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UPCOMING BROMELIAD SALES
 SPRING SALE will be held on Satur day, May 7th

at the West Gray Center. (1475 West Gray). Sale
hours are 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. PARKING IS LIMITED SO YOU WILL NEED TO DROP OFF
YOUR BROMELIADS AT THE BACK OF THE
CENTER AND THEN PARK ON THE STREET.

 WORLD BROMELIAD CONFERENCE SALE

will open to the public on Friday, June 17th from 9:00
a.m. – 5:00 p.m. and on Saturday, June 18th from 9:00
a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

 FALL SALE is scheduled for Satur day, Septem-

ber 24th at Mercer Arboretum & Botanic Garden.

MEETING DATE:

PROGRAM SPEAKER:

Chris Nguyen

PROGRAM TITLE:

“Dyckias 101”

Chris will talk about one of his favorite genera,
sharing growing and showing tips.
SEEDLING:

Billbergia ’Darth Vader’

Supplied by Jimmy Woolsey. Cultural requirements
are typical for many billbergias — give bright light
for best color and conformation. Picture courtesy of
the BSI Bromeliad Cultivar Registry.
MEETING AGENDA:








HERE COMES THE JUDGE

Tuesday, Mar ch 15, 7:30 p.m.

Greetings/Call to Order/Member Plant Sale
Show and Tell
Meeting
Break/Refreshments/Buy raffle tickets
Program
Raffle
Adjourn

APRIL PROGRAM:
NEXT BOARD MEETING:

Andy Siekennen
Thur s., 3/17 , 7:00 p.m.

DEADLINE FOR APRIL BULLETIN:

3/28/16

***Please note: There will be a member sale at this
meeting!





Do you want to learn more about bromeliads?
Figure out what the judges are looking for when they
choose the winning plants in shows?
Travel to other places (i.e., Florida, California and
Louisiana) to see how they grow and show bromeliads?

Then consider becoming a judge. A series of judging
schools will be offered starting this year on September 17
here in Houston. There is a series of six schools offered
over a period of 3 years; then after completing all the requirements, you will be a BSI certified bromeliad judge.
If you’re attending the 2016 World Conference, judging
school 3 will be offered on Tuesday, June 14, which will
be accepted as one of the six required schools.
See Charlien Rose or Rick Richtmyer for details.
______________________________________________

Bring your March seedlings-of-the-month from
past years to Show and Tell at our meeting.
For pictures of previous years seedlings, please look in
the March 2014 bulletin online at the BS/H website.
2015 — Neoregelia ‘Red Bird’
2014 — Billbergia ‘Cold Fusion’
2013 — Tillandsia bulbosa ‘Belize’
2012 — Billbergia ‘Casa Blanca’
2011 — Vriesea ‘Robin’
2010 —Tillandsia paleacea ‘Cancun’
2009 — Neoregelia ‘Fireball’
2008 —Vriesea fenestralis
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President’s Page

don’t think anyone could have ordered up better
weather than we have been enjoying here in Tomball. We had sunshine, blue skies and moderate temperatures. It has been wonderful. My only complaint is that
good weather tends to make me overly enthusiastic and my
over 60 body usually complains bitterly the next morning. All
things considered though, if that is all I have to complain
about, I guess I am one lucky man.

While you are busy working in the yard, consider setting
aside a few plants to take to the spring sale on May 7. It will
be held at the West Gray Multi-Service Center. I encourage
you to stop by. There is always a great selection of plants, good food, and first-class conversation. The parking situation will be in flux, so plan accordingly. There is parking in the rear of the
building and at the shopping center across the street.
If you have a few extra plants sitting around the house, consider taking them to meeting and
putting them on the raffle table at the March meeting. I have noticed that for the last several
months the pickings have been slim. The money raised by the raffle goes toward the cost of the
seedlings (lately mature plants) that are distributed at the end of every meeting. Sounds like a
good deal to me. Pay your dues, attend the meeting, buy a few raffle tickets and you are guaranteed a plant as well as any that you win in the raffle.
Thanks to all of you who paid your dues and rejoined for 2016. It promises to be an exciting
year. I enjoyed the trip down memory lane with Odean Head last month. I have many fond memories of the conferences that he spoke about. If you want to make some memories of your own,
plan on attending the World Bromeliad Conference in June. If you have never attended a World
Conference, you have no idea what you are missing.
This month Chris Nguyen will be talking about identifying and growing Dyckias. I am looking
forward to seeing you at the March meeting.

Bromeliad Society/Houston members are cordially invited to join the families of twin brothers Odean and Eldean Head to celebrate their 90th birthdays.
The celebration will take place on Saturday, March 19, 3-6 p.m. at Gethsemane United Methodist Church, 6856 Bellaire Blvd., Houston, Texas.
Your presence is the best gift! If you plan to attend, please RSVP to
d_lively@gmail.com.
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T

he following notice is being sent to BSI affiliates and participating commercial growers to offer them
the opportunity to create a display at the Houston WBC.

Keep in mind that Bromeliad Society/Houston will also be putting together a large display. We need
your help in constructing and transporting the display as well as collecting the appropriate plants for our
“Bromeliads, Texas Style” display.
See Odean Head or Joanne and Jimmy Woolsey to offer your assistance.

Prospective Exhibitors:
BSI‘s 2016 World Bromeliad Conference is hastily appr oaching. It will be an event of fascination and
enjoyment for lovers of one of nature’s most beautiful and enjoyable plant families.
Bromeliads will be showcased, exhibited and sold to hobbyist, commercial growers, researchers, explorers,
newcomers and those not yet aware of the beauty of the Bromeliad family. Of course, you know that the conference will be held Texas Style, in Houston, Texas, at the Westin Galleria, 5060 West Alabama, 77056,
June 13-19, 2016.
Exhibits/Displays to represent societies or to advertise growers/businesses are welcomed and needed.
The hotel has great foyer space. In planning your exhibit/display, please prepare to notify the Houston planning committee of your space needs. Wall space is a bit limited and we’d like to keep individual display areas
to approximately 4 ft. wide x 8 ft. long, as a maximum, but will consider larger displays if they can be accommodated. Electricity and running water cannot be provided by the hotel.
Displays will not be judged as part of the BSI Judged Show but will be considered for 3 prizes: Best Display,
Runner-Up and Honorable Mention.
We look forward to seeing the work of all of our fun-loving bromeliad friends and colleagues and the captivating creations you bring to display.

The deadline for notifying the Houston planning committee of your entry and space needs is April 16,
2016. Send entry information to Ruby Adams at: radams13@sbcglobal.net or Annette Dominguez at:
annette.dominguez@att.net
For the most updated information on the conference, please visit the BSI website’s new WBC-2016 tag at:
http://www.bsi.org/new/. We look forward to hearing from you soon!
Kind Regards,

Ruby Adams
Annette Dominguez
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Rick Richtmyer shares more advice about preparing
plants to show (continued)...

I

t is now March and therefore we should be well on our way with our planning for the Judged Show at WBC 2016 in June.

I know it is going to be difficult to create a list of prospective show entries
when I look around the greenhouse and see so many of my favorite plants coming
into bloom now. I saw three different fosterellas coming into bloom, dyckias have
been blooming since December starting with D. estevesii, and the hechtia clumps
with multiple bloom stalks and the colorful Deuterocohnia brevispicata flowers
are fabulous. Billbergia clumps are tremendously showy even if they last for just
a few days. Maybe you feel as I do, that there will be nothing left to enter in the
show.
But here comes Carole to the rescue. She reminds me that neoregelias, aechmeas,
tillandsias, and vrieseas, to name just a few, will be in all their beautiful and colorful glory by June (Editor: Did he really fail to mention Cryptanthus?). I need to
forget what has already happened and look forward with our planning. Let us find
the optimal light conditions for neoregelias and certain tillandsias to color up, be
sure the aechmeas do not burn up in the direct sun, and even be sure that some of the darker leaf color
aechmeas are kept in subdued light to maintain the richest dark leaf color.
We can now revise and update our lists on the refrigerator and prepare for the climate change from spring to
the brutal heat of summer. Just a week ago we took hundreds of plants out of the garage where they have been
in forced hibernation and are very green and dry. Our challenge will be to bring them back to life and contribute to the garden display and possibly even the show this June. If your plants have been in less light like ours,
do not subject them to direct sunlight for prolonged time periods right away. Gradually move them into brighter light conditions. Don’t tell Carole but I have already burned several winter garage residents,
Now that our plants are back to growing and pupping we need to maintain a consistent watering regime and
fertilize those that will benefit from a light application. It is very difficult for me to tell you what is best for
your plants as growing conditions will probably vary greatly in different parts of your backyard. They certainly
do in ours. We have areas of full sun, shady areas under wax myrtle trees, the lower shelf of a plant stand and
under shade cloth. The trick is determining the optimal growing conditions for each plant and adjusting their
location in the yard as the days get longer and hotter. If you’re not sure, ask at the meetings what growing conditions are best for your favorite plants. For instance, pitcairnias for the most part prefer shady moist areas as
do many cryptanthus. Carole grows most of her cryptanthus on the ground in pebble trays under several layers
of plants growing on poles, but others like some direct sun. Pitcairnia tabuliformis never gets any direct sunshine.
Rick

Meet our June Speaker:
Chris Nguyen
Chris was home grown and raised in New Orleans since 1982. Having to
care for his mother's extensive collection of bonsai cultivated a resentment
towards plants.
Fast forward to 2004, he stumbled upon bromeliads while breeding poison
dart frogs as the adults deposited their tadpoles within the center cups. He
quickly discovered very few bromeliads were suitable for long term culture
within terrariums due to size restraints and lighting requirements.
Not one to let open space go unused, his apartment patio was swiftly converted into a growing area much to the chagrin of managment. What began
as a collection of Neoregelia quickly evolved into other genera. Over the years Billbergia have become the
main focus along with other terrestrial genera such as Dyckia and Hechtia.
Chris will talk about one of his favorite genera, Dyckias, and give helpful hints on their culture.
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Blooming now in Frank and Cherie
Lee’s greenhouse are (top row left to
right) Acanthostachys strobilacea,
Bill. nutans miniata, Orthophytum
lemei; (2nd row left to right) Ae. disjuncta, various dyckias, Ae. capixabae (possible).
Blooming in David Whipkey’s greenhouse are (3rd row left) Aechmea
‘Gympie Gold’; (bottom row left to
right) Ananas ‘Ivory’, Orthophytum
‘Copper Penny’ and Till. ionantha.
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March
Birthdays

Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting third Sunday of month
at 2:00 PM
Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center
2020 Hermann Drive
Next meeting will be March 20, 2016

Bob Spivey
Annette Dominguez
Odean Head

3/12
3/18
3/22

Thanks to the donors to the February raffle table:
David and Linda Whipkey, Rick and Carole
Richtmyer and Chris Nguyen.
The Houston Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month
at 7:30 PM
First Christian Church
1601 Sunset Blvd
Next meeting will be April 7, 2016

And the lucky winners were: Vickey Gurka, Billie
Emanuel, Gordon Stowe, Don Green and Frank
Lee.
The raffle brought in $37.

Meeting
Refreshments
Time again for the NZs to step up and
bring refreshments
to
the
March
meeting.
A special
dessert
is
being
provided, so please
bring non-dessert items only. Coffee and
punch will be furnished by the club as usual.
Change of Address:
Gene and Verna Powers
5219 Colonial Park Lane, Katy, TX 77494-3063
Home Phone: 832-437-8686
Cell Phones and email addresses remain the same.


On the Mend:
Steve Reynolds spent five days in the hospital recently after undergoing a cardiac procedure.


Jimbo’s Nursery
15019 8th St., Santa Fe,TX 77517, 409-925-6933

www.Jimbosnurserytx.com; email: Jimbos3@earthlink.net
We have a large selection of Aechmea, Billbergia, Cryptanthus, Dyckia, Neoregelia, and Tillandsia. Please compare our prices and our quality.
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific
goals of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.
There are two classes of membership:
Individual
Family

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current year.
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
for more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or emailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly
meetings. Articles and any other information pertinent to
bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.

Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388
planobrom@aol.com

Officers and Chairmen
David Whipkey
21503 Cypress-Rosehill Road
Tomball, TX 77377
281-255-6154
dawhip49@hotmail.com
Vice President
Sam Chism
Secretary
Charlien Rose
Treasurer
Allyn Pearlman
Past President
Gene Powers
Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/16
12/31/17
12/21/18
Don Green
Jan Garver
Ruby Adams
Steve Reynolds
Rick Richtmyer
John Schmidt
President

I.

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor Carole Richtmyer
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
Members: Phil Speer, Lynn Friedman,
Ken Gardner
3. Programs Chairman
Sam Chism
Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
Gene Powers/David Whipkey
II.
Committees of the Board
1. Annual Show
None
2. Bromeliad Culture
TBA
Members
Chris Nguyen
3. Holiday Party
Allyn Pearlman
4. Garden Tours
John Schmidt
5. Historian
David Whipkey
Vice Chairman
Jimmy Woolsey
6. Hospitality Coordinator Verna Powers
Members:
Daryl Page
7. Librarian
Ruby H. Adams
8. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
9. Raffle Plants
Cherie and Frank Lee,
Wray Page
10. Seedlings
Provided by Jimmy Woolsey
11. Show & Tell
John Schmidt assisted by
Wray Page, Gary Gallick, Rick Richtmyer
12. Members’ and Visitors’ Registrar Ken Gardner,
Noreen Tolman, Midge Gorman
13. Courtesy
Midge Gorman
14. Webmaster
Joy Reynolds
Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild Charlien Rose, Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Gene Powers
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Bromeliad
Society
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388

FIRST CLASS

