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Our November
Speaker:
Dennis Cathcart

MEETING DATE:

Tuesday, Nov. 15, 7:30 p.m.

PROGRAM SPEAKER:

PROGRAM TITLE:

Dennis Cathcart

“Bromeliads in the Wilderness”

Dennis’s program is a look at bromeliads in various
types of habitat.
SEEDLING OF THE MONTH

Neo. ‘Puppy Love’

From Jimmy Woolsey, a colorful neoregelia registered by Jason Mellica (picture courtesy of the
BSI/BCR )
MEETING AGENDA:








Greetings/Call to Order/Tropiflora Plant Sale
Show and Tell
Meeting
Break/Refreshments/Buy raffle tickets/plants
Program
Raffle
Adjourn

DECEMBER PROGRAM: Holiday Party (See pg. 4)
NEXT BOARD MEETING: Thur s., 11/10, 7:00 p.m.
DEADLINE FOR JANUARY BULLETIN:

1/04/17

THERE WILL NOT BE A MEMBER PLANT
SALE AT THIS MEETING!

Dennis and his wife, Linda, own and oper ate
Tropiflora, established in
1976, which has become
one of the largest collectororiented exotic plant nurseries in the United States.
Tillandsias and other bromeliads are a specialty as
well as a wide assortment
of rare succulents, myrmecophytes, aroids, orchids and
more. They published the 'Cargo Report' catalog/
newsletter for 19 years until they retired it in favor of a
web-based business plan in 2010.

His work with exotic plants, collecting, studying, photographing, writing and speaking about them has taken him
to many countries around the world. Exploring for new
plant varieties is still one of his favorite activities, and they
have made over 100 collecting trips to more than twenty
seven countries from the Caribbean and Latin American to
South East Asia, Africa and Madagascar. His explorations
have resulted in the introduction of a number of new species of bromeliads to science and cultivation. Three species of bromeliads, an Aechmea, a Neoregelia and a
Vriesea, carry the specific epithet cathcartii.
Lecturing takes Dennis and Linda to many fascinating
places. They have traveled widely throughout the U.S. as
well as Australia, New Zealand, Venezuela, Brazil, Bahamas, Philippines, Java, Singapore and Thailand for speaking engagements. Dennis was keynote speaker at the
‘Broms on the Arafura’, Australia’s Bromeliad Conference
in April of 2011, and spoke at the ‘Cool Broms’ conference March 2013 in New Zealand and again was the keynote speaker at 'Bromsmatta' the Australasian Bromeliad
Conference in Sydney, Australia in April 2015.
They were recently an exhibitor at the first Singapore Garden Festival for which they won a silver medal for their
bromeliad exhibit among sixteen countries exhibiting.
Dennis also judged at the 2013 Philadelphia Flower Show,
the largest indoor flower show in the world.
BS/H is fortunate that Dennis makes time in his busy
schedule to give us a program every year.

President’s Page

I

will try to keep this short and sweet. This is the last President’s page that I am going to write. I like to think of it as 21
down and 1 to go. I have to admit that writing is not my favorite activity. It doesn’t seem all that long ago I wrote that first page. I
must apologize to our Bulletin’s editor. Carole has been more than a
little patient with me. Hopefully our new president will be more
punctual when submitting his material to our new editor.
I used to think that 2 years was a long time, but I might have to
change my mind. The past 2 years have flown past. It has been a
whirlwind of planning meetings, board meetings, monthly meetings,
President’s pages, emails, phone calls, shows... the list goes on.
There were bad times, frustrating times, but mostly good times. I
hope that I have lived up to the trust you placed in me the last couple
of years. It has been my pleasure to work with the board, my fellow
officers, the many committee members, and of course the members of
the Society. Come January I am looking forward to kicking back, relaxing, and letting Don Green do the
heavy lifting for a while.
Speaking of the year winding down, are you planning on attending the Christmas party? If so, you might
want to pay before very long. December 3rd will be here sooner than you think. There is a new location this
year. Allyn always plans a great party. See the Bulletin or talk to Allyn for more information.
If you weren’t one of the 3 dozen or so people who took the road trip to Iowa, Louisiana, you missed out on a
great garden tour. It was a lovely day, not too hot, not too cold; it was just fantastic. Speaking of fantastic,
that is exactly how I would describe the gardens and greenhouse. As advertised there were plants galore. I
saw succulents, desert roses, shrubs, and more than a few were Bromeliads. Hanging in trees, in the ground,
in pots on the sidewalk, on the patio, and in the greenhouse, there were Bromeliads galore. I think the only
way Margo loses a plant from her collection is when someone sneaks in and steals it. I was happy to find
plants hiding in her greenhouse that I had not seen in over a decade. All were healthy, happy and thriving.
Thanks to Margo for hosting us.
In Louisiana they talk about lagniappe. Well we certainly got some lagniappe on our road trip. On the way
back from Iowa you pass the thriving town of Mont Belvieu and the home of Billie and Tommy Emanuel.
You probably guessed it, the Emanuels invited us stop and view their greenhouse and gardens. I was a little
tired, hungry, and probably a little cranky, but I could not pass up the chance to do another garden tour. I was
not disappointed. To say that the collection was eclectic would be an understatement. I have never seen so
many plants that I had to have identified. It was the perfect end to a great day. A big thank you goes out to
Billie and Tommy for that little something extra.
Don’t forget that this month Dennis Cathcart will be presenting at our meeting. For those who have not
heard Dennis speak, you have a treat in store for you. Dennis is the owner/operator of the Tropiflora Nursery
in Sarasota Florida. He is a world traveler, an excellent grower and a raconteur. On top of that he usually
brings a great collection of plants to sell. This is not a meeting that you want to miss.
Stay safe. Looking forward to seeing you at the meeting.
Thanks to the donors to the October raffle: Ruby Adams, Sam Chism, Rick & Carole Richtmyer, Malcolm
McCorquodale, Wray & Daryl Page, Allyn Pearlman, John Schmidt, David & Linda Whipkey, and
Jimmy & Joanne Woolsey.
The lucky winners were: Ruby Adams, Billie Emanuel, Elizabeth Fisher, Betty Garrison, Midge Gorman,
Vickey Gurka, Troy Merchant, Charlien Rose, Gordon Stowe, and David Whipkey. Shirl Nadeau won
the BSI membership.

The raffle brought in $113.
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Ho! Ho! Ho!
TIME IS RUNNING OUT TO GET YOUR RESERVATIONS IN FOR THE BS/H ANNUAL HOLIDAY
PARTY! You don’t want to miss this great party on Saturday, December 3 at Texas Land & Cattle Company, 12710 Southwest Freeway, Stafford, TX 77477, 281-494-8844, 6-10 p.m. Cost is $40 per person.
Because we need to confirm our reservations with Texas Land & Cattle and order plants, the deadline to sign
up is the November meeting. The restaurant will take our food orders the night of the party.
Cherie Lee will appr eciate it gr eatly if you notify her about what you would like to donate to the r ar e
plant auction as soon as possible, so please let her know at cherie.d.lee@sbcglobalnet.

Member News



Welcome to our new members:
— Shirl Nadeau
12506 Campos Drive, Houston, TX 77065, 360-509-5144, birddogh19@outlook.com
— Michael Young
3919 Bulverde Parkway, San Antonio, TX, 78259, 225-445-0050, myoungbr@yahoo.com
— Elizabeth Fisher
9205 Stagecoach Drive, Houston, TX 77041, 281-886-4756, eaaafisher@yahoo.com



Gary Gallick was pr esented the Pr ostate Cancer Foundation’s Career Recognition Award at a scientific retreat in California.
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This article appeared in the Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies, Inc., newsletter, Vol. 25 Issue 4, November 2005 (back in the days when things were actually printed hardcopy). While it was written over 10 years
ago and for Florida growers, it’s still good advice for today’s Houston growers.

Culture Tips
Winter is on its way — Are you ready?
By Jay Thurrott

E

ach year as we enter the winter season, bromeliad growers wonder if this will be the year of
"big freeze". Those living outside of the state
may say, "Come on, it's Florida - how cold can it
get?" but it can happen! There were the freezes of the
70s when water lines and well pumps froze and split
in our area. Then there was the Christmas freeze in
the 80s when so much electricity was used to keep
warm that there were rolling brownouts across the
state as the power companies struggled to meet the
demand. And of course, if we go back over a hundred
years there was the freeze that killed orange trees all
the way to West Palm Beach that resulted in Henry
Flagler extending his railroad further to the south ...
and the development of the Miami area.
The truth is that no matter where you live in Florida,
you are likely to see a few days of weather each year
that are cold enough to make you want to stay in bed
and wait for spring to arrive ... and every now and
then we will be on the receiving end of a truly killing
freeze.
What does the approach of winter mean with respect
to the care of bromeliads in Florida? First of all, you
should recognize that as days become shorter, most
bromeliads will be slowing down from their active
growing period. Accordingly, you should back off on
your fertilization program. I've often heard it said that
you should only fertilize from March through October of each year, and I believe that this is good advice
for most of us hobbyists. Fertilizer is not only wasted
during the winter months, but there is a risk of spurring the plants into producing new growth during a
time when they are most vulnerable to cold damage.
Secondly, if your plants are not actively producing
new growth, their water requirements are not as great
as they were during the peak of the summer. Reduce
your watering frequency and monitor the media
moisture content a little more closely. We are entering that time of year when the risk of losing plants to
rot organisms is at its greatest, so stay alert! Did I just
say to watch your watering practices because too

much water can lead to rot problems? Also, watch
your watering practices because when the humidity
gets low (like it does in the winter around here),
those potting mixes can get pretty dry. Most bromeliads are very tolerant of dry conditions, but others
don't appreciate being left to dessicate. This is why
some bromeliads just never do well mounted on driftwood for display. Don't over water (to avoid rot and
fungus organisms) but don't under-water either!
Also keep in mind that if you haven't already separated and potted up your Neoregelia pups, you may
want to leave them alone until the spring. Neoregelia
pups started in the late fall and winter often don't
seem to get the good start necessary to develop well.
Maybe the shortened days have something to do with
it or maybe it's because the plants are not in their active growth mode. Whatever the reason, when compared with offsets started in the fall, those started in
the spring seem to develop roots more rapidly, establish themselves more quickly, and generally develop
more robustly,
Now, concerning the approaching cold weather, this
is the time to have a frost or freeze protection plan in
place for those sudden cold spells we are apt to see.
Don't wait until the 11 o'clock news announces an
impending freeze to decide what to do with your
plants! Some bromeliads are surprisingly cold hardy
and others are just as surprisingly sensitive to cold
temperatures. Know beforehand which plants need
protection and how you intend to provide it. Will you
bring those plants indoors? Will you cover them with
blankets? Should you move them to a warmer portion
of your yard? Do you know where the warmer portions of your yard are? Should you purchase some of
the material known as "frost cloth" or "freeze blanket"? There is no right or wrong answer to these
questions. You need to select the choice which works
best for you - but don't wait until the last minute. A
few moments spent planning for cold weather today
can spare you from frantically scrambling to protect
plants later or, even worse, losing many of your favorite bromeliads to cold damage!

(Continued on Page 5)
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(“Winter is on its way — are you ready” continued from page 4)
Also keep in mind that if you bring your plants indoors or crowd them together in a greenhouse or other protective cover, you are providing ideal conditions for scale to run rampant through your collection.
Scale has the uncanny ability to select those favored
plants that you had in mind to enter into the next
show, so look at your plants frequently and at the first
sign of scale don't hesitate to begin treating for it.

Let's hope that this won't be a cold winter but if it is,
and you have a plan for protecting your plants that
you feel is both realistic and effective, the effects can
be minimized. For those with a smaller collection,
this can be as simple as loading your outdoor bromeliads into the bed of a pickup truck, driving into the
garage and putting the door down. For those with a
larger collection - you're going to need a bigger truck!

And here’s another excerpt from the Florida Council website, originally printed in the FCBS February 2007
Newsletter, written by Florida growers concerned about cold weather. The authors live in the Tampa Bay area, where winter temperatures are not that different from Houston’s.

Cold Sensitivity of Some Bromeliads
By Tom Wolfe and Eileen Kahl
Many variables factor into cold hardiness, including the condition and location of the plants along with the climatic conditions of a particular cold event.
Wind velocity can dissipate radiational heat from the ground; no wind (calm conditions) can allow frost under
38°F. Some plants will tolerate temperatures below freezing for a short period but be severely injured by frost.
Additional factors in cold tolerance include the duration of the cold; location of plants (in ground, under trees,
in pots, in hanging baskets, or in tree branches which make these elevated bromeliads more vulnerable when
surrounded by cold air); and cold following unseasonable warmth.

Prior to a hard freeze, we recommend that you water your bromeliads. The water in the cups may insulate the
caudex so that the caudex will survive and the plant can pup. While the mother plants may die, pups will survive.
Be aware of the climate conditions in your own yard. Conditions can vary widely from area to area, depending
on such factors as wind, cloud cover, canopy or the proximity of water. Your yard could be in a cold pocket or
a warm pocket. You are your own best weatherman; you should rely as much on your own experience as you
do on any list. Don’t forget that your local bromeliad society is also a tremendous resource for information on
cold tolerant bromeliads for your area.
‘’’
A list of bromeliads and the temperatures to which they are hardy follows this article. The complete list
should be considered a guideline only and your individual habitat taken into consideration. It is too long to
include in this newsletter, but can be found online on the Florida Council website at fcbs.org under
“Bromeliad Information” and “General Culture.” Surprises include many bromeliads we commonly grow
that are hardy to 16-21 degrees!

Bring your November seedlings of the month to the next meeting for show-and-tell:
in 2015, Neoregelia ‘Betty Head’, picture at left courtesy of the BSI/BCR; in 2014,
Neoregelia ’Polly Hall’, 2013, Dyckia choristaminea ’Frazzle Dazzle’; 2012, Dyckia
‘Burgundy Ice’; 2011, Neoregelia ‘Luca’ ; 2010, Acanthostachys strobilaceae or
Puya mirabilis; 2009, Aechmea ‘Shawn’. Pictures of seedlings of the past can be
found in issues of the Bulletin on our web page.
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November &
December Birthdays

Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting third Sunday of month
at 2:00 PM
Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center
2020 Hermann Drive
Next meeting will be November 20, 2016

Shirl Nadeau
Betty Zugheri
Carole Richtmyer
Faye Martin
Sidney Newton
Ray Johnson
Cindy Gray Strickland
Donna Williams
Audrey VanWright
Dorothy Novak
Carole Speer
Merrill O’Neal
Chris Nguyen
Barbara Szymczak

The Houston Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month
at 7:30 PM
First Christian Church
1601 Sunset Blvd
Next meeting will be January 5, 2017

11/01
11/04
11/05
11/11
11/14
11/16
11/25
11/30
12/07
12/12
12/20
12/22
12/26
12/27

Meeting
Refreshments
Last chance this year for the A-Ms to bring refreshments to the November
meeting. Let’s bring lots of good things for our refreshment table as we
have a special speaker! If you have never brought refreshments or if it’s
been a while, it’s time to chip in and bring something. If you don’t cook, you
can buy something simple, such as cookies or chips, at your local grocery
store to bring. Coffee and punch will be furnished by the club as usual.

From the Editor: Although David Whipkey has apologized for being slow to get his President’s messages in
to me, he’s really been an efficient president, serving two terms which included a couple of floods and a world
conference. So thanks to David for a job well done. And best wishes to our new officers, including Don Green
and Cherie Lee. I’m thinking Cherie would like to hear from our members as to which speakers and programs
they would be most interested in hearing.
And that means that I should also tell you that I will be retiring as the Editor of the Bulletin beginning in January and that Mary Cinotto will be taking over the job. I’ll be around to give Mary whatever help she needs,
and I’m sure she’ll appreciate everyone’s help and cooperation. I look forward to her fresh perspective on
this publication after my 12 years on the job! — Carole Richtmyer

Jimbo’s Nursery
15019 8th St., Santa Fe,TX 77517, 409-925-6933

www.Jimbosnurserytx.com; email: Jimbos4@earthlink.net
We have a large selection of Aechmea, Billbergia, Cryptanthus, Dyckia,
Neoregelia, and Tillandsia. Please compare our prices and our quality.
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific
goals of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.
There are two classes of membership:
Individual
Family

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current year.
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
for more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or emailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly
meetings. Articles and any other information pertinent to
bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.

Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Carole Richtmyer
18814 Cypress Mountain Drive
Spring, TX 77388
planobrom@aol.com

Officers and Chairmen
David Whipkey
21503 Cypress-Rosehill Road
Tomball, TX 77377
281-255-6154
dawhip49@hotmail.com
Vice President
Sam Chism
Secretary
Charlien Rose
Treasurer
Allyn Pearlman
Past President
Gene Powers
Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/16
12/31/17
12/21/18
Don Green
Jan Garver
Ruby Adams
Steve Reynolds
Rick Richtmyer
John Schmidt
President

I.

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor Carole Richtmyer
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
Members: Phil Speer, Lynn Friedman,
Ken Gardner
3. Programs Chairman
Sam Chism
Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
Gene Powers/David Whipkey
II.
Committees of the Board
1. Annual Show
None
2. Bromeliad Culture
TBA
Members
Chris Nguyen
3. Holiday Party
Allyn Pearlman
4. Garden Tours
John Schmidt
5. Historian
David Whipkey
Vice Chairman
Jimmy Woolsey
6. Hospitality Coordinator Verna Powers
Members:
Daryl Page
7. Librarian
Ruby H. Adams
8. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
9. Raffle Plants
Cherie and Frank Lee,
Wray Page
10. Seedlings
Provided by Jimmy Woolsey
11. Show & Tell
John Schmidt assisted by
Wray Page, Gary Gallick, Rick Richtmyer
12. Members’ and Visitors’ Registrar Ken Gardner,
Noreen Tolman, Midge Gorman
13. Courtesy
Midge Gorman
14. Webmaster
Joy Reynolds
Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild Charlien Rose, Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Gene Powers
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