Annette Dominguez – BSI Membership Secretary, Austin, TX, with Rick Ryals, BSI Director , South
Daytona Beach, FL.  Topic: “Growing BSI Membership - Challenges and Successes - A Round Ta-
ble Discussion”

http://bsi.org/new/
http://bsi.org/new/
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Rick Richtmyer shares some advice about preparing plants to show... 
 

W 
hy am I writing to advise you to begin thinking about plant entries at our 
WBC Show in June when it is in the 30’s and 40’s at night? Well, by plan-
ning ahead now it will make your job much easier when you are scram-

bling around 2 weeks before the show and wondering “What am I going to do now?” 
 

Start by making a list of potential plants you think could be show quality by June. 
Put this list on the refrigerator and refer to it frequently and add to it when the Neore-
gelias begin to color up when the sun is brighter and the days are warmer and longer. 
Use your list to decide where these plants should be placed now to give them the best 
light for their growing conditions and be prepared to move them as it gets warmer 
and the sun changes location in the sky.  When do you need to start foliar feeding the 
tillandsias on a regular schedule, gently fertilize your Cryptanthus and other terrestri-
als? By fertilizing your Tillandsias their blooms will be much bigger and more color-
ful. Keep in mind that most Billbergias, Aechmeas and Neoregelias may not respond 
well to fertilizing as their leaves can get long and strappy and lose their beautiful col-
or. 
 

As it warms up a bit by the end of February or early March, think of repotting to a 
new and clean pot which is the proper size for the show. This will save a lot of time and shock to your plants 
later on by giving them 4 or 5 months to get acclimated to the new mix and pot size. Try to outguess Mother 
Nature as to which plants might be in bloom at show time and include them in your list of plants to treat with 
extra care. 
 

Those who have never entered a plant in a show or never have won a blue ribbon will be able to enter as a nov-
ice and not have to compete against the regular show entries. 

  
In addition to entering plants in the show you might consider entering original art (oils, water-
color, pen and ink, wood carving, stained glass, etc.), photographs, decorative containers, fanta-
sy gardens, artistic displays or mini-artistic displays in 6” cubes. This is a great place to display 
your creativity. 
 

I encourage all our members to enter the show and demonstrate how Houston can take pride in 
putting  on the best World Conference Show of any society. Together we can do it and you will 
have a lot of fun being an integral part of the show. 

                                                                                            Rick 

ATTENTION!  

 
If you are interested in becoming a BSI Judge, now is the time.  School III covering subfamily Bromelioideae 
genera Acanthostachys through Hohenbergia will be taught on Tuesday, June 14 from 8:00 a.m. til 5:00 p.m. 
in conjunction with WBC 2016.  The remainder of the schools are scheduled to be taught in Houston.  By the 
end of 2018, you can be a BSI Internationally Accredited Judge.  If you are interested, contact the Judges Cer-
tification Committee Chairperson, Betty Ann Prevatt, at bprevattpcc@aol.com and ask for the School III mate-
rials. 
 
We need your help!  This will be a small judging class and plants will probably be scarce.  If you can help by 
bringing groomed red ribbon plants (enter your blues in the show) to the hotel on Tuesday morning, please do 
so.  Traffic too much of a hassle?  Contact Shawn Crofford, Aaron Davilla, John Edmonson, or  John 
Schmidt and offer  them the loan of your  plant(s).  
  
As many of us know, having plants to work with is one of the most important aspects of learning to be a bro-
meliad judge.  The students and instructors will appreciate your assistance and encouragement. 
 
Thanks,  

Charlien 
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Meet our February Speaker:  

Odean Head 
 

Odean Head is a familiar  name to BS/H members, as he has  been an 
active member for 40 years. 

He joined BS/H in 1974 together with his wife, Betty, who also was an 
ardent fan of bromeliads.  Odean has served as President, Vice President, 
Treasurer and Director.  He served as Co-Chairman of the BSI World 
Conference in 1998 when the Bromeliad Society/Houston hosted the 
event.  Odean also served as a Director and President of the BSI.  For his 
many years of service, the BS/H Board of Directors voted to present 
Odean with the first Outstanding Lifetime Achievement Award in 2014. 

Throughout the years, Odean accumulated and maintained an outstanding 
collection of bromeliads which he has always been willing to show and 
share.  Because of his special love for Neoregelias, he has created many 
Neo hybrids and registered 46 of them.  

Odean has been a BSI Accredited Master Judge for many years.  Judging 
bromeliad shows is a natural for him, as it is a wonderful way to meet new people and see how bromeliads 
are grown all over the country. Our society was fortunate to have published Odean’s informative ‘Cultural 
Tips’ articles in our bulletin for many years.  He has also had articles published in the BSI Journal and bulle-
tins of other societies throughout the world. 

Another of Odean’s major contributions is the programs he has presented to BS/H, other bromeliad societies, 
plant groups and garden clubs.  These programs have resulted in the recruitment of many new members to 
BS/H.  

Blooming now in the Richtmyer’s greenhouse is (clockwise from upper 
left):  Guzmania sanguinea, Tillandsia tenuifolia, Tillandsia sprengeliana, 
Tillandsia vernicosa and an Aechmea recurvata hybrid created by Harvey 
Kendall many years ago that he called “Candelaria Kendall” but never 
registered. 
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Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society 
www.tgcfernsoc.org 

Regular meeting third Sunday of month 
at 2:00 PM 

Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center 
2020 Hermann Drive 

Next meeting will be February 21,  2016 

The Houston Orchid Society, Inc. 
www.houstonorchidsociety.org 

Regular meeting first Thursday of month  
at 7:30 PM 

First Christian Church 
1601 Sunset Blvd 

Next meeting will be March 3, 2016 

 Meeting 
Refreshments 

  

First chance in 
2016 for the A-Ms 
to step up and 
bring some special 
refreshments to 
the February 
meeting.  We know 

the food will be great, as always, and coffee 
and punch will be furnished by the club. 

Jimbo’s Nursery 
 

15019  8th St., Santa Fe,TX 77517, 409-925-6933 
 

www.Jimbosnurserytx.com; email: Jimbos3@earthlink.net 
 
We have a large selection of Aechmea, Billbergia, Cryptanthus, Dyckia, Neore-

gelia, and Tillandsia. Please compare our prices and our quality. 

 

Thanks to the donors to the January raffle table:  Da-
vid and Linda Whipkey, Jimmy and Joanne 
Woolsey, Malcolm McCorquodale and Ruby H. 
Adams. 
 

And the lucky winners were: Vickey Gurka, Billie 
Emanuel, Betty Garrison, Steve Reynolds and 
Kathy Stahl. 
 

The raffle brought in $38. 

 

      February 
     Birthdays 

 
 Inez Barres 2/06 
 Vickey Gurka 2/18 
 Tanya Voinche 2/22 
 Richard Beaubouef 2/23 
 Kenneth Gardner 2/28 
 Fred Rinebold     2/29 

Welcome to our New Member: 
 

 David Garver 
 1563 Sue Barnett, Houston, TX  77018 
 713-252-0300 

Member News: 
 

 A couple of weekends ago, the Galveston news-
paper printed an article about how Phil Speer 
grows Bromeliads.  It appeared in the magazine 
"Coast Monthly" which is included in the Sun-
day paper once a month. Phil stressed how easy 
many Bromeliads are to grow by just following 
a few rules. He even gave the interviewer a Neo 
and told her what she needed to do to make it 
grow. If you would like to read the article, fol-
low the path: www.coastmonthly.com, then 
click on “Home & Garden”, then click on 
“Beautiful Backyards”, then click on the words, 
“Just try and kill this”, and the article will ap-
pear.  

 

 Ray Johnson is at home recover ing from sur-
gery on his carotid artery in January.  Best wish-
es for his continued recovery! 

http://www.tgcfernsoc.org
mailto:Jimbos3@earthlink.net


BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC. 

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston 
 
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely pub-
lic charity and strictly educational purposes.  Specific 
goals of the Society shall be to: 
 

Increase knowledge of bromeliads through inter-
change and dissemination of information. 
 
Use such funds as are available for the purpose 
of research and/or equipment in institutions of 
higher learning within the State of Texas. 
 
 There are two classes of membership: 

 
 Individual   $20.00 per year 
 Family    $30.00 per year 

 
 All memberships begin with January of the current year. 

 
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org 
for more information. 
______________________________________________ 
 
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or e-
mailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly 
meetings.  Articles and any other information pertinent to 
bromeliads are solicited.  Articles may be reprinted with 
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication. 
 
A Yearbook is published annually based on the member-
ship roll at the end of the regular February meeting of 
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc. 
 
Please address any correspondence regarding this publica-
tion to: 
 

 Carole Richtmyer 
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive 

Spring, TX  77388 
planobrom@aol.com 

AFFILIATED WITH THE 
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL 

MEMBER OF 
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD 

GUILD 

AFFILIATED WITH THE 
BROMELIAD SOCIETY 

INTERNATIONAL 

Officers and Chairmen 
President   David Whipkey  
   21503 Cypress-Rosehill Road 
   Tomball, TX  77377 
   281-255-6154 
   dawhip49@hotmail.com 
Vice President   Sam Chism 
Secretary   Charlien Rose 
Treasurer   Allyn Pearlman 
Past President      Gene Powers 

Board of Directors 
Term Expires 

12/31/16   12/31/17   12/21/18 
Don Green        Jan Garver  Ruby Adams 
Steve Reynolds          Rick Richtmyer John Schmidt
                            
I.     Standing Committees 
       1. Publicity Allyn Pearlman 
              Bulletin Editor Carole Richtmyer 
       2. Plant Sales Chairman     Allyn Pearlman 
 Members: Phil Speer, Lynn Friedman,  
      Ken Gardner 
       3. Programs Chairman Sam Chism 

Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:  
Gene Powers/David Whipkey 

II. Committees of the Board 
       1. Annual Show  None 
       2. Bromeliad Culture TBA 
 Members  Chris Nguyen 
       3. Holiday Party  Allyn Pearlman 
       4. Garden Tours  John Schmidt 
       5.    Historian  David Whipkey 
 Vice Chairman  Jimmy Woolsey 
       6. Hospitality Coordinator Verna Powers 
 Members:    Daryl Page 
       7. Librarian Ruby H. Adams 
       8. Membership Allyn Pearlman 
       9. Raffle Plants Cherie and Frank Lee, 
    Wray Page 
      10. Seedlings Provided by Jimmy Woolsey 
      11. Show & Tell John Schmidt assisted by 
   Wray Page, Gary Gallick,  Rick Richtmyer 
      12. Members’ and Visitors’ Registrar Ken Gardner, 
                      Noreen Tolman, Midge Gorman 
      13. Courtesy Midge Gorman 
      14. Webmaster Joy Reynolds 

Representatives 
Southwest Bromeliad Guild   Charlien Rose, Ray Johnson 
Bromeliad Society International Gene Powers 
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Carole Richtmyer 
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive 
Spring, TX  77388 

FIRST CLASS 


