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MEETING DATE:       Tuesday, October  18, 7:30 p.m. 
 
PROGRAM SPEAKER:            Charlie Birdsong 
 
PROGRAM TITLE:     “The Nidularioides Complex” 

 

 
Charlie will introduce the genera of the complex and 
discuss growing them in the Gulf South. 
 

NO SEEDLING THIS MONTH 
 

Pictured above is Billbergia ‘Birdsong’,  named 
after this month’s speaker (picture courtesy of the 
BSI BCR.) 

 
MEETING AGENDA: 
 

 Greetings/Call to Order/Plant Sale 

 Show and Tell 

 Meeting/Election of  Officers 

 Break/Refreshments/Buy raffle tickets/plants 

 Program 

 Raffle 

 Adjourn 

 
NOVEMBER PROGRAM:             Dennis Cathcart            
 
NEXT BOARD MEETING:  Thurs.,  11/17, 7:00 p.m. 
 
DEADLINE FOR NOV. BULLETIN:              11/01/16 
 

THERE WILL BE A MEMBER PLANT SALE 
AT THIS MEETING! 

FALL PLANT SALE 
 

The BS/H fall plant sale, held in conjunction with oth-
er plant societies at Mercer Arboretum, saw fewer cus-
tomers than our usual fall sales, but the brighter side 
was visiting with bromeliad members and enjoying the 
great food.  Thanks to everyone that brought food; 
special thanks to Cherie Lee for her egg salad, flat 
breads and cakes, Carole & Rick Richtmyer for the 
layered salad and to Verna & Gene Powers for the 
baked beans.  Thanks to Verna for heading up hospi-
tality.  A big thanks to Gordon Stowe for bringing and 
taking the tables home and to everyone that helped.  
Thanks to Shirl Nadeau for wiping down the tables 
after the sale.  The rain shower certainly didn’t help. 
 

Thanks to everyone!   Allyn 

 

HO! HO! HO! 
 

Mark your calendars!  Circle the date!!  It is almost 
time for our Christmas Meeting.  You don’t want to 
miss this great party, Saturday, December 3.   
 

A new location with great food, drinks and friend-
ship and a few bromeliads to bid on at the auction.  
Texas Land & Cattle Company, 12710 Southwest 
Freeway, Stafford, TX 77477, 281-494-8844, 6-10 
p.m. 
 

Food choices are:  Shiner Bock Salmon & Grilled 
Shrimp, House Smoked Sirloin (12 oz.), House 
Smoked Sirloin (6 oz.) and Grilled Shrimp, BBQ 
Chicken and Ribs, Boneless Ribeye (12 oz.).  All of 
the above are served with your choice of a side 
house salad or spicy Caesar salad, stuffed baked po-
tato and your dessert choice of cheesecake or 
brownie.  All this for just $40 per person.   
 

Cherie Lee will appreciate it greatly if you notify 
her about what you would like to donate to the rare 
plant auction as soon as possible! 



President’s Page 
 
Finally, weather that is conducive to working outside.  I know 
that some of you like the hot weather, but I’m a momma bear 
type of person... not too hot, not too cold, right in the center.  En-
joy our fall weather while you can.  It will soon be dark at 6:00, 
cold in the mornings, with a chance of freezing temperatures.  
Now is the time to get your garden ready for winter (or what 
passes for winter in your area).  Plan your freeze protection.  
Check the plants for insects or disease, and treat accordingly.  
Light levels will be lower.  Possibly those shade loving plants 
will appreciate a little more sunshine.  Growth is starting to slow 
down; be careful not to overwater.  One of the nice things about 
our area is that we can garden pretty much all year round.  Enjoy 
it. 
 
I want to thank all of the people who worked the fall sale held 
last month at Mercer Arboretum.  Did you have any idea how 
much work it is to have a sale?  Setting up tables, working with 

customers, ringing up sales, grooming plants to sell, transporting plants to the sale, disassembling the sale, 
and doing the bookwork.  Hard work yes, but it can also be loads of fun.  You can share your Bromeliad 
knowledge, talk to customers and fellow members, eat some terrific food, and enjoy the sale.  I hope every-
one gathers up a few plants and brings them to the next sale. 
 
In case you haven’t heard we’re having an election.  No, not the national three ring circus election, the Bro-
meliad Society’s.  Hopefully ours will be a bit more civil. Every October we elect 4 officers and 2 directors.  
I know, someone will say big deal, why should I care.  Well it is a big deal to me and it should be to you.  The 
officers and directors are responsible for running the Society.  Do you like the yearly plant shows?  The offic-
ers and directors make it happen.  Do you enjoy the monthly programs?  The officers and directors make it 
happen.  Do you like meeting in a nice air conditioned room (with clean bathrooms).  The officers and direc-
tors make it happen.  The work involved in running the Society does not magically get done.  The officers, 
board members, and committee members work hard to make it enjoyable for everyone.  If you like what is 
happening, please say thank you to the volunteers who made it all possible.  If not, then please feel free to 
run for office or volunteer for a committee.  Your input will be appreciated.  If you want to know more about 
the election process, read Rules of Operation Rule II.  You can find it on pages 27-28 of the 2016 Yearbook.  
 
This month we are having the second of two special raffles.  We will be raffling a membership to the Brome-
liad Society International.  Tickets will be the normal price, 10 for $3.00 (you do not need a special ticket, the 
regular tickets will suffice), but there is one catch, this raffle is only open to people who have never been a 
member of the BSI.   
 
We will be traveling to Louisiana on October 22 to visit Margo Racca.  She has an extensive collection of 
Bromeliads and other plants that I can hardly wait to see.  This is a trip that you don’t want to miss.  I will be 
calling Margo on October 15 and to give her a headcount so that she can purchase the lunches.  If you are 
planning on attending please send me an email (dawhip49@hotmail.com).  The subject line should read “Trip 
to Margo’s”.  I need to know the names of those who will be attending, who will be riding in the vehicle, and 
if you have room to take someone else.  If you need a ride let me know, and I will try and find someone in 
your area that can “give you a lift”.  
 
Christmas party – December 3, 2016 – Texas Land & Cattle Company – we want to see you there – please 
contact Allyn Pearlman for more information. 
 
Stay safe.  Looking forward to seeing you at the meeting. 
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Recent Honors Awarded to Gary Gallick 

On Thursday, September 1, more than 40 second-year Ph.D. 

students and their 
mentors were honored 
at a ceremony held in 

Onstead Auditorium. 
During the event, 
Gary Gallick, Ph.D., 

was recognized as the 
2015-2016 recipient of 

the Paul E. Darlington 
Mentor Award for University of Texas Graduate School of Biomedical 
Sciences Faculty.   

Gary was also honored at a BS/H meeting where Jimmy Woolsey in-

formed him that Dennis Cathcart and Tropiflora was naming a Neorege-
lia after him, Neoregelia ‘Gary Gallick’.  The plant is a beautiful, varie-
gated hybrid made by Ray Coleman. 

C 
harlie developed his interest in Bromeliads 
from his parents in the late 1960’s in New Or-
leans.  He moved away from the plants to Ba-

ton Rouge in 1963 to attend LSU and has lived there 
ever since.  After college he started his collection 
with Mulford Foster  plants he and his parents had 
been given by Erik Knoblock.  He brought his small 
collection to Baton Rouge and moved them in and 
out when the cold weather came. 
   
In 1975 Charlie helped to start the Bromeliad Society 

of Baton Rouge.  As a charter member he has served in every office over the years and still serves the Society 
today as President .  He is the Vice-president of the Southwest Bromeliad Guild.  He served as co-chairman of 
the Southwest Guild and Cryptanthus shows in Baton Rouge.  Charlie joined the BSI in 1975 and has attended 
many World Conferences and chaired the rare plant auctions at four of them.  He is currently the Chairman of 
the BSI Affiliate Shows Committee.  Charlie is a past BSI  Director for the Central District. 
 

After years of trying to get a judging school in New Orleans, he joined a school in Houston.   He is now a 
Master Judge and has judged over 100 Shows since accreditation in 1996.  He serves the BSI on the Judges 
Handbook revision committee through the Judges Certification Committee from his District. 
 

Charlie has had many opportunities to speak about his favorite plants at local Garden Societies and other plant 
groups and Bromeliad Societies throughout Louisiana, Texas and Florida.  He has written articles for the BSI 
Journal and Local Society Plant bulletins and contributed a number of short articles for the Greater New Orle-
ans Bromeliad Society bulletin Potpourri. 
 

Charlie grows many  different genera and although Billbergias are favorites, most of his over four thousand 
five hundred plants are Neoregelias.  He is fortunate to have daughters living in Florida so under the excuse of 
a Grandpa visit he is able to make many trips to see Society Shows and visit vendors every year and hopes to 
continue  to do so in the future. 

Meet our October Speaker: 
 

Charlie Birdsong 
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2017 Slate of Officers 
 
The Nominating Committee, chaired by Gene Powers, has put forward the following slate of Officers and Di-
rectors for 2017.  The election will be held at the October meeting. 
 
President — Donald Green 
Don has been a member of BS/HI since 1993. He has served several terms as a BS/HI Director, two terms as 
Vice President and two terms as President. He has also served as Vice President and President of the South-
west Bromeliad Guild. Don is a BSI Master Judge and has served as Chair and Co-Chair of committees during 
BS/HI, SWBG and BSI World Conference Shows. Don would like to grow large, colorful Aechmeas and Neo-
regelias, but has neither the space or light in his small condominium patio so he grows and has come to love 
Tillandsias and Cryptanthus. 
 
Vice President — Cherie Lee 
Cherie grew up in the Panama Canal Zone and moved to Houston in 1979 after graduating from Texas A&M 
in electrical engineering.  She worked for ExxonMobil for 34 years as a petroleum engineer until retiring in 
2013.  Cherie and her husband, Frank, became interested in growing bromeliads in 2004 and joined the Brome-
liad Society/Houston Inc. in early 2007. They served as BS/H board members from 2008-2010. They are also 
members of the Bromeliad Society International, the Cryptanthus Society, and several other plant societies.  
Cherie maintains computer records for our Shows, and together with Frank manages the Raffle Tsable. 
 
Secretary — Charlien Rose 
Charlien joined the BS/H in 1976 and has served the society and the Board of Directors in many different ca-
pacities since then. She has been General Chairperson of our annual show many times; at World Conferences, 
she served as co-chairperson of the Judged Show in 1990 and 2016, Show Chairperson in 2000, and Clerks 
Chairperson in 2002. Charlien is an International Accredited Master Judge and instructor, and past Chairman 
of the BSI Affiliates Show Committee. She is currently serving our society as Secretary. 
 
Treasurer — Allyn Pearlman 
Allyn joined the society in 1991. He was Editor of the Bulletin from 1992 to 2002, and has been Membership 
Chairman since 1993. He has served as a Director and President, and was Chairman of our annual show in 
1995. Allyn is also an active supporter of the Southwest Guild and is currently the Treasurer of that organiza-
tion as well as the BS/H and The Cryptanthus Society. Allyn is a BSI Accredited Judge and a member of the 
BSI. 
 
Director – Mary Cinotto 
Mary joined BS/H in 2014 and wasted no time in becoming a very active member.  She has clerked in two 
Shows, contributed significantly to preparations for WBC 2016, and prepared their garden for a highly suc-
cessful tour (jointly with John).  She is a member of BSI and The Cryptanthus Society International and is cur-
rently enrolled in Judging School.   
 
Director – John Edmonson 
John joined BS/H in 2014 and has expanded his interest and collection rapidly since then.  He and Mary put in 
many hours of work preparing their yard for a garden tour during WBC 2016.  John has entered plants in 
shows with great success, clerked twice and worked with the Classification Committee at WBC 2016; his in-
terest has led to his joining both the BSI and Cryptanthus Society as well as enrolling in Judging School. 

 

Thanks to the donors to the September raffle:  Ruby Adams, Sam Chism, Rick and Carole Richtmyer, Kathy 
Stahl, David and Linda Whipkey, and Joanne and Jimmy Woolsey. 
 

The lucky winners were:  John Edmonson, Betty Garrison, Midge Gorman, Don Green, Vickey Gurka, Shirl 
Nadeau, Charlien Rose, Lynn Schermerhorn, Kathy Stahl, Gordon Stowe, and Linda Whipkey.  The 
Cryptanthus Society membership was won by Troy Merchant.  
 

The raffle brought in $93.  
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2013 Billbergia ‘Pixie’; 2012 Neoregelia ‘Guinea’; 2011 Neophytum ‘Burgundy Hill’; 2010 Neoregelia 
‘Mercury Is in Love’; 2009 Guzmania ‘Empire’’ X ‘Fortuna’ ; and 2008 Neoregelia ‘Martin’.  If you’re still 
growing them, bring them to Show and Tell at the October meeting. See the October 2015 Bulletin for pictures. 

The following plants are October seedlings of the month from past years.  
Pictured is the 2015 seedling, Aechmea recurvata ‘Bandit’.  Plants from oth-
er years include:  2014, Cryptanthus fosterianus (formerly zonatus) ‘Nivea’;  

The following article appeared in the Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies Final Newsletter in Print, 1978-

2013, Vol. 33 Issue 4, November 2013.  While the article talks about Florida winters, much of the advice is 

also pertinent to Houston. 

Weather, Water and Wind  

by Karen Andreas 

 

The cold snap that much of the state experienced around Thanksgiving was a reminder that winter is on its 
way. While it often comes as a surprise to our friends up north, Florida does experience cold weather and, in 

some parts of the state, even freezes. Preparation and weather forecasts are keys to our bromeliads' survival. 

 

Lower humidity is a relief this time of the year, especially after our seemingly endless summer. However, 
when combined with wind, it can dry out bromeliads quickly. Take the time to water your bromeliads thor-

oughly, allowing for the water to cascade through the leaves so your plants can get a good drink. 

 

Hydration is key to cold weather survival. Pay mind to weather forecasts; usually we get at least five days' 
notice of cold fronts heading our way. Watering the ground around bromeliads during sunny days helps the 

soil retain heat as the temperatures cool at night. When you cover your bromeliads, it is imperative that the 

covers are anchored firmly in the ground. 

 

Plastic is a no go for all plants: It will burn foliage wherever it comes in contact. Freeze cloth is best; sheets 

and blankets will do in a pinch. Bromeliads that live under canopy already have some natural protection —  

use your lighter weight covers for those plants if you have limited freeze cloth.  

 

On fcbs.org, under Bromeliad Information, Culture, you will find two articles about the cold sensitivity of 

bromeliads. Both articles include lists of bromeliads with their cold tolerances. These lists are not all inclu-

sive; they are general guidelines. 

 

Cryptanthus are always unforgiving of cold weather. Always cover when frost threatens. It is worth the effort. 
 

Plan ahead. Know your bromeliads. Have your freeze cloth, covers and anchors on hand. 

 

After the cold has passed, rehydrate your bromeliads and be patient. Do not rush to trim out burned leaves — 

save that activity until spring when foliage grows out. In case cold weather returns, the burned foliage may 

offer protection for the healthy tissue. If the centers of bromeliads are loose, don't lose faith. Often, especially 

with Aechmea blanchetiana, the centers will reattach. 

  
Your best resource for cold weather survival is your local bromeliad society. Longtime growers in your area 

are familiar with cold tolerances, cold pockets, and the local conditions that have an impact on bromeliad sur-

vival.  
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Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society 
www.tgcfernsoc.org 

Regular meeting third Sunday of month 
at 2:00 PM 

Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center 
2020 Hermann Drive 

Next meeting will be October 16,  2016 

The Houston Orchid Society, Inc. 
www.houstonorchidsociety.org 

Regular meeting first Thursday of month  
at 7:30 PM 

First Christian Church 
1601 Sunset Blvd 

Next meeting will be November 3, 2016 

Jimbo’s Nursery 
 

15019  8th St., Santa Fe,TX 77517, 409-925-6933 
 

www.Jimbosnurserytx.com; email: Jimbos4@earthlink.net 
 
We have a large selection of Aechmea, Billbergia, Cryptanthus, Dyckia, 

Neoregelia, and Tillandsia. Please compare our prices and our quality. 

 Meeting 
Refreshments 

  
Time for the N-Zs 
to bring refresh-
ments to the Octo-
ber meeting.  Let’s 
bring lots of good 
things for our re-
freshment table!  If 
you have never 

brought refreshments or if it’s been a while, 
it’s time to chip in and bring something.  If 
you don’t cook, you can buy something simple, 
such as cookies or chips, at your local gro-
cery store to bring.  Coffee and punch will be 
furnished by the club as usual. 

 

Member News 
 

 Charlien Rose is asking anyone with WBC 
ribbons or awards to recycle to bring them to 
the next meeting or please contact her so she 
can send them on to the San Diego society to 
use in the next world conference. 

 
 Wray Page is recover ing from surgery to 

repair his eardrum. 
 
 Steve Reynolds has completed his move 

from Austin to Rockport, Texas.  His phone 
number and email address will remain the 
same; his new address will be published lat-
er. 

October Birthdays 
 

 Ed Doherty      10/03 
 John Edmonson      10/03 
 Frank Lee      10/05 
 Linda Whipkey      10/06 
 Johnny Williams      10/10 

 Wray Page      10/14 
 Don Whited      10/19 
 Margo Racca      10/23 

 Rick Richtmyer      10/24 
 Marsha Krumrey      10/29 
 Martha Burg      10/29 

 Daniel Wolf      10/30 

http://www.tgcfernsoc.org
mailto:Jimbos3@earthlink.net


BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC. 

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston 
 
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely pub-
lic charity and strictly educational purposes.  Specific 
goals of the Society shall be to: 
 

Increase knowledge of bromeliads through inter-
change and dissemination of information. 
 
Use such funds as are available for the purpose 
of research and/or equipment in institutions of 
higher learning within the State of Texas. 
 
 There are two classes of membership: 

 
 Individual   $20.00 per year 
 Family    $30.00 per year 

 
 All memberships begin with January of the current year. 

 
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org 
for more information. 
______________________________________________ 
 
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or e-
mailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly 
meetings.  Articles and any other information pertinent to 
bromeliads are solicited.  Articles may be reprinted with 
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication. 
 
A Yearbook is published annually based on the member-
ship roll at the end of the regular February meeting of 
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc. 
 
Please address any correspondence regarding this publica-
tion to: 
 

 Carole Richtmyer 
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive 

Spring, TX  77388 
planobrom@aol.com 

AFFILIATED WITH THE 
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL 

MEMBER OF 
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD 

GUILD 

AFFILIATED WITH THE 
BROMELIAD SOCIETY 

INTERNATIONAL 

Officers and Chairmen 
President   David Whipkey  
   21503 Cypress-Rosehill Road 
   Tomball, TX  77377 
   281-255-6154 
   dawhip49@hotmail.com 
Vice President   Sam Chism 
Secretary   Charlien Rose 
Treasurer   Allyn Pearlman 
Past President      Gene Powers 

Board of Directors 
Term Expires 

12/31/16   12/31/17   12/21/18 
Don Green        Jan Garver  Ruby Adams 
Steve Reynolds          Rick Richtmyer John Schmidt
                            
I.     Standing Committees 
       1. Publicity Allyn Pearlman 
              Bulletin Editor Carole Richtmyer 
       2. Plant Sales Chairman     Allyn Pearlman 
 Members: Phil Speer, Lynn Friedman,  
      Ken Gardner 
       3. Programs Chairman Sam Chism 

Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:  
Gene Powers/David Whipkey 

II. Committees of the Board 
       1. Annual Show  None 
       2. Bromeliad Culture TBA 
 Members  Chris Nguyen 
       3. Holiday Party  Allyn Pearlman 
       4. Garden Tours  John Schmidt 
       5.    Historian  David Whipkey 
 Vice Chairman  Jimmy Woolsey 
       6. Hospitality Coordinator Verna Powers 
 Members:    Daryl Page 
       7. Librarian Ruby H. Adams 
       8. Membership Allyn Pearlman 
       9. Raffle Plants Cherie and Frank Lee, 
    Wray Page 
      10. Seedlings Provided by Jimmy Woolsey 
      11. Show & Tell John Schmidt assisted by 
   Wray Page, Gary Gallick,  Rick Richtmyer 
      12. Members’ and Visitors’ Registrar Ken Gardner, 
                      Noreen Tolman, Midge Gorman 
      13. Courtesy Midge Gorman 
      14. Webmaster Joy Reynolds 

Representatives 
Southwest Bromeliad Guild   Charlien Rose, Ray Johnson 
Bromeliad Society International Gene Powers 
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Carole Richtmyer 
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive 
Spring, TX  77388 

FIRST CLASS 


