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UPCOMING EVENTS:
March 25…

Central District Judges School Series VII School II
Jimmy Antle Cryptanthus pastel—Earth Star Designs

MEETING DATE: Tuesday, February 21, 7:30 p.m.
Location: 1475 West Grey, Houston 77019

When: March 25, 2017 7:45 AM - 6 PM
Where: 6463 Creekbend clubhouse
Who: Students should contact Rick Richtmyer at
281-350-6809 for more information

PROGRAM SPEAKER: Darla Harris
PROGRAM TITLE: Diversity of Hardy & Tropical
Ferns
Darla will be selling ferns also
MEETING AGENDA:
 Greetings/Call to Order/Member Plant
Sale
 Show and Tell
 Meeting
 Break/Refreshments/Buy raffle tickets
 Program
 Raffle
 Adjourn
MARCH PROGRAM:
.“Northern Peru – Bromeliads of Tabaconas
Namballe Sanctuary, the Archaeological Sites
and Cordillera Negra & Blanca”
Presented by:
Scott Sandel
NEXT BOARD MEETING: March 23,2017

April 22...ABC
The annual picnic will be held at the Edmonson’s on April
22. Their location is 16023 Pebble Bend Drive, Houston,
77068. This is in lieu of the monthly meeting.

April 29...Plant Sale
April 29, 2017 9 AM until 3 PM
Metropolitan Multi-Service Center

May 19, 20, 21 … BS/HI Annual Show & Sale
Bromeliad Society/Houston’s 45th Annual Show and Sale
May 19, 20, and 21 2017 at the Mercer Botanic Gardens
22306 Aldine Westfield Road, Humble, TX 77338 (more at
end of newsletter)
Show hours: Saturday 2:00 PM to 5:00 PM
Sunday 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Sale hours:

Friday 12:00 PM to 4:00 PM
Saturday 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Sunday 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM

REMINDERS:

DEADLINE FOR MARCH BULLETIN: 2/28/17

Registration for the World Conference in San Diego’s rates will increase
at the end of February.

NOTE - No seedlings at this meeting

Don Green asked to be contacted via his cell phone as he is removing
the land line. Number is 713-252-9879

PRESIDENT’S PAGE
Bromeliad Society/Houston, Inc. has started 2017 off well thanks mostly
to the wonderful slate of officers and directors who are serving with me. Our
first Board Meeting of the year included a look at areas of concern to keep
the Society relevant and increase the value of membership. We did not
come up with answers to all these concerns raised but we did pledge to address the issues and come up with new approaches or reinstate some old
ones. I would really like to know what your thoughts are on ways we could
make the Society better. I would like to ask for some help from you to set
some goals to work on. Nothing very difficult, just let me know what parts of
monthly meetings are your favorites, what activities you like most and whether there are things you would like the Society to do which it is not doing now.
In other words, what you want out of your membership. I will work on a short
survey form which might make it easier to focus on common concerns. In
the meantime email me at greensarkisian@att.net if you would like to share
any of your concerns now.
And speaking of membership, annual renewals were due January 1 and must be paid prior to the end of
February (that’s a two month grace period-which is better than your insurance company gives you).
Members who have not renewed their Membership by March 1 will not be listed in the 2017 Yearbook.
You will probably see that same information elsewhere in this Bulletin as it is an issue critical to keeping
BS/HI a healthy organization. Last year our funds generated did not match our expenditures. That is
not necessarily a bad thing when considering some of the circumstances which resulted in that outcome.
Last year a lot of our efforts and some of our resources went into making the 2016 World Bromeliad
Conference the outstanding event it became. We also made larger than usual donations supporting various Bromeliad endeavors and publications to fulfill our obligations under our Charter as an educational,
scientific, literary and charitable association. I think we did a very good job there. If you are a member
of The Bromeliad Society International you should have received a letter from BSI requesting donations
to the BSI 66 Fund announced at the 2016 World Conference. A few more donations from affiliates and
individuals should push them past the $ 25,000 mark which will lock in the $25,000 matching donation
pledged last year. All donations will help and we encourage you to step up with anything you can contribute.

February Birthdays
Inez Barres
Vickey Gurka
Tanya Voinche
Richard Beaubouef
Kenneth Gardner
Fred Rinebold

2/06
2/18
2/22
2/23
2/28
2/29
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Carole’s Corner
Winter Woes
Here we are, already into the month of February, a time when we should be
looking forward to some warmer, spring-like weather after Houston’s usually
moderate winter chill. However, this has been such a crazy winter with extreme temperature swings, that it’s hard to know what to expect. Between
the unusual cold and record-setting warm spells, I worry what summer will
bring.
First, we had the killing freeze at the beginning of January when it got down
to 21°; then, the following week we were in the 80s. This is not just hard for
humans to figure out, it’s a challenge for plants as well. I know there are an
awful lot of Houstonians who will be replacing their devastated tropical landscapes this spring because tropical plants do not like freezing temperatures
for so many hours; and that includes those of us who planted some bromeliads in among the pittosporums.
Living in the north part of town and expecting the worst, we tried to protect our bromeliads as best we could
when we heard the weather people predicting temperatures in the 20s. Many plants were moved into the
heated garage (and some even made their way into the kitchen), while those left outside were covered with a
variety of frost cloth and sheets. This is how Rick and I achieve our “10,000 steps a day” – moving and/or
covering our plants when severe cold is predicted. It’s quite a workout.
Those bromeliads covered with frost cloth seemed to fare better than the ones covered with sheets, and certain genera also showed more (or less) resistance to the cold. Many Aechmeas, Neos and Dyckias came
through almost unscathed. The Orthophytums, Nidulariums and Hechtias melted, as did Bromelia ‘Que
Sera’. Historically Cryptanthus are thought to be cold sensitive, although in my experience some hybrids are
pretty tough. We missed the chance to test that theory, as most of ours were protected from the worst cold.
The few that were left outside and covered suffered varying degrees of damage, all the way from alive but
hurt to totally dead.
While visiting in the greenhouse one recent day, I began noticing that the Cryptanthus
were not looking their best. Most are grown on the floor under plant poles where they
normally thrive in the filtered light. Lately many of them are looking somewhat
bleached out, as if they’re getting too much light. Then it occurred to me that at this
time of year, the sun has dropped pretty low in the south sky and the crypts are getting
considerably more light than in the summer. Neighboring trees have also shed their
leaves, which adds to the light. Seasonal changes like these are something we all
need to be on the lookout for, so check out what’s happening in your collection, even in
winter. Look for outbreaks of scale or other pests, avoid overheating when the sun hits
the greenhouse full blast even if it’s a cold day, keep the air circulating with fans – even
plants appreciate fresh air.
Work to keep your collection in good condition so you’ll have plenty of show plants in
May. Let’s hope we have mild summer temperatures with just enough rain – after this winter we could use
some help!
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Our February Speaker:

Darla Harris … Diversity of Hardy & Tropical Ferns
Darla owns and operates Fern Plantation Nursery, the largest retail fern nursery in the
Houston area with over 15,000 sq ft of greenhouse space and growing over 100 different
ferns. She has been an avid fern grower for over 30 years and has a personal collection
of more than 450 different varieties. She enjoys the challenge of growing both tropical
and hardy ferns in the Houston area climate but her passion is learning how the ferns
grow in nature and then attempting to duplicate this environment.
Darla is currently the President of the Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society of which she was
one of the founding members in 1998. She has held multiple positions in the society over the years including several
years as President. She is also a member of the American Fern Society, Los Angeles International Fern Society, Tropical Fern & Exotic Plant Society, and Hardy Fern Foundation.
She has served as a judge for fern shows and presented fern related lectures and workshops to Garden Clubs and Societies on various topics including: Growing Ferns from Spores, Cultivation of Garden Landscape Ferns, Bog and Water
Ferns, Epiphytic Ferns, and Ferns for Terrariums.
Darla will be showing a wide variety of ferns in her presentation at our meeting entitled: Diversity of Hardy and Tropical
Ferns and sharing some of her experiences in growing ferns in our conditions. She will also be selling ferns.

Additional Notes:
BS/HI 45 ANNUAL SHOW:
BRILLIANT BROMELIADS
Neo Tangerine pastel from Earth Star Designs

The BS/HI 45th Annual Show, "Brilliant Bromeliads" is scheduled for May 19 through 21, 2017 at Mercer Arboretum and
Botanic Gardens. Work sheets will be available at the February meeting. If you can help, please sign the appropriate
sheet(s), indicate the time you will be available and the work area you prefer or if you have no preference, "anywhere". If
you cannot help, please sign a Friday sheet and indicate that you will not be available. Otherwise I will have to contact
you. Please remember that shows and sales are a lot of work. Hopefully all of our members will donate at least a few
hours of their time. If you are new to shows and sales, we will be happy to help you find a suitable task.
The most important part of a successful bromeliad show is the entries. Please enter as many as possible. I believe the
April meeting will be devoted to teaching us how to choose and prepare plants for showing.
See you at the February meeting.
Charlien

WHIPKEY’S WORD
During Carole’s Cryptanthus presentation she asked if everyone knew what scurf was. Several people didn’t, but didn’t
say so in loud voice. I was talking with David Garver and he told me that he had looked up the word scurf, and the definition was given as dandruff. That got me to thinking, “How many of our members don’t know the definition of the terms
that we old-timers take for granted?” Here is a new feature in the monthly bulletin..

SCURF
According to the free dictionary by Farlex (http://www.thefreedictionary.com) scurf is defined as:
1. Scaly dry skin that has been exfoliated, such as dandruff.
2. A loose scaly crust coating a surface, especially of a plant.
3. Any of several fungal diseases of plants characterized by scaly lesions especially on underground parts, such as the
tubers of potatoes.
Well, we can eliminate definitions 1 and 3. Leaving us with the correct definition – number 2. As Carole said scurf is one
of those characteristics that can add beauty and distinction to Bromeliads. It is different from variegation, but that is a
topic for another day.
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San Diego News
Warm greetings from the San Diego Bromeliad Society!
As you may already know we are hosting the 2018 World Bromeliad Conference. This will be the third WBC that will be
held in San Diego, California. We are eagerly looking forward to seeing you in our historic city—Juan Cabrillo landed
here in 1514, only 22 years after Columbus made his voyage to the new world.
Registration for the 2018 conference, May 29 to June 3 has already begun. The reason for this letter is to call your attention the February 28, 2017 deadline for a discounted registration fee. If you register prior to March 1, your cost will be
$350. After that date the price increases to $390 March 1, 2017 -- May 1, 2018. All registrations after May 1st, 2018
will be at the door at the rate of $425.00.
The site of the conference will be the Paradise Point Resort, situated near downtown San Diego on Mission Bay. The
hotel sets on 42 acres of subtropical landscape, with views of the harbor, the bay, and the Pacific Ocean, and all rooms
are on ground level. The rate for the hotel is $184 + taxes for double occupancy. Please feel free to duplicate the attached registration page to hand out at your society meetings.
For all persons staying at Paradise Point we have planned extra tours and activities during the conference.
Come join us in 2018, not only for the conference with its show, sale, speakers, tours, dinner and auction, but also the
San Diego experience.
Conference chairs,
Scott Sandel and Nancy Groves
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JANUARY RAFFLE UPDATE.
The raffle brought in $104.

Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting third Sunday of month
at 2:00 PM
Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center
2020 Hermann Drive
Next meeting will be February 19, 2017

Thanks to the following donors:





The Beaubouefs
Carole and Rick Richtmyer
David and Linda Whipkey
Jimmy and Joanne Woolsey

The winners were:








Kent Daniel
Billie Emanuel
Betty Garrison
Sharon Juntunon
Troy Merchant
Shirl Nadeau
Kathy Stahl

REFRESHMENTS:
A to M

The Houston Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month
at 7:30 PM
First Christian Church
1601 Sunset Blvd
Next meeting will be March 2, 2017

Thank you to everyone who
brings refreshments each
month. The club provides
coffee and soft drinks.
All other food is furnished
by the members .. not the
club.
Everyone should contribute
when it is their turn. Please
refer to the Bulletin to determine if it is your turn (last name begins with A thru
M group, and last name begins with N thru Z
group). Please bring your refreshment ready to serve
with the appropriate serving tool, and pick up your
items at the close of the meeting!
Your Hospitality committee appreciates your help.
Verna Powers – Hospitality Coordinator

Jimbo’s Nursery
15019 8th St., Santa Fe,TX 77517, 409-925-6933

www.Jimbosnurserytx.com; email: Jimbos3@earthlink.net
We have a large selection of Aechmea, Billbergia, Cryptanthus, Dyckia, Neoregelia, and Tillandsia. Please compare our prices and our quality.
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific
goals of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.
There are two classes of membership:
Individual
Family

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current year.
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
for more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or emailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly
meetings. Articles and any other information pertinent to
bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.
Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Mary Cinotto
16023 Pebble Bend Drive
Houston, TX 77068
mary@edmonsonphoto.com

Officers and Chairmen
Don Green
1226 Fountain View
Houston, TX 77057
713-252-9879
greensarkisian@att.net
Vice President
Cherie Lee
Secretary
Charlien Rose
Treasurer
Allyn Pearlman
Past President
David Whipkey
Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/17
12/31/18
12/31/19
Jan Garver
Ruby Adams
Mary Cinotto
Rick Richtmyer
John Schmidt
John Edmonson
President

I.

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor Mary Cinotto
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
Members: Phil Speer, Lynn Friedman,
Ken Gardner
3. Programs Chairman
Cherie Lee
Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
David Whipkey/Don Green
II.
Committees of the Board
1. Annual Show
None
2. Bromeliad Culture
TBD
3. Holiday Party
Allyn Pearlman
4. Garden Tours
John Schmidt
5. Historian
David Whipkey
Vice Chairman
Jimmy Woolsey
6. Hospitality Coordinator Verna Powers
Members:
Daryl Page
Gordon Stowe
7. Librarian
Ruby H. Adams
8. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
9. Raffle Plants
Cherie and Frank Lee,
Wray Page
10. Seedlings
Provided by Jimmy Woolsey
11. Show & Tell
John Schmidt assisted by
Wray Page and Rick Richtmyer
12. Members’ and Visitors’ Registrar Ken Gardner,
Noreen Tolman, Midge Gorman
13. Courtesy
Midge Gorman
14. Webmaster
Joy Reynolds
Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild Charlien Rose, Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Steve Reynolds,
Rick Richtmyer
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