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BSI World Bromeliad
Conference 2016:
Congratulations to
the Show Winners

MEETING DATE:

Tuesday, J uly 19, 7:30 p.m.

PROGRAM SPEAKER:
PROGRAM TITLE:

Andy Siekkinen
“The Genus Hechtia”

There are many interesting aspects to Hechtias worth taking a closer look at. Andy will give an overview of what is
currently known about these plants, new discoveries, his
research, plants in cultivation, and what is yet to be done.
SEEDLING:

Alcanterea ‘Julietta’

Provided by Jimmy Woolsey. A new hybrid from
David Fell of Hawaiian Sunshine Nursery. Intense frosted plum coloring and fast grower. Voted Tropical Plant Exhibition's Favorite New Foliage Plants for 2013. Picture courtesy of Oglesby
website.
MEETING AGENDA:
 Greetings/Call to Order/Andy Siekkinen Plant







Sale
Show and Tell
Meeting
Break/Refreshments/Buy raffle tickets/Plants
Program
Raffle
Adjourn

AUGUST PROGRAM:
NEXT BOARD MEETING:

TBA
Thur s., 7/21 , 7:00 p.m.

DEADLINE FOR AUGUST BULLETIN:

7/30/16

***Please note: Andy will be selling plants, so
there will not be a member sale at this meeting!

Clockwise from upper left: the
Mulford Foster Best in Show
Horticulture was won by John
Schmidt entering Orthophytun
benzingii; the Morris Henry
Hobbs Best in Show Artistic was
won by Jackie Johnson with
“Houston, we have a problem”;
Best in Show Commercial was
won by Michael Kiehl
entering Dyckia
goehringii; the John
Anderson Best
Aechmea was won by
Aaron Sedivy entering
Aechmea pectinata;
and Aaron also won the
John Arden Best Tillandsia award entering
Tillandsia pedicellata.

W

President’s Page

hew! It’s over. World conferences are a lot of fun, but also a lot
of work. Many thanks to Steve Reynolds, Ruby Adams, Vickey
Gurka, and the entire Wor ld Conference Committee. Thanks
to their hard work, and the efforts of countless others, the conference was a
great success. As always Charlien Rose and Rick Richtmyer did a fantastic
job organizing the plant show. I think everyone was impressed with the
quantity and quality of the entries. Congratulations to BS/H’s own John
Schmidt for taking best of show.
The sales area was filled with treasures for all to see and buy. Thanks to
Jimmy and Joanne Woolsey for or ganizing the sale. Many thanks go
out to Allyn Pearlman and his many helpers for holding down the fort and
manning the registers.

I especially would like to thank two groups of people. First the people who opened their homes for garden
tours. David Klein, Malcolm McCorquodale III, Rick and Carole Richtmyer, John Edmonson and
Mary Cinotto, Gordon Stowe, and last but cer tainly not least Frank and Cherie Lee should be congr atulated. I don’t think most people know how much work it is to get a yard ready for a tour. These folks went
all out. The other group is made up of those who were not registered for the conference but still worked long
hours helping to make it a success. These folks deserve special thanks.
I hope everyone had a chance to kick back, relax a little, and have some fun at the after conference party. Nita Ankenbruck and family were gr acious hosts and the weather cooper ated for a change.
Now that the conference is over, it’s time to concentrate on matters closer to home. I hope that everyone has
recovered from the spring floods, and is preparing for the drought. I spent some time in great state of West
Virginia (Yes, it is a state.) in late June and early July. The daytime temperatures were in the high 70s, and
the night time temperatures were in the low 50s. Great weather, but not gonna happen in Houston. Here July
is a bad month to be a plant. The combination of bright sunlight, sweltering temperatures, high humidity,
gusty winds (hopefully no hurricanes), and the lack of rain is hard on plants. Our summer started a little late
this year, but it has kicked into high gear in the last couple of weeks. Keep a close eye on your collection. I
tend to kill more plants in July and August than any other time of the year.
Hope you enjoyed Paul Isley’s talk in May. He talked about soft, cuddly, cute Tillandsias. This month I am
looking forward to Andy Siekkinen’s talk on Hechtias that was r ained out in Apr il. Hechtias may not be
cuddly and soft, but they are kinda cute in a sticky sorta way.
Don’t know about you, but I am looking forward to fall. We can look forward to a judges school in Houston
on September 17, a fall sale at Mercer Arboretum on September 24, and possibly some cooler weather.
Looking forward to seeing you at the meeting.

MANY THANKS
A surprise gift and an opportunity to spend an evening with so many of my bromeliad friends was wonderful.
The fact that the gift is a Kokopelli adds another level of special and the pretty tote bag will help save paper
and plastic. Thank you for making me feel very special.
Yes, I have contributed to the BSHI in many ways since 1976, but it is the members that enter show plants and
in many other ways share their plants and knowledge who really contribute to the promotion of Bromeliads and
deserve recognition.

Charlien Rose
P.S A bit of history: According to the BSHI Yearbook, there are still four active members who joined the society in the 1970's. I cannot speak for the other three, but I have enjoyed every one of these years.
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CONGRATULATIONS!

We sponsored a successful World Bromeliad Conference! I know many of us literally pushed ourselves to the
point of dropping. In spite of the stress and lack of sleep, I enjoyed meeting and working with people who
were faceless names before WBC 2016. I do not know about the other Conference areas, but the Judged Show
had assistance from many areas of the BSI World. Thank you and a very grateful thank you to everyone who
for various reasons could not register but spent hours/days of their time performing various Conference/Show
tasks. You made the work load lighter.
A special thank you to everyone who brought show entries (345). Without your efforts, my nightmares of a
spacious, half-empty showroom would have been a reality and while observing the activities in the classification area, I learned a few tricks to packing plants for travel.
I believe most of us will agree that the eight-foot showroom aisles were a luxury. Going back to forty inch
aisles at Mercer is going to be a squeeze.

Thanks to Allyn Pearlman and Nita Ankenbruck for "The WBC 1998 and WBC 2016 Party". I believe we all
earned an evening for relaxing with good food and conversation.
If we remember our anxieties, perhaps we will be more prompt registering for and volunteering our help at future SWBG and WBC events.
Charlien Rose
Show Statistics: (Thanks to Cherie Lee and Cindy Strickland-Gray):
41 Exhibitors and 342 judged entries. The judges awarded 160 award of merit, 143 blue, 37 red and 2 yellow
ribbons.
We had 279 Category I Horticultural entries - 26 were Cryptanthus and 57 Category II Artistic Designs - 31
contained Cryptanthus. The commercial growers brought 29 of the Category I entries.

Party Scenes:
Congratulations to Charlien Rose for
receiving the 2nd Lifetime Achievement
Award presented by Bromeliad Society/
Houston, and to Odean Head for receiving the Wally Berg Award presented at
the 2016 World Conference by the Bromeliad Society International.
(Pictured at left, Kokopelli presented to
Charlien at the WBC party in honor of
her award; right picture is Odean Head
at the party with Nita Ankenbruck, our
hostess)
The BS/H created the "Lifetime Achievement Award" to recognize and honor those in our society that have
contributed so much for the good of our society. Charlien Rose has exemplified the fundamentals of the award
for all her hard work and dedication. Allyn Pearlman presented her with the award at the post-world conference party. Thank you, Charlien, from all of us in BS/H.
One of the most anticipated events of the World Conference is the announcement of the winner of the prestigious Wally Berg Award of Excellence. This year the award was presented to our own Odean Head for his
achievements in service to the world of bromeliads. The presentation was made by Terri Bert during the banquet Saturday evening. Odean was greeted by a huge round of applause from the audience and was thrilled to
have a table full of relatives in attendance. Congratulations and many thanks to you, Odean, from BS/H for all
you have done for our society. Odean has joined an elite group, as previous winners include Wally Berg, Dennis Cathcart, John Anderson, Harry Luther, Grace Goode, Elton Leme, Derek Butcher and Nat DeLeon .
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WBC 2016
More Show Winners
Pictured clockwise from upper left: Dyckia
‘Keswick’ was the winner of Best in Division I, entered by Steve Reynolds; Best in Division II was Tillandsia flabellata entered by Betty Patterson;
Cryptanthus ‘Ken Vinzant’, entered by Carole Richtmyer, won Best in Division V; Best in Division VI
was Tillandsia tectorum entered by Charlie Birdsong; and Best in Division III was won by Gene
Powers, entering Orthophytum ‘Red Frost’.
A complete list of show winners and more pictures
will be published in the next bulletin if space allows.
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Bring your July seedlings from previous years to the meeting for Show
and Tell, including Orthophytum gurkenii (2015) pictured at left, courtesy of the rareflora.org website. Seedlings from July of previous
years are Dyckia dawsonii (2014), Cryptanthus ‘Starlight’ (2013);
Neoregelia ampullacea X plutonis (2012); Billbergia
‘Hallelujah’ (2011); Vriesea fosteriana ‘Rubra’, (2010); Neoregelia
‘Scarlet Charlotte’ (2009); Neoregelia ‘Oeser’s 100’ (2008); Alcanterea imperialis (2007). See pictures in the 2013 July Bulletin.
Thanks to the donors to the May raffle table: Rick and Carole Richtmyer, Jimmy and Joanne Woolsey, John
Schmidt, Sam Chism, Frank and Cherie Lee, Ruby Adams and David and Linda Whipkey.
And the lucky winners were: Beth Whitley, Vickey Gurka, Audrey VanWright, Midge Gorman, Don Green,
Mary Parmet, and Charlien Rose.
The raffle brought in $54.

Meet our July Speaker:
Andy Siekkinen
Hechtias are plants that are often floating around in
collections, but all too often without a name! It is a
group of plants that is so close but so poorly studied.
But in the past 8 years the genus has grown by ~50%
with the addition of more than 25 new species. With
the more than 15 species that Andy is working on,
there will continue to be a lot of new species in the
genus for the foreseeable future.
Andy was trained as a nanoparticle chemist, but his
interest in the bromeliad hobby turned more serious
during the recession. Somehow the spiny Hechtias of
Mexico were both more interesting and more friendly than the corporate high tech world!
Based out of San Diego, California, he has been searching for Hechtias and Tillandsias in Mexico for over 6
years. It has become such a serious problem that he is now not only working on the taxonomy of the plants,
but also doing genetic research using the newest techniques that are opening a whole new world of possibilities.
He is currently working on describing over a dozen new species of Hechtia as well as a couple of Pitcairnias
and several Tillandsias. Even while jumping head first into the botanical research Andy still loves cultivating
the plants. While working on introducing many new Hechtias into cultivation he is also actively hybridizing to
push the horticultural potential of these great drought-adapted plants.
Andy also has started a tour company, Eagle Eye Adventures, where he leads small groups on 'botanically
themed vacations' through to full-on plant adventures in Mexico and soon to Cuba...and no, that usually doesn't
include camping or 3 day long hikes (although, those can be arranged!).
Andy’s program will focus on Hechtias. He has published an article, “The Mystery of Hechtia argentea,” in
the 2015 BSI Journal, Part I in Vol. 65 (I), and Part II in Vol. 65 (2).
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June and
July
Birthdays

Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting third Sunday of month
at 2:00 PM
Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center
2020 Hermann Drive
Next meeting will be July 17, 2016

Cherie Lee
6/01
Fred Haase
6/06
Billie Emanuel
6/09
John Sarkisian
6/12
Gordon Stowe
6/17
Mary Ellen Rinebold 6/18
Dave Schneider
7/01
Doug Trahan
7/04
Mike Swingle
7/05
Maylon Lemar Adams 7/07
Allyn Pearlman
7/12
Joan Beaubouef
7/16
Mary Cinotto
7/25

The Houston Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month
at 7:30 PM
First Christian Church
1601 Sunset Blvd
Next meeting will be August 4, 2016

Member News
Welcome to our new members:
 Mike Swingle
217 Winter Frost, Cibolo, TX 78108
mikeswingle@gmail.com, 209-814-8149
 Aaron Davila
508 Aspen Incline, Hewitt, TX 76643
+1bur0n20061@gmail.com, 254-666-0861
 Michael Lyle
20697 Karen Switch Rd., Magnolia, TX
77355
michaelc7@sbcglobal.net, 832-492-4560
 Darlene Morris
29902 Park Place Dr., Tomball, TX 77377
darlene_morris789@yahoo.com
832-728-2892 (cell)
Correction:
 Daniel Wolf’s cor r ect email addr ess is:
wolfdanielb@gmail.com

Meeting
Refreshments
Time for the A-Ms to
bring refreshments to
the July meeting. We
have a special guest
speaker this month, so
it’s important to have
lots of good things on
our refreshment table! If you have never
brought refreshments or if it’s been a while,
it’s time to chip in and bring something. If
you don’t cook, you can buy something simple,
such as cookies or chips, at your local grocery
store to bring. Coffee and punch will be furnished by the club as usual.

Jimbo’s Nursery
15019 8th St., Santa Fe,TX 77517, 409-925-6933

www.Jimbosnurserytx.com; email: Jimbos3@earthlink.net
We have a large selection of Aechmea, Billbergia, Cryptanthus, Dyckia, Neoregelia, and Tillandsia. Please compare our prices and our quality.
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific
goals of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.
There are two classes of membership:
Individual
Family

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current year.
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
for more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or emailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly
meetings. Articles and any other information pertinent to
bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.

Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388
planobrom@aol.com

Officers and Chairmen
David Whipkey
21503 Cypress-Rosehill Road
Tomball, TX 77377
281-255-6154
dawhip49@hotmail.com
Vice President
Sam Chism
Secretary
Charlien Rose
Treasurer
Allyn Pearlman
Past President
Gene Powers
Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/16
12/31/17
12/21/18
Don Green
Jan Garver
Ruby Adams
Steve Reynolds
Rick Richtmyer
John Schmidt
President

I.

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor Carole Richtmyer
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
Members: Phil Speer, Lynn Friedman,
Ken Gardner
3. Programs Chairman
Sam Chism
Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
Gene Powers/David Whipkey
II.
Committees of the Board
1. Annual Show
None
2. Bromeliad Culture
TBA
Members
Chris Nguyen
3. Holiday Party
Allyn Pearlman
4. Garden Tours
John Schmidt
5. Historian
David Whipkey
Vice Chairman
Jimmy Woolsey
6. Hospitality Coordinator Verna Powers
Members:
Daryl Page
7. Librarian
Ruby H. Adams
8. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
9. Raffle Plants
Cherie and Frank Lee,
Wray Page
10. Seedlings
Provided by Jimmy Woolsey
11. Show & Tell
John Schmidt assisted by
Wray Page, Gary Gallick, Rick Richtmyer
12. Members’ and Visitors’ Registrar Ken Gardner,
Noreen Tolman, Midge Gorman
13. Courtesy
Midge Gorman
14. Webmaster
Joy Reynolds
Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild Charlien Rose, Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Gene Powers
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Bromeliad
Society
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388

FIRST CLASS

