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MEETING DATE:           Tuesday, April 19, 7:30 p.m. 
 

PROGRAM SPEAKER:   Andy Siekkinen 
 

PROGRAM TITLE:       “The Genus Hechtia”  
 

There are many interesting aspects to Hechtias worth tak-
ing a closer look at. Andy will give an overview of what 
is currently known about these plants, new discoveries, 
his research, plants in cultivation, and what is yet to be 
done.   Picture (above) of Hechta sphaeroblasta entered 
by Andy in the 2015 San Diego bromeliad show. 
 
NO SEEDLING THIS MONTH  (See page 2) 

 

MEETING AGENDA: 
 

 Greetings/Call to Order/Andy Siekkinen Plant 
Sale 

 Show and Tell 

 Meeting 

 Break/Refreshments/Buy raffle tickets 

 Program 

 Raffle 

 Adjourn 
 

MAY PROGRAM:                                    Paul T. Isley 
 

NEXT BOARD MEETING:    Thurs., 5/19 , 7:00 p.m. 
 

DEADLINE FOR MAY BULLETIN:                4/28/16 
 

***Please note:  There will not be a member sale at 
this meeting! 

Bring your April seedlings-of-the-month from past 
years to Show and Tell at our meeting.  For pictures 
of seedlings from previous years, please look in the 
April 2013 bulletin online at the BS/H website. 
 

April, 2015  Cryptanthus ‘Jimmy Antle’ (pictured 
above) 
April, 2014  Dyck ia ’Angelita’  
April, 2013  Neoregelia smithii 
April, 2012  Neoregelia ‘Sunset’ 
April, 2011  Neoregelia punctatissima var . rubra 
          (Listed in Bulletin as Neo. bahiana) 
April, 2010  Billbergia ‘Casa Blanca’ 
April, 2009  Cryptanthus marginatus 
April, 2008  Neoregelia ‘Tricolor Perfecta’ 
April, 2007  Vriesea hieroglyphica 

SPRING SALE MAY 7, 2016 
 

Time for our Spring Bromeliad Sale on  Saturday, May 
7th, 1475 West Gray at the Multi Service Center.  Park-
ing lot in front will be closed.  Parking in the rear is 
limited, please drop off your plants and move your ve-
hicle to a side street or park at the shopping center di-
rectly across from the center. 
 

The sale opens to the public at 9:00 a.m. but many 
show up around 8:00 a.m. for the best selection.  Sale 
ends at 3 p.m.   
 

I will be bringing the following:  wheat and white 
bread, mustard and mayo, bread and butter pickles, dill 
pickles, lettuce, tomatoes, ham, turkey, swiss and ched-
dar cheese.   
 

Please bring breakfast items, drinks, sides and anything 
else you want to contribute.  
 

Thanks Allyn 
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I 
 have been inflicted with a strange malady.  It hit me soon after I re-
turned from a trip to West Virginia.  I was fine while I was up 
north.  That is if you think that a sunny 70 degree Thursday followed 

by a Saturday evening with temperatures in the 20s and winds gusting to 50 
mph followed by 1 inch of snow is fine.  That I can stand.  It was reminiscent 
of the Texas weather I am used to. 
 

I returned to Houston and the very next morning it hit me, spring fever.  I 
usually get a mild case in March or April, but this was different.  It hit me 
hard.  There was lawn to fertilize, grass to mow, weeds to pull, mulch to 
spread, pups to pull and pot, a greenhouse to clean up, plants to move, and 
many more tasks.  What did I want to do?  Grab a cold beverage, sit on a 

bench under an old live oak tree, and enjoy the out-of-this-world weather.  I wanted to do anything except 
work.  I know that in time this will pass, but until then it is hard to accomplish much.  Hopefully you have 
avoided this rather benign state of mind. 
 

The first thing I need to do is get this article finished and off to the editor.  There are several things that I 
need to tell you.  First the bad news.  There will not be a June meeting this year.  I know, many of us look 
forward to our annual ABC meeting.  The problem is that everyone is just too busy working on the World 
Conference. Now the good news.  We are going to have a party! 
 

Saturday June 25th we are going to kick back and relax.  WBC 2016 will be over and everyone can slow 
down and things should start returning to normal.  Or at least as normal as some of us can be.  The party will 
be held at the home of Nita Ankenbruck.  If you have never been to her Pearland home, you have a treat in 
store for you.  More details will follow, but mark the date on your calendar. Reservations are required; you 
can make your reservation now by contacting Allyn Pearlman. 
 

Many thanks to Chris Nguyen for his informative program on Dyckias.  I think more people are beginning to 
appreciate the stickier members of the bromeliad tribe. This month I am looking forward to hearing Andy 
Siekkinen’s presentation on Hechtias.  If there was ever a genus that needed organized, it is Hechtias.  I have 
no idea how many plants I have seen in people’s collections labeled “unknown Hechtia”, “has an affinity to 
Hechtia texensis”, or “collected in Mexico, probably a Hechtia.”  More power to you Andy.  I am glad some-
one is working on the problem. 
 

More good news.  Wasn’t that a great seedling last month?  Billbergia “Darth Vader” is a fantastic 
plant.  Now the bad news.  We can’t afford to give out plants like that every month.  So... there will not be a 
seedling in April.  Seedlings have been a problem for quite some time.  If the seedling is unusual or rare, we 
usually can’t afford it.  If we can afford it, many members usually have it.  In March every seedling was dis-
tributed.  However in January, I took home many O. ‘Copper Penny’ seedlings.  Not because they were not 
of good quality, but because most of us were already growing it.  The purpose of distributing seedlings has 
been to introduce growers in the Houston area to plants that were not commonly found in collections in our 
area.  After much discussion the board of directors decided to change the seedling policy. We are going to try 
something different.  For at least the next year there will not be a seedling every month.  We are going to try 
and have them at meetings in the odd numbered months.  We are working with Jimmy Woolsey to find new 
and exciting plants.  Some of them will be tissue cultured plants that have been potted and grown for 3 or 4 
months before they are distributed.  When we have tissue cultured plants, everyone will receive a plant, not 
just one per family membership.  Some months we will hand out cuttings that will need to be potted by the 
new owner.  These months it will be the old one per family.  Some months we will try and find a rare (by that 
I mean expensive) plant to feature, and again they will be one per family.  After a few months, let us know 
how you feel about the new policy.  Hopefully it will be a pleasant learning experience for all concerned.  
 

One last thing.  We are considering a road trip to Iowa in the fall.  No, not the state, the city in Louisi-
ana.  Margo Racca, one of our  more eastern members, has invited us to view her  collection.  We would 
like to take a (party?) bus, and make a day of it.  The trip would be sometime in October.  Expect more infor-
mation as things start to jell. 
 

Hoping to see all of you at the meeting in April. 
2 
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The Conference is quickly approaching, only two months away.  First, I hope everyone is keeping their little 
collection of show plants at the forefront, giving them special care.   If anyone who has registered has plants 
they would like to sell in the plant sale at the Conference, contact Jimmy and Joanne Woolsey, they will assign 
you a sales number, and you will be all set.   
 

Thanks to everyone who has volunteered to work at the Conference.  We really appreciate everyone’s help.  If 
anyone else would like to help, we still have plenty of volunteer spots available.  Please call Cherie Lee (832-
566-5786) or Vickey Gurka (713-896-9254) or contact them at the meeting to view the sign up sheets.   All 
volunteers can buy a commemorative T-shirt or polo shirt.  You must pay Vickey Gurka by May 15th, so we 
can place the order.   T-shirts are $15 and polos are $30.    
 

The Conference is really going to be exciting.  It looks as if we will have another wonderful plant show in 
Houston.  Major plant vendors from California to Florida will be here with all the latest and greatest.  Our op-
tional tours and home tours are going to be outstanding.  Our speakers and their topics cannot be beat any-
where.   Unique speakers and topics will contribute to a wonderfully entertaining and educational time.  You 
can check out the topics and discussion at bsi.org under the pull-down link, WBC2016.  
 

Lastly, there is a major change in the schedule everyone should be aware of.   Due to a conflict with the hotel, 
we will not have use of the show and sale space on Sunday morning, June 19th, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
as previously thought.   Therefore, we will close the show and sale at 4:00 p.m. on Saturday.  That will give 
everyone three hours to pack all sales and show plants up and be done in time for happy hour and the banquet.  
Rooms will be available for storage till Sunday at noon.  Although this is not the ideal situation, I think every-
thing will work out fine.   The Conference schedule is pretty much free Saturday afternoon, except for two 
small meetings.  Saturday afternoon will be free for everyone to visit the show space and see and photograph 
all of the wonderful bromeliads, and to buy those last few plants at the plant sale you cannot resist. 
 

So, make your plans to attend and have a wonderful time.  Let’s make Houston proud! 

Steve Reynolds, Chairman 

WBC 2016 Judged Show 
 

I plan to have entry sheets, entry tags and hopefully show schedules available at the April meeting.  If you did 
not use the entry tags and/or entry sheet you received for use at SWBG 2015, please plan to use them for WBC 
2016 and pick up any extras you may need at the April meeting. 
 
When you receive a copy of the WBC 2016 Show Schedule, please read it completely at least once.  We made 
many changes and added Divisions/Sections that have not been included in any of the BS/HI or SWBG Show 
Schedules, such as a Miniature Artistic Arrangement Section.  Entries in the Art, Hobbyist Exhibitors and the 
Fantasy Gardens and Landscapes Divisions are each eligible for a Host Affiliate Best of Division Award when 
there is a minimum of five entries per Division and best of all, these entries do not count as part of the exhibi-
tor's limit of 20 entries. 
 
For those of you who expressed an interest, WBC 2016 provides an opportunity to exhibit "Collections Of 
Bromeliads" (Division XII - Section B), create a Fantasy Garden (Division XI) and/or show your artistic tal-
ents (Division XIV) and still have the full 20 entries for Hobbyist Sweepstakes competition. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Meet our April Speaker: 

Andy Siekkinen 

 
Hechtias are plants that are often floating around in 
collections, but all too often without a name! It is a 
group of plants that is so close but so poorly studied. 
But in the past 8 years the genus has grown by ~50% 
with the addition of more than 25 new species.  With 
the more than 15 species that Andy is working on, 
there will continue to be a lot of new species in the 
genus for the foreseeable future.  
 
Andy was trained as a nanoparticle chemist, but his 
interest in the bromeliad hobby turned more serious 
during the recession.  Somehow the spiny Hechtias of 
Mexico were both more interesting and more friendly than the corporate high tech world! 
 
Based out of San Diego, California, he has been searching for Hechtias and Tillandsias in Mexico for over 6 
years.  It has become such a serious problem that he is now not only working on the taxonomy of the plants, 
but also doing genetic research using the newest techniques that are opening a whole new world of possibili-
ties. 
 
He is currently working on describing over a dozen new species of Hechtia as well as a couple of Pitcairnias 
and several Tillandsias.  Even while jumping head first into the botanical research Andy still loves cultivating 
the plants.  While working on introducing many new Hechtias into cultivation he is also actively hybridizing to 
push the horticultural potential of these great drought-adapted plants. 
 
Andy also has started a tour company, Eagle Eye Adventures, where he leads small groups on 'botanically 
themed vacations' through to full-on plant adventures in Mexico and soon to Cuba...and no, that usually doesn't 
include camping or 3 day long hikes (although, those can be arranged!).  
 
Andy’s program will focus on Hechtias.  He has published an article, “The Mystery of Hechtia argentea,” in 
the 2015 BSI Journal, Part I in Vol. 65 (I), and Part II in Vol. 65 (2). 

(“2016 WBC Judged Show” article continued from page 3) 
 

Attention Commercial Exhibitors!  The Commercial Division requires a minimum of 24 entr ies before 
the BSI plaque and Medallions can be awarded.  Please enter the Commercial Division and encourage the oth-
er vendors to do the same so you will have an opportunity to win the Mulford B. Foster Best Of Show plaque 
(Commercial), the gold Medallion and the seven silver Medallions. 
 
If you are registered for WBC 2016, please enter the show.  Do not think that your entry or entries are not 
needed.  Believe me, they are.  I am really worried that our showroom is going to be sparsely populated. 
 
Change of subject:  If you have not volunteered to help at WBC 2016, please do so now.  This World Confer-
ence is a week at the hotel plus many months of planning and preparation which are still in progress.  We 
need people to register, but if that is not feasible for you, please at least volunteer to help.  A fun thing to do 
would be to go to the hotel, help us with the conference for a few hours and then go to the Galleria and shop 
till you drop, but do not completely destroy your budget because on Friday and Saturday mornings you are 
going to help us at the conference for a while, visit the showroom, go to the sales room and wipe out the re-
mainder of your budget. 
 
Please remember to ask me for your show entry supplies.   
 

Thanks,     Charlien 
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Tools needed:  
Flat end surgical hemostat (pulls out large leaves and de-
bris)  
Long needle nose hemostat (pulls out small leaves deep in 
the plant)  
Long tweezers (pulls out material deep in the plant)  
Artist brushes with long handles (various sizes, for finer 
cleanup)  
Scissors and Exacto knife (for trimming leaves)  
Pair of old calf-length cotton sports socks (poke holes in 
toes, wear like gloves to protect your arms from prickles)  
Bar of Ivory soap (to clean leaf surfaces)  
Safer's soap (to remove scale)  
Spray bottle (for pineapple/citrus juice or club soda) 
 
Cleaning: 
Remove trapped large leaves and debris by hand. Use a 
hose with a nozzle that will give a good spray without too 
much pressure to wash out remaining dirt and debris. After 
the first wash, examine the deep parts of the plant for 
missed debris. Use hemostats to remove this material. Be 
careful not to dig around too harshly so you don't break or 
tear a leaf. Loosen stubborn dirt at the base of leaves with 
artist brushes. Wear gloves to avoid scratches.  
 
Rinse the plant again to remove loosened material. Clean 
the surfaces of leaves individually. Cleaning intensity will 
depend on the delicacy of the leaves and amount of scurf. 
If scurf is present, be careful not to remove any of it be-
cause it will not regenerate, and the bare patches will be 
obvious to the judges. Suds each leaf with soap solution 
and a heavy artist's brush. If leaves aren't prickly, pull each 
leaf through your bare fingers to loosen any stubborn sur-
face dirt. This should also remove any dead scale that 
might be attached to the leaf. If the scale doesn't rub off 
quickly, apply Safer's soap. Scale is a big no-no for a show 
plant. Rinse the plant with clean water using the hose and 
gentle spray.  
 
Set the plant aside to dry and process the next one.  You 
can’t really tell whether some plants are really clean or not 
until they are dry. You may have to go back and touch up 
missed spots and rinse again. Be sure to get all the soap 
out.  
 
If you have salt deposits, sometimes another soaping of the 
salted area will do the job.  Let the soap stay on for a little 
while and work on another plant.  Then rub the salted area 
lightly being very careful not to damage the leaf.  Pineap-
ple juice or any citrus juice can be sprayed on leaves to 
remove salt deposits.  Just be sure to rinse the juice off 
well or it may leave a sticky, shiny film on the plant and 
the judges will penalize.  Try club soda.  Some gardeners 
say it does not leave a film on leaves. 

 
Some procedures may have to be repeated.  It is almost 
impossible to completely remove the residue from some 
darker leaved plants but you can take a chance and enter 
them if only faint traces are visible. 
 
Repotting: 
It is usually easier to repot a plant than to clean the pot.  
This is a good time to select a pot size in proper proportion 
to the plant.  A larger pot makes it easier to center the plant 
and cover any exposed caudex caused by leaf removal.  
Don’t pot the plant too deeply unless you are trying to hide 
a flaw, because that is what the judges will assume.  Be 
aware of the show rules about what constitutes a 
“standard” pot.  A pretty or unusual pot should be entered 
in the Artistic, Decorative Container division. 
 
Trimming: 
Leaf damage is a common problem but judges will certain-
ly notice where you have trimmed. But if you have done a 
good job they may not take off points unless they observe 
too many trims. Before you cut, analyze the effect the cut 
will have on the plant's overall appearance. Cutting a leaf 
too far back could change the natural shape of the leaf and 
the plant's conformation. Trimming a plant with a brown/
damaged fingernail tip is tricky. You may decide not to 
trim at all if it will do more harm than good. Cutting leaf 
edges very close to the base can be done where there are 
no spines, but try to keep a smooth leaf edge. Judges can 
usually see your dilemma and be lenient if there is little 
else wrong with the plant.  
 
Final evaluation before show entry:  
View the plant from all sides and from the top. Straighten 
the plant if needed and firm the soil around it. Be sure the 
mix on top of the soil is neat. You can use a special top 
dressing, but this is optional. Neat appearance counts.  
 
Ask:  Does the plant appear healthy and properly grown?  
Does its foliage have the appropriate sheen and/or scurf ? 
Are the colors rich? Are the markings clear? Is the sym-
metry appealing and appropriate? Is the size close to ma-
turity? Is the leaf damage inconspicuous? Does the plant 
need more grooming?  
 
Don't be overly critical. Fix what you can, but remember 
that there are very few, if any, perfect plants.  
 
Transporting plants:  
Take extra time packing your plants to be sure they don't 
damage each other or topple over in transit.  Take your 
tools and extra potting mix with you just in case there's a 
mishap along the way. 

Preparing Bromeliads for Show 

 

This article comes to us courtesy of the BSI and the BromeliAdvisory, newsletter of the Bromeliad Socie-
ty of South Florida, January 2014 issue.  Just a reminder of what we should be doing to prepare to show 
our plants at WBC 2016. 
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Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society 
www.tgcfernsoc.org 

Regular meeting third Sunday of month 
at 2:00 PM 

Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center 
2020 Hermann Drive 

Next meeting will be May 15,  2016 

The Houston Orchid Society, Inc. 
www.houstonorchidsociety.org 

Regular meeting first Thursday of month  
at 7:30 PM 

First Christian Church 
1601 Sunset Blvd 

Next meeting will be May 5, 2016 

Jimbo’s 
Nursery 
 

15019  8th St., Santa Fe,TX 77517, 409-925-6933 
 

www.Jimbosnurserytx.com; email: Jimbos3@earthlink.net 
 
We have a large selection of Aechmea, Billbergia, Cryptanthus, Dyckia, Neore-

gelia, and Tillandsia. Please compare our prices and our quality. 

 

Thanks to the donors to the March raffle table:  Rick 
and Carole Richtmyer, Jimmy and Joanne Wool-
sey, John Schmidt, Sam Chism and David and 
Linda Whipkey. 
 

And the lucky winners were: Vickey Gurka, Billie 
Emanuel, Don Green, Midge Gorman, Audrey 
VanWright, Ken Schneider, Lee Rowell, Betty 
Garrison and Rick Richtmyer. 
 

The raffle brought in $79.45. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome to our newest member: 

  Mary Alice Parmet (See above picture) 
 4618 Evergreen St., Bellaire, TX  77401 
 713-666-3456 (home) 

maparmet@gmail.com 
 

Sharing our knowledge with the community: 

 David Whipkey presented a program to the 
Forest Cove Garden Club on February 11.  

 

 Gene Powers will be presenting " What in the 
Word Are Bromeliads" to the Meadows Home 
and Garden Club at the Meadows Place Commu-
nity Center on Tuesday evening, April12 . 

April 
 Birthdays 

 
 Lucy Melara  4/02 
 Verna Powers  4/17 
 Larry Friedman  4/23 
 Faye Stansberry  4/23 
 Lee Rowell  4/26 
 Jan Liang  4/29 
 Gene Powers  4/30 

 Meeting Re-
freshments 

  
Time again for the 
A-Ms to step up and 
bring refreshments 
to the April meeting.  
We have a special 

guest speaker this month, so it’s important to 
have lots of good things on our refreshment 
table!  If you have never brought refresh-
ments or if it’s been a while, it’s time to chip 
in and bring something.  If you don’t cook, you 
can buy something simple, such as cookies or 
chips, at your local grocery store to bring.  
Coffee and punch will be furnished by the 
club as usual. 

http://www.tgcfernsoc.org
mailto:Jimbos3@earthlink.net


BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC. 

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston 
 
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely pub-
lic charity and strictly educational purposes.  Specific 
goals of the Society shall be to: 
 

Increase knowledge of bromeliads through inter-
change and dissemination of information. 
 
Use such funds as are available for the purpose 
of research and/or equipment in institutions of 
higher learning within the State of Texas. 
 
 There are two classes of membership: 

 
 Individual   $20.00 per year 
 Family    $30.00 per year 

 
 All memberships begin with January of the current year. 

 
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org 
for more information. 
______________________________________________ 
 
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or e-
mailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly 
meetings.  Articles and any other information pertinent to 
bromeliads are solicited.  Articles may be reprinted with 
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication. 
 
A Yearbook is published annually based on the member-
ship roll at the end of the regular February meeting of 
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc. 
 
Please address any correspondence regarding this publica-
tion to: 
 

 Carole Richtmyer 
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive 

Spring, TX  77388 
planobrom@aol.com 

AFFILIATED WITH THE 
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL 

MEMBER OF 
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD 

GUILD 

AFFILIATED WITH THE 
BROMELIAD SOCIETY 

INTERNATIONAL 

Officers and Chairmen 
President   David Whipkey  
   21503 Cypress-Rosehill Road 
   Tomball, TX  77377 
   281-255-6154 
   dawhip49@hotmail.com 
Vice President   Sam Chism 
Secretary   Charlien Rose 
Treasurer   Allyn Pearlman 
Past President      Gene Powers 

Board of Directors 
Term Expires 

12/31/16   12/31/17   12/21/18 
Don Green        Jan Garver  Ruby Adams 
Steve Reynolds          Rick Richtmyer John Schmidt
                            
I.     Standing Committees 
       1. Publicity Allyn Pearlman 
              Bulletin Editor Carole Richtmyer 
       2. Plant Sales Chairman     Allyn Pearlman 
 Members: Phil Speer, Lynn Friedman,  
      Ken Gardner 
       3. Programs Chairman Sam Chism 

Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:  
Gene Powers/David Whipkey 

II. Committees of the Board 
       1. Annual Show  None 
       2. Bromeliad Culture TBA 
 Members  Chris Nguyen 
       3. Holiday Party  Allyn Pearlman 
       4. Garden Tours  John Schmidt 
       5.    Historian  David Whipkey 
 Vice Chairman  Jimmy Woolsey 
       6. Hospitality Coordinator Verna Powers 
 Members:    Daryl Page 
       7. Librarian Ruby H. Adams 
       8. Membership Allyn Pearlman 
       9. Raffle Plants Cherie and Frank Lee, 
    Wray Page 
      10. Seedlings Provided by Jimmy Woolsey 
      11. Show & Tell John Schmidt assisted by 
   Wray Page, Gary Gallick,  Rick Richtmyer 
      12. Members’ and Visitors’ Registrar Ken Gardner, 
                      Noreen Tolman, Midge Gorman 
      13. Courtesy Midge Gorman 
      14. Webmaster Joy Reynolds 

Representatives 
Southwest Bromeliad Guild   Charlien Rose, Ray Johnson 
Bromeliad Society International Gene Powers 
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Carole Richtmyer 
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive 
Spring, TX  77388 

FIRST CLASS 


